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LEW-A: FORGE COTTAGE, LEEK WOOTON, WARWICKSHIRE
Grid reference: SP 2896 6900 Survey Date: 12 Oct. 1988 By: D. Miles

Illustrations: Page
1. View of the house 1
2. Section of truss T1 2

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
Since only the central cruck truss survives from the original phase, a plan has not been recorded.

SUMMARY AND HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT

PHASE 1: Forge Cottage is a small two-bay house with a single cruck truss in the centre with saddle
apex (type ‘C’). The truss is closed, indicating that the bays on each side of it were partitioned off
originally. There is no evidence for soot blackening but the house shows some indication of having
undergone a major fire, as both the cruck frame and the later roof structure are charred in places.
Dendrochronology has failed to date the cruck phase, but the crucks are similar in form to other late
fifteenth-century Warwickshire examples.

Fig. 2. Section of truss T1.
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PHASE 2: The cottage was reconstructed in the seventeenth century, leaving only the central cruck truss
intact, judging in particular from the size of the floor joists. It then became a two-cell unit with a large
stone fireplace on the southern end of the house, having a winding staircase on its left (eastern) side.

STRUCTURAL FEATURES

PHASE 1: The cruck frame blades are very slightly curved in profile, of boxed heart timber, measuring
11in across by 8in thick. They are jointed at the apex by a saddle, only the lower half of which is visible.
The blades are further joined by a collar (8½ by 4in) and a tiebeam (7in square), the former attached with
a barefaced half-lapped dovetail, while the latter is lapped across the blades. There is no evidence for
purlin seatings; these presumably rested on packing pieces since removed. The wall-plates would have
rested either on the ends of the tiebeams or on the tops of cruck studs attached to the ends of the tiebeam.
There are no remaining rafters or wind-braces.

As well as the cruck blades, most of the main timbers are boxed heart and were finished with an
adze or a broad axe. There are no assembly marks but the south blade has a ‘square’ mark just above the
tiebeam.

PHASE 2: Much of the later construction is of elm. The central truss is built out from the cruck truss.

DENDROCHRONOLOGY
For dendrochronology abbreviations see page facing Introduction.

Sampling Comments: Four core samples were obtained by Robert Howard on 12th October 1988. Due to
the shortness of the ring sequences, none were able to be cross-matched and it was impossible to date the
site.

TREE-RING SAMPLE RECORD AND SUMMARY OF DATING

Sample Total Sapwood FMR LHR LMR Date
Code Sample Location Rings Rings Date Date Date Cat
LEW-A01 Cruck blade truss T1 front (west) 50 26 — — — —
LEW-A02 Cruck blade truss T1 rear 40 16 — — — —
LEW-A03 Tiebeam truss 1T NM — — — — —
LEW-A04 Collar truss T1 43 19 — — — —

Not dated


