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Fig. 2. Plan, showing truss and bay numbering. Shading indicates various phases of later masonry.

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
SUMMARY AND HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT

PHASE 1: Cruck Cottage is a building now of four bays aligned parallel to the village street (facing
approximately south south east, here conventionally labelled south). It originated as a two-bay cruck hall
with an inner room and probably also a service bay. This has been tree-ring dated to 1384/85. The rear
(north) wall of the hall still retains its original doorway and a particularly notable feature, an original
window at the upper end (Figs. 4, 5). Two cruck trusses remain with saddle apexes (type ‘C’), the closed
truss at the upper end of the hall (T2) and the open central truss (T3), with chamfered arch-braces.

LATER PHASES: The original structure has been much altered. In the seventeenth century, bay I was
rebuilt in rather spindly timber framing with small square panels, which remains on the end wall and the
rear elevation. Presumably at the same time, the roof over the hall was raised, reusing the original purlins
and windbraces; on the east elevation, the upper rails are lapped over the end of the original wall-plate. In
1726, from the date plaque on the front of the building, bay IV was built or rebuilt and the rest of the
house was later refronted in brick.

STRUCTURAL FEATURES

PHASE 1: Of the original house, the two cruck frames defining bay II remain; of T4 no structure
survives but its position is identifiable from the wall frame. Both trusses have halved blades of elm, with
the sawn faces (facing into the hall) well finished, but with very rough outer faces, with complete bark
surfaces and many branch knobs. Truss T3 has a neatly carpentered frame, with the cruck blades
chamfered to collar level on the fair (west) face. The collar is tenoned, with the chamfer continued on the
soffit. The arch-braces are about 3 in thick and are also chamfered and set back from the face of the cruck
blades, the integral central section of the collar having a double chamfer. The crucks are joined by a
saddle carrying the ridge beam (type ‘C’ apex). A very unusual feature is that the north cruck blade does
not reach the ground, but is jointed into the cruck stud; this is 9in thick below the junction, 4½in above it;
on the south side, the stud has been removed and the foot of the cruck is concealed. The stud and cruck
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blade are pegged together with two large 1¼in pegs. As no cruck spurs were used, these two pegs in the
back of the cruck blade have clearly been sufficient both to keep the cruck stud upright and to prevent the
stud and blade from parting.

Fig. 3. Section of Truss T3

Truss T2 is plainer than T3, with smoothly curved blades. It has a highly cambered collar with
dovetail halvings and apparently a halved tiebeam (only a small part of which is visible below the later
ceiling). The apex joint is the same as on T3. A section of sill beam remains on the north side and it still
retain some original infill. The southern blade appears to reach ground level, but the northern blade is
integrated with the cruck stud as in T3.

The purlins measure 4½-6in by 6½-7in and have been reset as part of the replaced higher roof.
They originally had wind-braces rising from the backs of the cruck blades (also reset in the later roof, but



Cruck Cottage, Walcote, Haselor

4

above the original purlins); they have splayed and bladed scarfs at T3. The upper parts of the cruck
trusses are smoke blackened, as are the purlins. The only carpenter’s marks located (despite extensive
searching) are on the east side of the north arch brace and the adjacent collar; the joint is marked with
four long cuts, but in the absence of other marks, the significance of this for the structure is unclear.

Fig. 4. Elevation of rear (north) wall framing.

The rear wall frame (Fig. 4) is virtually complete for the whole of bays II and III, although the sill
beam is missing; the sill wall is of Lias slabs. The framing for bay II contains two substantial studs
running from the sill to the wall plate. Of the three panels, those at each side are divided by short mid-
rails; in the centre the rail is dropped about a foot for the window, which retains its original four square-
section mullions (two partly replaced) and transom (halved across the mullions). Two thirds of bay III is
spanned by a mid-rail with an interrupted stud, while a full height post frames a doorway adjacent to the
position of T4. Two large peg holes in the face of this post indicate the position of this removed cruck
truss. The sides and head of this doorway are chamfered, and it presumably led into a screens passage. It
is notable that such an early wall frame should be virtually intact with its window and door. Indeed, its
excellent preservation raises the possibility that it is a replacement. However, it is fully integrated with
the cruck trusses, while the window clearly relates to an open hall.

Fig. 5. View of the original window
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The original house certainly extended into bay I, as the west face of T2 is completely unweathered.
The northern cruck stud also projects beyond the blade in this direction, and has a small step beside the
cruck blade that would rapidly have rotted if exposed externally. Although no pegholes are visible for a
mid-rail in bay I, the edge of the truss II cruck stud is partly concealed by render. The existence of an
original bay IV is less certain, and no framing is visible in this area. The T4 cruck stud is partly
concealed behind the modern outshut, so any evidence for a mid-rail is hidden, and the apparent placing
of the face pegs near its outer edge might suggest that this was the original end. However, the placing of
the doorway at the extreme end of bay III seems unlikely if the house did not continue further.

LATER PHASES: Bay I was built onto the end frame of bay II, the newer wall plates being propped on
the older ones. A massive corner post has a high-level mortice in its west face, probably for a door-head,
while one in the north face may be for a small porch roof. These mortices and the fact that the studs do
not sit flush with the tiebeam indicate that a further bay extended to the west. At the same time as bay I
was added, the hall was probably reroofed and the whole roof raised about two feet by struts from the
existing wall plates and trusses. The diagonally-set ridge beam is clean and therefore belongs to this later
phase. The rafters measure 2½-3in by 3½-4½in and are laid at 18in centres with staggered tops. The hall
was probably floored over at this time, the deep-chamfered axial beam with step stops measuring 10in by
7in. The joists have small chamfers with run-out stops. The chimney was probably also inserted at this
period.

Bay IV is of brick with a plat band, the windows having single brick segmental arches. It is dated

1726 on a recessed plaque, with initials I H S. Bays I-III have been refronted in brick, probably in the
nineteenth century, and lean-to extensions were added to the north and east.

DENDROCHRONOLOGY
For dendrochronology abbreviations see page facing Introduction.

Sampling Comments: Nine samples were obtained through coring by Robert Howard on 21 March 1990.
Of these four were of elm and were also too short to be useful. Of the five oak samples, the three purlins
matched together and dated to 1384/5. Although none of the cruck timbers matched with the purlins, it is
believed that the purlins have been repositioned in this building and are themselves original.

TREE-RING SAMPLE RECORD AND SUMMARY OF DATING

Sample Total Sapwood FMR LHR LMR Date
Code Sample Location Rings Rings Date Date Date Cat
WAL-A01 Front cruck blade truss T2 (elm) 30 Not oak — — — — —
WAL-A02 Collar, truss T2 46 — — — — —
WAL-A03 Rear cruck blade truss T2 (elm) 30 Not oak — — — — —
WAL-A04 Rear purlin bay II 64 14C 1321 — 1384 3c
WAL-A05 Front purlin bay II 61 12C 1324 — 1384 3c
WAL-A06 Collar, truss T3 32 NM 05 — — — —
WAL-A07 Rear cruck blade truss T3 (elm) 43 Not oak — — — — —
WAL-A08 Front cruck blade truss T3 (elm) 41 Not oak — — — — —
WAL-A09 Rear purlin bay III 57 08 1318 — 1374 3c

Site sequence: (composed of samples 4, 5, 9), 67 rings long dated 1318–1384 with t-values of 9.1 (STR-
A site sequence, VA22.91), 3.1 (E.MID)

Felling date (samples 4 and 5 with last dated rings of 1384 have complete sapwood): 1384/5.


