
5. ON STONE CISTS AND STONE COVERS OF URNS.

The first instance in •which the concentric ring-cuttings seem to have
heen made a subject of special observation, referred to specimens of
these carvings upon the stones of an ancient kistvaen or stone cofiin.
This stone coffin was dug in a gravel pit upon the classic land of

Coilsfield, Ayrshire.—In 1785, Colonel Montgomery, afterwards ninth
Earl of Eglinton, sent a drawing of the cover of the kistvaen and
enclosed urn to the Koyal Society of Edinburgh. The cist cover was
about five feet in length and two and a half in breadth. Internally, it

1 See the Archseologia, vol. xxiv. p. 446. Mr Greenwell informs me that in a
tumulus at Way Hag, near Hackness, a few miles from Cloughton Moor, slabs were
found, showing several groups upon them of concentric circles, provided with the
usual cup centres and radial ducts.
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had cut upon it a series of concentric circles, consisting of six rings
placed around a central cup, the rings traversed by a straight radial groove.
On the drawing are marks of other cups and rings, or rather volutes, and
a number of angular lines. Unfortunately, a variety of inquiries which
I have made after this interesting stone, shows that it has been lost now
for many years, and that it is therefore impossible to correct the rough
original drawing of it, copied into Plate XIII. fig. 1. This sculptured
stone covered an urn of the pattern given in the same Plate, fig. 2.'

Craigie Hall, Edinburgh.—About forty years ago, when a new road was
cut through Craigie Wood, eight miles from Edinburgh, the end of a
stone cist was left exposed. It lay about three feet below the surface
of the soil, and long remained there projecting out of the side of the cut,
and overhanging the road by eight or ten feet, as seen represented in a
sketch made several years ago for me by my friend Mr Drummond, and
copied into Plate XV. The breadth of the cist was thirty inches, and
its depth eighteen inches. Latterly its length was under three feet,
but a part had been broken off. From the removal and disintegra-
tion of the earth around this sandstone kistvaen, it threatened to
fall; and the proprietor of the ground, Mr Hope Vere, has latterly
removed the stones, and carefully preserves them. The cist consisted
of two lateral stones and apparently two end stones, with a covering
slab which is about three feet broad, and now only about four feet long.
The interior of this slab is carved with nine or ten groups of concentric
circles; and formerly one or two more sets existed in portions of the
stone that were broken off. Of these circles some have, and others have
not, a central cup, as represented in Plate XV. fig. 2. The diameter
of the largest circle is about ten inches; the smaller do not exceed four
or five inches. As usual, the circles are carved on the rough unprepared
surface of the stone, and follow into its sinuosities and depressions.
This sepulchral cist seems to have contained an "urn;" if we interpret
aright the irreverent observation of one of the workmen still alive, who
states that, on opening it, they found within it " an auld can."

Caerlowrie, Edinburghshire.—On the low ground, about a mile south-
west of the kistvaen on Graigie Hill, my friend, Mr Hutchison, has

1 See Dr Wilson's Prehistoric Annals, vol. i. p. 480.



ON STONES AND ROCKS IN VARIOUS PARTS OP SCOTLAND. 29

lately found within his policy at Caerlowrie a short cist, with the interior
of the covering stone marked with three series at least of concentric
circles. The grave was so near the surface, that the carved stone had
been much broken by the plough. The cist was composed of rude, un-
marked freestone slabs; but without a stone bottom. It contained a
stratum of unctuous, black, fatty earth, with traces of decomposed
softened bones, and one or two human teeth. The widest diameters of
the sets of rings cut on the inside of the lid is about five inches, and
each set is composed of five concentric circles.

Bakerhill, Boss-shire.—At Bakerhill, on the estate of Brahan, and
about two miles west of Dingwall, during the trenching of some uncul-
tivated land, a cist-like structure was met with, consisting of slabs set
on edge, and covered by an overlaying schist stone, four feet in lepgth,
two and a half feet in breadth, and six to eight inches in thickness.
One of its sides is marked by above thirty isolated cups, and by several
sets conjoined together in groups of two or more by connecting grooves
or gutters. Six or seven of the cups are surrounded by a circle, usually
imperfect or wanting at one point or side. See Plate XIV. fig. 1. This
stone was discovered on the roadside, some time ago, by Mr Joass of
Dingwall, and its history traced by him. I am indebted to his courtesy
for these particulars, and for a sketch of the sculptures.

Carriban, Argyleshire.—Carnban, or the White Cairn, is a village and
station on the line of the Crinan Canal. It derives its name from a
large cairn which formerly stood in the field opposite to the present Inn,
but the stones of which have now been almost entirely removed. Placed
on the rock, and at the base of the cairn, was found, and still exists, a
stone cist. Dr Hunter of Lochgilphead, and Mr Richardson Smith of
Auchnaba, opened and cleared it some years ago, and found a schist
slab,—slid in as an upright loose panel,—and resting against the stone
forming the western end of the grave. This moveable panel is twenty-
five inches long, eighteen broad, and two and a half in thickness. It
has cut on one surface a series of five concentric lines, and the com-
mencement of a sixth, not of a round, but of a lozenge or quadrangular
form (see a sketch of the carving in Plate XIII. fig. 4). The sculpture
is seventeen inches long by fifteen broad. It is not placed centrally
on the slab; and portions of its outermost parts have been broken off,
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apparently to reduce and fit the slab to the size of the cist. There is an
appearance of a central depression, and of a straight bisecting line
passing through the middle of the lozenged lines. This panel was
presented by Mr Smith to the Edinburgh Antiquarian Museum. When
discovered, its cut surface was directed to the interior of the grave. I
had, some time ago, an opportunity of re-opening the- cist with Dr
Hunter. We could find no markings on any of the other stones com-
posingxit. Its bottom was formed by the solid rock, and its sides, ends,
and lid, each of separate slabs. The cist is short, being only four feet
in length. It is one foot ten inches wide, and about two feet two
inches in depth. The covering stone or lid is a large heavy slab five
feet and a half in length, and two and a half feet in breadth. When
the cist was first opened there was found within it yellow sand with some
black charcoal and several burnt bones lying upon its bottom. Some
flint fragments have, I believe, been discovered in a later search. Stone
hatchets, and forty or fifty large chipped flints, were found some time ago
in the moss of the Hill of Craighlas, immediately opposite to Carnban.

High Auchinlary, WigtonsMre.—On the farm of High Auchinlary, in
the parish of Anwoth, are six standing stones, apparently the remains
of a "Druidical circle." Some years ago, on this farm, there was turned
up by the plough, when trenching a piece of waste land, a slab present-
ing on one side a variety of concentric linear cuttings, as represented in
Plate XIII. fig. 3. One of these sculptures is a grooved concentric
circle of six rings. Other cuttings are of the fourth type in one series,
and one presents a series of circular dots or cups between two of its rings.
Mr Stuart, who has figured this slab in his great work on the " Sculptured
Stones of Scotland," compares it to the cist-cover at Coilsfield, &c. Unfor-
tunately the exact relations of this Auchinlary slab to any cist or other
stones do no.t seem to have been ascertained at the time of its discovery.

Forfarshire.—A slab marked with several concentric and single circles
and deep cups, united by radial lines, one of which assumes an unusual
zigzag form, was some years ago found at Walltown, Forfarshire,1 and a
drawing of it has been obligingly made for me by an excellent antiquary,

1 Attached to a pencil sketch of this Walltown slab shown me by Mr Stuart is
a note written by Dr Hibbert, about 1827, as follows :—" Part of stone at Walltown,
near Forfar ; the other part said to remain in the ground at St Peter's Well."
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the Eev. Mr Shaw of Forfar. It belongs to this same category of doubt-
ful cist-stones or covers. It was found in a locality where numerous
sepulchral remains exist. See a figure of it in Plate XIII. fig. 5.

In England stone urn covers have been repeatedly found carved with
concentric rings, and especially in

Northumberland.—Several examples have been discovered in Northum-
berlandoprincipally by the Eev. Mr G-reenwell, of the cutting of cups and
concentric circles upon stones covering cists or the mouths of sepulchral
urns and pits. Instances of this kind have in particular been found at
Black Heddon, and Ford West Field. One of the urn slabs in this last
locality was cut on its under surface with three incomplete concentric rings
on its inferior surface (see Plate XV. fig. 3); another showed only cup
excavations. Six or eight similar urn covers were quite unmarked. All
of them, both the marked and unmarked, covered small sepulchral pits
dug in the soil. Two of those discovered by Mr Bigg at Black Heddon
were apparently the coverings of urns placed in tumuli. In all cases, I
believe, in which these sculptured cist or urn covers have been found in
Northumberland, the accompanying bones and urns indicate cremation.

Dorsetshire.—In his antiquarian researches in this county, Mr Warne
opened, at Camedown on the Eidgeway, a tumulus of rather an unusual
form. At its base, when reached, were found the remains of six un-
burnt human skeletons, placed without order or regularity, and some
few bones of the ox. Above them, and in the centre of the tumulus,
was built up a cairn or heap of flints around a coarse and broken urn,
which contained calcined bones. This mass of flints was surrounded
and coveredby a horizontal rough slab. Above and upon this slab was
built another large heap of flints, six or seven feet in thickness. This
second heap was capped with another rough slab, lying two or three
feet below the surface of the tumulus. Both these flat unhewn cover-
ing slabs had a group of concentric circles cut upon them. Fig. 1 in
Plate XII. represents a section of the tumulus, and fig. 2 gives a sketch
of the circles on one of the stones.1

1 For a copy of these sketches I am indebted to the courtesy of Mr Warne.
They form part of a forthcoming volume by him on the Antiquities of Dorsetshire.
Some account of this tumulus is published in the Journal of the Archjeological Asso-
ciation, vol. iii. p. 51.












