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Preface 
 

The material catalogued here is largely from three excavations carried out in the 

1960s as part of a project in the parishes of Fyfield and West Overton, Wiltshire. 

The project, directed by Peter Fowler, was intended to illuminate how the 

landscape came by its appearance in the second half of the 20th century AD. 

The work also involved several other small excavations and field survey. 

 

The three main excavations were respectively of an enclosed Early Iron Age 

settlement (OD XI) and a late Roman settlement (OD XII) on Overton Down 

(FWP 63, 64); and a medieval settlement in Wroughton Mead on Fyfield Down 

(WC – consistently but wrongly so-used, standing for the adjacent Wroughton 

Copse, before it was realised that the field had its own name, Wroughton Mead) 

(FWP 65). 

 
          GF numbers are the ‘General Finds’ numbers used as the basic recording unit in 

the field throughout; SF numbers are the ‘Small Finds’ numbers given AS AN 

ADDITION to a GF number so that special finds could be recorded more precisely at a 

particular three-dimensional spot. All SF numbers have a context and associations 

within a GF number; but not all GF contexts contained material deemed worthy of 

special treatment and an SF number. All the numbers here can be located in the 

original Finds Registers which are part of the Archive in Devizes Museum.  

 

This catalogue should make it relatively easy for any one who wished to go from text 

or, more particularly, the electronic archive where details of finds are contained, to a 

specific item in a known box in the museum. This document is actually a revised 

version of a first catalogue produced in September 1998. I thank Paul Robinson and his 

colleagues for their effort in producing, to my satisfaction, such a catalogue for future 

workers – including museum staff. 

 

–Peter Fowler 10. x. 98. 
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