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NOTES ON AN ANCIENT LOCK AT
BED DING TON PARK.

BY J. LEWIS ANDRE, F.S.A.

TPHE beautiful example of the locksmith's art, repre-

JL sented in the accompanying plate, was formerly
fixed on the entrance door of the great hall at Bedding-
ton Park, the ancient seat of the Carew family, and
it is still preserved at the same mansion, though removed
from its original position. It is described by Hughson,
in his History of London, 1809, Vol. V, p. 302, and is

engraved in Pugin's Examples of Gothic Architecture,

Vol. I, p. 25, but the drawing in the latter work is

not absolutely correct in every detail. The works are

modern, and the box into which the bolt shoots is so

inferior in the execution of its ornamentation, that it

would appear to be also of recent date. The whole
surface is richly gilt, and the design consists of the arms
of Henry VII, within a round-headed panel, flanked by
his supporters, the dragon and greyhound ; by the sides

of the armorial panel are long strips of flamboyant
tracery divided by twisted and banded pillars, whilst

the whole front is enclosed by cabled fillets of unecpial

thickness. As in many old examples, the keyhole is

hidden, and is revealed as follows, namely, by turning

the head seen above the circular-headed panel, a move-
ment which sets free a catch, and the scutcheon slides

down exposing the keyhole. Similar devices were
common in the works of the old locksmiths, and there

is an example to be met with in a wrought steel lock

engraved in the Builder, Vol. VIII, p. 451. In this

instance a figure of St. James is placed in a panel under
one having the Crucifixion, and on pressing the upper
limb of the cross, the saint falls down disclosing the

keyhole.
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Tlic tracery of the Beddington lock front is composed
of two plates, the under one forming the cusping, the

upper one the filleting, a method of construction which
causes the design to come out sharply and well defined,

thus producing an excellent effect, unattainable in cast

work.

The arms have France in the first and third quarters,

with the additional peculiarity that the fleur-de-lys arc

one and two instead of two and one as usual, a whim of

the designer, probably indulged in with the idea of

better suiting the circular head of the scutcheon, and
at the same time getting the fleur-dc-lys as large as

possible in the limited space at his disposal.

Antiquaries of repute consider this work as most likely

of foreign execution, and they are doubtless correct, the

flamboyant tracery, the twisted and banded shafts, and
the peculiar treatment of the arms, all pointing to this

conclusion. As to its date, the appearance on it of the

armorial bearings and supporters of Henry VII show
that it was executed before 1508, and probably late in

the loth century. A somewhat similar lock front, with

flamboyant traceried panels enclosed in cabled bands,

exists at St. George's Chapel, Windsor, a building erected

between 1480 and 1508.

Probably this lock at Beddington was made for Sir

Richard Carew, whilst governor of Calais, a position

which most likely accounts for the royal arms being
used instead of those of the Carew family.

Rich lock fronts exist in France at Rouen Cathedral,

also at Gisors, and there are several good examples in

the Museum at the Hotel Cluny, Paris ; they arc of late

15th and early 16th century date. One of the latter

period has female figures, and the arms of Henry II,

together with various other embellishments ; a second

example bears Neptune drawn in his sea-horsed car,

flanked by two nymphs and other devices.

Note.—The Society is indebted to the Committee of

the Female Orphan Asylum, Beddington Park, for

permission to reproduce this lock.


