ARCHAEOLOGICAL
CONSERVATION IN
NORTHERN
HIGHLAND
ECUADOR



I spent this summer working as a conservator for the Pambamarca Archaeological Project(PAP),

located in northern highland Ecuador, near the town of Cangahua. As the conservator on the
project, my job was to examine and conserve the finds excavated to ensure their long term
preservation and to aid in archaeological research. Most of the work taking place here is focusing
on sites and fortresses located on various hilltops in the region. The research hopes to understand
the indigenous cultures known as the Cayambes, that lived here before the Inca conquered this
area in the 1500’s, and also to look at the interactions between the groups after that conquest.
Most of my work is based in the lab and focuses on processing the finds that come in each

day. This can be something as simple as washing some sherds to something more complicated
like reconstructing an entire ceramic vessel. I also sometimes work on site helping archacologists

excavate and lift fragile artifacts. This is my second year working on the project and here are

some of the things I do during a typical work day:
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So as you can see, archaeological conservators are kept really busy on excavations doing a wide
range of activities. If you are interested in learning more about conservation and what
conservators do, or think you might be interested in pursuing studies in conservation, you can

check out the website for the American Institute for Conservation or the International Institute for

Conservation for more information.




