
Report and Documentary History for

Old Manor House, Cubbington, Warwickshire

Site Code: CUB-A

from

The Medieval Peasant House in Midland England

by

Nat Alcock and Dan Miles

Fig. 1. View of the house from the west.

© N W Alcock and contributors 2012. Copyright in this document is retained under the Copyright, Designs and
Patents Act 1988, with all rights reserved including publication. Copyright in illustrations is reserved to the original
copyright holder.

Oxbow Books



Old Manor House, Cubbington

2

CUB-A: OLD MANOR HOUSE, CUBBINGTON, WARWICKSHIRE
Grid reference: SP 3440 6824 Survey Date: 1966-1996 By: S. R. Jones; N. W. Alcock

Illustrations: Page
1. View of the house 1
2. Outline plan 2
3. Long section of hall 3
4. Moulding details 3
5. Sections of trusses T2 and T3 4-5

References: Alcock, N. W. and Barley, M. W. (1972) ‘Medieval roofs with base-crucks and short
principals’, Antiquaries J., 52, 132-168, p. 162; Alcock, N. W. (1997),The Old Manor House,
Cubbington, Warwickshire: A House History, unpublished report (copy at WCRO); John, Trevor (1992)
The Warwickshire hundred rolls of 1279-80, British Academy.
Abbreviations:
SCLA Shakespeare Centre Library and Archive, Stratford-upon-Avon
WCRO Warwickshire County Record Office.

Dating was funded by the owners of the house.

Fig. 2. Outline plan, showing truss and bay numbering.

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
SUMMARY AND HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT

PHASE 1: The complete fourteenth-century hall survives, with an open base-cruck truss (T3) and spere
truss (T2), though both the end trusses have been removed (T1, T4). The range originally continued in-
line at the lower end, and probably had an upper cross-wing (both since removed). This phase has a
felling date range of 1313-41.

LATER PHASES: In sixteenth/seventeenth-century work, the hall was floored and a chimney inserted,
and the service bay was rebuilt in timber-framing. In the later seventeenth-century, a stone cross-wing
was added at the upper end and the front wall of the hall refaced to match.
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STRUCTURAL FEATURES

PHASE 1: The roof structure of the hall is complete from T1 to T4, though nothing remains of either of
the end trusses themselves. It defines a two-bay open hall (bays III-IV) with cross-passage (bay II). The
whole roof is heavily sooted, but no evidence for a louvre remains.

Fig. 3. Long section of hall from south-east (Drawing: S. R. Jones).

Fig. 4. Moulding details.

At T1, a simple splayed scarf in the collar purlin with two face pegs is visible in 1960s
photographs, though part of the purlin has since been cut off; this scarf indicates that there was an in-line
lower service end (bay I). Plain-chamfered dragon ties link the arcade plate to the (missing) tiebeam of
T1. The collar purlin has a trait-de-Jupiter scarf on the lower side of truss T3, at the same position as the
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similar scarfs in the arcade plates. The latter carry moulded cornices in bays III-IV (detail E on Fig. 4); at
T4, the dragon ties are moulded (detail D on Fig. 4), unlike those at the other end. The common rafters
have single collars with dovetail halvings for their collars.

Fig. 5(a). Section of truss T2.

The spere truss (T2) is complete down to the level of the inserted floor, with the posts surviving
below this level but not fully visible. It has a chamfered crown post with shallow step stops, linked by
curved up-braces to the collar purlin (morticed) and rafters (dovetail halvings). At floor level, an axial
beam supported by a small bracket spans the cross-passage, suggesting the presence of an original floor
over the passage.

The base-cruck truss (T3) has blades and arch-braces with complex hollow mouldings (detail C on
Fig. 4); mortices remain for double windbraces. Two pairs of small peg holes on each blade appear to be
original; they were perhaps used for hangings or lamps. On the SE side, the post is probably complete
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down to sill level (recorded in 1978); a short length of sill beam survives, resting on red sandstone
padstones; the remainder of the sill wall is of grey sandstone. The double cranked tiebeams clamp the
arcade plates, and are linked by two slip tenons. The crown-post is chamfered with shallow step stops at
the upper end and small rolls at the lower end (detail A). It has straight unchamfered saltire braces to the
tiebeam and common rafters, and curved chamfered braces to the collar purlin. Nothing remains of T4,
apart possibly from the brace from the replaced crown post to the collar purlin. The collar purlin projects
slightly beyond the post mortice and the end is soot-blackened. Thus, as there are no traces of infill in
this truss, there must have been a further structure at this point, and the termination of the collar purlin
indicates that this was a cross-wing.

Fig. 5(b). Section of truss T3.



Old Manor House, Cubbington

6

LATER PHASES

The hall was floored with intersecting chamfered ceiling beams and cornice beams, presumably in the
later sixteenth century, and a heavy red sandstone chimney inserted, with small fire window; the fireplace
lintel is chamfered with down-curved ends. At the north-east end, the original end bay(s) (I) were rebuilt
in timber-framing at a similar date. In the earlier seventeenth century (from the framing type), this end
was extended south-eastwards, and this is probably the date of two jettied framed gables added to the
south-east face of the hall range. In the mid-or later seventeenth century, a wing was added at the south-
west end of the hall, faced in grey sandstone with mullioned windows; the north-east side of the hall was
refronted to match. The opposite side of the hall was later rebuilt in brick. The wing roof has principal
rafter trusses with staggered butt purlins.

DOCUMENTARY HISTORY

The previous identification as the grange of the Knights Hospitaller estate in Cubbington (Alcock &
Barley (1972)) was based on the presumption that the present name was of historical significance. This
can no longer be supported, and it appears most likely to have been a substantial yeoman farm in the
medieval period (Alcock (1997)). The title deeds (in the owner’s possession) shows that the house was
known as Hill Farm in 1900. From a substantial earlier deed bundle (WCRO, CR1218/18-19), it is first
identifiable in 1640 in an Inquisition Post Mortem. It was then a two-yardland farm, held by one Thomas
Russell from the Crown in socage, for the rent of a rose and suit at the manor court. This Crown rent
indicates that it must formerly have been a freeholding, held from one of the religious estates in the
parish, the lordship passing to the Crown at the Dissolution. Court rolls for Cubbington manor (probably
the manor formerly belonging to Coventry Priory) show Thomas Russell as suitor to the court in 1659
(SCLA DR18/30/7).

The ‘Hundred Rolls’, compiled in 1279-80, list, among the freeholders in Cubbington, Alexander
de Crullefeld, paying a rent of two red roses to the Prior of Coventry (John, 1992, 152-5). He seems
likely to have been the tenant of this property.

DENDROCHRONOLOGY
For dendrochronology abbreviations see page facing Introduction.

Sampling Comments: 8 samples were obtained through coring by Robert Howard on 6th July 1988.

TREE-RING SAMPLE RECORD AND SUMMARY OF DATING

Sample Total Sapwood FMR LHR LMR Date
Code Sample Location Rings Rings Date Date Date Cat
CUB-A01 Crown post of spere truss (T2) 133 03 1170 1299 1302 1
CUB-A02 Tiebeam of spere truss 38 — — — — —
CUB-A03 Brace crown post to crown plate 34 08 — — — —
CUB-A04 Brace from crown post to collar 43 09 — — — —
CUB-A05 Brace from post to arcade plate 125 22 1188 1290 1312 1
CUB-A06 Brace from post to tiebeam 69 06 — — — —
CUB-A07 Upper tiebeam of base-cruck truss (T3) 60 20 — — — —
CUB-A08 Crown post of base-cruck truss 26 04 — — — —
CUB-A15 Combined A01 & A05 143 17 1170 1295 1312 1

On review of these dates, it was found that samples 1 and 5 came from a single tree. They have been
combined as CUB-A15, 143 rings long dated 1170–1312 with t-values, 6.9(E.MID), 6.3(OXFORD).
95% felling date range: 1313-31 (previously 1313–1333). OxCal refined felling date range: 1313-1341.


