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IV.

NOTICE OF A LEAF-SHAPED BRONZE SWORD, FOUND AT LEANNAN
BUIDHIE (YELLOW HOLLOW) FARM OF LOWER COILABUS, OA,
ISLAY. Br MRS RAMSAY, KILDALTON, LADY ASSOCIATE.

Having previously received the sword from. Mr Sinclair, tenant of
Coilabus, I went to the farm on the 2nd of January 1886, when he kindly
pointed out the spot where he had found it about a fortnight before.
He informed me that, when cutting a drain in the moss, his spade came
upon the handle of the sword projecting from the side of the drain,
about 2 feet 9 inches below the surface of the moss; it was easily
drawn out, as clean as it' is at present, except the parts which are seen
to have been slightly scratched or scraped with a knife. "When found,
there was a rivet in one of the holes at the angle of the handle and the
bladej described as "a clinch nail of bright copper, about an inch long."
Unfortunately, this rivet was thrown away, being considered of no
importance.

The sword (fig. 1), which is of the usual leaf-shaped form, measures
23;jf inches in extreme length, by If inches in greatest breadth, at
about one-third of its length from the point, narrowing to If inches, at
about one-third of its length from the butt end of the hilt. The
extreme thickness of the blade along the median line of its convexity
from edge to edge decreases from ^g inch at the junction with the
hilt to ^g at two-thirds of its length, and ̂  within an inch of the
point. A marginal strip about J inch in breadth hammered down to
about the thinness of stout writing paper forms the cutting edge of the
blade, and is continued on both sides from the point backwards to
within half an inch from the extremity of the wings of the hilt-plate,
where it stops short. There are two rivet holes -j^ inch in diameter
in the wings, and two in the central portion of the handle-plate, the
butt of which has a fish-tail ending.

As it was thought desirable that further search should be made at
the spot, I returned on the 16th of January, accompanied by Mr Eeid
and Mr Osborne, and had the place examined as follows :—
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A hole measuring fully 6 feet by 5 feet and 5
feet deep was dug parallel to the drain, and at the
side from which the sword was drawn. The line of the
top of the hole was about six inches from the edge of
the drain. The first layer of moss was firm and dark
in colour; while that further down was very soft with
a few small stones in it, had a most disagreeable odour,
and was light coloured, but on being exposed to the
atmosphere immediately became dark.

The layer in which the sword was found appeared
to consist of decomposed roots, branches, &c., easily
distinguished, either by cutting the moss with a spade,
or by breaking it with the hand; by the latter process,
it was curious to see each stick and twig in its posi-
tion entire, with bark, &c., apparently fresh and hard;
on being pressed, however, it proved to be rotten and
soft.

When digging in the hole at a lower level than
that at which the handle of the sword projected into
the drain, we came upon the mark of the blade in the
moss, and found the impression left by the point
exactly as if it had been in a mould. The mark
was dark, rather.slimy, and with slight metallic sheen
upon it; on tracing it into the drain we observed
that the blade had pointed downwards at a con-
siderable angle.

The finding of this distinct impression of the sword,
I think, proves that no metal sheath or point of a
sheath was on it when it first found a resting place
in the moss.

A second large hole was dug on the opposite side
of the drain, but nothing of any interest was found,
further than the decayed trunk of a tree.

From the foregoing it appears evident that the
sword was a single weapon lost in the moss, not one
of a hoard.

The piece of ground known as " Leannan Buidhie"

Fig. ]. Bronze
Sword, May (23J
inches in length).
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lies at the foot of a ridge of high hard ground on the margin of a peat
bog; and within the memory of some of the old people in the neigh-
bourhood, a bank of peat at least 4 feet high was removed from its
surface, and it was drained and cultivated; it is now being redrained
at a greater depth than formerly, as it had become very wet.

About 50 yards from the spot where the sword was found the peat
bank rises fully 4 feet above the present surface of the part which
has been cultivated. This would indicate that the sword, prior to the
removal of the 4 feet of moss, to which I have referred, had been
lying at a depth not less than 7 feet below the original surface.
Judging from the aspect of the place, it is impossible to say to what
depth the moss may extend. We could test it only to a very limited
degree with the handle of a pitchfork, which was easily pressed down
5 feet into the moss, from the bottom of one of the holes before
mentioned.

MONDAY, 8th February 1886.

PROFESSOR NOKMAN MACPHEESON, LLD., Vice-President,
in the Chair.

A Ballot having been taken, the following Gentlemen were duly
elected Fellows :—

ROBERT HENRY BLYTH, Bank of Scotland, Mo flat.
JAMBS LESLIE FRASEB, Dental Surgeon, Inverness.
ARCHIBALD MACPHERSON, Architect, 37 George Street.
ALEXANDER JOHN MITCHELL, Advocate, Craigleith House.
ALFRED PULLAR, M.D., 3 East Castle Road.

The following Donations to the Museum and Library were laid on
the table, and thanks voted to the Donors: —

(1) By the SCHOOL BOARD OF AIRLIB.
Small cup-shaped Glass Vessel, found in a stone cist at the Public

School, Airlie- [See the subsequent communication by Mr J. David-
son.]
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(2) By J. E. HAIG of Blairhill.

Large Cinerary Urn and its contents, found at Easter Gellybank,
Kinross-shire. [See the subsequent communication by Mr R. Burns
Begg, F.S.A. Scot.]

(3) By JOHN ANDERSON, M.D., LL.D., F.S.A. Scot.

Slab of Micaceous Schist, 19 inches in length by 8 inches in breadth,
with five shallow cup-marks on its upper surface, from Tirinne, Glen-
lyon.

(4) By JAMES MACKINTOSH Gow, F.S.A. Scot.

Cup-marked Stone, 9 inches by 8 inches, with one cup-mark, from
Blarish, Fortingall,

(5) By Dr ABTHUE ANDERSON, C.B., F.S.A. Scot., Pitlochry.

Stone with indented hollows on both sides, being an oblong water-
worn pebble of reddish sandstone, 3|- inches in length by 2J inches in
breadth and If inches in thickness, having two circular cavities, 1 \
inch in diameter, pecked in the centre of its opposite faces, and narrow-
ing until they meet in the centre of the thickness of the stone in a
small hole about \ inch in diameter. It was found in digging the
foundations of a house in Pitlochry.

Stone Axe of basalt, 1\ inches in length by 3J across the cutting
face, found in digging a water-tank in Bundelcund, India.

Stone Axe of diorite, 4^ inches in length by Z\ inches across the
cutting face, found in digging the same water-tank in Bundelcund,
India.

(6) By Dr WILLIAM TRAILL of Woodwick, F.S.A. Scot.
Small circular Lamp of Terra Cotta, from India.

(7) By Dr JOHN EAE, London.
Small Eskimo Stone Lamp, being a model in miniature of those in

general use. Dr Eae states that the larger lamps are sometimes 12 to
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18 inches in length. The form of this one is a shallow semicircular
dish, divided into two compartments, one of which contains the blubber,
which flows when melted into the oil receptacle, in which a wick of
moss is placed, the lamp being usually tilted a little to one side to
facilitate the flow of the oil from the melting blubber. Each lamp has
usually a stone, bone, ivory, or horn implement, used by the women to
adjust the moss wicks; that is, if the flame gives off smoke, to push the
wick a little further into the oil, which has the same effect as the snuff-
ing of our own old form of tallow candle.

(8) By A. G-. EEID, F.S.A. Scot., Auchterarder.
Whorl of Black Stone, with double-incised line round the perforation,

from Auchterarder.

(9) By WILLIAM HUNTER, F.S.A. Scot., Portobello.
Carved Walking-Stick, made by James Bobertson of Kincraigie.

(See Kay's Portraits, Nos. 2 and 124). Mr Hunter furnishes the fol-
lowing account of the walking-stick :—" The carved walking-stick, made
by James Eobertson, which I have presented to the Society, was at one
time in possession of Mr Hugh Paton, who, a number of years ago, was
a printseller in Adam Square, and who published the work entitled
Kay's Edinburgh Portraits. I first saw it in Mr Paton's house in Porto-
bello some twenty-five or thirty years ago. Mr Paton made a present of
it to Mr Eobert Scott, treasurer to the burgh of Portobello, who was a
keen antiquary. Mr Scott died in June last, and his eldest son, a banker
in Glasgow, gave it to me to dispose of as I thought fit. It will be
observed that the stick is of a special construction—the head of a
' Shon Dhu,' corporal in the town guard, being fixed permanently,
while almost all the numerous heads carved by Eobertson were only
stuck temporarily on the end of an ordinary walking-stick, and were
taken off at pleasure."

(10) By WILLIAM MILLER, S.S.C., F.S.A. Scot.
Fifty-dollar Note, Confederate States of America, February 17,

1864.
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(11) By the SENATUS OF THE UNIVERSITY.

Edinburgh University Calendar, 1885-86.

(12) By J. T. IBVINE, F.S.A. Scot.

An Account of the Remains of a Eoman Villa, discovered at Bignor,
Sussex. London, 12mo, plates, 1820.

(13) By T. WATSON GEEIG, the Author.
Ladies Old-fashioned Shoes. By T. Watson Greig of Glencarse.

With coloured illustrations from originals in his collection. Oblong
folio. Edinburgh, 1885.

(14) By Eev. JAMBS GAMMACK, M.A., Corr. Mem. S.A. Scot.
Memorials of Angus and the Mearns. By the late Andrew Jervise,

F.S.A. Scot. Rewritten and corrected by Rev. James Gammack, M.A.,
Aberdeen. 2 vols. 8vo. 1885.

(15) By FKANCIS ABBOTT, F.S.A. Scot.

Saint Edmund's Bury—The Abbey, Church, and Monastery. By
Edward M. Dewing, M.A. 8vo. 1866.


