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Editorial

A ‘Journal of Record’

Observant readers will note that the opportunity was taken to reprint in the last volume, 118,
the Laws of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland. Law 1 states that “The purpose of the Society shall
be the study of the ANTIQUITIES AND HISTORY OF SCOTLAND, more especially by means of
Archaeological Research’. The Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland has, throughout
its 138-year history, been the principal, but not of course the sole, means by which the Society has
discharged this commitment. Since 1851 the Proceedings has presented an enduring record of the
study of the history and antiquities of Scotland. It has published lectures delivered to the Society,
speculative papers, factual reports and a record of objects and books donated to the National
Museum. It has also kept track of the business of the Society by printing the lists of newly elected or
recently deceased Fellows and the minutes of the Anniversary Meetings.

This Editorial aims to draw the attention of Fellows to certain features of the Proceedings which
continue such traditions and to reflect briefly on the nature of the journal at the end of the 1980s.

The last seven years have seen a series of changes in the Proceedings, beginning with the
adoption of a policy on the publication of two-level reports of excavation and other projects, which
was announced, coincidentally, in the last volume (113 for 1983) to be produced by hot metal. Since
that volume, several approaches to the use of microfiche in two-level and other reports have appeared
while the impact of the policy was digested by contributors and readers. These approaches have
ranged from full two-level reports as originally envisaged (eg Murray/Gallowgate, volume 114:
Alcock et al/early historic fortifications, 116, 117, 119) to a variety of interesting adaptations of
the format (eg Morris/Deerness, 116; Ritchie/Kentraw, 117; Thomas/Inveresk, 118; Tabraham/
Smailholm, 118). It is hoped that the 1990s will see a consolidation of this policy, with reports on all
excavations begun since 1 January 1985 prepared in the two-level format from the outset. There is still
scope for other forms of report, such as architectural papers, to utilize microfiche.

After the series of hefty tomes which appeared during the early and mid 1980s, the 1990s will see
the size of the Proceedings stabilize at between 350 and 400 pages per issue (plus several sheets of
microfiche), in the manner of this volume. By settling at this size Council hopes to be able to bear the
cost of the volume more readily as well as achieve more regular publication. The Editors and the
Publications Committee, through rigorous selection of papers (normally after areferee’s assessment), will
also strive to produce a volume which caters for as wide a range of Fellows’ interests as possible.

Another major innovation of recent years was the review article, which began in volume 112.
The Publications Committee has sought contributors with a detached perspective who will, it is
hoped, stimulate discussion and provoke reflection. The series may be judged to be a success, if
readers’ comments are anything to go by. In broadening the range of topics to be covered, we will
continue to rely heavily on the goodwill of the authors solicited. This year we are particularly grateful
to Professor Peter Woodman for a valuable contribution on the Mesolithic in Scotland.
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Summaries of lectures delivered to the Society were introduced in volume 113, and have now
been augmented by summaries of lectures given by young scholars in receipt of a bursary from the
Society to enable them to address conferences of international standing. In addition, it was a pleasure
to be able to print rapidly a synopsis of Professor Leslie Alcock’s Rhind lectures in the last volume.
Efforts are also made to secure for publication suitable papers delivered at the Society’s annual
conference.

Other aspects of the Proceedings are under regular review. For example, Council considered
the possibility of printing the list of Fellows in the Proceedings, but has been deterred by the high cost
of production aud the emphemeral nature of a substantial proportion of the information. Now that
the administration of the Society is computerized, Fellows may inspect the printout of the Fellowship
on application to the Secretary.

Publication of lists of Donations to and Purchases for the Museum was suspended after volume
115, following the demise of the National Museum of Antiquities of Scotland. Discussions were held
with the new National Museums of Scotland to determine the best method of adapting to their
changed procedures. As part of these discussions a review article has been commissioned from the
Museums’ Documentation Officer, Mr John Burnett, which will appear in the next volume. This will
be a welcome statement which, by detailing the powerful computerized system of accession and
cataloguing which is currently being installed, should point to a machined-based alternative to the old
lists. It remains to be determined if the Proceedings should be a part of this process.

Turning to the lists of Donations to and Purchases for the Library, it has been decided that, in
view of administrative considerations within the Museum, the demands on space within the shorter
volumes and the high cost of printing, it will not be possible to revive their publication. Fellows
wishing to keep new accessions under review may, on application to the Librarian, see the regular
printout produced by the Museum of its book acquisitions. Those who used the list as a means of
keeping up to date with their research interests are referred to the bibliographies published six-
monthly in British Archaeological Abstracts and annually in Discovery and Excavation in Scotland
and the Scottish Historical Review.

Some of these issues relating to publication are perennial: in 1783, our founder, the Earl of
Buchan, opposed the printing in the Transactions of ephemeral or minor papers delivered at
meetings. He referred to ‘the pompous circulation of the papers . . . among the censors’ and advised
that ‘it would be much better to publish on a smaller scale and to give only select papers such as may
augment the reputation of the Society’ (quoted by our former President Dr R G Cant in Bell, A S
(ed), 1981, The Scottish Antiquarian Tradition, Edinburgh, 19).

Some readers or authors may wish to discern an echo of this approach in our two-level
publication policy and careful selection of papers by the Publications Committee. Certainly, the
entirely necessary urge to ensure that any piece of work, particularly if it involved ‘recording through
destruction’, ie excavation, should be properly recorded can sonietimes obscure in the mind of the
author the value of the results as history or prehistory. (The professionalism of the on-site recording
and post-excavation processing is, of course, assumed.) Rather, it is necessary to state that the mere
fact that certain operations or investigations occurred is not a sufficient justification for publication in
these Proceedings. In order for the Proceedings to continue as a ‘Journal of Record’, as Council firmly
intends, it is necessary for authors to understand that the primary reason their reports are accepted
for publication is not to communicate the fact that the work took place but because the results are
perceived to make a contribution to the ‘study of the ANTIQUITIES AND HISTORY OF
SCOTLAND’.

Ian A G Shepherd
Aberdeen, October 1989



