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8.5 LINLITHGOW MEDIEVAL AND POST-MEDIEVAL
POTTERY W J LINDSAY

Approximately 26.5kg of pottery were recovered during the cxcavations
at Linlithgow but more than 14kgs were found in insecure or late
contexts. The fragmented and often abraded nature of the material has
dictated that little more than fabric analysis has been possible. The
assemblage dates {rom the 13th to the 18th century,.

The lack of pottery-rich deposits such as pit groups and the
fragmented nature of the Linlithgow assemblage has rnot allowed as
complete a picture of pre-friary and friary vessel types and forms to
be gained as would have been deslred. However, the material has added
somewhat to our knowledge of native and imported wares in use in

medieval Central Scotland,

Fabrics

For this report the common identified non-local ware is used and
describod where appropriate. 4 local fabrics 1 - 4 have been
identified, and doscribed below.

Fabric 1. Local. Mudstone/limestone gritted ware. FPossibly froa

socat-clays from coal measures up the Forth valley,

Fabric Fosibly local. Hard brown, red to grey sandy ware.

Fabric Local., Soft, white to black chalky voided quartz and
mudatone/limestone gritted fabric.

Fabric Local, Hard, smooth orangc to grey fabric. Thick-walled

green glazed ware.




8.5 LINLITHGOW MEDIRKVAL AMD POST-MEDIEVAL POTTERY (cont)

Perlod £, Phases i - 5t 13th=14th century (Ill 87mf, 43 - 46)

The pre-friary, Period 2, pottery of tne 13th and 14th centurles 1s
typified by thin-walled well-made vesgels 1in 4 probably Scottish
fabrics. Vessels represented appecar to be cooking pots and jugs, the
latter and some of the former possessing light green and yellow glazes

externally.

The Frnase Y grouping consists of small quantities of 5 Scottlish
White Gritty ware, a similar but mudstone/limestone gritted ware (1)
which may have been made from sea-clays obtained from coal measures up
the Forth valley and a hard red to grey sandy warc (FZ) which 1s also
l1kely to be a relatively local product (43, 44). Little can be
sald of the veasel type and lorm cxcept that a few S Scottigh White
Gritty ware sherds appear to be froa straight sided cocking pots.

The same fabricsa are present in Phase £ and 3 featurcs with the
addlition of Fabric 3, which is also likely to been made locally.
Yeilow to light green glaze is similar to that on sherds of Fabric 1.
Finds from subsequent phases suggest a mid t3thecentury date for Phase
Z and 3 contexts, which are asgociated with the constructicn and early

uge of the pre-rriary chapel.

Phase &4 and 5 features contain fragments of Fabrics 1 - 3 (eg 45,
46) but 2 sherds of green-glazed Saintonge and significently 10 sherds
of a Scarborough-type ware were recovered from earlier Fhase &
contexts. These deposits would therefore appear to be of later
13th-century date which would appear to be corroborated by 2 coin
finde from overlying Phase 4 horigons. These appear to have been lost
by ¢ 1375 {(eee 9.5.7)}. Ko dating evidence other than 3 small sherds
of probably redeposited Scarborough-type ware wes found in Phase S

1 1+ A4




6.5 LIMLITHGOW MEDIEVAL AMD POST-MEDIEVAL POTTERY (cont)

depoalts altnough the pnase must have ended with the construction of
the friary church early 1in the 15th century.

Pericd 3, Phases 6 - 143 15th-16th century (111 87zf, 47 - 53]

Although quantities of pottery in Fabrics 1 to 3 were recovered from
Period 3 depoaits of the 15th and 16th centuries, much but probably
not all (eg 49, 5Z) are likely to be residual. However, Dy far the
most dominant ware during the friary period 1is Fabric 4. Various
thick-walled green-glazed vessel ferms in thils fabric possessing none
of the qualities of the Feriod ¢ wares have been identifled (eg 47,
48, 50, 511, This partially reduccd green-glazed ware wust hava been
made locally and 1is typical of Scottish products of the later medieval
and post-medleval periods. These well-known and distinctive wares
have peen discussed by Haggarty (1950, 61-4)., The abgsence of wlca in
the Linlithgow fabrlc has proved to be the only casy means of

differentiating botween Fabric 4 and many other similar Scottish wares,

Parts of bowls (50, 51}, wide-necked handled globular vessels
(474, Jugs (48), tubular spouts from jugs and a fragment of money-box
of pirlie-piggie type in Fabric 4 were recovered from Period 3
contexts,

Imports present in Perliod 3 deposits include a few residual sherds
of Saintonge and Scarborough-type wares., More interestingly several
fragments of gresn-glazed fine white ware which is believed to bLe a
Surrey product were recovered. As thils is an unusual find in Scotland
the presence of the ware is probably best explained by there having
baen some contact between the Linlithgow friary and the founding house
at Aylearord, Kent, Other Period 3 imports are represented by a few
fragments of Y6th-century Beauvais Scraffito wars and fragments of




8.5 LINLITEGOW MEDIKVAL AND POST-MEDIEVAL POTTERRY (cont)

brown salt-glazed German stonewares.

Period 4: late l6th-early 17th century (Ill 87af, 54 - 56)

tost of the Peric? &4 pottery was recovered from late occupatlonal
deposits in friary vuildings, malnly in the E and S Ranges, or f{rom the
primary decay and destruction levels dating to the late 16th and carly
i7th centuries.

Fabric 4 continues tu be the dominant pottery type although
quantities of Fabrics 1 - 3 and a few sherds of Scarborough-type,
Surrey, Beauvals Scraffilo and Slegburg wares are also present 1in the
grouping. Vessels in Fabric 4 {nclude Jugs (eg 54, 55), the latter
possessing a frilled base {sce Haggarty 1980, 63 and fig 54 for
discussion of this type of vessel), Fart of a dripping-pan (56) ls
also present in thne Period 4 material., ¥External decoration in the
form of incised leaves and wavy designs appears to be much more Common
in this period than in Ferlod 3.

The B tiny sherds of Surrey ware, which were recovered from a
primary Pericd & silt deposlt in the presbytery, arc yellow glazed
internally and externally, and appear to be from a single vessel,
probably a amall bowl,

Fost-Fericd 41 early 17th-18th century (Ill 87af, 57)

As might be expected the 14,350kg of post-Perlod 4 pottery is largely
made up of redeposited material, The & local fabrics, 1 = &4, are well
reapresented and part of a Jjug 1id (57) extends the range of tho
veasels made in Fabric 4, A small stamped sherd from a dish or plate
in another orange fabric 18 an unusual find although quantities of

12 1+ Aéb




8.5 LIMLITHGOW MEDIKVAIL AMD POST-MEDIEVAL POTIERY (cont)

gtmilar material have been found at Stirling Ca3stle (Haggarty 1930,
41, Tig 10, nos 25 - 9). A few pleces of Scarborough-type and
Beauvals Scraffito wares werc also present as 13 a single
slip-decorated fragrent of probable Low Countries origin. Stonewares
include a few sherds of Siegburg pottery, £ of which have been
green-glazed., A glazed sherd of this relatively uncommon find in
Scotland was found at West High Street, Linlithgow in 1977 (Haggarty,
pers commn) and cther examples have been found in Aberdeen ( J C
Murray, pers comm). QOccasicnal sherds of Raeren/Langerwche-type,
Wegterwald and other salt-giazed material of Bellarmine type have also
been identifled. A single sherd of Spanish lustre ware and 12
fragments of a Delft-type ware areé also present in the post-Period 4
pottery grouping.

CATALOGUE

Period ¢
43, Jug rin. Local ware. Fabric 2. Brown/red with grey care.
Context 5150, Phase 1, Period Z.

44, Jug rim and handle. Local ware. Fabric 2. Plnk/red with grey
core., Context 6660, Phasae 1, Feriod 2.

45, Cooking pot rim. Local ware, Fabric 3, White with grey core,
Pale green glaze on external surface of shoulder. Hio sooke

blackensd. Conteat 7090, Fhase 4, Period 2.

46, Jug rim and handle. Llocal ware, Fabric 1., Cream white. Context
7090, Phase 4, Period 2,

12 1+ AN/




8.5 LINMLITHGOW MEDIEVAL AMD POST-MRDIEVAL POTTERY (cont)

Period 3
47. Part of a wide-necked globular vessel, rilm and handle, Local ware.
Fabric 4. Orange with grey core., Pale green glaze internally and

externally, Context 6130, Fhase 10, FPerlod 3.

48. Jug rim and handle. local ware, Fabric 4. Orange with grey core.

Pale green glaze externally. Context 6656, Phase 12, Pericd 3.

49, Jug rim and handle. Llocal ware. Fabric 3. White. Traces of

pale green glaze externally. Context 6656, Phase 12, Period 3.

50, Mim of 7 bowl. Local ware. Fabric 4. Orange with grey core.
Traces of green glaze interpaily. Context 6091, Phasc 10-12,
Period 3.

51, Bowl rim. Local ware. Fabric 4, Orange externally and grey
internally. Green glaze on internal surface. Context 6363, FPhase
12-14, Period 3.

52. Cooklng pot rim. Local ware. Fabric 3. White. Spot of yellow
glaze on rim. Context 6634, Fhase 12-14, Period 3.

53. Rim and body sherds of a small vessel possibly an albarello.
Beauvais sgraffito, Fine white fabric. Scratched semi-circular
decoration through red/brown siip. Internal and external glaze
renders white areas of the vessel yellow and slipped areas brown
{cf Hurat et al 1986, fig 50, no 158} Platt and Coleman Samith
1975, 2, flg 90, 1073), Context 6612, Ferlod 3.

Period &
54, Jug rim, Local ware, Fabric 4, dGOrey. Green glaze externally.



8.5 LIMLITHGOW MRDIEVAL AMND POST-MEDIEVAL POTTRRY (cont)

Context 6050, Period 4.

Frilied jug base. Local ware. F oric 4. Orange. Green gl-v:
externally., Context 8016, Period 4,

Part of dripping pan with handic. Local ware, Fabrlic 4, Orange
with grey core. Green glaze internally and extegrnally. Context

6638, Feriod 4.

Fost-period 4

57. Part of a jug 1id. Local ware. Fabric 4, Orange internally and

grey externally. Green glazc on external surface. Context 6605,
post beriod 4,
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8.6 PERTH POTTERY N L MACASKILL

The sherds of medieval pottery recovered from the site are, with a few
exceptions, typical of the range of pottery recovered from sites of
similar date within the burgh of Perth. Tnese have been fully
descrived elsewhere (Scott and Blanchard 1933y MciAskill 19571},

Imported wares worthy of note include a fragment of Valencian

lustre ware {rom a Period 4 context, cone of an increasing assemblage
from Perth, and an excollent example of Phase 1 Scarborough ware dated
to the 12th century by Farmer (pers comm}, from a Period 4 context
which also ylelded a fragment of stoneware, probably Haeren, dating to

the 16th century or later.

The only unusual vessel type in the local fabric 1s the smull dish (Il
85), Vessels of thls type have not been found elgewhere in Perth,
which suggests the possibility that they way have served a specific
ecclesliastical function in the friary. Examples have been illustrated
and are described in the cataloguc.

CATALOGUE (Ill &Baf)

Pericd 2
58. Dish rim. Local ware. Buffish red sandy fabric, green internal
glaze, Context 122, Feriocd £.

99, Jug rim and handle. Unldentified possibly local. Grey core
buff-red surfaces. Quartz gritted rfabric. Spots of external green
glaze, Context 121, Perlod 2.

Periocd 3
60, Jug rim and handle. Llocal ware. Buff, micaceocus fabric. Spots of
extornal green glaze, Coniext 123, Yeriod 3.




8.6 PLRTH POTTERY (cont)

61, Jug rim and handle. Local ware, as above., Context 1£9, Perlod 3.

<. Juz. Local ware, buff to grey slightly micaccous fabric, external
green glaze, Bodysherd with applied wheel-type decorative pattern.
Context 142, Period 3,

Pericd 4

63. Jug rim, Local ware. Buff slightly micaceous fabric with some
iarge red inclusions. Green glaze on top of rim and on internal
body. Context 142, Perlod 4,

Jug rim, Local ware. Buff micacecus fabric, external green patchy

glaze, Context 77, Period 4.

Jug rim. Local ware, as above. Context 172, Pericd 4,

Bewl rim. local ware, Buff surfaces on grey core, green glazed

internaliy and externally. Context 67, FPerlod 4,

Jug rim, Raeren stoneware. Context 30, Period 4.




I11 86 Perth. Medieval ard post medleval pottery
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Table 00mf. Aberdeen, 12 Martin's Lane. Catalogue of layers producing

pottery and small finds.

Layer Trench Pericd

All
1

Description

Modern (I11 17)

Feature AA (I11 19)

Brown szndy aoll N of feature AA (I11 19)
Dark grey clay N of wall AB

Gravelly earth between stones c¢f wail AB
and 1ts foundation AJ

Upper portion of wall BA {I11 19)

Sancy mortar in SW area of trench,
partially overlying cobbles BB

Soft sandy gravel inaice Building 3
Mortar area 7bedding for floor within
Bullding 3

Black charceal patch within Building 3
Yellow clay adjacent to wall BA

Dark clayey material in SW area of trench,
5 of Building 3

Stones adjacent to wall BA

Mixed thick grey cliay within Building 3,
overlying natural

Soft earth W of wall BA

Feature BJ (I11 17)

Feature CB cl 162

Soft grey earth within Building ?,
overlying mortar surface 153

Burial gsoil within Building 1

Feature CB cf 151

Lowest loyjer within feature CB, Overlain
by 151, 162

Fill of leature CH

Soft garden earth helow cobbles CE

Soft earthy wmortar 5 of CF

Packed earth near N end of CQ




Table 60mf {caont)

Layer Trench Fericd Descripticn

177
183
186
189
152
167
201
205

27 N cdge of feature CH

2c Fill of feature CK (Ill 9, 14)

2 Mixed grey clayey soll underlyirg layer 169

e Mixed clay around CR

2 Mixed grey clayey soll below CF

2c Burial soll within Building 1 (11l 16)

’c Burial s0l1l within Building 1

3 Mixed soll, clay and mortar within Building
1
Burtal soill within Building 1

L o s & L S - B

207
203
209
212
213
214
218
220
222

Yellow clay and stcnes immediately N of CA

Dark brown hccogeneous purial soil

Hard packed pink clay within Bulilding 1

Burlal soil within Buillding 1

Soft sand adjacent to CA within Building i

Gereral mixed burial layer

Patch of mortar material within layer 209

Feature DM, GSoll assoclated with SK 51

{11l 14)

223 Feature CY

227 P Mixed gravelly earth with flecks of pink
clay

236 Soll assoclated with SK 84

21 Soil associated with SK 76, SK 82

242 Soll amsociated with SK 71

244 Soll associated with SK 86

251 Soil assoclated with 5K 93 (I1l 14)

ahe Soil from above feature DA

254 Clay and charcoal derived frcm feature DT

F R L N N - - S N L A

and disturbed upwards into burial layers
256 S0il associated with SK 99 (Iil 14)




Table 60mf (cont)

Layer

257

270
273
278
283
287
289

290

293
295
297
300
305
307

308
309
n

314
316
s
321
325
326
3z8
330
332

Trancin

N R

LA

4A
4h
4A
44
44
44

LA

LA

4A

A
44

'

LA

4A

Period

2
2c

W W w W,

(%)

LT & T ST FUT SN PSR SCHE 5 B 0N

Description

Layer above natural within Buiiding 1., cf
285 in Trench 5 (I11 18)

F11l of feature DO, mixed grey clayey soilld
Soll asgocliated with SK 125 (I11 14)
Lower 111 of feature bJ (I11 14)

Area gurrounding feature D3

Soft earth cver feature EC

Erown soil and mortar below demolition
rubble (Ill 17)

Demoliticn material assoclated with
Building 2 (Ili 17)

Mortar and earth over Building 2

Clayey earth over Building 2

Hortar layer over feature EC

Pink clay withnln Bullding 2 (Il1 16)
Thick clay W of DX {Ill t6)

Yellowisn mortar fill of feature EC (Ill
16)

Mixed mortar rubble ocutside Building 1
Clayey soil rill of feature EC (Ill 16)
Compact yellow and pink clay within
Bullding 2

Brown organic material 111 of feature EC
Soft black earth ocutside Building 1
Gritty clay within Building 2 (111 17)
Brown/grey fill of features EC

Feature EE (I11 17)

Brown clayey scil below feature EE

Soft clayey soll W of feature EC

Upper fiil of feature EH

Dark clayey materlal batween p.t EK and
featurs EM



Table 60af (cont)

layer Trench FPeriod Description

333 44 2 Brown and pink c¢lay within Building 2
334 5 3 Feature EJ.  Overday 340 (I11 16)

336 4 3 Clay lower fill of feature Ei

339 5 2 Feature EL

340 5 3 Feature EJ. Overlaln by 334 (Ill 16)
341 5 3 Grey clayey soll below feature EJ

L4 5 1 Upper levels of pit DH

347 44 z Feature EM

12 1 Bé




Table 61af.

tayer

13
18
19

Averdeen, Hadden Street. Catalogue of layers producing
pottery.

Phaga Description

1 Slightly stoney garden scoil

7 Slightly storey garden soll contalinlng SK 3

1 Slightly stoney garden soll with higher sand
content than 18




Table Gemf, Linlithgow. Catalogue cf contexts procuclng pottery and small

finds,

Context Period Phase  Description

2 - - Unatratified

5000 - - Unstratified

5024 4 or lator - Sandy loam NE of chancel

5025 4 - Mortar decey horizon in chancel

5032 4 - 511t 4n chancel. Early 15th contury

5034 4 - Deposit in chancel

5035 Jor 4 - Graveyard soil 7assocliated with SK 7

5044 3 10 Construction of nave of friary church

5052 4 - Crhencel deposlt. Early 15th century

5053 4 - Rubble deposit in chancel. Early 15th
century

5100 2 - E of pre-friary chapel

5125 73 - Graveyard soil

5150 2 1 N-5 gulley f111 (Ill &7)

5164 2 - Grave of 5 141

60CC - - Unstratified

6002 - - Modern

6003 post 4 - Loam In claustral areca

6C05 poat 4 - E wali, E range (Ill 36)

6021 4 - Robbing trench, Interface between natural

€024 4 - Doorway between Rooms 1 and 2, E range (Il
36)

6026 4 - Trampled clay layer in E range

6029 4 - Fil1l of cut 6028, dug to extract salli beam in
Rocm 1 (Ili 36)

6047 4 - Silty loam in claustral arca

6050 4 - Mortar rubble over E range

6053 4 - Layer of broken aslates in Room 2, £ range

6054 4 - E rango, Kocm 2

6058 4 - Uppermost stone rubbie E range, Room 3

6C66 4 - E range, Room 2

6071 4 - Layer of fragmented rubble in Room 3, E range

12 + B7



Table 62mf (cont)

Context

6072
6074

60T
608!
G086
6088

6089

6091
6093
6122
6130
6132

6137
6151
EiB4
6157
6188
6217

6229

6238
6252
6263
6309
6602
6603
6604

Perlod

73

PSR O R

W W W Y

24

73
73

Phase

10=14
10-14

12-14
10

10
10

10-14

Dascription

Unstratified

Interface betweon Periods 3 and 4 In Rooa 3,
E range

Stone rubble in E range, Recm 4

E range, Room 2 (Ill 36)

E ranga, Rcem 3 {(Ill 36)

Interface between Perlods 3 and 4 in Room 3,
E range

Fill of robber trench 6021, assoclated with
wall 6004 In E range

Hollow in claustral area

Cornstructicnal spread in Recam 2, B range
Slate and mortar rubble, Rocm &4, E range
Drain fill, along E side, E rangc

Fiil of foundation cut 6013 for wall 6005, &
range

loam in claustral area

E range, Room 4

E range cccupatlon in Recem 4

E range occupation in Room 4

Sub E range, Rooo 2

Interface between natural and 6217,
cultivated soil

Interface between natural and undated lcam
horizon €210 under E rango, Room 3

Cobbles in E area (Ill 26)

Cobbles in E area (Ill 26)

Mortar spread over cloister (I1l 40)
Claustral grave of Sk 161

Above W range {Ill 40)

Loam over claustral area

Loam over claustral area

12 1 B8




Table 62mf (cont)

Context Period vegcription

6605 post 4 Above W range

6606 pest & Clay loam in claustral area

6612 3 Deposit in c¢laustral area

6615 4 or later Clayey si1lt layer in claustral area

6617 post 4 Clayey silt in claustral area

6620 post &4 Clayey silt in claustral area

6527 Claustral silt

65634 Claustral deposit

6638 Rubble over claustral area

6651 Grave of 5K 192, claustral area

6656 Clayey silt and sand in claustral area

6660 N-5 gulley fill (I11 77)

6561 511t in claustral area

6673 Clay and sand assoclated with W range

7004 Destruction horizon in pre-friary chapel
7005 Rubble layer in nave. Probably 14th century
7008 Clay layer above nave

7012 Rubble within nave

7015 Silty clay and inclusicns N of nave

7017
7024
7029
1032
7044
7054
T056

Fill of altar base in nave

Robbing cut in nave, pre-iSth century
Slate layer within nave

Clay and sand layer within pre-friary chapel
Mixed rubble E of nave

Clay soil from within pre-friary chapel
Floor of Butlding 2

7066 Crave of SK 124

7078 Soil W of church

7079 Modern above Bulldings 1 and 2

7082 Fill of drain 7026, W of nave

LA I U S A e

7060 4 Sandy clay layer in pre-friary chapel
7093 Sandy clay in pre-friary chapel




Table é2mf (cont)

Context Feriod Description

7097 Modern soll atove Bullding 2

1099 Cut and fill of grave associated with SK 152
in nave

7137 Clay silt above Bullding 2

7175 Foundztlion trench assoclated with
constructicn of N wail of pullding 2, W of

T1B4 Bullding 1

7187 Within Buiiding 1 (111 29)

7160 Fill of post-pit, W end Bullding 1 (Ill 29)

7197 rloor of Bullding 1

7199 Qccupaticn layer within Building 1

7228 Silty clay, charcral flecked, W of church

1507 4 or later fobblng feature in area of latrine

8003 4, Destruction material assoclated with 5 range

#2010 RFubble over S range

E016 Mortar rubble over S range

agee Stoney horizon in area of S range (Iil 26)

8038 - Post frlary loam to S of S range

£046 Destruction rubble over S range

8068 Pit under S range. Hedieval

8073 Rubble in S range

8167 Clayey loam above S range

Be213 Fost pit, inner fill of charcoal
B215 Cuter 111 of post pit

82117 Post pit

8219 Fill of post-pit 8212 (Ill 24)




Table 63mf.,

Context

Ferth,.
finds.

Feriod

LA S A R A T T i

Cataloguo of contexta producing pottery and small

Description

Subsoil

Demolitlon mortar and rubble over E wall, Building 1
Clay spread directly overlying demolitlon rubble of E
wall, Building 1

Demolition material overlying graves withlin Bullding 1
Grey brown silty soil below subsoll

Mortar and rubble, machine trench

Urstratified

Machine trench &

Widespread silt over Buillding 1

Widespread silt over Eullding 3

Green-grey silty clay with rubble, mortar flecks end

disturbed timbers

Fi1l of trench 51, robber trench of wall 113 (Ill 48)
Fill of disturbed grave 57, within Bulldirg 1

Modern

Fill of feature heavlly disturbed, contalning human
bones, cut through demoliticn rubble over Bullding 1
S0il associated with SK 7

Fill of grave of SK 4 dug into demolition rubble over
Building 1 (I11 45)

Demolition material over bulldingsa

Demolition material

Backlill of robber trench of E wall of Building 3

Fill of robber trench of E wall of Building 1

Pit cut into top of backfiiled ditch 141

S5ilt layer within Building 2

Brown clay loam and sandstones within Bullding 2

Light brown silty clay <n S side of trench 106, robber
trench of S wall of Bullding 2

Hixed brown silt in linear E-W slot 152 (Ill 45)

Top rill of ditch 141, assoclated with Buliding 2 (Il1l




Table 63maf (cont)

Context Period

129 3
136 3
l4e 3
150 4
155 2
164 1
168 2
172 4
183 4
189 4
224 2

Dé¢scription

46, 47)

Upper 11l of ditch 141, assoclated with Bullding 2
(111 46, 47)

Fubble and soil over b wall of Building 2, wall 135
Blue-grey silty clay, with high wood centent, {111 of
ditch 141, associated with Building 2 (I11 46, &47)
Fill of trench 149, rcbbe, trench of wall 113 (111 48)
Fill of linear slot 154, cutting top of clay dump in
Building 3 (I11 46)

Fill of grave of 5X 11, which was plank lined and
assocliated with Bullding 1 (I11 45)

Black sllty clay occupation debrls over floor surface
147, within Building 3 and under vellow clay 146
Overlying latd atones 173, B of robber trench 107, E
wall of Building 3

Robber trencn at SE corner of Bullding 1 (111 48)
Fill of robber trench 188, the 5 wall of Building 3
{111 46)

Grey brown clay silt under floor surface 147 and over
occupation layer 225 within Building 3

12 : Bl




9.2 THE SMALL FINDS

INTRGDUCTION TO SITE REPORTS AND CATALOGUES J A STOMES

In this microflche section the finds from all three sltes are
catalogued and described, in the order Aberdeen, Linlithgow, Perth.
Tne small group of prehistoric finds from Linlithgow is described and
catalogued at the beginning of the Linlithgow section. The modieval
finds from each site are exaoined according to the material of which

they are manufactured.

For general discussion of the finds, see Chapter 9.1 in the main
text of the volumwo., Here in microfiche, points specific to
individual attes or finds arc conslidered in greater detall, Although
in broad terms consistency has been provided across all three site
small find reports, no attempt has been made to pretend that sll are
written in the same style. In general reports have been kept as
close a3 posaible to the authors' originala, but sufflclent editing
has been done to ensure an absence of conflict bebuween them., In the
catalogues, context or layer numbers, and period numbers are
indicated., Descriptions of @ll contexts and layers containing small
finda are included in Tables 60mf, 61mf, 62mf and 63mf, In the
fiberdeen cataloguo, small find nupbers arc those given to many of the
objects on siteyp in the Perth catalogue, accession numbers reflect

the layout of the site srchive,

The majority of the finds illustrations from the three sites are
reproduced in the main text of the volume. But a small group of
finds from cach site (atone, lead, iron and bone from fberdeent lead,
copper alloy and iron from Linlithgow: stone, lead, copper alloy and
fron froam Perth) are illuatrated in microfiche., The lacation of an
illustration i3 indicated in the catalcgue at the beginning of each
clasg of objects aor at the entry for an individual object.
Illustrations which are in microfiche are indicated by mf afltor the

number.
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9.3 ABERDEEN SMALL FINDS

CONTENTS

9,3.1 Glass objlects

9.3.2 &tone objects

9.3.3 Cerazic objects (floor tiles and roof furniture)
9.3.4 Lead cbjects

2.3.,5 Copper alloy objects

6 Iron objects

9.3.7 Bone objects

9.3.8 Coins and coin welgnt

9.3.7 GLASS OBJECTS J A STOGHES, R ODDY

WINDOW GLASS (Il1 93)

A nuzber of fragments of window glass were recovered from in and
around buildings thought to be part of the Carmelite friary. The
fragments were recovered almost exclusively froam Bullding 1, which
may have been the church. 15 pleces were excavated from layers
assoclated with another stone building, Bullding 3, in Trenches 1 and
3, some 25m S of the peaslible church. 2 concentratlions of giass
fragments (Trench 4, layers 153/157 and Trench 5, layer 316) may
possibly have been found in the position where they fell when the
windows were destroyad. But the romainder of the pleces assccliated
with Bulldlng 1 were in scattered solls which had been seriously
disturbed by burials, It will be seen from the more detailed
discussion below that {rom fabric and style the glass seems to falil
into 2 dating periods - late 13th - 14th century, and 16th century.
The earlier group clearly can be associated with the main pericd of
the frie-y's existence, while the latter must be the result of
repairas carried out towards the end of the house's 1lifetime.

Tho window glass falls into 3 main types:

a) Originelly a clear, colourless glass, although it is now decayed
to a black, Gpaque laminating material, Host of this glass is
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9.3.1 ABRRDEEN SMALL FIMDS (cont) GLASS

undecorated, but the group includes 10 pileces showing traces of
reddish-brown paint. Tne decoration includes stiff-leaf and
frulting-leaf follage, and 1 plece 1s crosgs-hatched. Thesc
notlif's would seem to fit into a late 13th - 14th century context.
Although few of the deslgns can be closely paralleled elsewhere,
a general comparlson can be made with glass of tnat date in

Lincoln Cathedral {Read and Daker 1960, 64, pl 19).

) There arc 2 possible fragments of coloured glass. 1 small plece
{5 flasned ruby (red), that i3 colourless glass with a thin layer
of ruby on 1 side, Another fragment 1s aguamarine and is
severely laminated, but 1s probably also window glass, and would

fit, along with the ruby piece, into the same late 13th - 14th

century contoxt as the painted pleces.

c¢) The third group comprises glass fragments largor, morc
substantlial and less corroded than the other pieces, in a palce
green colour. These are probably i6th century in date. A group
of thesz2 pileces was found in assoclation with a number of lead
cumes, the channellaed strips wnich held the glass in place in the

window.

The overall impressicn given by this window glass i5 that of an
assemblage left over by deliberate destruction of windows, presumably
at or after the Reformation. Ciearly nothing like whole windows are
represented, and we nave the pleces which fell when the glazing was
removed, mainly for the sake of the lead cames, although the glass
itself may perhaps have been taken awky to be used as cullet, The
fact that only 3 lead cames, and those twisted, Were found, would
tend to support the theory that hore, ag at so many other
eccleslantical sites, the major portion of the lead was removed for

molting down and re-use,

The catalogue which foliowa includes only the palnted and coloured
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9.3.1 ABERDEEN SMALL PINDS {(cont) GLASS

glass fragments. Most of the palnted pleces are alse illustrated.

Thicknesa ¢ 2.7%mm. Palnted curvilinear design with frulting
3-berry follago. Late 13th - 14th century. Trench 4, Layer
175, Period 5, (Small Find 151).

Tnickness ¢ 2.50mm. Remains of 2 grozed edges. Painted
curvilinear design. Late 13th - 14th century. Trench 5, Layer
205, Perlod 2c, (3mall Find 168).

Trickness ¢ 2.75mm. Part of 1 edge grozed? Palnted curvilinear
design with stiff-leaf foliage. Late 13th - 14th century.
Trench 3, Layer 92, Ferlod 2c, (3mall Find 180).

Thickness ¢ 2.7%mm. Painted design of very stylized foliage
wlth design in reserved arca. Late 13th - 14th century. Trench
4, Layer 197, Period 2¢, (Small Find 180).

Thickness ¢ 1.75mm.  Curved surface as result of warping. !
grozed aedge. Painted linear design, possibly part of follage
pattern. Tronch 4, Layer 157, Perlod 3, (3mall Find 156},

Thickness ¢ 2.75mm. 2 grozed edges. Painted strip with part of
figure-of-eight daesign in astickwork. Part of a border., Late
13th = t4th century., Trench 5, Layer 338, Perlod 2, (Small Find
142},

Thickness ¢ 3mm. 1 grozed edge. Painted linear decoration with
sticKkwork detail. Part of a border. Late 13th - 14th centupy.
Compare a fragment from St Peter's Street, NHorthampton

{Cakley and Hunter 1979, 296, fig 130, no 2)+ Trench 4, Laysr
207, Perliod 2¢, (Small Find 199),

c 27 % camm, Thickness ¢ 4mm. Painted linear decoraticn with
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5.3.1 ABERDEEN GMALL PINDS (cont)
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.
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2.

stickwork detull. Similar to 7. Part of a border. Late 13th -
T4th century, Trench 4, Layer 169, Feriod 4, (Small Find 1667,
Hot i{llustrated.

Thickness ¢ 2.79mm. Palnted linear decoration with
cross-hatching. Possibly part of an archltectural canopy.
Frobably late 13th - 14th century. Trench 4, Layer 197, Feriod
2c, (Small Find 174).

Thickness ¢ 2.50mm. Shapeless patch of palnt in middle of
fragment. Late 13th - 14th century. Trench 4, Layer 207, Perilod
2c, (5mall Find 16063. kot illustratoed.

¢ 10 x 17mm, Thickness ¢ 2.25mm. 1 grozed edge. Tiny strips
of paint along 2 edgcs. Trench 4, Layer 157, Perlod 3, (Small
Find 162). HNot illustrated.

c 20 x 15mm. Thicknecss ¢ 2.50mwm. 1 grozed edge. A desp ruby
red 158 visible when held up to the light, but close examination
shows that 1t 1s flashed or coloured on 1 side only. Late 13th =
1ath century. fTrench 4, Layer 157, Period 3, (Smell Find 157).
hot 1llustrated.

c 16 x 6mm. Thickness ¢ 1mm. Tiny fragment so badly laminated
that only a thin sliver remains, but it is colourcd a deep
nquamarine. Late 13th - 14th century. Trench 5, Layer 338,
rerlod 2, (Small Find 142). HNot {llustrated.

VESSEL GLASS (I1l 102}
Only a few small pleces could definitely be identified as vessel

glasa, although some othars were 50 fragmentary that it was

impossible to say what was theilr original form., 2 small delicate

fragments decorated around the rim with cream enamel are in thne

venetian tradition, possibly imported from the Netherlands in the
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9.3.1/2 ABERDEEN SMALL PIMDS (cont) GLASS/S5TONE

17¢tn century.

14, Thickress ¢ 0.50mn.  Fragment of rim of vessel in
yellowish-white translucent glass with § parallel lines of cream
ename. decoratlon., With such a small plece it 1s difficult to
Judge what sort of vessel it is from, or to estimate lts
original diameter, but it may be from a small standing dish or
tazza. Some (ragments of glass from Castle Loch, Mochrum,
Wigtownshire (Radford 1949, 53] have a simpilar enamel decoration
at the rim, Tne 17th-century date suggested for these would
probably apply alsc to thls Aberdeen fragment and to 15
below. Facon de Venlse, perhaps lmported from the Netherlands.,
Trench 44, Layer 295, Period 5, Small Find 128.

15, Thickness ¢ 0.25%mm. Tiny and badly laminated fragment with
remains of 2 parallel strips of enamelling at 1 end. Vory
simllar to 14, possibly from the saze vesscl, although the 2

pleces were found In different trenches. Facon de Venise,

perhapa an import from the hetherlands in the 17th century.
Trench 3, Layer 80, Perlod 3a, {3mall Find £01).

16, Thickness 1.,50mm (body) - Z2mm {(thickest part of rim). Pimsherd
(30 x 20mm) and 1 bodysherd (25 x 15mm) of glass vessel in
green, much laminated fabric. Fossibly dish or platter., 17th
century? Trench 4A, Layer 295, Perlod 5, (Small Find 202). Not
illustrated.

§.2.2 STONE OBJECTS J A STONES
With a contribution by G Stell. Geological identification by G H
Collins, N H Trewin

ARCHITECTURAL FRAGMENTS (Not illustrated) G STELL

17, Chamfered rybat, with traces of dlagonal tooling. 15th=-17th
cantury, Trench 4, Layor 151, Pericd 5.
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9.3.2 ABERDEEN SMALL FINDS (cont) STOME

18, Chamfered rybat. 15th-17th century. Trench 4, Layer 131,

reriod 5.

9. Quolin re-used as door rybat with slot/socket for small wWooden
draw bar. 15th - 17th century. Trench %, Layer 338, Perlod 2.

20. Fragment of reserved ovolo or quarter-round noulding, 15th -
17th century. Trench 5, Layer 330, Fcriod 2.

21, Fragment of asymmetrical ogival moulding with broad flat illet.
TFrom multiple moulding of door cor window surround. Trench &4,
Layer 151, Teriod 5.

ROOF SLATES (I11 92)

Stone roof slates wero recovered from 8 lavers In Trenches 2, 4, 44
and 5. They were all In layers associated in some way with Building
1 and it seems a reasonable assugptlon that this building at least
had a slated roof. 5 of the slates had letterly been used as a cover
(feature CY) for a pit (DJ) within Building i zud belonging to Period
2c.

The surviving fragments show that several different slzes of
slate were in use., This i3 a standard practice in slating to allow

different sizes of slates to be graded over the surface of the roof,

Thosc slates were hung directly over the rafters and supported
either by wooden or iron pega. That at least soame of the Aberdeen
rlates were secured by 1iron nails 1s clear from the 4 examples
(22-24, 33) which have traces of iron staining around the fastening
holes, Each course of slates was scaled to the undarlying course by
means of a strip of mortar, to provide a waterproof rocf. Several of
the Aberdeen stales bear remnants of this mortar. 1In the Angus area
from which these slates derive, the use of such stone was certainly

current until the i8th and 19th centuries, and can atill be sean on
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9.3.2 ABERDEEN SMALL FIMDS (cont) STOME

several biildings of that date and earller, for example Claypotts
Castle near Dundee and an outbuilding at Braehead Cottage, Finavon
Castle (Geoftrcy Stell, pers comm). Presumably o quarry or quarrics
in the Forfar area were well known sources of roofing material in the
medleval period, and for relatively prestiglicus buildings such as a
church the expense of shipping a load of slates up the coast to
Aberdeen would have been acceptanle. It is interesting that the same
slates were 1n use at the Carmelite friaries at Linlithgow and Perth
and notable that the same rock has been identifled in use for a
sharpening wheel at another site in Aberdeen (Furray 1982, 184, 111
105, no 34j.

2 llthologles are included, and are described at 22 and 23 pelow.
Both could have comé from the lower Qld Red Sandstone of the Forfar
area. Both lithologles could have come from different beds in the
same gquarry, the sccond perhaps to provide tninner, smaller slates.

Only sizes of cooplete s3lates are indicated.

Pinki=sh brown micarneous sandstone, blotite and feldspar rich,

(A%
(AW

Flagey lamination enables it to be easily split for roof slates.
305 x 120 x 20mm. Trench 4, Layer 223, Feature CY, Perlod 2c.

23. Fragment. Micaceous dark grey calcarecus sllitatcne with parailel
lamination and scme small trace-fossiis {burrows). Biotite
abundant., Trench 4, Layer 203, Period 3. Not illustrated.

24. As 22. 220 x 180 x 13mm. Trenco 4, Layer 223, Featura CY,
reriod 2c.

25, As 22. 210 x 190 x 13mm. Trench 4, layer 223, teature CY,
Period £c, Not illustrated.

26, Fragment. As 22. T..nch 4, layer 223, Feature CY, Period cc.
¥ot illustrated.,

12 ¢ C9



|'
;

9.3.2 ABERDEEMN SHALL FPIMDS {(cont) STOMB

<7. Fragment. As 22. Trench 4, Layer 223, Feature CY, Perlod 2c.
Wot illustrated.

28. A3 22. 254 % 155 x 15mm. Trench &4, Layer 213, Perled 2c. Not
illustrated.

29, As 22. Size 255 % 180 ¥ 20wm. Trench 4, Layer 263, Period Z2c.
Hot lilustrated.

30. Fragment. As 22, Trench 2, Layer 71, Perlcd 57 kot illustrated.

3. Fragoment. As 22, Trench 44, Layer 295, Perlod 5, Hot
illustrated,

32. Frageent. As 22. Trench 4, Layer 273, Perilod 2¢. Not
lllustrated.

33. Fragment. A3 23. ‘fT1rench 4, Layer 162, Period 5. MNot
illustrated.

34. Fragment. As 23. Trench 44, Layer 293, Period 5. HNot
illustrated.

35, Fragment. As 23, Trench 5, Layer 308, Perlocd 3., Not
illustrated.

SPINDLE WHORL (Il1l 107mf)

16, Low grade metamorphic rock, 7 phyllite. Probably of local
origin. Diamster 27mm. Trench 4, Layer 227, period 2c, {3mall
Find &1).

WEIGHT (I11 107mf}

37. Net or loom waight? Half only remwining. Bedded limestone with
onen cavities left by the solution of shell fragments, Probably
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9.3.2/3 ABERDEEN SMALL FINDS (cont) STOME/CERAMI(

deliberately shaped bofore being carefully plerced. Could have
been a chance find as a fragment in local glaclal drift derived
from the floor of the Horth Seca. A possible onshore origin would
be from the Permtan rocks of Co Durham. Dlazeter B4zm. Trencih 5,
Layer 205, Perlod 2c, (Small Find 155).

WHETSTONHE (Kot illustrated)

38. PFractured pebble of greywacke (slightly metamorphosed muddy
sandstone), probably froo local Dalradian rocks. Polish and
scratches may indlcate use as a whetstone. Surviving length 82mm.
Trench 5, Layer 241, Pericd 2¢, (Swall Find 42).

5.3.3 CERAMIC OBJECTS D W HALL

FLOOR TILES (Kot 1llustrated)

All Aberdeen floor tiles were resldual in the contexts from
which they were recovered and no tiles were found in situ. 2
different types of tlle are represented, 1 glazed yellow and
tihhe other glazed green. The green-glazed tiles are made in an
orange brown fabric that has been very badly wedged causing
white layering to be visible in the clay body. The yellow
tiles are in a purple brown fabric and have the remains of some
sort of raised decoration on their glazed surfaces. HNot enough
of the complete tile remains to definitely identify this
decoratlon but it gives the lmpreasion of possibly being a
heraldic shield. The yellow tiles give the lmpression of having
only been fired once in the kiln when glazed. This single
firing would account for the reduction of the fabric
particularly below the raised decoration,

The poorly made quality of the tiles may suggest that they were
locally aanufactured possibly on the site, A hearth (feature
DT, I1l1 8) located in Trench 5 of the excavation may represent
the remnants of a tile kiln., Sseveral of the tile fragnents
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9.3.3 ABERDEEN SMALL FPINDS (cont) CERAMIC

have stacking scars that indicate how the tiles were stacked in
the kiln for firing. They seem to have been stacked upright

and built up in layers on top of cach other.

Dating of these floor tlles i3 very difficult although the
two-colour ceramic mosalc pattern of yellow and green 1s known
in the 13th century. This pattern was used to glive the same
effect as a black and white marble floor (Eames 1G68, 4.

This same pattern was still in use in the 15th-16th centuries
a3 observed Iin the tile floor of the Trinitarian friary church
In Dunbar (Wordsworth 1933, 48%). As all the Abcrdeen tiles
were residual in context, no absolute datlng from assoclated
finds is possible. The presence of apparently raised
decoraticn on the tiles glazed in yellow 1s interesting and

would have produced an unusual [loor sur’ace.

39. 2 fragmenta from same tile? 1) 655 x 105mm 2) 87 x 104mm.
Thickness 26mm. Hard {abric, purple/brown in colcur. Top
surface glazed yellow with ralsed platform glazed light to dark
green. Fabric below railsed platform reduced grey in colour., 1
fragment has 2 surviving slightiy bevelled edges with splashes
of green and yellow glaze and traces of white slip. Second
fragment has 3 surviving edges with brown glaze and traces of
mortar. Both fragsentd have mortar traces on the base, Trench
5, Layer 308, Pericd 3.

40, 1 fragment, 103 x 93mm. Thickness Zima, Hard fabric,
orange/brown in colour. Top surface glazed green, 3 surviving
bevelled edges with splashesa of green/brom glaze on white slip?
1 edge has remains of stacking mark from iivs Tiring in the kiin,
Bottom is sanded. Trench 5, Layer 334, Period 3.

41, 1 fragoent, 110 x 43am. Thickness 25sa, Had fabric, red/brown
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9.3.3 ABEHDEEM SMALL PIMDS (cont) CERAMIC

in colour with white striations. Top surface glazed dark
green/brown, Renains of slightly ralsed platform on top surface.
Fabric below ralsed platform is reduced grey. 1 surviving
bevelled edge with traces of white slip, Other 2 edges badly
abraded. Bottoo has slight traces of sanding. Trench 5, Layer
308, Period 3.

42, 1 fragment., 75 x 60mm. Thickness 30mm. Hard fabric, orange/red
in colour. Top surface glared dark green/brown. 2 surviving
edges, 1 8lightly bevelied with white slip on surface. Second
edge badly preserved with splashes of green/brown glaze. Bottom
surface 15 sanded. Glazed surface contains a cylindrical hole ¢
9mm deep with maybe the remains “f a keying mark. Trench 5,
Layer 308, Period 3.

43, 1 fragment. 102 x 55mm. Thickness 23mm. Hard f'ragment,
purple/krown in colour. Top surface glazed yellow with raised
ridges. Stacklng scar runs across top surface and bites lnto top
of both raised ridges. Fabric telow raiged edges 1s reduced
grey. 3 surviving bevelled edges. Longest surviving edge 1s
slightiy warped and is glazed brown. 1 of other edges has
traces of brown glaze on a white slip and a stacking scar.

Third surviving edge has traces of brown glaze on a white slip

and a stacking scar. Trench 4A, Layer 293, Periocd 5.

44, 1 fragment., 73 x 68mm. Thickness 26mm. Hard fabric, red/brown
in colour. Top surface glazed green with traces of a stacking
scar. 2 surviving bevelled edges. DBottom surface sanded.
Trench 5, Layer 340, Poriod 3.

45. 1 fragment. 109 x 70mm. Thickness 26mm. Hard fabric,
red/brown in colour., Top surface 1s glazed dark green/brown
with the remains of stacking scar adjacent to a crack in the

upper surface, 3 surviving bevellcd edges. 1 has traces of
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9.3.3 ABERDEENM HMALL rFIMDS {(cont)

stacking scars and a sligkt run off from the glaze on the top
surface. Tne gther ./ edges nave 3alight trace of glazo. Buase
sanded and has traces of green/brown glaze. Trench %, Layer

¥
340, Period 3.
T frageent. 75 x tomm.  Thickness 19me. Hard {abric, red/brown
in calour. Top suarface has traces ol yellow glaze on & white
slip. O surviving abraded upright edges. Dottom surface
plaln, unglaced ang unsanded., Trench &, Layer 209, Periocd 3,
Uolragment. 47 % 48mm. Thickness Ztmm.  Hard fabric,
purple/brown o colour. Top surlace glazed yellow on white slip
with fragment of ralsed green glazed decoration? / surviving
edges with solashes of green/brown glaze and winlte slip. Base

sanded. Trencn &, Layer 18%, Period 2.

Vo fragoment. B7 x T7rmm. Thickneas 24mm.  Harc fabrlc, red/brown
in colour with white striatlons. Top surface glazed green, o
gurviving edges piain and unglazed. Bottom sanded With traces of

gr=en glaze., Trench 5, Layer 32%, Perlod 4,

1 virtually complete tlle. 122 x G95mm. Thickness 37om. Harg
fabric, purplie/brown in colour. 3 surviving upright edgesz. Both
top and bhottom surfaces and &li edges covered |n white mortar.

Trench ¢A, Layer 237, Perlod 4.

1 fragment. G5 x Summ. Thickness 25em. Hard fapbric, red/pruwn
in colour, Top surface glazed yellow green with plant lmpression
in giaze., ¢ surviving ecdges with traces of white slip and

aplashes of yellow/green glaze on 1 edge. Bottom surface sanded,

Trench &, Layar 147, Ferlod 2c.

1 frageent. 101 x 80w, Tnickness 2ism. Hard labric,

orange/red in colour. Top surface glated yellow/green on white

12 @ Cig
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9.3.3 ABERDEEN SMALL FINDS (cont) CERAMIC

51lip. 2 surviving bevelled edges both slipped white. Base
slightly sanded and wnite slipped. Tronch 4, Layer 174, Perilod

5.

52. 2 fragments. 1) Thickness 23mm. Hard fabric, orange/brown in
cclour, Top surface on 1 fragzent glazed green. 2 surviving
edges on glazed fragment and sanded bottom., Other fragment
unglazed with traces of white slip. Trench 44, Layer 250,
Perlod 4.

wn
(%)

1 fragment, 26 x 28mm. Thickness 18mm. Hard fabric,
orangc/brown in colour. Top surface glazed groen. Bottom
surface slightly sanded and no surviving odges. Trench 4, Layer
161, Perlod 2¢.

54, 1 fragment. 46 x 19mm. Tnickness 26mm. Hard fabric, red/brown
in colour with sllgntly reduced grey core. Top surface glarzed
yallow/brown. 1 surviving edge with white slipped surface,
Trench &, Layer 161, Perled 2c. '

55, ' fragnent. Hard fabric, orange/red in colour. 1 speck of
yellow glaze on top surface, Fragment very abraded. Trench 44,
Laycr 289, Perlod 4,

RCOF FURNITURE (Not i{llustrated) D W HALL

A4 fairly large group of rcof tile fragments were found in the demolition
levnls at the Aberdeen friary, a8 well &5 a amall number of poasible
chimney pot and flue fragments,

PEQ TILE (Not illustrated)

56+ 1 fragment, B85 x Timm., Thickness 10mm. Hard fabric, orange/red
in colour. Bottom surface heavily gritted, 1 surviving straight
wdge. Trench 4, Layer 162, Period 2,
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9.3.3 ABERDEEN GMALL FIMDS (cont) CERAMIC

N
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58.

60,

61.

52.

63.

H4.

65,

1 fragment. 27 x 27mm. Thickness 10mm. Hard fabric, light
crange/red in colour. Trench 5, Llayer 338, Perlod 2.

1 fragment. 98 x 65ra.  Thickness 15mm. Hard fabric, red/brown
In colour. 1 surface neavily gritted. 1 surviving edgo.
Trench 44, Layer 347, Period 2.

! fragment. 31 % 3Jmm. Thickness 10mn. Hard faoric, light rad

in colour with grey core. Trencn 4, Layer 201, Perlod Zc.

2 fragments. Larger plece 57 X 56mm. Thickness 11mm. 1)
fragment hard orange/red fabric with grey core. 2) fragment
hard 1light orange/red fabric with dark grey core. 1 plece has
heavily sanded face. Trench 5, Layer 209, Perilcd 2c.

1 fragment., 50 x 45mm. Thickness 17ma. Hard fabric, lignt
orange/red with dark grey core. 2 surviving fingcred cdges.
Trench 5, Layer 209, Period 2c.

18 fragments., Largest plece 76 x 42omm. Thickness 11mam. 17
fragments in hard light brown fabric. 1 fragment purple/red
hard fabric. All fragments have 1 sanded facc. 4 pleces have
surviving edges. One fragment has surviving lug, 26 x 10mm.
Trench 44A, Layer 305, Period 3.

4 fragments. Largest plece 65 x 45mm, Thickness 14mm. Hard
fabric, orange/red in colour. 1 plece has one heavily sanded
surface. Trench 4A, Layer 307, Period 3.

2 fragments., 5% x 38mem. Thickness 10mm. Hard fabric, light
brown in colour., 1 surface sanded., Trench 5, Layer 308, Pericd

3.

1 fragment, 46 x 35mm, Thickness 11mm, Hard fabric, red/brown
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9.3.3 ABERDEEN SHALL PINDS {cont) CERAMIC

66,

64.

0.

72

3.

in colour. 1 surface sanded. Tranch 4A, Layer 311, Period 3.

1 {ragonent.. 60 x 47wm. Thickness 12mm. 1V surviving edge and 1
heavily sanded face. Trench 44, Layer 318, Period 3.

1 fragment. 48 x 30mm. Thickness Smm. Hard fabrilc, red/brown

in colour. 1 surface sanded. ‘Trench 4A, Layer 321, Period 3.

13 fragments. Largest fragment 90 x S5fmmn. Thickness Smm. Hard
fabric, orange/red in colour. Top surfaces retain traces of
heavily gritted surface. 1 fragment has remains of rectangular
peg hole 6mm wide. 4 fragments have remnants of 2 stralght
cdges.  Trench 5, Layer 326, Feriod 3.

6 fragments, Largest fragment 72 X 84mm. Thickness i3mm, Hard
fabric, orange/brown in colour. Top surface hoavily sanded., 4

fragmenta have surviving edges. Trench 5, Layer 320, Pericd 3.

33 fragments. Largest fragment 80 x 110om. Tnickness 12mm.
Hard fabric, corange/red in colour. Top surface heavily =anded.
5 fragments have surviving edges. Trench 5, Layer 326, Perlod 3.

27 fragments. Largest fragment BO x 57mm. Thickness 1Z2mm. Hard
fabric, light brown in colour. 1 surface heavily gritted. 7
pleces with surviving edges. Trench 5, lLayer 326, Period 3.

39 fragments. Largest fragment 70 x 82mm, Tnickness 10wa. Hard
fabric, light brown in colour. 1 surface heavily gritted. 3
fragments with surviving edges. Trench 5, Layer 326, Period 3.

1 fragment, 56 x 35mm., Thickness 12mm, Hard fabric, light
prown with grey core., 2 surviving edges. 3lightly curved,
Treanch 4A, Layer 328, Period 3,
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9.3.3 ADERDEEN SHMALL PINDS (cont) CERMAMIC

T4.

75,

79.

80.

B,

5 fragmeénts. Largest fragoent 90 x 87mm. Thickness 10mm.  Hard
fabrlc, red/brown in colour., 1 surface heavily gritted, 1
fragment has 1 surviving stralght edge. Trench 5, Layer 234,

Period 3.

10 fragzents. Largest fragment 83 x 88mm. 7Thickness 13mm. Hard
fabric, orange/red in colour. Top surfaces retaln traces of
heavy gritting. 2 fragments have remalns of straignt edges.
Trench 5, Layer 334, Period 3.

16 fragzents. Largest fragrent 50 x 64mm. Thickneas 13mm. Hard
fabric, light brown 1in colour. Top surface heavily sanded. Ko

surviving edges. Trench 5, Laycr 334, Peried 3.

2% fragrents. Largest fragment 65 ¥ 62 mm. ‘Thickness Yamm.
Hard fabric, orange/red in colour., Top surface heavily sanded,

5 fragments have surviving edges. Trencn 5, Layer 334, Feried 3.

3 fragments. Largesat fragment 70 x 55mm. Thickness 12wmn. Hard
fabric, orange/red in colour., Tep surface heavily sanded. &

fragments have surviving edges. Trench 5, Layer 334, Period 3.

3 fragments, Largest fragment B0 x 58mm. Thickness 12mm, Hard
fabric, red/brown in colour. 1 fragmont has 1 surviving edgoe
and heavily gritted surface, Trench 44, Layer 336, Period 3.

18 fragmonts, Largest fragment 79 x 10imm, Thickness lima,
Hard fabric, orange/rad in colour. Bottom surface heavily
gritted. largest fragment has 1 surviving peghole Tmn wide. 5
fragmentc have remains of straight edges, Trench 5, Layer 340,
Period 3.

29 fragmants, Largsst fragment 53 % 60mm, Thickness 10nm., Hard
fabric, light brown in colour., 1 surface heayily gritted, 3

12 1 D4
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9.3.3 ABERDKEMN SMALL FINDS {(cont)

84.

85.

£6.

pileces with surviving cdges. ‘Trench 5, Layer 340, Teriod 3.

1 fragroent. 68 x 65mm. Thilckness 15mm. Hard fabric, red/brown
in ¢olour. 1 surface heavily gritted. 1 surviving edge. Tronch
4A, Layer 347, Perlod 3.

Y fragments, Thickness 12mm. 73 x 58zm. Hard fabric, red/broun
In colour. 1 surface heavily sanded. 2 fragments nave surviving
edges. Trench &4, Layer 169, Period 4.

1 fragment. 128 x 106mm. Thicknesa 13mon. Hard fabrilc,
red/brown in colour. Top surface has traces of a white slip. ¢

surviving stralght edges. Trench 4, lLayer 177, Ferlod 4.

1 fragment. Light red/brown hard fabric., 2 surviving straight
edges.  Upper surface heavily sanded. Trench 4, Layet 183,
reriod 4,

3 fragments. 39 x 51mm. Thickness 10mm. Hard fabric,
orange/red 1in colcur. Trench 4, Layer 183, Perlod 4.

RIDGE TILES (Hot illustrated)

a7.

89.

3 fragments. Largest fragment 53 x 45mm., Thickness Zduam. Hard
rfabric, red/btrown in colour, 2 pleces have 1 heavily sanded
face. Trench 44, layer 333, Pericd 2.

13 fragments, Largest plece 62 x S0mm. Tnilckness 15mm. Hard
fabric, red/brown in colour. 1 surface heavily sanded., Trench
4A, Layer 328, Period 3.

29 fragments, Largest fragment 70 x 57mm. Thicknesl‘11mm. Hard

fabric, lignt brown in colour. Top surfaces heavily sanded,
Trench 5, Layer 340, Perlod 3,

12 + D5
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9.3.3 ABERDEEM SHALL FINDS {cont) CERAMIC

90, ¢ fragments, Largest fragment 62 x Tiomm, Thickneas iSme.
Hard tabric, red/brown in colour with grey core. 1 fragment is
carved and nas slight traces of smoke blackening on its external

surface. Trencn 4A, Layer 287, Perlod 4.

81, 3 fragements. Largest fragment 126 x S56mm.  Thickneas 1Smm,  YHard
fabric, orangesred in cclour. Largest (ragment has slightly
curved proflle, Top surface sanded. Bottom surface has traces

of amosthing on the clay, Trench 4A, Layer 2%5, Perlod 5.

CHIMNCY PG5S (Not lliustrated)

9z. 1 fragment. 80 x Témm. Thickness 16mm. Hard fabric, corange/red
in colour., Slightly curved, 1 surviving stralght edge. External
surface smoke blackened., Posalbly a chimney pot (ragment.

Trench 3, Layer 1049, Period Za.

33, 2 fragmenta. Larger (ragment 65 x 45mm.  Thickness iJmm. Both
pieces wWwheel thrown. 1 fragment has a smootnhed edge. Traces of
smoke blackening on external surface, FPossibly a chimney pot

fragment. Trench 4, Layer 177, Peplod 4,

G4, 5 fragments, Largest tragment 130 x S0mm. Thickness iZom.
Hard fabric, red/brown with grey core. All fragpents are wheal
turned. External sauriaces have traces of sooke blackening. 7
fragments have pieces of square, swoothed cdge surviving.
Possibly from a chimncy pot or (lue. Trench 4A, Laysr 290,

Feriod 4.

FAM TILES (Mot illustrated)

95, 1 fragment. 75 x 35%mm. Thickness 1lxmm. Very hard fabric
red/brown in colour. 1 surviving curving edge., Mortar traces

on both sides. Trench 5, Laysr 256, Parlod 2c.

3., 17 (ragmsnts. Largest Cragment S4 x 29mm. Thickneas 10mm. 2

12 . DG
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9.3.3/4 ABERDEEM SMALL FPIMDS {cont) CERAMIC/LEAD

fragrents in light brown fabric. 15 pleces in orange brown
fabric. 1 piece has heavily aanded surface. Trench S, lLayor
341, Perlod 3.

LEAD CBJECTS J A STOMES
WINDOW CAMES (Kot illustrated}

97. Length ¢ 5Yom., Trench 5, Layer 316, Period 3, 3mall Find 158,

98. l~ghaped fragrment. Badly corroded. Length ¢ 37mm. Trench
4, Layer 197, Perilod 2c.

PIPING (I11l 107nf)

99, Scction of lead plping., Length 69%mm. Made from single folded
sheet of lead, wlth additional binding at joint. Four 1.5zm deep
notches on fold, 230mm from binding. Trench 5, reature EH, Layer
331, Period 2 {(Small Find 196).

MISCELLANEOUS (Not illustrated)

100, Rectangle., Curve cut out of 1 corner. 2 roughly circular

irndentations in the corners of opposlite short slde, ¢ 35 x

25mR. Trench 5, Layer 240, Period 3, (Small Find 1G0).

101, Sub-rectangular plece. Laminated and of very poor quality.
Trench S, Layer 209, fericd 2c, (Small Find 179).

102. Waste piece. Trench 3, Layer 125, Perlod 2a, (Small Find 192).

103, Waste plece. Tranch 5, Layer 254, Perlod 1, (Small Find ti12).

104, waste plece., Trench 5, Layer 252, Porliod 2, (Small Find 84).

105. Waste plece, Trench 5, Layer 242, Period 2¢, (3Small Find 45),

106, Curved and pointed strip. Length 42mm, Trench 5, Layer 205,

2 1 D7



9.3.4/5 ABERDEEN SHMALL FIMDS (cont) LERAD/COPPER ALLQOY

- Pericd 3, (Small Find 165).

107, Waste piece. Trench 4, Layer 161, Period £c.

‘; 108. Waste picce. Trench 4, Layer 157, Feriod 3.

E: 9.7.5 COPPER ALLOY GBJECTS J A STOMES
BOOK FITTIKRGS {Ill G6)

109. Embossed flower shape with 6 petals., Central hole probably for

rivet. Diameter 17mm. Compare a group of c¢blects (roa

[} Coventry (wWocdfeld and Goodall 1981, fig 6, nos 80-3), Trench
‘é 3, Layer 134, Period 2a, (3mall Find 189).

”% Dored head with backing disc connected by iron pin (with silver
fﬁ tip?). Diameter 1lmm. Intermediate disc of ?leather. Dlameter
‘55 of backing dlsc 6mm. Trench 4, lLayer 227, Peried 2c, (Small

Find 72}.

T8 1 -

Book or belt fitting? Diamond-shaped plate with small circular

hole at either end and a larger one slightly below centra.
; Length 22.50mm. Trench &4, Layer 273, Poried 2¢, (Small Find
1157 .

Book, beit or casket fitting? Rectangular chamfered plate with
2 rivet holes, counter-sunk at back. Length 15mzm. Trench 5,
Layer 209, Period 2c, (Small Find 49).

LACE-ENDS (Not 1llustrated)

A group of objects found 1n association with the burlals are very
aimilar to lace-ends fcund elsewhere, notably at 5t Peter's Street,
, Northaapton (Qakley and Webater 1979, 262-3, flg 113, noa 254, etc)
; and at Hadleigh Casntle, Essex {(Drewett 1975, 144<5, fig 29). There

were 2 distinct types of lace-end present at both Aberdeen and
Linlithgow sites. Type 1 18 cylindrical with both enda the same

e
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9.3.5 ADBERDEEN SMALL PINDS (cont) COPPER ALLOY

diameter, with the edgea abutting or folded over. Type 2 1s sllightly
narrower than type 1, tapering towards 1 end. Type 2a is similar to
type 2 Wwith a single palr of opposed holes near the wider end, which
would once have contalned relnfeorcing rivets. 'Inisz £ype only

definitcly occurs at Linlitngow.

Type 1
'13. Fragrent. [Length Smm. Trench 4, Layer 201, Perlod Zc¢, (Small
Find 11b).

14, Part only. Badly corroded. Length ¢ i7mm. Trench 4, Layer
22¢, Perlod 2¢, (Small Find 19a).

115. Part only. Length 1Tmn. Found beside lumbar vertebrae of 5K
51. Trench 4, Layer 222, Period 2c, {(Smail Find 18}.

116. Both ends missing. Contains remains of leather lace? Length
16.5mm. Trench 2, lLayer 222, Perlod 2c, (3zall Find 1za).

Type 2
t17. Part only. Length 13mam. Trench 4, Layer 227, Paerlcd 2c, (Ssali
Find 62}).

118, Both cnds missing. HRemalns of leather lace? protruding by 4mm.
Length 15mm, Trench 4, Layer 222, Period 2c, {Small find 1Gb).

119, 2 fragmenta.  Very badly corroded. Remains of leather lace?
Total length ¢ 14mm. Found above right ribs of Sk 46. Trench

5, Layer 209, Period 2c¢, {Small Find 14),

120. Both ends missing. Remains of leather lace? protruding by &4mm,
Length 20ma. Trench &4, Layer 201, Period 2¢, (Small Fiad 16).

12 1+ DS
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9.3.5 ABERDEEN GMALL FINDS (cont) COPPER ALLOY

PINS (I11l 100)

121.

125,

126,

127.

128,

130,

Head formed by twiating wire twice round shaft. Length 37.5zm.
Trench 4, Layer 163, Period 5, (Small Find 152}).

. Similar to 121. Head wissing. Lengtn 30mm. Trench 4, Layer

161, Period Zc, {Small Find 163). HNot illustrated.

. Badly corrcded. Head made by twisting wire ¢ 13 times round

shaft. Length 30z, Trench 44, Layer 297, Perlod 3, (Small Find
1301, Kot 1llustrated.

. Head forwmed by twisting wire 13} times round shaft and then

rounding and smoothing it off. Length 31mm. Trench 44, Layer
i, Period 5, (Small Find 12). Not illustrated.

Similar to 122. Llength 26mm. Trench 4A, Layer 293, Feriod 5,
(Small Find 126). Hot illustrated.

Similar to 122, length 28.50mm. Trench 4A, Layer 1, Forlod 5,
(Small Find 124). Not illustrated.

Covered with thick layer of corrogsion. Polnt missing. Head
roughly spherical. Length 34mm. Trench 4A, Layer 314, Period
5, (Small Find 133). Hot illustrated.

Shaft. Length 28.50mm., Found next to left (ibla of SK81.
Trench 5, Layer 201, Period 2¢, (Small Find 30). HNot

illustrated.

Fragment of shaft. Length 15.50mm. Trench 4, Layer 201,
Period 2¢, (Small Find 11a), Kot illustrated.

Pin or needle., Top part missing. Made from a rolled sheot of
setal,. Length 24,.50mm, Found beside SK 86, Trencn 5, Layer 244,
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9.3.5 ABERDEEN SMALL FIMDS (cont) COPPER ALLOY

Period 2c, (Small Find 51), Not illustrated.

3%, Fragoent of pln or needle? As above. Both ends missing.
Length 14mm,. Trench 5, Layer 2090, Pericd 2¢,(Small Find 17).
Not 1llustrated.

FITTINGS (111 100)

132, Rectangular in shape with a notch cut slightly to 1 side of
the middle on eacnh long side. Small polnt on 1 short side.
Cther end has been thickened by the addition of a thicker
rectangle. 2 rivets. Flbrous substance between rivet heads and
body. Length 13mm, Diazeter of rivet_heads 4mm. Trench 4, Layer
2ieg, Period Zc, (Small Find 173}.

133. A3 132. Trench 4, Layer 227, Periocd 2¢, (Small Find 36). kot
1llustrated.,

BRACELET {Ill1 50, 100)

134, Oval loop with gap of Zmm botween 2 ends which have been cut
straight across, Inclsed zlg-zag decoration, worn away in
places. Qval in section. [Dlameter 7Timm (max). Diametsr 60mm
(mln), Diameter of section omm (max). Found on left wrist of 3K
84, Trench 4, Layzr 236, Perlod Zc, {Small Find 48).

RING (Not illustrated)
135. Fragment of ring? Triangular in section. Length c 24mm. Width
2.50mm. Trench 5%, Layer 209, Period 2¢, (Szmall Find 10).

VESSELS (Kot illuatrated)

136. Fragment. Finished edge along 1 side bent over alightly to form
rim. 29 x 2imx. Thickneas ¢ 0.50mm. Trench 4, Layer 183,
Period 4, (Szall Find 172). |

137. Rim, 63 x ‘dmn. Trench 4, Layer 169, Peciod 4, (Small Find




9.3.5 ABERDEEN SMALL FIMDS (coat) COPPER ALLOY

1e7].

DIVIDERS (Not illustrated)

138. Crudely manufactured with heavy transverse striaticns. Arzs
flat but bevelled from tho shoulders to form almost oval
section., 2 decoratlve notches at the shoulders nave been
crudely flled leaving heorizontal striations. Plvet is of iron.
Length 83mm.  Trench 4A, Layer 287, Feriod 4, (Small Find 123).

SPRING (Not illustrated)

136, Twisted wire colled to form spring with 1 end bent to form
loop. bLength 5Cmm. Trench 3, Layer 122, Period 2a, (Small Find
181},

NEEDLE (Nhot illustrated)

W

140, Broken at cye. Made from drawn wire. Length 33mm.  Diameter
i.5ma.  Trench 44, Layer 300, Period 3, {(Small Find 13i).

o'

DISCS (Not illustrated)
141, Diamcter 13zm. Trench 1, Layer 8, Feriod 3a, (Small Find 188).

142, Diameter 13mm. Trench 3, Layer ¢z, Pericd 2a, (Small Find 1867).

MISCELLANEOUS (Not 1llustrated)

143. Length of wire. Sgquare in section. Slightly flattened at 1
cnd. length 67mm approx. Trench 4, Layer 169, Period 4, {Small

} Find 169).

ly 144, Plece of sheet. Possaibly remains of coffin fitment., ¢ 65 x
H0cm. 2 plerced slits each 8 x Zmu, Found beside 5K 18. Trench
4, Layer 167, Period 2c, {(3mall Find 15}).

145, 4 sheet fragments, Very oadly corroded. Trench 3, Layer 91,
Poriod 2a, (Small Find 9).
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9.3.6 ABRRDEXN SMALL FINDS (cont) IRON

9.3.6 TN OBJECTS J A STORES

BUCKLE(111 1C7Taf)
146, Buckle or coffin handle? Length ¢ 79w, Width ¢ 70mm. Trench
5, Layer 20¢, Feriod 2c, (Saall Find 26).

STAPLE (Mot iilustrated]
147, Hounded top. [ength 43mm approx. Trench 4, Layer 227, Period
¢, (Small Find 197). Kot illustrated.

SWIVEL HCCE (Not {llustrated)
148, Length 4G6mm approx. Trench 4, Layer 757, Pericd 1, (Seall Find
168,

MISCELLANEOUS (Kot illustrateg)
143, Curved sheel. Rectangular with curve cut out of 1 corner. Wood
impressions on inner surface. ¢ 40 x 2Fmm. Trench 3, Layer G7,

Feriod Za, (Small Find i84),

150, J-shaped object. Clrcular copper alloy head and 2 copper alloy
rivets. wWood lefress;ons suggest that it coulid be 8 handle
formed Mrom a 'lat iron plate with wooxden 2ides rivetted in
position, Rectangular in sectlon st top and clircuiar at tip.
The extreme tip im missing. Length ¢ G0mm. Trench &, Layer
29C, Perlcd Zc¢, (Smmll Find 123).

151, Cylindrical object. Outer casing over narrower tube? FRemains
of copper alloy band round centre and iron band round top of
cass. Langth 45mm. Trench &, Layer ¢2¢2, Perlod 2¢, (Small Find
12b).

i%2. Spatulate cblect, Point missing. Length 7TOsm. Trench 5, Layer
203, Pwricd 2c, {Small Find 13}.
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3.3.6/7/8 ABERDEEN SMALL PIMDS (cont} IRON/BONER/COINS
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COFFIN WAILS {(Wot illustrated)

well over 100 coffin nails were recoversed during the excavaticn, some
directly associatmd with individual skeletcns, others in genersl
burial contexts. Many were so corrcded that it was impossible o
discern their original form, but oocat seemed to conform to 2 asizes of
the smoe baslc shape, square-shanked witr amall heads S-fmm in
diasersr, varying from 35-5%0am in length, although some alsc had a

larger head apout 15-C0mn dlapeter,

3.3.7 BOWE OBJECTS J A STONES

Species identificaticn by R Raiph

FPEGS (111 iC7mi)

153, Carved {rom shee, metatarsasl. Lengtn 53mm. Trench LA, Layer
309, Period 3, (Seall Find 185).

154, Similar to 153. Length 75mm. Trencnh 1, Layer 5, Perilcd 3a,

(Small Find 165},

MISCELLANECUS (Not 1llustrated)
155. Part of whistle? Length 4iamm. Trench 5, Layer 209, Period
2c, (Smeall Find 1858),

156, Curved point. Upper part missing. [(ength 4Gem. Trench 4,
Layer 251, Period 2c¢, (3mall Find 76},

3.3.8 COINS AMD COIN WEIGHT D BATESON, N HOLHES

COINS (Mot illustrated) G BATESON

157. Cut halfpenny from silver long craoss penny, Henry 111 class 3b
(1248-50). Mint London, wmoneyer uncertain. Fair saount of
wear - possibly lost as late as 1280, but acre likely
12508/608. Trench 1, Layer 60, Parliocd 2s, (Small Find i82).
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158. Cut halfpenny from silver snort cross penny, Henry IIT, class 7
{1217/18-42), Mint London, moneyer uncertain. Some wear -
lost poasibly as late as 1250, but no later. Trench 4, Layer
201, Period 2¢, (Small Find 47).

1549, Cut halfpenny from silver snort crogs penny, Jonn, class 5bii
{1205-10). HMint London, moneyer 77 William T. TFairly worn,
but possibly lost as late as 1250. Trench 4, Layer 227, Period
2c, {Small Find 41},

COIN WEIGHT (Ill 106) N HOLMES

160, Square chamf'ered block, reverse flat, with relief image on
obvarse of 3-towered castle slightly off-centre. Upper parts
are bevelled uncvenly. Standard of workmanship appears falrly
poor, 12 % 12 % 4mm, Mass 4.45g (68,67 grains). Trench 4,
Layer 278, Pericd 2c, (Small Find 116).

Tne slze and general appearance of thls oblect suggest that it
was probably a coln welght, used for determining whether bulllon
colns, particularly of gold, ware af tho correct mass. HNo coin
welgnta bearing a castle design on a Bquare {'lan are described or
{llustrated in the standard works published to date, howover, and
Scotland has not been regarded as one of the countries in which asuch
itoms were produced, Dieudonne (1925) does not include any Scottigh
welghts, The chapter on 'Great Britalin' includes only pre-Unicn
Zngliah weights and post-Union British types. Houben (1G82} does
not include Scotland in his list of production areas, and it seems
l1ikely that few examples are known. Although Sheppard and Musham
{1523, 215=7) include a list of 21 items under the neading 'Welghts
Used in Scotland', very few of themse can have bsen related to
spacifically Scottish coilnage., Any comments on the Aberdeen plece
must therefore be based on 1ts general similarity Lo known coin
wolghte from other ccuntries and on the probable significance of the
castle design,

id 1 Ef



Jquare coln welghts were belng made on the continent at least as
early as the 15th century, and in 1632 this form Was specifically
forbidden in England. Until as late as 1750 the obverse of weights
usually bore the maln features of the deslgn of the related colns,
and a {ew countries lncorporated a characteristic national mark in
the obverse design, eg the Irish harp and the Prussian eagle. All
square £nglish coin welghts bore on the reverse the .rowncd value,
expressed in shillings and pence and in Roman numerals, of the
related colns, Flain reverses are sometimes found on the earllest
welghts, dating {rom before 1500, but even these often had accessory
marka on the reverse. The latter were small punch-marks, which
indicated that the mass of the welight had becn checked and approved
by an appropriate official.

Bevelling at the angles of sides and hottom was a common feature
of Zurcpean coln welghts, as this assisted the user in extracting
welghts with a needle or piece of wilre from compartments in a wooden
box. Tho obverse design, indicating the type of coln to which thr
welght referred, was normally on the larger, upper Facé, s0 that the
correct welght could be found easily when required. The Aberdean
plece is unusual in having its only design, the castle, on the
amaller, bevelled face., No British weights illustrated by Dieudonne
axhibit this foature, but it does appear on a number of forelgn

onaes, notably French,

Assuping that the thres-towered caatle design does, in fact,
provide a clue as to the type of coln for which the weight was made,
there i3 no Scottlish gold or silver 1ssue to which 1t could relate
directly, FProfessor Philip Grierson {pers comm) has suggested that
the most probable counterpart is to be found amongst the gold coinage
of Spain. The castle design was common on these issues, and would
nave been readily identified by users of gold coinage in the 14th and
15th centuries, If the welght was indeed designed for use with a
Spanieh issue, Jrierson (1968) haes suggested, on the grounds of mass
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and of wide clrculaticn, that an appropriate issue may have been the

castellano d'oro issued by Henry IV of Castlle and Lecon for use in

tne Low Countries. The average mass of these colns seema to be
marginally higher than that of the coln welight, but the latter may
have lost some of its origlnal mass through corroaion. It 13 also
very possible that the coln welght 1s not an official 1asue., The
absence of any reverse mark suggests this, as does the appearance of
the castle design on the 'wrong' face, The workmanahip is generally
poor, with the bevelllng assymetrical, Unoffictal welghts, often
made to replace lost speclimens, are frequently found to be

inaccuratc.

Although there is clearly a strong argument for assoclating this
coin welght with Spanish colnage, on the grounds of the use of the
castle deslign, it 1s unfortunately the case that no other square
welghts bearing this design are included in the standard published
Wworks, nor are any exaaples known to Professor Grlerson or the
writer, Mateu y Llopis (1034) iliustrates 2 weights for the late
isth-century caatellano d'oro, both bearing the castle design, but

both are circular (pl III, 18 and 19). The possibility cannot
totally be eliminated, therefore, that the welight originated in
Scotland, as filrst postulated by the writer (Holmes 1GA8). Whaereas
Spanish weights have been researched and published, and those
bearing a device as commonly used on Spanish colnage as the castle
might thorefore be expected to have been ldentified, virtually
nothing 1s known about weights relating to Scottish coinage issues,
and there appear to be very few extant specimens,

Scotland had an extensive gold coinage in terms of the number and
variety of issues, and it would therefore seem unusual if appropriate
coin weights were not also manufactured, Grierscn (pers coam) has
argued that relatively fow Scottish gold coins may have circulated
abtroad, since issues would have bcen ouall in comparison with those
of other countries, and that the international demand for relevant
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welghta might therefore also have been smail, but there 13 some
evidence that such items did exist. Cochran-Patrick (1876) rccords
a note by 3ir James Hope, of 20th July 1647, in which he describes
finding 'in a little box in the Wairden's chist' [of the Scottish
mint} ...'several sorts of gralns' (lec standard weights for
different masses In grains). HNone of these were described as having
a castle marx, however. Hope recorded that some were marked with an
4 (possibly the initlal of a member of the Acheson family, several
of whom were mint officlals), some wWith a crowned C {presunably for
Cnarles 1), some with a 'libbertt and a B (ascribed by Hope to
Nichclas Briot, Charles T's mint-master), scme with points

{indicating the mass in grains), and some with polnts and a crown,

In the same note Sir James Hope mentioned that the Edinburgh Dean
of Gulld's 11b welght was marked with a 3-towered castle and the
lettersg IP and a BR monogram, and this 18 just cne example of the
use of this symbol on items made 1n, or otherwise relating to,
gdinburgh. Tho device belongs to the Edinburgh coat of arms, and it
has been utillsed since 148% as a gold and silver hallmark of the
Edinburgh assay office. A stamp ot this design was applicd to the
bases of bowls of clay plpes made in Edinburgh in the 17th century.
Some of these early clay pipes bore no other marks, and it is clear
that the 3-towered castle stamp was by then recognised as a symbol
of Edinburgh manufacturae.

Tho presence of this device on a coln welght of the 16th or 17th
century would be quite acceptable, since Scottish colnage was minted
almost ecxclusively in Edinburgh during that period, and the symbol
of the Scottish mint could easily have become synonymous with that
of its location. Whether the mint controlled the manufacture of
coln weights, &s 1ts counterpart in England did, is lmpossible to
say at present, but it would be logical if this was the case, since

the mint controllod the eass of the coins themselves,

te 1 E4



If the welght did relate to an issue of Scottish colnage, the
most likely denomination would be the gold 'hat plece! of James
YIf's 6th colnage {(1991-3), which had a theoretical mass of 69.8
grains, The coln welgnt, at 68.87 grains, is marginally lighter, but
again this could be due to corrosion or to an error by an uncfficial

manufacturer,.
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9.4 LINLITHGOW PREHISTORIC SMALL FINDS

CONTENTS
9.4,1 Lithic objects {flint and chert)
g.4.2 Jet objects

9.4.3 Bronze object

LITHIC OBJECTS (Not illustrated) D LEHANE

MATERIAL

411 but 2 of the lithlec finds were reccvered from medieval or later
archaeological depcosits. Tne only excepticons were a flint flake and
a chert flake which were found in Ferliod 1 deposits 7228 and B0Ze

reapectively.

The asscmblage comprises 47 pleces, 36 of which are flint,with 7
pleces of chert alzo represcntad. Both the quartz and amber chips
recovered may be natural. The assemblage is dominated by flint and
the general conditicn cf the pleces 1a characterlistic of ncdules
which were coilected as weatnered pebbles, possibly from alluvial
gravels or river beds, The general size of the flakes arce small and
the quality only rcasonable, which i3 possibly 1ndicatlve of the

leck of a good source of raw caterlal.
INDUSTRY
The assemblage was firastly divided into a ruxber of broad categcries

and these are presented below in Table 64afr,

Table 64mf. Main categories of assemblage

Type Incidence
Ko %
Cores Z 4,2
Core rejuvenation flake 2 4.2
Chlps 6 12.8
Flakes 37 78.8
Total &7 100.0

12 + EG6
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9.4.1 LINLITHGOW PREHISTORIC SMALL FIMDS (cont) LITHIC

TECHROLOGY

The presence of cores and core rejuvenctlion flakes which reflects
primary flaking activitles indicates that some core knapping tock
place cn the site. However tne lack of primary flakes {rom the site
indlcates that core knapping alco tock place elsewhere. Both of
these cores were single platforsed which is indicative of a siwmple

core preparation tochnique.

Table 65mf. Analysis of flakes by strlklng platform and bulb of

percussion.

Striking platforno Bulb of percussicn Incidence
ko %

Smooth Small 3 33.3
" Frominent 3 33.3
n Diffuse 1 1.1
Facetted Prominent 1 110
" Smaii 1 1.1
Total 9 10G.0

The techniques employed for the producticn of flakes is reflected in
the striking platform and bulb of percussion. All the striking

platforms were smocth except for & facetted exsazples. Where visible
the majority of bulbs were small, although a number of prominent and
1 diffuse example were also noted. This Indicatesa tke uge of direct
parcussion, posgsibly hard hammer {(prominent bulb) with some indirect

percussion with soft hammors (gmall and diffuse bulbs),

12 + E7
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9.4.1 LIMLITHGOW PREHISTORIC SMALL PINDS (cont) LITHIC

Table 66mf. Analysis of flakes by (a) type and (b) condition of

edzes.,
a. rlake type Tncidence b. State of edge Incidence
ho » ko %
Secondary 11 30.0 PRetouched 14 37.8
Tertiary 26 0.0  Edge damage 15 40.6
Debltage 8 21.6
Total 37 100.0 Total 37 150.0

Having produced flakes, secondary knapping processes are utilised
either to change the skage of the flake or to provide the desired
type of edge. In thls assemblage the wmajority of pleces are altered
with light retouch, both regular and irregular which in all cases 13
rather crude. The rewmaining pleces display steep rctouch, with 1
example of invasive retouch. A nuzber of pleces were utilised

without any cecondary knapplng.

Tale &67mf, Morphological and edge damage types

a. Morphological Types Incidence b. Edge Danage Incldence
Ho % Na %

Retouched flakes 7 506.0 Serrated A 4 26.7

. B 3 20.0

Various scrapers &  42.9 Fdge damage A & 26.7
Petit-tranchet derivative | 7.1 Edge damage B 1 6.6
Gun flints 3 20.0

Total 14 100.0 Total 1% 100.0

EDGE DAMAGE

The utilisation of these edges 18 clearly visible, but without

oxperimental and microwear analysis it 1s difficult to identify all
such traces and to attribute thea to specific functlons. Tne edge
damage seenh in this assemblage occura in the majority of cases (12)
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! 9.4.1 LIMLITHGOW PREHISTORIC SMALL PINDS (cont) LITHIC

along both lateral edges with 1 piece damaged along 1 slde and 1
piece damaged aleng 1 slde and the distal end. Included in this
group are the 3 exasples of unstratified gun flints whoge edges are

damaged duc to thelr uvse in flint-lock of musketsa,

| MORPHOLOGICAL TYPES
| The merphologlcal pleces retrieved on this site do not represent
' consistently recurring types. There are 6 examples of 'retouched

flakes', a very loose term, used to Indicate a plece whlch has been

retouched alorg 1 or both lateral edges and which can be scen as a
very general implement type. There are 2 examples which are on what
appear to be natural flakes and which have been further damaged by
later activity, There are 6 different scraper forms represented,
ranglng through concave, end, side, double ended and 1 example of a
concave and end scraper. The only facet in common that these

scrapers have is that they are all falrly crucde and in most cases on

poor quality flakes. The only implement that can be morpholagically
duplicated upon other sites 1s the broken cxampie of a
petit-tranchet derivative arrowhead. The petit-tranchet or
transverse arrowhead 1s a sycmetrical arrowhead made cn a blade
segment; the more advanced derivative form 1s an elongated
asyrmmetrical lmplement on a flake, In terms of chronology, the true
petit-tranchet arrowhead i{s found in the later mesolithic industries
in Britain but tre assoclations of the derivative forms are with

grooved ware and other late neollithic ceramics (Smith 1974, 120).

DISCUSSION
Hdost of the retouched pieces from Liniithgow cannot be culturally or

|

|
chronologically paralleled, since the majority of them are fairly
undiagnostic, 1 exception is the fragment of petit-tranchet

[ cerivative arrowhead which 18 usually taken to be indicative of a

f late neollthic/early tronze age date (Clark 1932, S0). However also

present at tha site are 3 gun flints which are of medieval or later

date and therefore it 1s nct possible to chronclagically place this




9.4.1/2 LINLITHGOW PREHISTORIC SMALL FIMNDS (cont) LITHIC/JET

assemblage, since 1t incorporates pleces {rowm what appear to be

different times.

The 2 rlints from Parlcd 1 contexts and the fragment of
petit-tranchet derivative arrcwnead are catalogued herc. A full
catalogue 1is in archive.

161, Flake of brown flint. 17 x 14 x Jmm. Context 7228, Perlcd 1.

162, Flake of green chert. 13 x § x 4mw. Context 8022, Pericd 1.

163, rlake of light grey flint. OUnfinished/broken petit-tranchet
derivative. 28 x 19 x 5Smm. Context 6047, Pericd 4.

9.4.2 JET OBJECTS I A G SHEPHERD

BEAD (Kot illustrated)
164, Part of oblate bead. Diameter ¢ 22mm. Dlameter of perforation
N 2mm. The bead has a very narrow perforation and a dull patch

on its outer surface {2mm in radlus from the top of the

perforaticn} which suggest that the tead broke shortly after
the drilling process. That is to say, the dull patch probably
represents the impression of the socket of the drill bity
agezinst this suggesticn must be set the high polish of the
plece which might indicate trat the break occurred at some

' later point in the manufacturing process, perhnaps during the
final polishing (in which case the 'patch' would represent the
means of holding tne bead). The extreme narrowness of the
perforation cogbined with the oblate shape of the bead are
difficult to parallel. Beads of the late neclithic and carly

late context at the Ceirnholy chambered tomb,
Kirkcudbrightshires Piggott and Powell 13949, 123, fig 9),

|

|

|

|

’ bronze age gonerally have wider perforations {(eg that fror a
|

|

|

i However, narrow porforations per se are not a bar to an early
|
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9.4.2 LINLITHGOW PREHISTORIC SMALL FIMDS (cont) JET

bronze-age date, glven the skill evident in drilling spacer
plates (Shepherd 1979, 48) or such beads as that from
Durrington G 14, Wiltshire (Annable and Slmpacn 1964, 51, no
274). On balance, a bronze-age date for this plece is likely.
Unatratified.

ARMLET (I11 89)

165, Armlot fragment. External diameter ¢ 80mm. Approximatelw
one-quarter of crucely shaped jet armlet of unusual thickness
and height. The fat, lenteld section (12 x 22mwp in thickness) .
is vnusual. All :urfacealexhibit the marks of a cuttirg
implement, although scme evidence of jpolish of the lnner races
probably indlcates that it had been worn in an unfinished
state. The heavy plitting on the exterlor surface indicates
attecpts to remove spall, the stony intrusions found in poorer
quallty jet. Such armlets are a not infrequent cozponent of
later prenistorlc British assemblagesy a relatively clese
parallel is the fragment found in the rill of a long cist at
Parkburn sanc pilt, Lasswade, Midlothian (Henshall 1556, 261,
264-5, fig 5) which t3 similar to several of the armlet

fragments found in the lowest levelz in the hiilfort of
Traprain Law, East Lothian (Cree and Curle 1G22, 228-31, fig
26, A rather hetter finished fregment witil a triangular
crosg-section was found at the iron-age homestead at Ketir Hill,
Gergunnock, Stirlingshire (Meclaren 1938, 82, rig 3). Context
6021, Perlod 4.

DISC (Hot 1lustratud)

166, Disc fragrert. Width ¢ 28mn, Thickness Zmm. The 3 angular
facets which form two-thirds of the perimeter of this disc cnd
the fracltured surface that represents the other third indicate
that this 15 a waster frca the manufacture of a jet armlet or
otner circular ornament. That 1s to say this is the central

core which was broksn out to form the aperture, A aimilar disc




9.4.2/3 LINLITHGOW PREHISTORIC SMALL FINDS {(cont) JET/BRONIE

was found at the brorze-age jet working site at Swine Sty
Baszlow, Lerbyshire (Machin 1971, 13, fig 9). Ccntext 6229,

MISCELLANEOUS (Hot 1llustrated)
167, Trisugular fragment of let. ¢ 16 x €om. This 13 not a bead
fragmenty it may posslbly represent goneral debris {rom bead

ranufacture or other jet-working. Context 6217, Period 2,

Taken &s a group, these fragments, with the pessible
excepticn of 164, suggest that & basic jet crnament industry
way carried out in the vicinity during the later prehistoric
period, The proximity of Linlithgow to the West Lothian shales
(Shepnerd 1979, fig 1) and the rclatively unsophisticated iters
repreaented in the collection probably reflect an industry of
only local significance. Nevertheless, such evidence, which
riay be compared with that found at the bronze-zge settlement
alte of Swine Sty in Derbysnhire, is a significant addition to

cur kriowledge of the prehistory of central Scotland.
0.4,3 DROWZE OBJECT I A G SHEPHERD

RILG (Not illustrated)

168, Fragment of oval-gsecticnzd ring. Diameter 46mm; thickness Sma.
It may derive froe such late bronze-age ornaments as the triple
rings ‘ound in the Aberdeénshire hoard of Glen Tanar (Pearce
1971, 60, rig 2) or the double cr single rings from the Braes
of Gight hoard, also frowm Aberdeenshire (Proc Soc Antig Scot,
59, (1924=5}, 166}, In either event, a date in the 9th or 8th
centurles bc would be appropriate (Cowie and Reid 1986, 87).

 Cuntext 6188, Pericd 2,
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9.5 LINLITHGOW MEDIEVAL AND POST~-MEDIEVAL

SMALL FINDS
CONTENTS
§.5.1 Glagz objects

AN

9, Stone objiects
Sllver objects

Lead abjects

Copper &lloy objects

Ircn objecta
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Coins and jetton
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wWall plaster, plgment contairers and plgrments
9.5.1 GLASS OBJECTS W J LIMDSAY

WINDOW GLASS (I11 93)

493 pleces of medieval window glass were recovared durling the
excavatlons at Linlithgow, 102 pleces appear to be Orerge cr green
tinged 'white' glass but only 7 coloured fragrents in, green, blue
and flashed ruby have been identified., Because of the decayed nature
of ruch of the material it is impossible to be certain but
approximately 33 appear to be decorated with red, brown or mauve

nalnted dealgns.

There are indications that some of the glass had been
manufactured using trke cylinder or wuff process, but no evidence

that the crown method had been cmployed.

Only 20 fragments of window glass werc recovered from the area of
the nave and 15 of these came froz Perliod 4 destructlon levels,
Several of the picces appear to be of 'white' glass although 1
frageent is emerald green in colour. @2 cpaque pleces (169, 170)
possess distinctive but unusual designs, Prior to conservation the
internal surfaces of these and several other pleces were covered by
a brushed coating of white lime waah axcept at the gdges where the
surfaces had been protected by leading, Clearly the wash had tean
deliberately applied to windows rather than having derived from the

12 1+ F2




5.5.1 LIMLITHGOW MED/POST-MED SHALL PINDS (cont) GLASS

ucrtar rich deposits in which many of the glass fragments were
found, The cecating is likely to have bcen applied when the chapel
was converted into the friary church in Period 3, Pnase 6, elther
because some of the origlnal chapel windows were found to be in
unsuitable parts of the redesigned building or because the subject
matter deplcted was not considered appropriate for the nave of the
friary church. Should this hypothesis be correct then 169 ard 170
are 2 of the earliest fragments in the assemblage being of pre
15th-century date which would explain wny the decoratlve motifs are
so different in style from those on fragments from the chancel, The
stylised follage design of 170 suggests that 1t 1is of 14th-century

rather than of 13the-century date.

Most of the window glass fragments (304) were recovered frem the
chancel area and the bulk of these came from Period 4 primary
destruction levels within the presbytery. The large total is
surprising considering that guch cf" the area had previcusly teen
excavated in ¢ 1900 and 1953, The only coleoured pleces, 2 blues and
an emerald green, were found in unstratified archaeological horizons
althougn red, yellow, green and blue examples along with many opaque
pleces were recovered from destruction levels between the altar and
the E wall of the chancel during the 1953 excavation (D Hunter, pers
corm)}. 30 of the 1983 total show some evidence of painted
decoration. 171 - 174 appear to depict parts of a diamond-shaped
motif, which has been roconstructed (11l 93). Part of this
particular design was present on a small end fragment, sicllar in
glze to 174, from Glasgow Cathedral {Ford 1G87¢) while & similar
design was present at Perth (321),

Tne gleys finds iandicate that sowe windows within the presbytery
and cholir dare likelv to have been glazed mainly with clear glass
altrkough painted borders or panels in a geometrical style wculd have
added interest, Coloured glass was probably used sparingly in the
overall designs of windows, However, it is likely that the main E

12 : F3
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9.5.1 LIMLITHGOW MED/POST-MED SMALL FPINMDS (cont) GLASS

window was much more colourful, judging by the glass found below it
in 1953, Windows with geometric borders are falrly comzen durlng
the 13th and 16th centurles and, should the Linllithgow ones not have
been gsubstantially reglazed as 13 sugpected by the general lack of
glass finds in pre Feriod 4 contexts, 1t would appear that the
designs cn 172-180 are of ecarly 15th-century date (s¢e Chapter 5.2,
Feriod 3, Phase 6}).

12 pleces of glass including 1 dark green fragment werc found
associated with Bullding 2.

64 pleces were found within the E range, the majority in Period 4
primary destruction levels within the chapter house and the parlcur
(Rooms 3 and 4). They included 1 blue plece and 7 painted plece,
Friough grozed pieces survived to indicate that diamond shaped
quarries had been much used in the windows of Reoms 3 and 4, In
view of the lack of decorated pieces these windows must have been
quite plain. For stratigraphlical reasons the windows are likeiy to

have been glazed in the third quarter of the 15th century,

None of the 63 fragments of glass from carly Perlod 4 levels in
the 5 range are coloured or painted, so 1t is likeiy that the
windows of the refectory {Room 6) and Room 5 were as plain as those

in the E range,

A4 few undecorated pleces were found in Period 4 or later levels

assoclated with the possible W rangs.

As might be expected, richly colouraed and decorative window glass
appears to have been reogerved almost entirely for the most important
building in the friary, the church, nct only because of religlous
feeling tut alsoc owing to the high costs which would have been
involved in glazing other ranges to a similar standard.

12 1+ Fé4




3.5.1 LIMLITHGOW MED/POST-MED SHMALL PIMDS (cont)

Only palnted pleces of glass are included in this catalogue,

169, Opaque glasas, Thicknesa ¢ 3-3.50mm. 1 grozed edge. Red

painted design under lime wash., Pre 15th century. Context

T024. FPeriod 4.

170. Opague glass., Thickness 3.75mm. 2 grozed edges. Red brown

GLASS

stylised foliage motif under lime wash. FProbably i4th century.

Contert 7005, Period 4.

{1, Orange tinged white glass, Thickness ¢ 2mm. 4 grozed edges but

1 respects wrong face. Mauvesred palnted geometric motif on |

face and traces on reverse almost in the form of a signature.

Farly 1%th century. Context 50%2, Period &4,

172, Orange tinged white glass. Thickneas ¢ 1.50-2.50wm., 1 grozed

edge. FRed/mauve painted geometric motif. Early toth century.

Context 5053, Perilod 4.

173. Opaque glass, Thickneas ¢ 2.50mmn. 2 grozed edges. Red

painted gecmetric motifl, Early 15th century. Context 5032,

Period 4.

174, Opaque glasa, Thickness ¢ 2mm. 2 grozed edges. Red/pink

geometric painted molif. Early 1595th century, Context 5032,

Pericod 4,

175, Green tinged white glass., Thickness ¢ 1.50mm. t grozed edge.

Part of a red/brown painted geomotric motif., Context 5032,
Fericd 4.

176, Green tinged white glass, Thickness ¢ 1.,50mm., 2 grozed edges.

Part of a red/brown painted geometric motif. Ccntext 5032,
Pﬂl‘i@d &4,

id + FB
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, 9.5.1/2 LINLITHGOW MED/POST-MED SMALL FIMDS {(cont) GLASS/STOME

177. Green tinged whitc glass. Thickness ¢ 1.50-2.50mm. 2 grozed
edges.  Part of a red/brcown painted geomctric motif., Context

5032, Perlod 4.

178. Opaque glass. Thickness ¢ Zmm. Part of a red/brown palinted

geometric cotif. Context 5025, Period 4.

179. Opaque glass. Thickness ¢ 1,50mm. 1 grozed edge. Part of a
red palnted cotif. Context 5034, Peried 4. Not illustrated.

180. Opaque glass. Tnickness ¢ 1.50mm. 2 grozed edges. Part of a

red paintced design. Context 5032, Period 4.

9.5.2 STONE OBJECTS G STELL
with a contribution by W J linasay

b

p

ARCHITECTURAL FRAGMENTS (111 90)
The architectural fragments recovered from this site are uniformly

of local pedium-grained carboniferous sandstone and are broadly

= -.‘.‘.

ascribable to the pericd between ¢ 1450 and 1600 on stylistic
Zrounds, Tney are generally of a plaln, unsophisticated character
bearing simple (50 or 85zm) chamfers or edge-roll-moulded arrises,
and collectively represent minor portions of door rybats,
window-surrounds (usually with glazing-grooves), capitals, bases and
shafts. A few fragments betoken grander traceried (182) and
rullioned (183) windows, usually with hollow chamfers, and multiple
roll-moulded capitals of cornices (184). The only piece worthy of
special mention is part of the base of an B-slded stone tasin (18i).

: A more detailed catalogue is in archive.
BASIN

181, Part of base of B-sided basin, Height 150mm. Width across
opposirg facetsa 300mm. Context 6077, Perlcd 4.

12 1+ F6



9.5.2/3 LINLITHGOW MED/PQST-MED SMALL FINDS (cont) STONEB/SILVER

WINDOW TRACERY
182, Context 6132, Feried 3, Fhasc 10,

WINDOW MULLION
183, Context 8073, Perlod 4,

YCORBELLED CAPITAL
184, Context 0058, Perlod 4,

ROCF SLATES W J LINDSAY

A& number of roof slates were recovered froom demolitlion contexts on

% the Linlithgow site. These have been matched with samples from Perth
: and Aberdeen and appear to be of the same stone, with a possible

! source in the Aberleznc area of Angus. Detalls are in archive.
% 9.5.3 SILVER OBJECIS W J LINDSAY

BOOK FITTING (I11 96)
185. 5 lobed object with central aperture. Representation of a
\ fiower head? Width ¢ {lmm. Diameter of central aperture c

3.55m. 2 integral ¢ 3mm long splkes on the back to attach it

to leather and/or wood. Similar cobjects have been consicdered
to be belt fittings with the central aperture used to take the
pin of the buckle {eg Oakley and Webster 1979, 253, fig 109, no
38), As therc i3 no evidence of wear froa a pin on the side of
the hole, it was almost certainly a decorative book cover
fitting similar to one found at the Dominican friary site,
Guildford (Pouilton and Woods 1984, fig 45, no 31), Context
6673, probably Feriod 3.

BROOCH PIN (Ill 9%3)

186, Length 35mm. Almost round head built up with additional band of
silver. This appears to have been done prior to additicn of the
terzinal loop which would have attached the pin to a brooch.

12 + F7
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9.5.3/4 LINLITHGOW MED/POST-MED SMALL FINDS (cont) SILVER/LEAD

Pocr quality of work suggests the object may have been ouch
repalred. Context 7197, Perlod 2, Phase 3.

9.%.4 LEAD OBJECTS W J LINDSAY

40 pieces of lead were recovered ard 33 of these arc short lengths
of cast window cames or relatced waterial. 2 types of came have been
identified. The comzonest (type 1), with 26 examples mostly from
Period 4 or later hcrizons, has a simple H-shaped prefile, eg 187,
while the other (type 2), Wwhich was present in Perlod 3 contoxis as
woll as earller oncs, 13 generally more substantial and has
distinctive heavier retaining flanges, e€g 188, Assuming that it is
residual tc Period 3 contexts it would seem likely that type 2 was
used prior to the 15th century to lead windocws of the pre-friary
chapel. The locatlons of finds indicate that typc t appears to have
been extensively uzed 1n the chancel of the friary church as well as
the E and 5 ranges during the 15th and 16th centuries, It is
atrongly suspected that some pleces possesaing only a single flange,
eg 189, which have been included in the second categery, are waste
frem the casting of cames rather than parts of windcw lecading. Tne
only other lead object which might be asaoclated with fenestration
{5 190 which may have been formed by pouring molten lead into a
small rebate in a stone windcw surround to secure the end of elther
an iron stancnion or saddie-bar. These wore used to scpport glass

in larger windows.

WINDOW CAMES (Iil 94)

Type 1
187. Surviving length ¢ Z4mm. Context 5035, Pericd 2 or possibly 4,

Type 2
188, Surviving length ¢ &4mm. Context 0656, Period 3, Phase 12,

1689, Surviving length 34mm. Part of came or casting waste, Context
6606, post Pericd 4, Kot illustrated. '

12 1 F&



9.5.4/5 LINLITHGOW MED/POST-MED SMALL FINDS (cont) LEAD/COPPER

ALLOY
SADDLE BAR OR STANCHION SUPPORT (ILl §4)

190, 55 x 33 x 16omw. Tcp surface bears hazmer carks and lmprints of
a ¢hisel-like tool. The object scems to have been cast by
pouring liquld lead into a roughly chamfered rebate arcind a
squared and centrally situated smooth object 3uch as a bar. The
hzmmer and ?chlisel marks appear to have resulted from attempts
to make the lead fixing more secure rather than from its
cxtracticn. Such an object could have bteen used to gecure a
supporting ircen stanchion or saddle-bar In front of a window.

Context 6606, post Period 4,

CAST PLAG (I11 108=l)
. 191, Lengih ¢ 32mm. Shank circular in sectlion, tape=ing gently froa
a slightly rounded head. The only posaible evidence of the
object having becen used are a few almost horizontal shallow
grocves ¢ 10om from the tapered end., Althouzh similar but
shorter objects were used to repailr pottery vessels in the
medieval pericd it 1s unlikely that this one =erved such &
purpose. An incoorlete object of this general form ls present
in a Nortrhampteon assemblage (Qakley and Spencer 1979, 265 and
fig 115, no 9). Context 6617, poat Feriod 4.

9.5.5 COPPER ALLOY OBJECTS W J LIMDSAY

with contributicns by J Cherry, A R Gocdall

BOCK FITTINGS (Ill 96)

A large nuzber of the bock fittings, possible book fittings and other
quality copper allcy ob)ects were rocoverad from the NW corner of the
excavation elther within Poriocd 2, pre-rriary Bullding 1 or above {it.
It would therefore ceem possible that this building and the chapel
were used by the Carmelites prior to the construction of the friary

complex in Peariod 3,
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9.5.5 LINLITHGOW MED/POST-MED SMALL PINDS (cont) COPPRR ALLOY

192, Booxk cover clasp., ¢ 42 x 22mn. Surviving pieco of leather tile
is held in place by 3 copper alloy rivets fixed to the
triangular backing plate. Context 5000, ungtratified,

193, Book ccver catch, with retalning bar znd rivet holes. Badly
bent but originally measured ¢ 55 x 2Cmm (wax). Splayed
fishtall design 1s augmented vty engraved lines. Very similar
in style and decoration to 192, Could be regarded as its

counterpart., <Context 8167, pest Perled 4.

192 and 193 are coomen forms of book clasps and catches in
Scotland with siwiler examples having been found at Culbin
Sands, the drain at Crossraguel Abbey and at Elcho Hurnmery (D
Caldwell pers comm). Some survive on carly Scottisn pooks
{Mitchell 1955, pls 1-5). One of these is a volume of Duns

3cotus' Super sententlarum, new in Aterdeen University Library

{Special Collections), but attributed by an inscription to the
Averdeen Cargelltes, and dated 1507 (Ill 97).

194, Part of bock cover boss with 6 lobes and small central hole,
width ¢ l4mm. The book from which 1t is derived 13 1iKely to
have possessed wooden boards covered wlth leather as traces of
these raterials wore found associated with the bess, Context
7187, Pericd 2, Phase 3. Net illustrated.

195. Bock cover boss., Diameter 9zm (max). Sheet copper alloy.
Slightly distorted, scmi-spherical with small hole at top.
Traces of leather indicate that the book to which the boss had
been attached had been bound with this material, Context 7079,
wodern. Not illustrated.

196, Fragmented bcok cover boss,., Semlie-spherical with small central

nole. bilameter 13mm (max). Context 7187, Period 2, Phase 3,
Not illustrated.
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9.5.5 LINLITHGOW MED/POST-MED SMALL FINDS (cont} COPPER ALLOY

157, Book cover bosa. Fragments of leather, traces of copper,
Trivets and splinters of wood in association. Context 7184,
Period 2, Phase 4. HNot 1illustrated.

198, Bock cover boss. Context 7197, Period 2, Phase 3. Yot
illustrated.

Otjects 196, 197 and 198 all came from Building 1, 198 from a
tlocr level within ths building. 195 was found in a later
context in the same srall area. It scems podsible that alil
could have derived frca the gsame Period 2, Phase 3 book.

POSSIBLE BCOK, CASKET OR OTHZR FITTINGS (Ill G6, 108@f)

199. Book cover or casket mount? Pragrents of paper thin response
plaque, Sufflclent survives to gsnow that 1t poggesses a folliate
design and that af least part of the cbject is stralgnt aided.
Assnciated wlth the plaque wore traces of .zllding and particles
of flat glass. The presence of the latter material indicatos
that an area of the cbject may have been enamelled. Adhering
fine splinters of wood suggest that Lt 1g llkely to have been
mounted on a beook cover or casket. Context 5300, unstratified,
Hot 1llustrated.

200. Bock or casket fltting? Small flat plate with 2 rivet holes. ¢
34 % 15mm. Found in assoclation with traces of wood. Context
7197, Period 2, Phase 3 (I1l 108amfl).

201, Book fitting or strap-end plate. Fragmented small flat plate
with off-central hole, ¢ 10 x Bum. At least 3 copper rivets
seem to be associated. Context 7187, Feriod 2, Phase 3., Not
illustrated,

202. Decorative book cover fitting? Almost square flat headed stud.
length ¢ Som, Widbkh ¢ 8mm. Hinute traces of a white coating,

12 1+ Fli



9.5.5 LINLITHGOW MED/POST-MED GMALL FIMDS (cont)

204,

205,

206.

207.

208,

209,

possibly crarmel, are present on surface of head. Context 6154,

probably Peried 3. HNot illustrated.

Tie fastening of book or belt/strap stiffener? Rectangular
chamfered plate. Length ¢ 14om. Top curved across width.
Parts of 2z rivets in holes survive, {(sce Qakley 1979, 253 and
tig 108, no 37). Context 7187, Pericd 2, Phasc 3. HNot
1lliustrated.

Plate. Length ¢ i3om. 2 rivets., Simliar to 203 and 205,
but thinner and curved in section. Context 7187, Perlod 2,
FPhase 3 (Ill Gb).

Rectangular plate with curved section and 2 rivet holes. Length
¢ 15mm. Similar to 203 and 204, Context 6661, Fericd 2 (Il
56).

3 tiny rivets. Length ¢ 3mm, heads 4mm wide, Equally spaced in
a fragment of leather ¢ 1Bmnd long. 7Fart of a decorative bock
cover or strap. Context 6157, probably Period 3. Hot
illustrated.

Bock fitting or belt end? 5 holes and parts of iron rivets in
2 of these. Plate ¢ 22 x 20mm, Random scratched lines on
reverse cay lndicate re-use, perhaps as a belt end {(see Foulton
and Woods 1984, 79 and figa 42-3}. Context 7156, Feriad 3 (Ill
Go).

Book fitting, part of strape-end or buckle plate? 186 x 14m@
(zax). 3 holes, 2 containing copper alloy rivets, Context

7079, modern (Ill 106xf),

As 208, but folded. Context 6604, post Ferlod 4, Not
illustrated,

12 + Fia
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5 LIMLITHGOW MED/POST-MED SMALL PIMDS (cont) COPPER ALLOY

CASKET FITTINGS

BINDING STRIP (I11 98) A R GOODALL

210,

Decorative binding strip, cast and with gillding on upper
surface. Length ¢ 65mm. Width ¢ Som. Casting has resulted in
the back belng slightly hollowed, glving a U-shaped section. At
1 end is a perforated terminal with a smal! projecting knop: the
perforation would probably nave held a dome-headed rivet., The
other ¢nd 13 flattened but appears to be cozplete and has no
means of attachzent. The binding would probably have come from
a casket or other small item of furniture, or perhaps from a
tcckbinding., Its form is similar to a hinge-like object frem
Scuthoe Manor, Camba (Clayton 1948, 5, pl III, 7) which was
assoclated with 13th and l4th-century pottery. Context 6137,
probably Pericd 4,

SANDLE (Ill 98)

el

TACK
212,

LACE~-

Part of small decorated handle, probably froa casket, assoclated
strap fitting and traces of leather. Length of handle ¢ 16mm.
Length of strap-end ¢ 17mm, Terminal of handle is in the form
of animal head. Strap-end consists of single strip of coppe-
alloy bent into eclongated U-shape round the handle, 2 rivets
would have secured the leather thong sandwiched between the
fitiing. Reminiscent of 203, 204 and 205 which would have been
used to stiffen a strep of the type assoclated with the fitting.
Context 7008, Period 4.

{Not illustrated)

Slightly dome-headed small tack, possibly from wooden bcx or
casket. Length ¢ Tom, Width of head up tc ¢ tmm. Context
6602, post Perlod 4.

ENDS (Il1 100)

Laces were often used to fasten clothing during the medieval pericd
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9.5.5 LINLITHGOW MED/POST-MED SMALL FINDS (cont) COPPER ALLOY

{Goodall 1T H 1975, 144-9) and lace-ends are relatively common finds
on medieval sites. 135 copper alloy lace ends were found during the
| Linlithgew excavation. 40 are comparatively complete, 59 have

| traces of leather inslde them. Most were obtalnod from Perlod 3
deposits of the 15th and 16th centuries, with only 7 of earlier

medieval datc velng recoverad,

The objects were found over much of the excavated arca but were

present in some numbers in certain specific locations. 42 were
recovered from the E range with 36 of these from Rooms 3 and 4,
This seems to glve support for these rooms having administrative and
domestic functions as chapter hcuse and parlour. 3Similarly 17 were
found within Bullding 2, which i3 believed to have gerved a secular
function. However the third major concentratlon of lace-ends lay in
the claustral arca, where 28 were found but only 14 were racovered

from grave fills and graveyard solls.

Most of the lace ends are ¢ 18mm long although sowe are up to ¢
31mm. Maximum widths vary between c 1.5mm and 3.5mm. 2 maln types
have been identifled. Type 1 183 cylindrical and the folded edges
cither abut or are folded in. They are open at the top and bottom,
Type 2 are slightly narrcwer than type 1 and taper towards 1 end. A
variation on type 2 only occurring at Linlithgow has single pairs of

opposed holes near the wider end which would have once contained

reinforcing rivets. These are called typs Za.

At Linlithgow 46 of type 1, 53 of type 2 and 3 of type 2a were
n pregent. HNo concentrations of particular forms during specific

! phases wera found so it i3 assumed that the 2 zmain types were in use

; concurrantly during the 15th and 16th centuries.

Type 1
213, Length ¢ 23mm. Diameter c Zmm. Context 6093, Period 3, Phase
10, Not illustrated,

3
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9.5.5 LINLITHGOW MED/POST-MED GMALL FINDS {cont) COPPRR ALLOY

2%4, Length ¢ 18zm. Diezetor ¢ Zmm, Context 0047, rerlod 4.

Type 2
215, Length ¢ 33mm, Diameter up to 2.5mm. Context 6634, Peried 3,
FPrasc 12 - 14,

Typc 2a
216, Length 3imm,  Dlemeter up to 2.5mm. Tapered, conical, with a
pair of opposed rivet holes near the Wider end. Context 6074,

probably Period 3.

PINS (I11 100}

4t copper mlloy pins were found during the excavation, 'The
asserblage 1a largely of 15th and !6th-century date, as only 1 was
recovered from a Parlod 2 herizon, compared with 34 from Peried 3 or
osrobable Period 3 contexts, FPins were raecovered from all parte of
the site, but it 18 significant that only 3 were found in grave fills
or graveyard solis while & were cobtained from Bullding 2, 10 fronm

Rocm 4 (the parlour) and 19 from the claustral area.

The pins had boon made from wire ¢ 1=1,50mm in diamoter and
rarged in longth from c 21-53mm. 6 wore coated with a dull silvery
grzy metallic substance &8 1f thay had been tinned but neone had
Fibros of any noture adhering to them, 20 heads survived and 28 of
tnede nad been formed by winding wire rournd the shafts of the plns a
"ew times (eg 217 and 216), Thio 18 a common type (Cakley and
Webster 1979, 260=1}, Soms heads had beun smcothed to form almost
round nesds and even the apparently round head of 219 may have been

made thisg way,

217, Length ¢ 22mm, Diameter fmr, Wire wound head, Context 6263,
Ferlcd 3, Fhase 12 = 14,

218, Length ¢ 42mm, Diameter 1,50mm, Wire wound nesd, Context

e 1 Gl



9.5.5 LINLITHGOW MED/POST MED SMALL FINDS (cont) COPPER ALLOY

6627, Feriod 3. HNcot illustrated.

219, length ¢ 45mm. Dlamcter Tmm. Apparcntly round head but
pogalbly wire wound and smoothed. Context T137, probably Poriod
3, althows - sssibly Perlcd 4,

TWISTED WIRE RINGS {I11 100;

27 copper 2lloy twisted wire rings were recovercd during the
excavation at Linlithgow. The objects nad been made by forming 7 -
11.50mm diameter circular locops from lengths of 1-1,50mm diameter
wire and twisting the ends together., Most of the projecting
terminals appear to have been trimmed and some 1 ttened. In spite
of the fragilec nature of the objccts, few of the Linlithgow examples
were distorted in any way as 1f their functlon nad afforded them
protection, They wmay merely be by-products created during the
manufacturce of some other type of object. However, they arec more
usually consldered to bec assoclated with the fastening or lacing of
clothing (Woodfield and Joodall 198t, 98), Examples have been found
at Guildford {(Poulton and Woods 1984, 77), Horthampton {Oakley and
Webster 1979, 260) and Southampton {Platt and Coleman Smith 1975, 2,
nos 1817-20 and 1871).

There were small adhering fragments of leather on 13 and tiny
splintars of wood on 2 examples. Onae example (222) appeared to have
beent stitched on to leather., A small staple on tho reverze of the
leather may have provided additional strength to the fastening. All
the rings were found in conterts of 15th century and loter date wnd
most were rgcoverad from graveyard solls N and B of the church, A
number were assoclated with 5K 3, 7, 36, 37, 85 and 93, These
particular exatples may have been attached to a loather shroud as
eyolets with thongs or small wooden pegs cr toggles, The suppert
providod by Wonden objects of tnis kind would explain why 20 many of
the twimted wire rings were recoversed in auch good condition,
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9.5.5 LINLITHGOW MED/POST-MED SMALL FIMDS (cont) COPPER ALLOY

220. Diameter ¢ 10.50mm, Made from ¢ 1.50mwm wire. Context 5125,

probably Fericd 3.

221, Diameter ¢ Bmm, Hade from lmn Wwire., Context 5035, probably
Pericd 3. kot Llilustrated.

222. Ring and staple with adhering leather. Dlameter of ring ¢ Smm.
dade frem ¢ Tom diameter wire., Length of staple ¢ Bxm., Context
5125, probably Porlod 3.

BUCKLES (111 99)
223, Decorated buckle plate with 6 rivet holes. < 35 %X 25mm (max).

Below a gtampad zlgzeg line are & punched letters most of which
appaar tc be Ms. It 1s possible that the zlgzag motlfl was
' buillt up using 1 punch. The fishtall-like termlnal has been

engraved with ¢ lines. <Context 7507, Feriod 4 cr later,

zdt, D-shaped strap end buckle with 7 projecting tangs. ¢ 16 x 13mm

{max), Context 2, unstratified.
225, ¢ 21 ¥ 15mo (max)., Contoxt 7190, Period 2, Phasa 3,
¢eb, ¢ 58 » 27mm, Context 6000, unstratified.
227, ¢ 44 % 34mm, Context 5000, unstratified, Kot Llllustrated,

STRAP-EKD {Ill G§) A R GOODALL

228, Flate from strep end, Length 8Cmm, Width &mm (max), It has a
iine of traced decoration and has notches cut out of it at the
upper and lower ende giving an ornamentally snaped terminal, On
the back are areas of solder showing that it would have been
attacned to ancther similar plate, end these would have bean
fixed to the end of a narrow strap by rivetting through the
rivet hole at the upper end of the plate, Ccmparable
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9.5.5 LIMLITHGOW MED/POST-MED SMALL FINDS (cont) COPPER ALLOY

atrap-ends have becen found at Goltho (Goeodall I H 1975, 91, fig
43, no 4) probably dating from the 14th century, and Wnarran
Percy (Goodall A R 1979, 111, fig 55, nos 13, 14) in contexts
of 15th and 16th-20th century date. These examples are,
howover, rivetted at the lower end and 2 of them have & small
additlonal plate at the terminal to glve cxtra rculding.
Cortext 6603, post Period 4.

FITTING (11l 108mf)
229, 20 x 12wmm (max). Traces of linear decoration between the 2

heoles, Context 6074, Period 4.

PENDANT (I11 105) J CHERRY

250, Cast 6 polnted star shaped object with each part of the atar
ending in a fleur-de-lis. Max dlameter 33mm. No obvious sign
of fixing at the back and it 19 thercfore likely to be a
pendant, 2 peints of atar broken off. Loop for suspension
would have been on 1 of the broken polnts. Poaslble function
as horsc peondant swinging from breast band or as fitting for

ecclesiastical object. Context 6617, post Period 4,

RINGS (Ill 0D, 108mf)
231, Made from wire, u-ghaped in sectlon. Diameter 7.5mm, Context
6088, prcbably Peried 3, Kot illustrated,

232, Finger ring. Dlameter ¢ 15mm., Indistinct inscription and
probably decoration on ocuter face of ring. Context 7066, Period
2, Phase 3 (Ill 100).

233. Part of a small cast and apparently ring-shaped object,
Diameter ¢ 11mm, Decorative terminal, Functicn unknown. A
similarly shaped but larger (50mm) oblect has been described as
possibly part of a horse harness (Armstrong 1977, 67, g 28,
no 107) Context 5164, Pariocd # (Ill i10G&Rmf),

12 1 G4
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9.5.5 LINLITHGOW MED/POST-MED SHMALL FINDS (cont) COPPER ALLOY

BEAD (Hot 1llustrated)
234, Cval secticned, Diameter ¢ 3.50mm; aperture ¢ 2mm. Context
7137, preobhably Paerlod 3 but poasibly Perlod 4,

VESSELS (I11 101)

Pleces of copper alloy cast or sheet vessels are relatively uncemmon
finda fron Sccttish medieval sites probably because of cost and the
ready availlabllity of cheap pottery and wooden vessels., The ease
with which copper could be rccycled may also partlally explaln why
50 few examples have survived. In addition to vessels 235 and 236,
and trne rivets é}l and 238, wnich may have been used in repalr of
vessels, some scrap pleces of sheet copper found during the
axcavatlon (see arcnive) are likely to have derived from redundant

vessels,

235, Him fragment of c¢ast or posslbly spun vessel, Diametor 149mm,
Botn internal and external surfaces striated horizontally.,

Context 8068, pre-Phase 11 but cedieval,

236, Flm fragrents of patched sheet copper vessel, probably a bowl.
Flat neaded rivets of paper-clip type {(eg 237) have been
inserted from the inside of vessel to secure the patch, Crudely
plerzed holes near rim suggest that vessel had beon used

latterly as a hanging veasel, Context 7078, post Pericd 4,

RTVETS (I1l 1CBmf)

237, Folded fiat huaded rivet, of paper clip varlety used in the
repair of vessel 236. Longth ¢ éom. Head ¢ 9 x fmm. Context
7137, probably Period 3 although possibly Paeriocd 4, Kot
illustrated,

238. As 237 but less ccmplete, Context 6615, Perled 4 or later, HNot
iilustrated,
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9.5.5/6 LINLITHGOW MED/POST-MED SMALL PINDS (cont) COPPRER ALLOY/
IROM
239, Flat headed rivet or plug made from folded sheet copper alloy.
Length ¢ 28mm. Irregular shaped head ¢ 13 x 8mm. Context 65605,
post Period 4.

'HIMBLE (Hot 1llustrated)
240, Helght ¢ 22mm. Width ¢ 17mm (max). Domed top plain but side

—

decorated with a ¢ 11em band of dimples, 2 lines, a line of

dimples and 2 lines near the base, Context 6603, post Period 4.

FERRULE (I11 108mf)

24i, ¢ 33 % 10mm (max). Narrow cond slightly bifurcated and 3 tanga
project from other cnd. Similar to cone found at the Dominican
friary site, Gulldford (Poulton and Woods 1984, 77). Context
6309, rericd 3.

7.5.6 TRON ODJECTS W J LIKDSAY
Wwitn contributions by I H Goodail, J Higgltt,

4 large number of 1rcn cbjects wore rezcovered during the Linlithgow
excavations, but most were too oxldised to be consldeored worthy of
cleaning and congervation. The nalls are briefly discussed below,
as arc 13 oblects worthy of mentlion, Including a group of knives and

blades, 2 of which preserve the remalns of decorated handles (247 of

wood and 248 perhaps of silver).

CANPLEHOLDER (Not illustrated)

che. Part of upper portion of candleholder, Similar to upper part
of a candlcstick from Les loges (London Museum 1640, pl ¥XXIX),
Context 6005, post Pariocd 4.

KEY {Ill gB&)
243, Large door key. Length ¢ 150zm, Similar in most raspects to

Type VIIB (London Museum 1940, 1412, fig 42, pl KXXI)
pocssseing & solid octagonnl stem which narrows ¢ 40mm from thne
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9.5.6 LINLITHGOW MED/POST-MED SMALL FIMDS (cont) IROM

end to form a projecting point., It has o normal kidney-shaped
bow but differs {rcm the general Type VIIB form in that the
wards have squared external rebates close to the stem, These
possible design refincments may indicate that the key 1s of
16th rather than 15th-century date., Context 8046, Period 4.

BUCKLES (I11 99

244, Part of a strap-end buckle ¢ 60 % 34mm. Traces of
deccration in the form of 3 notches on lower right-nand edge.
Fragnent {35 x 17.50mm) of buckle plate also survives, with
single rivet nole. Context 7032, Fericd 2, Phasc 4.

245, Very corroded buckle and assoclated plate which teroinates in a
hook., © 23 x 20mm.  Conlext B010, Feriod 4.

246. ¢ 27 x Z3zm. Context 6074, Period 4.

KNIVES (111 30, 104) I B GOODALL, J HIGGITT

247, Scale-tang knife with decorated wooden handle and broken blade,
Length of handle 75mmy length of blade 95mm arnd is carvod with a
representatlion of two creatures, one fragzontary, Context 7169,
reriod 2.

Wooden handle of knife 247.
Wood specios identification J A Fetty

With such an object no sectioning was possible, s0 comments can only
be baged upon examinaticn under a binocular microscope, The material
of the handle appears t¢ be a timber of high density with a uniform

cellular structure, ‘This suggests aelther a high density, slow grown

aoftwood (eg yew = Taxus baccata), or certain hardwoods which

possess small vessels and rays (eg lime ~ Tilia app), Such
hardwoods would be diffuse porous, that is would not exhibit
pronounced annual variation of structure,
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9.5.6 LIMLITHGOW MED/POST-MED SMALL FIMDS (cont) IRON

There appear also to be some traces of wood fragoents attached to
the blade. This wood 13 of different appearance to that of the

nandle. 1t could be a lower density hardWocd.

Decorated handle J Higgltt

Lightly inclised decoration survives on +he upper part of 1 face of
the wooden handle. The work was cxecuted with a sharp polnt by a
practised hand. 1In splte of the small scale the line i3 even and

controlled. (Tne hooded creature is only about 13zo highl.

The bevelled edge carriles a sicple zigoag line, a common and
rudimentary form of ornaczent t, at cannot be dated. The flat face 1s
divided into at least 2 panels. 7The upper panel 13 defined at the
top by an arched line echolng the shape of the curved end of the
handle and at thce bottom by 2 straight lines forming a band which
separates this panel from the one below. A palr of bent 1lnes zeem
to grip the left end of this band. Perhaps this band 13 intended as
an imitation of a metal clasp. Only the upper part of the lower
panel remains. 2 vertical lines dcown the loft edge arec perhaps also
framing devices. Tne right side of this panel and both vertical

edges of the upper panel have broken away.

The ¢reature in the upper panel is mere or less intact, It ig
nelther a natural animal nor apparently one taken from myth or from
the bestiary (White 1954), It i3 instead one of the fan- .‘ful hybrids
(sometimes Known a3 'nondescriptat') that appear frequently in Gothic
sculpture and in the margina of Gothlc manuscripts (cf Sandler 1981},
The upper part is a hooded human head in profile, The hood concoals
the junction between the human head and the animal body but there
seem Lo he no arms., The lower part is probably to be read as the
hindquarters of a tailed beast Wwith £ ratner thick and sinewy legu,
It 18 not clear whether the iegs end in hoofs or paws but thelr
ahaggy backs are probably meant to be lacnina (c¢f Randall 1966, fig
319, 320}, The tail is long but its end is loat,
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9.5.6 LINLITHGOW MED/POST-MED SMALL FIWNDS (cont) IRON

This beast 1s wearing a hcod that comes down over its neck and
shoulders. The hocd may also have the beginnings of a liripipe, a
long thin extension, at the back, although the end of this featurc
too has been destroyed, If this was a liripipe, the figure was
probably thougnt of as male., This sort of separate hood 1ia
represented from the 12th century onwards and the liripipe, if that
is what it was, 1s characteristic of the 14th century (Boucher 1987,
198, pl 330, 356, 361, 370, 370a, 377; Scott 1686, 16, 141, 142, pl
8, 9, 13, 20).

tdybrids of this sort appear freguently in the margins of
nanuscripts during the second half of the 13th and the first halfl of
tne 14th cernturies. They were particularly common i1n England but
alsc occurred in Flanders and N France. Tiere are a number of
exsnples of armless hybrids with hooded human heads and the hind
quarters of zn animal in English menuscripts of this period (Morgan
1988, 11l 291, 293, 295-7, 2134 Sandler 1986, ill 116). Similar
becasts appeared in other media, for éxample in stone sculpture end
woodwork (Alexander and Binski 1937, nc 5153 Rernant and Marks 1980,
107, pl 94, 95).

Given the scale and the medium 1t is difficult to comment in
dotall on the style of this creature. Thera i3 nome suggestion of
tne third dimension both in the delicate hatching on the haunches
above the legs and in the way that the lower cdge of the hood
nrojects at the front and seems to continue around the other side of
the creature (cf Sandler 1981, fig 8, 134 Sandler 1986, 111 97}, The
looser, more three-dimensional treatment of the hood might possibly
suggoat the first halfl of the 14th rather tnan the 13th century.

The surviving lings of the fragmentary design in the lower panel
probably formed part of an anipal head, Its rose would be in the
upper righthand corner and 1ts gars on the left, It is nct possible

to identify this creature, The long ears and lcong sncut might belcong
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9.5.6 LINLITHGOW MED/POST-MED SMALL FINDS (cont) IRON

to a fox, although perhaps the gars are not straight encugh for thet,
or to a dragon (cf Morgan 1923, 111 42, 723 Randall 1966, fig 596-74
Varty 1G667).

The xnife was presumably a secular object and was probably made
for a secular owner, as were wany of the Gothic manuscripts with
marginal decoration. It i3 often very hard to be surée whether
decoration of this sort in manuscripts was meaningful or simply
crnamental (fandall 1966, 15-19), Too little rercains of the
decoration of the handle to be sure whether eny gecular or religious
symbolisn was intended, although elaborate lconggraphy 1s perinaps

unlikely on an object of this sort.

The decoration of the knif'e nandle 13 not cleoscly datable,
Comparisons between the hocded hybiid and creatures in the margins of
English manuscripts would support a dating scome time in the second
ralf of the 13th century or in the £i- t half of the 14th, 1 or 2
features make the '4th century marginally more likelyt such a date
range is entlirely 1in keeplng with the Perlod 2 context In whicu tre
obiect was found., The style, a3 far as it can be Judged, 13 not
sufficiently distinctive to indicate where the decoration was
carried out. Although no Scottish manuscripts with this sort of
decoraticn now seem to survive, trhere 13 no reason why tne knife
handle should not have basn nade in Scotland., It 13, however, a
highly portablc type of object and could equally casily have been

brought in from England or even Flanders or the N of France,

48, Scale-tang knife, Surviving length 10Zam. Width Vimm (max).
Tang has r!vet hole at each end to support pair of
copper/zinc alloy plates, one of which survives 1in incomplete
state, Its surface has raised pattern nf guilloche framed by
cabled band., This type of nandle is unusual for a scale-~tang
knife, and is indicative of & high quality, GScale-tang knives
usually nad a series of rivets holding organic scales which, if
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9.5.6 LIMLITHGOW MED/POST-MED SMALL FINDS (cont) IROM

they were decorated, were gcnerally elther carved or inset with
patterns cof nins. The few parallels include cne wlth decorated
silver-gilt side plates fromw the wedieval village of Thuxton,
Norfolk (ecxcavated by L A 5 Butler), and a plaln copper alloy
s1de plate from Wharram Percy (Goodall A R 1679, 112, no &87).
Context 6047, Foeriod 4,

249, Blade from a folding knife or razor of post-medieval date. ¢
90 x 19mm (max). Projecting nib which enabled it ot be swivelled
open or closed Is broken, as is blade tip. Context 65603,

post-Ferlod 4,

25G. Whittle-tang knife with broken blade and tang. Surviving
length 86mm. Widch V4oo {max). Context 6634, Period 3,
Phase 12=-14.

251, Scale-tang knife with broken blade and tang, retalning 2
copper/zinc alloy shoulder plates soldered in place. Surviving
length ¢ 88mm. Width 15mm (max), Context 6151, Poriod 3 or 4,

HANDLE (I1l 108mf)

254, Angled handle, 7 trom cooking vessel. Splayed onds apparently
almoat clrcular in gection. Length ¢ 108zmm. Context 5000,
unstratified,

HORSESHOE (Not 1llustrated)
Several herseshoe fragments were found during the Linlithgow

axcavation (see archive), 252, from a Poriod 2, Phase 3 context, is

the earliest,

253, Fart of wavy edged horgeshoe with nails of liddie-key type.
Context 7093, Period 2, Phase 3.




NAILS (Not illustrated)

Because most nalls were recoverea from archaeological contexts that
provided no indication of the original uses of the objects, only a
representative sample of the more complete ones was cleaned. Most
proved to have square or rcctangular shanks and rounded heads. 1
group worthy of comment was recoveraed from the Period 3, Phase 10
joist slots in Room 3, the chapter housce. These proved to be
typlcal of those scattcred cver the site generally, peossessing
rounded heads and square or rectangular ¢ 140mm leong shanks. Sore
cramples, present in feature 7048 and believed to be Period 2 coffin
nalla, nave flat and almost clrcular heads wlth short, ¢ 40mm,
square sectioned shanks. However, longer nalls with rounded heads

and rectangular secticoned shanks were found in the same feature.

Unfortunately, no complete ones were recovered, the longest being in

excess of 62am. The presence of the two nall types perhaps provides
sore substantiation for the hypothesis that many of the nalls in
this pPhase 5 feature are likely to have becn disturbed from 1 or

more underlying burials.




