
Contents 

 

          Page No. 

List of Figures          1 

List of Appendices         2 

Acknowledgements         3 

Declaration          4 

 

Introduction          5 

 

Chapter One:  Heritage, Nationalism and Landscape     8 

Introduction.         8 

1. Meanings of Landscape.        9 

a. Picturesque landscape: landscape as scenery.    9 

b. Scientific landscape.       10 

c. Symbolic landscape.       12 

2. Flagging Nationalism in the Landscape.      14 

a. Hill stations in ‘British India’.      20 

b. The Nuraghe of Abbasanta.      21 

Conclusion.         23 

 

Chapter Two:  Constructions of Europe and Common ‘Heritage’    25 

Introduction.         25 

1. Constructing ‘Origin Myths’.       26 

2. Classical Europe: Threats from the East and Superiority over the Barbarian.  30 

3. Medieval Europe: Christendom (the Cross) Opposed to Islam (the Crescent).  32 

4. Modern Europe: Nations and Imperialism.      35 

5. ‘Cold War’ Europe and Constructions of Contemporary Europe.   40 

a. ‘Cold War’ Europe and America.      40 

b. ‘Cold War’ Europe: Institution and Market Place.    42 

c. ‘Cold War’ Europe and the Nation States.     42 

6. Constructing a European ‘Heritage’.      44 

 

Chapter Three:  Place-Identity and the Local Landscape     48 

Introduction.         48 

1. Definition of Place-Identity.       48 

2. Local and National Place-identity with Polluted Beach Landscapes.   51 

3. Local Place-Identity Through Representations of ‘Partial’ Landscapes.   52 

4. Local Place-Identity and the Nuraghe of Abbasanta.     55 

 i



5. Place-Identity and Representations of Urban Landscapes.    57 

Conclusion.         59 

 

Chapter Four:  An Introduction to the ‘Value of Heritage’ Debate    61 

Introduction.         61 

1. Defining ‘Heritage’.        61 

2. The ‘Value of Heritage’ Debate.       65 

Conclusion.         77 

 

Chapter Five:  Research Methodology       78 

 Introduction         78 

1. Traditional and Current Methodological Approaches in Museology and ‘Heritage’ Studies.79 

a. Researching ‘heritage’: Attitude surveys and beyond.    79 

b. Ethnographic studies of communities living with ‘heritage’ sites.  90 

c. Using images in research.       92 

2. The Present Study: Choosing Qualitative Methods and Focus Groups.   93 

a. Why use qualitative research methods in this study?    93 

b. Choosing focus groups.       94 

3. The Present Study: Focus Group Research Design.     96 

a. Focus group research design.      96 

b. Choosing family focus groups.      97 

c. Using photographs as stimuli in the focus groups.    98 

d. The images used.        99 

e. Conducting the focus groups.      100 

4. The Site and Recruitment.        101 

a. Why select a single research site?      101 

b. Why Worcester was chosen: an average British town.   102 

c. A description of Worcester.      103 

d. The focus group recruitment process.     106 

e. Profile of the families who participated.     107 

5. The Present Study: The Analytic Procedure.      108 

6. Conclusion: Reflecting on the Experience.      109 

 

Chapter Six:  Images of Worcester as Evocations of Britain, Europe and the Local. 112 

Introduction.          112 

1. People’s Talk About Britain: Converging on the National    113 

a. Convergence talk on images of Britain.     113 

b. Divergent talk about images of Britain.     132 

2. People’s Talk About Europe: Struggle and Reconciliation.    137 

a. Struggling with Europe.       138 

 ii



b. Reconciling the Struggle: Focusing on the detail.    152 

3. People’s Talk About Worcester: Making the Local Our Own.    164 

a. Normative Accounts of Worcester.      165 

b. Idiosyncratic Accounts of Worcester.     182 

 

Chapter Seven:  Understanding ‘Heritage’ in the Landscape: Visual Repertoire, 

Focusing and a Sense of Identity.      186 

Introduction         186 

1. Visual Understandings of the Landscape.      186 

a. Stereotypes and Visual Repertoire: Using the ‘Mental Library of Views’. 187 

b. Focusing Activity: Allowing Visual Repertoire to be Flexible.   197 

2. Evoking Identity in the Landscape.       202 

a. The ‘it could be anywhere’ Rule.      202 

b. Evocations of Britain in ‘day to day life’.     205 

c. Roles of Timber Framed Houses in Evoking Britain / England or Europe. 208 

d. Roles of Medieval Monumental Buildings in Worcester in Evoking Britain, 

Europe or the local.       210 

e. Evocations of a Europe of Social or Cultural Activity.   211 

f. Focusing on the Local: ‘Claiming Activity’.     212 

Conclusion         213 

 

Chapter Eight: Entering the ‘Value of Heritage’ Debate.     214 

 

1. Rapid Change of Public Focus on ‘Heritage’ Sites and Monuments in the Landscape. 214 

2. Public Awareness of Multiple Meanings of ‘Heritage’ Sites and Monuments in  

the Landscape.         216  

3. The Importance of Detail in ‘Heritage’ Sites and Monuments in the Landscape.  217 

4. The Importance of Day-to-Day Life in Identity Forming.    218 

5. Flexibility of Meaning for ‘Heritage’ Sites and Monuments in the Landscape that  

       Appear one Dimensional but are also Available to Evoke other Meanings.  219 

6. The Implications of the Prevalence of ‘Cold War Constructions’ of Europe 

        in People’s Understanding of ‘Heritage’ Sites and Monuments in the Landscape. 220 

7. The Importance of Allowing People to Work on Their own ‘Self-Narrative’ 

        or ‘Claiming’ Relationships with ‘Heritage’ Sites and Monuments in the Landscape. 221 

 

 

 

Chapter Nine: Concluding Views on the Study      223 

Visual repertoire, Focusing and People’s Understanding of ‘Heritage’ in the Landscape.  223 

 iii



Visual Repertoire, Focusing and Identity (National, European and Local)   224 

Taking the Social Value of ‘Heritage’ Debate Forward.     225 

 

Bibliography          227 

 

Appendix One.  Images Allowing Convergence on Britain.    236 

Appendix Two.  Extracts Relating to European Nations.    239 

Appendix Three. General Architectural Styles: Contemporary Shopping Scenes. 244 

Appendix Four.  General Architectural Styles: Medieval (Monumental & domestic), 

Georgian, Victorian, and Combining New and Old.   247 

Appendix Five.  Images Used in the Family Focus Groups.    251 

 

Compact Disc.  The Full Transcripts of The Family Focus Group Sessions. Attached to 

          back  cover

  

 iv


