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IV.

NOTES ON THE CHAPEL YARD, INVERNESS, AND SOME OF ITS
OLD MONUMENTS ; WITH A NOTICE OF HERALDIC DEVICES ON
TOMBSTONES AT KILMUN. BY F. T. MACLEOD, F.S.A. SCOT.

The Chapel Yard of Inverness is one of three old burying-grounds
each of whose gates are occasionally opened to admit of the burials
of those families who possess the right of sepulture therein. The
other two are the High Church burial-ground and the Grey Friars or,
accurately speaking, Black Friars, burial-ground.

All authorities are agreed that the order of the Black Friars was
founded at Inverness in 1233, and it is safe to conclude that their
burial-ground did not exist prior to that date. The ascertainment
of the respective ages of the High Church and the Chapel Yard burial-
grounds is, however, a complex, though interesting, problem, the
determination of which involves careful examination of numerous
charters and other deeds. At the present moment there is a diversity
of opinion among members of the Inverness Field Club upon the
subject of which of two churches that existed in Inverness in early
days—each bearing the same name, St Mary's—is the elder, and
until this point is satisfactorily disposed of the question of the relative
ages of the two burial-grounds must remain a matter of doubt.

In common with all others who at various times have entered into
a consideration of this matter, I have to acknowledge my indebted-
ness to the services which the late Charles Fraser Mackintosh rendered
to all persons interested in old Inverness. His Invernessiana
groups together practically all the information we have upon this
subject, in the form of translations of early charters and other docu-
ments. I have endeavoured, from a careful examination of this
work, to piece together a correct statement of the references to the
churches of Inverness in those early times ; and while the inferences
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drawn by me may not coincide with those drawn by others, I desire
to state that the facts upon which my inferences are based (which
necessarily must be very briefly referred to in an article of this kind)
have been most carefully verified.

I also desire to state that in differing from the views expressed by
Dr Alexander Ross on the one hand and Mr Wallace on the other, I
do so with full appreciation and acknowledgment of the many valu-
able services these gentlemen have rendered in their pursuit of matters
of local antiquarian interest.

The earliest reference to Inverness ecclesiastically occurs in a charter
dated about 1164-1171, by William the Lion, which states : " I
have given and granted to God and the Church of St Mary of Inuirnys
and Thomas, Priest and Parson of the said Church, one plough of
land in perpetual mortification."

In 1189 King William gives and grants to God and the Church of
St Thomas of Aberbrothick, and to the monks serving God in that
place, the Church of Inverness with the Chaplainry lands and teinds
and offerings of every kind, and with common pasture and other ease-
ments and all the other things justly pertaining to the said church.1

Questions having arisen between the Vicar of Inverness and St
Thomas' Church of Arbroath, the matter was referred by the Pope
to the amicable decision of the Bishop of Moray, who, in 1248, issued
and promulgated a foundation endowment of the vicarages of Inver-
ness and Aberchirder, in which reference is made to the Vicar of the
Church of Inverness and to the Vicar's house adjoining the church,
showing clearly that an actual building and not an ecclesiastical
system is referred to.

The two main points to be kept in view in considering these
references are, first, that one church only is mentioned, it being

1 There is a clerical slip in Mr Wallace's reference to this deed on page 88 of
vol. vi. of the Fidd Club Transactions, -which is not unimportant. Mr Wallace's
quotation is—"The Churches of Inverness."
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apparently the only church in Inverness at these dates, and, second,
that so far there is no reference, in terms, to the parochial or parish
church of Inverness.

It is not necessary, and it is not my intention, to refer to the various
deeds affecting the order of Black Friars except so far as their contents
throw any light upon the question immediately under discussion.

The first actual reference by name to the Parish Church of Inverness
is in a charter by Alexander in 1240 in which a grant of land is given
to the order of Black Friars. The charter bears to have given " Our
Royal Highway lying in length from the water of Ness as far as that
land which the Abbot and Convent of Aberbrothock gave to them
for ever, and in breadth between the burying-ground of the Parish
Church and the wall of the said Friars." The Parish Church here
referred to is, in my view, the church previously referred to, the site
of which from the above description was approximately that of the
site of the present High Church.

In 1363 Nicholaus de fforays confirms to God and to the Altar of
the Holy Cross in the Parochial Church of Inverness and for the Main-
tenance of a chaplain there to worship for ever, one acre of arable land.

It is a significant fact that from this date forward when what I
believe to be the church to which I have hitherto referred is mentioned,
the expression " Parochial " or " Parish " is almost invariably intro-
duced in a qualifying form, and that when the " Chapel of the Blessed
Virgin Mary of Inverness," which I hold was situated where the Chapel
Yard now is, is referred to, there is no such qualifying word. Refer-
ences to both these buildings frequently occur in these early charters
in the same deed, and I conclude that the word " Parochial " or
" Parish" was introduced of set purpose to avoid confusing two
churches each bearing the same name, St Mary.

It is impossible to fix the date when the Chapel of the Blessed
Virgin Mary was first built. As early as 1359, in a-royal gift by
David II., there occurs the following passage : " The larger and more



NOTES ON THE CHAPEL YAED, INVEENESS. 201

discreet part of the Community of the said Burgh having been
formerly assembled . . . in the cemetery of the chapel of the Blessed
Virgin Mary of Inverness." I hold this to be a reference to the church
of the Chapel Yard because of the absence of the qualifying word
" Parochial " or " Parish." I at once recognise that I am confronted
with the necessity of explaining why the Chapel Yard should have
been selected as the place of assembly of a concourse of people in
preference to the burial-ground of the Parish Church. I think it
extremely probable that the present Chapel Yard was at that time
of larger area and situated in a relatively less congested district than
the burial-ground of the Parish Church, which of itself would be a
sufficient answer. There is, however, this additional fact to be borne
in mind, that throughout the following centuries and until very
recently the Chapel Yard was the place invariably selected for
assemblies of the burghers.

In 1361 John Scott, Burgess of Inverness, acknowledges his obli-
gation to Sir Ade de Narryn Chaplain, and to the chaplains his
successors who may for the time be in the Chapel of the Blessed
Virgin Mary of Inverness. He also confesses his obligation to build
for the said Sir Ade and his chaplains " a sufficient dwelling house
upon the two roods of land lying contiguous to the wall of the burying
ground of the foresaid Chapel on the eastern side thereof." This, in
my view, for the reason above stated, is a reference not to St Mary's
Parochial Church previously referred to, but to St Mary's Chapel in
the Chapel Yard.

In 1362 Sir Robert Chisholm grants six acres of land " to the
Altar of the Holy Rood of the Church of Inverness." This is a clear
reference to the Parochial Church, because later on there are distinct
references to the " Altar of the Holy Cross in the Parochial Church
of Inverness," rood being synonymous with cross.

Going back three years, we find a very clear example of a reference
in one deed to the two St Marys. In that year the community of
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the burgh resigned to the King in the churchyard of the Chapel of
St Mary a certain piece of land " containing 18 acres lying next to
the land of St Mary's Parochial Church of said Burgh." Two similar
instances occurred in 1361. In 1361 John Bishop of Moray grants
a feu of certain lands " belonging to the Chapel of St Mary's of Inver-
ness namely one piece of the Crasse containing 18 acres lying next
to the land of St Mary's Parochial Church of Inverness."

At this point the questions naturally arise, Who were the authori-
ties who regulated the affairs of the two churches, and what was the
ecclesiastical denomination of St Mary's of the Chapel Yard ? I
think the correct view is that both churches were under the control
of one administrator, viz. the Bishop of Moray, and that in the sense
that a parish seems anciently to have signified the diocese of a bishop,
though latterly it signified the territorial bounds connected with a
particular church of the established religion. St Mary's of the Chapel
Yard was also a parish church, but not the parish church. This view
is, I think, strongly supported by the fact that in 1371 an appeal to
the Pope on the part of the Abbot of Aberbrothock was made regard-
ing the tithes of the " Church of Inverness," a full narrative of which
is quoted in Invernessiana. Although there is no doubt that at that
date the two St Mary's were in existence, only one, the more important,
is referred to, and the reference again is at one part to the Parish
Church of Inverness. My view, therefore, is that St Mary's of the
Chapel Yard, although not unimportant and capable of sustaining
chaplaincies of its own, was nevertheless always the less important
of the two.

In the Bishop's letter to Pope Gregory, which forms part of the
above proceedings, there is an exceedingly interesting account of the
fabric of the church. I extract the following : " A noble, strong
and distinguished place and abounds in fruits and has a concourse of
many noble Knights and other powerful men." On the other hand,
there is a pregnant passage which bears evidence to the deprivations
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the building was subjected to in the way of ordinary repair, in which
the Bishop complains that " there is not a single garment fit for the
Abbot or part of him, and so that a small missal which may be worth
twopence, will not be found therein, let alone for me when performing
my yearly visitations to foresaid church, for the reforming of foresaid
defects, and for covering and protecting it, whose roof does not in
any degree shelter either the greater altar or the wardrobe from being
befouled, or rather jumbled together by the rains as often as they fall."

Under date llth October 1380, there is a declarator by a notary
narrating certain disputes, which mentions, inter alia, that the King
dispensed justice in the Church of St Mary. This may refer to
either of the churches, the lack of exact expression being less necessary
in a mere narrative by a notary than in a formal charter. On the
assumption that the Parish Church was in the dilapidated condition
just referred to, it is not likely that the King would be asked to dis-
pense justice under its roof.

There are various documents between 1380 and 1530 which, in my
view, bear out the opinions which so far I have expressed, and which,
to save repetition, I pass over. In 1530 a charter of Confirmation
was granted to the Friars of Inverness confirming the previous charters
of Alexander II. and Robert the Bruce. This charter is of value as
showing fairly conclusively that what up to that date had been defined
as the Parish or Parochial Church of Inverness was in juxtaposition
with the buildings of the Black Friars and on the same side of Kirk-
gate. If my reading of the language of this charter is accurate, I
think there cannot be the least doubt that the site of the Parish Church
at that date and for several centuries prior thereto was the site upon
which the present High Church is built. I have already given the
reference from the early charters confirmed at this date, and I do not
again repeat it. Mr Wallace's remark upon this passage is as follows :
" The Ness herein mentioned must have been the branch that flowed
to the east of the Maggot and the King's Highway; an open space
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that led to the river at that place. The Parish Church must have
been St Mary's of the Chapel Yard." With the greatest deference I
differ from Mr Wallace's view.

Again, in 1538, there is a reference to " all and whole the water
of Ness with its fishing from the road intervening between the place
of the Preaching Friars and the Parish Church on the South Side,
even to le Churry on the North."

MINOR CHAPELS, CHAPLAINCIES, AND ALTARAGES.

When we come to the question of minor chapels and chaplaincies,
we find ourselves confronted with a less difficult problem. Mr Wal-
lace's view is that " in the Burgh, besides six chaplaincies, there
were at least five and probably six chapels." Dr Ross's view, on the
other hand, is that, " most of these churches might be found located
within the walls of St Mary's Parish Church." There is undoubtedly
considerable force in Dr Ross's remark that " the idea of seven separate
chapels in the town of Inverness, with a population of 2000 or 3000,
seems rather over-doing it, when the poor vicar could not keep the
main building in repair nor the rain off the altar." It is necessary,
I think, in approaching this matter not to lose sight of the exact
meanings of the words "chapels" and "altarages." If we bear in mind
that the word " chapel" is the strictly accurate word to use as de-
scribing a recess in the aisle of a church used for public worship, and
generally devoted to the name of some saint, the view of Dr Ross
is strongly supported. Altarages, being merely small endowments
for the maintenance of a priest to perform divine service at an altar
on behalf of the soul of the founder or some of his deceased friends,
can never be construed into meaning a separate building outside of
the particular church which contains them. In considering the
chapels and chaplaincies in Inverness, I therefore eliminate all altar-
ages. I do not think we can safely conclude that any of the chap-
laincies referred to as existing in Inverness at the time in question
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were buildings situated outside the precincts of a particular church,
unless we find in the references to these chaplaincies qualifying words
capable of carrying a different construction.

I purpose, in view of the above remarks, merely to itemise the
various altarages referred to in the old documents. There are many
references to them not without interest. They are as follows :—

(1) The Altar of the Holy Rood, afterwards referred to as "the
Altar of the Holy Cross."

(2) The Altar of St Catherine.
(3) The Altar of St Michael the Archangel.
(4) The Altar of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
(5) The Altarage of St John the Baptist, and
(6) The Altar of St Peter.

The chaplaincies referred to are as follows :—

(1) Chaplaincy of the Holy Cross.
(2) Chaplaincy to the Altar of St Michael the Archangel.
(3) Chaplaincy to St Peter.
(4) Chaplaincy of St Catherine.
(5) Chaplaincy of St Mary of the Green, and
(6) Chaplaincy of the Choir of the Parish Church.

All the altarages and three of the chaplaincies, viz. St Michael's,
St Peter's, and St Catherine's are specifically referred to as within the
Parish Church.

In 1481 we find the following statement : " Of new have erected
a perpetual chaplaincy in the Parish Church of Inverness to the Altar
of St Catherine in the same." Similarly in 1461 we have a reference
to " a perpetual chaplaincy in the Parochial Church of Inverness to
the Altar of St Michael the Archangel." It is therefore clear, I think,
that the above-mentioned altarages and chaplaincies are not separate
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subjects. The " Chaplaincy" is merely a reference to a position or
office. I mention this in view of Mr Wallace's remark dealing with
St Catherine's Chapel: " But it is not an uncommon thing to have a
Chapel and a Chaplaincy in a parish church." As regards St Catherine's
Chaplainship, I quote but a single reference among many supporting
the view I advance. As late as 4th December 1543 there was an
induction to the office of St Catherine's Chaplainship and investment
with all the pertinents thereof, and the further statement is added :
" These things were done within the Parish Church of Inverness,"
in presence of certain persons whose names are given. Had there
been a separate Chapel of St Catherine, I doubt not that the above'
induction would have taken place within the building in which the
chaplain was to officiate. I cannot find a single reference in terms
to the " Chapel" of St Catherine. A reference to " the land of St
Catherines " or " the land of the Chaplaincy of the Holy Cross "
does not in the least help to expiscate a doubtful site. The land was
merely the holding, no matter where situated, from which the neces-
sary funds were derived to found and continue a service within the

! parish church.
My endeavour throughout has been honestly to search for and

welcome whatever may throw light upon a difficult question, and I
therefore include the following, although apparently, but not really,
antagonistic to the position I have taken up. In 1523 the Bishop of
Moray prescribed to the ecclesiastics their various duties and offices.
He states : " Moreover the said Chaplains of the Altars of the Holy
Cross, the Blessed Virgin Mary, and of St Peter, St John, St Catherine
and St Michael, each and all shall be bound for himself and his succes-
sors, to reside personally in their chaplaincies in foresaid church."
I need hardly say that the words " reside personally " are used in
the ecclesiastical sense of personally officiating.

There still remain for consideration the Chapel of St Mary of the
Green, the Chapel of St Thomas, and the Chapel of St Giles.
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The Chapel of St Giles is outwith the scope of Invernessiana,
and I do not venture to express any opinion.

I entirely agree with the views Mr Wallace has expressed as regards
the undoubted existence and approximate site of St Thomas' Chapel.

As regards the Chapel of St Mary of the Green,11 believe this to be
another name for what we now know as St Mary's of the Chapel Yard,
and that the Chaplaincy of St Mary of the Green was a foundation
within St Mary's of the Chapel Yard, there being no qualifying words
thirling this chaplaincy to the Parish Church. This view certainly
gets over an undoubted difficulty, viz. that, to use Dr Ross's words,
" some of the lands of the Virgin Mary le Green are described as on
the east side of the Ness between the Scatgate and the river ; others
as on the west side."

THE BURIAL-GROUND.

It is somewhat surprising that in a burial-ground of such undoubted
antiquity as the Chapel Yard, the earliest extant decipherable monu-
ment, which takes the form of a plain recumbent slab, dates no
further back than 1604. The inscription is as follows : " Here lies
the bodie of a pious and vertuous gentlewoman called Hester Eliot
spouse to Master Alexander Clerk, minister of Inverness, and second
lawful daughter to the verie honourable Robert Eliot of Lauristown
in Liddesdale, and Lady Jean Stuart, third lawful daughter to
Francis, Earle of Bothwell. She departed this life upon the 3rd
September in the year of God 1604 years. Now she is with her

1 Since the reading of this Paper the " Burgh Eeoords of Inverness " have been
published. I find that the joint Editors have reached the conclusion, in regard
to the Chapel of the Green, advanced by me. • The Records mention also the
"Chapel of the Brig End," which is not referred to in any of the documents here
examined. Mr William Mackay in his Introduction to the Burgh Records has,
by wrongly inserting a comma, misread one of the old minutes and has added
another chapel to the long list already enumerated. The " Ravelstrie " which he
classifies as an additional chapel was simply the vestry, or a similar building,
connected with the Parish Church. F. T. M.
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Saviour at peace, who is the Resurrection and the Life with whom
she is to appear in glory. Here lies Alexander Clerk some time
minister in Inverness who departed the 13th September 1635."

To use the words of Charles Fraser Mackintosh, few in Inverness
are aware that a great grandniece of Queen Mary, and of the blood
royal through her great grandmother Lady Jane Hepburn, lies buried
in the Chapel Yard.

Many of the mural monuments are so defaced as to be utterly
irrecognisable, and those that have escaped natural decay and the
vandalism of a former day are shorn of much of their original beauty.

In comparison with many of our southern churchyards the Chapel
Yard contains singularly few examples of rhyming epitaphs. I have
noted the following :—

(1) "Here lyes an honest woman Anna Cox sometyme spouse to James
Bitchie burgess of Inverness—she departed January 22nd 1673.

" Aske thou who lies beneath this space so narrow
I'm here to-day,—you may be here to-morrow.
Dust as to dust—our mother earth must have it.
The soul again returns to God who gave it."

(2) " Mourn not for me my children dear.
I am not dead but sleeping here.

My debts are paid ; my grave you see,
Wait for a while, you'll follow me."

(3) " Here lies consuming in the peaceful dust all that is mortal of Margaret
M'Grigor spouse to Finlay Campbell Deacon and Burgess of Inverness, who
departed this life on 28th October 1817, aged 63 years. This stone is placed
over her remains as a tribute due to his most dutiful stepmother by Donald
Campbell," etc.

" If nature's charmes with virtue joyned
Could stop death's fatal blow,

She had not died whose body lies
Interred this stone below."

I did not come across a single Gaelic inscription or epitaph, and a
Latin inscription appears only on one stone, a recumbent stone placed
over the grave of George Forbes, Notary Public, Messenger in the
Burgh, who died in 1721.
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The Inverness Kirk-Session Records show that, on 26th November
1771, " An account was presented to the Session by the Kirk Officer
amounting to five shillings sterling for levelling a part of the Chapel
Yard for the Communion Tables,—for five days work to two men."

On 19th March 1792 the Session, considering that a new church
was to be built, appointed intimation to be given that on the second
Sabbath of April, the eighth day of the month, public worship was
to be performed in the Chapel Yard.

Maclean, the Inverness nonagenarian, whose reminiscences (pub-
lished in 1842) concerning events within the knowledge of those alive
in his own day, are trustworthy, states that after the entry of the
Duke of Cumberland into Inverness, the Chapel Yard was used by
his troops as a place for enclosing the cattle which they drove away
from Lord Lovat's estate in the Aird.

Provost Inglis, writing in 1795, states : " I remember an old
arched gateway which led into the burying-ground called the Chapel
Yard. On this old arch was inscribed concordia res parvcB crescunt."
There is now no trace of any such archway.

In introducing the following examples of monumental art, I have
endeavoured to make a selection of those only which I consider are of
real interest. There are numerous stones of early eighteenth-century
work bearing the well-known symbols of the skull, cross-bones, cross-
spades, coffin, hour-glass, and bell; the not uncommon arrangement
of a central heart flanked by initials and surmounted by a date ; a
few trade symbols such as the tailor's goose and scissors and the
smith's hammer and anvil ; a crown with crossed sword and scabbard ;
crude spelling and lettering, and the invariable legend memento mori.
Tig. 1 is an interesting example in which the various emblems
are carved in unusual positions. There are also numerous examples
of heraldic work, but these latter have already been brought under the
notice of this Society. (See Proceedings, vol. xxxvi. pp. 724-732.)

The stirring times of the " 'Forty-five " are recalled by a simple mural
VOL. XLV. 14
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tablet on the south wall commemorating the death of Captain Jackson
of Brigadier Houston's regiment, and by an interesting stone con-
taining a heraldic design in addition to the usual mortuary emblems,
commemorating the death of Captain Campbell of the Argyll Militia,
who died of wounds received at Culloden. At a distance of a few
feet on the same wall there is a monument of more than usual im-
portance (fig. 2). Unfortunately identification is impossible, the

Fig. 1. Gravestone with Emblems arranged as a Border.

entire lettering, with the exception of a few of the letters of the
words memento mori on the upper left-hand panel, being worn away.
There are slight indications of a monogram on the upper left-hand
panel, similar1 in character to the very distinct monogram within the
ornamental triangle at the top. The lower right-hand panel appears
to be divided into two portions, the upper of the two containing
slight traces of lettering, and on the lower appear, with fair distinct-
ness, the usual symbols of mortality. In the space between these
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two panels again appear traces of the words memento mori. I was
able to obtain no information of the person or persons in whose

Fig. 2. Mural Monument, unidentified.

memory this monument was erected. No date appears on any part
of the structure; but as the carving, particularly the little figure in
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the triangle at the top, bears a close resemblance to a monument on
the east wall bearing the date 1674, we may fairly assign the one under
consideration to about the same period.

Fig. 5. Doorway of the Macleod Tomb.

Still further along on the same wall is an interesting monument
erected in memory of William Duff, Provost of Inverness, who held
office about the end of the seventeenth and beginning of the eighteenth
centuries (fig. 3).
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On the east wall is the " Burial place appointed to Alexander

Fig. 6. The Macleod Burying-Ground.

Monro, Smith," containing the usual emblems of the trade of a smith
(%• *).

The family of Macleod of Dunvegan was closely associated with
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the town of Inverness. When subscriptions were called for in order
to erect the old stone bridge over the Ness in 1685, which was subse-
quently carried away by a great flood in 1849, the Chief of that day
was one of the leading contributors. The Macleod burying-ground
in the Chapel Yard is to-day an imposing structure, and in " Nona-
genarian's " recollection it appears to have been a much more substan-
tial and handsome building (figs. 5 and 6).

Curiously enough, within the Macleod enclosure there is a
stone to the memory of a Macdonald, a member of a clan against
whom in early days the family of Dunvegan waged perpetual
warfare.

My last illustration, and the most interesting, is of a monument
on the east wall, bearing the date 1674 (fig: 7). Time has dealt
gently with this memorial, but not so the burghers of Inverness.
As will be observed in the illustration, two modern, tombstones have
been erected in front of a portion of the ornamental work on both
sides, one close up to the face of the monument. The tablets in the
centre show signs of deliberate defacement, and on the centre tablet
are incised the initials J. M. and the date 1833. A considerable
portion of the lettering is readable to-day, and " Nonagenarian," who
had been interested in the old monument, furnishes us with the missing
links. Originally, one of the centre tablets bore the following in-
scription, " Here is the burying place of Thomas Watson Burgess of
Inverness and Collector of the shire thereof and his spouse Anna
Tayler with their children 1674." The following inscriptions appear
on various portions of the structure :—

" True vertue doth mens praises sound
When they are lodged under ground."

" The saints shall shine as angels."

" Oh death where is they sting
0 grave where is they victorie."
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Hidden by the two modern stones are the following verses :—

" This emblem may to all disclose
Our beautie withers lyk the rose.

We live and die within ane hour
Lyfe quickly passes as a flower."

" Un'neath this heap of carved stones
Lyes dust and ashes and dry bones

And when this monument is gone
True vertue will outlive alone."

In close proximity to the north wall are the remains of two enclosures
which have suffered considerable demolition since " Nonagenarian's "
day. These were erected in honour of two well-known families of Fraser.
The date 1685 appears on each side of the entrance to one of these
enclosures, and several of the small columns supporting what remains
of the structure are elegantly carved, and, in addition, bear the usual
symbols.

In closing these notes, it is a pleasure to add that the well-kept
condition of the old Chapel Yard stands out in striking contrast to
the ill-kept condition of many burial-grounds in other parts of the
country.

KILMUN BURYING-GROTJND.
This burying-ground, situated on the north shore of the Holy Loch,

is well known as the place of sepulture of the Argyle family. Accord-
ing to Douglas, in his Peerage of Scotland, Sir Duncan Campbell,
afterwards Lord Campbell, and grandfather of Colin, the first Earl
of Argyle, is stated as the first of the family interred at Kilmun.
The foregoing photographs (figs. 8-12) were taken by me on the
occasion of a casual visit last autumn. No date appears on any of
these stones. It is highly probable that they cover the remains of
persons who could claim no right to use the devices represented.
Their sole interest centres round the fact that they form a class of
stones with " faked " heraldic designs. Fig. 13 is of a different order,
and speaks for itself.
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MONDAY, \Zth February 1911.

THE HON. LORD GTJTHRIE, Vice-President, in the Chair.

A Ballot having been taken, the following were duly elected
Fellows :—

PETER JEFFREY MACKIE of Glenreasdale, Corraith, Symington, Ayrshire.
FRANK A. B. PRESTON, Architect, Ardwell, 16 Waverley Park, Shaw-

lands, Glasgow.
A. K. STKWART, Chemist, 4 Midmar Avenue.

The following Donations were laid on the table, and thanks voted
to the Donors :—

(1) By ALEXANDER SINCLAIR, Brabstermire, Mey, Caithness.

Loom-weight of grey sandstone, 4| inches in length by 2^ in
breadth, with a groove round it near one end, from the Broch of
Brabstermire.

(2) By ALEXR. 0. CURLE, Secretary.

Vessel of rough sandstone, 9| inches in length by 6J in breadth and
if inches in depth, with oval cavity 5| inches in length by 4J inches
in breadth and 3| inches in depth, flat in the bottom, from the Broch
of Gunn's Hillock or Brunt Ha', near the manse of Bruan, Caithness.

(3) By PETER M'KENZIE, Tormore, Arran, through J. A.
BALFOTJR, F.S.A. Scot.

Fragment of an Urn, a terminal Plate of a jet Necklace ornamented
with six triangles of punctulations, and twenty-one Beads of jet,
from a cist at Tormore, Arran.
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(4) By J. GRAHAM CALLANDER, F.S.A. Scot.

A quantity of charred Wheat, fragments of the clay Vessel in
which it was contained, and six Hammer-stones, from the Culbin
Sands, Morayshire. (See the previous paper by Mr Graham Callander.)

(5) By the CARRON COMPANY, through their Secretary, Mr
ARCHIBALD G. BROWN.

Roman Altar found at Nether Croy in the end of the eighteenth or
beginning of the nineteenth century. It had been long preserved at
Nether Croy House, and was latterly removed by the late Sir Thomas
Brodie to Carron House, near Falkirk, for safe preservation, but after
his death it had been forgotten until Dr George Macdonald recently
inspected it, and, calling attention to its interest, induced the Directors
of the Carron Company to present it to the National Museum. It is
broken near the base at one corner, but is otherwise in good preserva-
tion, standing rather more than 3 feet in height, and bearing on its
front face a dedicatory inscription to the Nymphs by a vexillation
of the Sixth Legion under Fabius Liberalis. It is described and illus-
trated in Caledonia Romana, p. 342, and plate xiii. fig. 7, and in Dr
George Macdonald's Roman Wall, p. 341.

(6) By ALEXANDER WOOD INGLIS, F.S.A. Scot.

Home-made Chair of plain wood, with high concave back, rounded
at the top, and the frame filled in with plaited straw of bent-grass,
4 feet 3 inches in height and 2 feet 3 inches in width, from Shetland.

(7) By JOHN C. GUY, F.S.A. Scot., Sheriff-Substitute of the
Lothians.

Framed Engraving of William Tytler, Vice-President of the Society
of Scottish Antiquaries, engraved for The Bee, and published by
J. Anderson, 1793.
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(8) By J. MALCOLM, F.S.A. Scot., the Author.

The Parish of Monifieth in Ancient and Modern Times. Large
paper copy. 1910.

(9) By CHARLES B. BOOK WATSON, F.S.A. Scot.

Views of Melrose Abbey, printed for W. H. Lizars. 1832.
Edinburgh Fugitive Pieces. By William Creech. 8vo. 1791.
A Compendious History of the Church of Scotland. By John

Brown, Minister of the Gospel in Haddington. 8vo. Glasgow, 1784.
Life of the Hon. Col. James Gardiner. By P. Doddridge, D.D.

12mo. Edinburgh, 1801.
Eikon Basilike—the Pourtracture of His Sacred Majestic in his

Solitude and Sufferings. Printed in the year 1649. 16mo.
An old Navigator's Rule, of boxwood, now disused.

(10) By GEORGE G. NAPIER, the Author.

The Burial of Lady John Scott, Authoress of " Annie Laurie."
Illustrated. Privately printed. 1900.

There were also Exhibited :—

(1) By Col. A. BECHER, St Andrews.
A Stone Cup (fig. 1), bowl-shaped, with slightly projecting and

flattish handle on one side, pierced by a small circular hole. The
bowl of the cup measures 3f inches in diameter at the brim and
2J inches in height exteriorly, while the exterior diameter of the
bottom is 3 inches. The interior diameter is 3J inches, the thickness
of the rim is J inch, and the depth of the bowl inside rather less than
2 inches. The sides have a considerable vertical convexity on the
exterior, and are ornamented by a border of two parallel lines below
the lip and two above the bottom, and in the space between the upper
and lower borders there is an irregular pattern of incised lines, all
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very rudely executed. The cup was found in January 1911 in the pro-
cess of trenching the grounds of a house which Col. Becher was build-
ing at Howbury, on the north side of the Kinness Burn, St Andrews.
In the course of the diggings, remains of what were considered to be
the foundations of early dwellings were met with. Dr Hay Fleming
and Mr Alexr. Hutcheson, F.S.A. Scot., Broughty Ferry, paid a
visit to the place a few days afterwards, but found the indications
of early constructions too indefinite to warrant conclusions as to
their age or purpose. The cup, however, is one of a well-known

Fig. 1. Stone Cup found at Howbury, St Andrews. (-J-.)

class, represented in the Museum by a large number of examples,
several of which have been found in the brochs of Northern Scotland,
and in circumstances which assign them to the Iron Age.

(2) By JAMES M'NAUGHT, Forester, Lochnaw, Wigtownshire.
A Bronze Flanged Axe, found in the river Dee, near Hensol, and

an ornamented Whorl of sandstone, from Lochnaw.

(3) By Eev. D. G. BAKRON, F.S.A. Scot.
Carved Vessel of dark micaceous sandstone (fig. 2), 5| inches

square externally at the top, tapering to a bottom of 3| inches square.
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It has had projections from the middle of each of its four sides, two
of which, opposite to each other, still remain, the other two being
broken off. The cavity in the top measures 4 inches square, an'd
is If inches in depth, with sloping sides, roughly cut. The two

Tig. 2. Carved Stone Vessel from Dunottar Castle.

projections, which are flat and plain on the top, are carved on the
under sides, as shown on the accompanying illustration. It was
found in Dunottar Castle.

The following Communications were read :—


