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VIII.

ON AN ANCIENT DEED FROM THE MUNIMENT
ROOM OE THE HOSPITAL OE THE HOLY
TRINITY IN CROYDON.

By JOHN WICKHAM FLOWER.

The deed, of which afacsimile accompanies this part

of the Society's Proceedings, and of which a translation

is appended, is preserved, together with other interesting

documents relating to the Hospital, in the Muniment-

room over the gatehouse.

Archbishop "Whitgift (the founder) seems to have

been more than usually careful for the safety of these

muniments. In the statutes which he ordained for the

government of the Hospital, we find the following

direction :
" Whereas, I have allotted owte a speciall

roome in the gate howse next unto the streete for keepinge

of the evidences of the lands and revenews of my sayde

hospitall, and for other thinges of some momente, being

not of dayly use : I doe ordeine that, in the same roome

there shall be one other cheste, wherein shall be kepte

the foundation and donation of the hospitall, and all

other evidens whatsoever, well sorted accordinge to the

severall parcells of landes, into several! greate boxes,

superscribed wythe papers of direction." This injunction

seems to have been carefully complied with by successive

wardens, and the deeds and evidences are now found

in the several " greate boxes " in which they were in

all probability placed by the founder, or in his time.

h 2
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This deed is the grant of a rent-charge of £6. 13s. M.
per annum (twenty nobles), by Susan Barker, wife of

Edward Barker, Esq., to the Warden and Poor of the

Hospital, and it is interesting in an archaeological point

of view, not only as regards the parties to the grant,

and the singularity of the motives which induced them

to make it, but also on account of the elegant and

artistic style in which the deed is prepared.

Susan Barker (the grantor) was the daughter of

Richard Tracy of Stanway, by Barbara, daughter of that

Sir Thomas Lucy of Charlcote, to whom some of

Shakespeare's early troubles were, or at least are said to

be, attributable. She thus descends from two families,

the names of both of which are very familiar to the

students of English history. Her husband Edward

Barker was principal Registrar of the High Commission

Court, a piece of preferment which probably he owed to

the Archbishop, who, in his frequent dealings with recu-

sants and papists, had much to do with that dreaded

tribunal. Probably this grant to an establishment

founded by the Archbishop himself, and in which he

took so large an interest, may have been a graceful

method of expressing the Registrar's obligations to his

patron.

The motives which led to this benefaction, (that which

lawyers term the consideration for it) are of a somewhat

unusual kind :

—

After reciting that William Tracy, one of the donor's

ancestors, had taken part in the murder of Thomas a

Beckett, she states that not only out of esteem and

respect for Archbishop Whitgift, but also in order that

it might be openly made known, that the episcopal order

was not at all hateful to her family, as some spiteful

persons had reported, she was induced to grant the rent-



ON AN ANCIENT DEED. 101

charge in question. Probably she bore in mind the old

Gloucestershire proverb, in which it was suggested that

an avenging Nemesis pursued her ancestor's descendants

on account of his crime :
—" The Trades have always,

the wind in their faces ;" or, possibly, the lady, although

a Protestant, may have been insensibly influenced by

some lurking belief in the Papistical doctrines —that

ancestral guilt needed atonement, and that the perform-

ance of good works was efficacious for that purpose;

—and that thus a handsome donation to the hospital

founded by one Arclibishop, might, in some sort expiate

the guilt of murdering one of his predecessors.

I am not aware that any other of William Tracy's de-

scendants attempted to atone for their ancestor's crime

by the endowment of any chantry, or other like founda-

tion. It appears, however, from Canon Stanley's most

able and interesting work, entitled "Historical Memorials

of Canterbury," that Tracy himself gave certain lands

in Morton to the church of Canterbury, for the health

of his own soul, and those of his ancestors, and for the

love of St. Thomas, Archbishop and Martyr of venerable

memory, and that the rents of this estate were to be

applied to feed and clothe daily, for ever, one monk, to

celebrate the divine offices "pro salute vivorum et requie

defunctoram" This deed was witnessed by the Abbot

of St. Eufemia, in Calabria, which place was probably

visited by Tracy on his way to the Holy Land, where

he died. It also appears that Amicia, the widow of

William Thaun, resigned to the treasurer of the cathe-

dral of Exeter, on behalf of the church of Canterbury,

certain lands which her husband had held under Tracy,

and which he had made her swear she would dulv assign

to St. Thomas and the convent, but which, under the

influence of her second husband, she had for some time
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withheld. This resignation was effected in a somewhat

unusual manner, by the delivery to the treasurer of her

cap—

'

pilliolumf as a symbol of the actual delivery of

the land.

Mr. T. W. King, York herald, who has very kindly

supplied me with the pedigree subjoined, has also given

me the following description of the armorial bearings

with which this curious document is emblazoned. On
the left-hand side (but the dexter, heraldically speak-

ing), are the arms of Tracy, Lucy, Throckmorton, and

Empson, and on the opposite side, those of Barker,

Brett, Waterhouse, and Davenport. It will be observed

that the arms of the lady's family (as also her signature)

thus take the precedence of her husband's. She was the

daughter of Bichard Tracy of Stanway, by Barbara

daughter of Sir Thomas Lucy of Charlecote, by Elizabeth,

who was the daughter of Sir Bichard Empson, Knight,

Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster in the time of

Henry VII. Bichard Tracy was the second son of

William Tracy of Toddington, in the county of Gloucester,

LL.D., by Margaret daughter of Thomas Throckmorton,

sub-treasurer of England in the time of King Henry VI.

(whose pedigree is printed in the first volume of the

Surrey Arch geological Collections), by Alianor daughter

of Guy Spiney of Coughton, in the county Warwick.

Edward Barker was the son of Erancis Barker (whose

family is said to have come out of Yorkshire), by Julia

daughter of James Waterhouse of Ludlow, in the county

of Salop, and Anne daughter of Thomas Davenport.

Erancis Barker was son of Thomas Barker by Julia Brett,

of whose family we have no trace at present. Susan

Barker, after Edward Barker's decease, married Sir

Henry Billingsley of London, Knight.

The mode by which possession of the annuity purports
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to be given is worthy of notice. It is said to be, " by

the delivery of a piece of gold money of the value of ten

shillings, affixed to these presents." This coin, which

still remains thus affixed, is an angel of the reign of

Henry VIII. The seals both of Susan Barker and her

husband are appended to it, the ribbons passing through

four holes made in the coin, and so through the parch-

ment. These ribbons are azure and argent, the principal

tinctures of the Archiepiscopal arms of Canterbury,

which, impaling those of Whitgift, are emblazoned on

the upper part of the deed.

Attached to Susan Barker's own signature is the seal

of the family of Tracy (the arms, however, occur without

the escalop, an instance of which occurs in a MS. temp.

Henry VIIL, in the College of Arms), suspended by

ribbons or, and gules, the two first colours of the arms of

Tracy. Edward Barker's seal is suspended in a similar

way by ribbons or and sable, the tinctures of his arms

;

and is likewise impressed with his arms. The form of

the shields of these seals is the same, and rather unique

for that period, bearing some resemblance to a heater

shield, having two curvatures on the upper part.

The Mansion-house known as Lancaster College, in

St. Paul's Churchyard, upon which the payment of this

annuity was charged, was founded by the executors of

John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster. It contained lodg-

ings and a common hall for thirty priests, who were

appointed to officiate daily in the chapel on the north

side of the choir of old St. Paul's, in which John of

Gaunt, and his first and second wives, were entombed.

These, probably, were the same priests for whose
maintenance, John of Gaunt's executors gave to the

church of St. Paul the manors of Bowes and Pecleshouse

in Middlesex, that they might sing masses for his soul.



104 ON AN ANCIENT DEED.

This college was suppressed at the Reformation, and

was granted by Edward VI., on the 9th September, in

the second year of his reign, to William Gunter, from

whom probably it devolved to Susan Barker, or her

ancestor, and eventually appears to have come into

the possession of the Dean and Chapter of St. Paul's,

who, by indenture dated the 26th of February, 16Gi,

demised it to Thomas Pory of London, merchant.

In this lease it is described as " Lancaster College,

against the south gate of St. Paul's Cathedral, and

encroached into the Churchyard." It was doubt-

less destroyed in that vast conflagration which, two

years afterwards, consumed the cathedral itself. Its site

is now occupied by the large buildings at the south-

east corner of St. Paul's Churchvard.

It is a singular circumstance, that although so care-

fully prepared, and so beautifully adorned, this deed was

after all invalid : it seems to have been the production of

a herald, rather than of a lawver. At this time, and

indeed long afterwards, a married woman could neither

charge, nor alien, her freehold estate, except by a form of

procedure known as a fine. This formality does not seem

to have been observed, and it appears from the Hospital

records, that some litigation took place in consequence.

The defect was afterwards remedied, and the Hospital has

continued to receive the annuity to the present time.

The device of giving seisin of an annuity, by the de-

livery of a piece of gold money, was altogether fanciful,

and could have had no legal operation. This formality

is one, which applies only to the conveyance of land,

and was in no way essential to perfect the grant of an

annuity, otherwise valid, nor would it have operated to

set up an invalid grant.
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TRANSLATION.

Co all the faithful in Christ, to whom the present writing shall

come. I, Susan Barker, daughter of Richard Tracy of Stanwaie, in the

county of Gloucester, Esquire, and of Barbara Lucy, daughter of Thomas

Lucy of Charlcote, in the county of Warwick, Knight, send greeting.

£2Ui)crcaS, in time past, William Tracy, Knight, one of my ancestors,

wishing to please his king, transgressed rashly against the life of Thomas,

formerly Archbishop of Canterbury, whatsoever may have been his rebel-

lion. ISnoil) Vt, that I, honouring the most loyal disposition towards

her Royal Majesty, of the most reverend father in God, John Wliitgifte,

now Archbishop of Canterbury, as also his gentleness, and his truly

episcopal life, and desiring that it should be made apparent that the

pontifical dignity was never at all hateful to our family (as some

malicious persons have reported). Bnohj Vt, I say, that I (with the

consent in this behalf of my most beloved husband, Edward Barker,

Esquire), have given, granted and confirmed to the Warden and Poor

of the Hospital of the Holy Trinity in Croydon, of the foundation of

John Wliitgifte, Archbishop of Canterbury, a certain annuity or yearly

rent of six pounds thirteen shillings and fourpence, of lawful money of

England, yearly to be paid and issuing from and out of our mansion-house

called Lancaster College, lying and being in the Chm-cbyard of St. Paul,

London : 2To l)nbc and perceive the aforesaid annuity or yearly rent of

six pounds thirteen shillings and fourpence, to the aforesaid warden and

poor of the Hospital of the Holy Trinity in Croydon aforesaid, and their

successors, from the day of the date of these presents to the end of the

term, and for the term, of one thousand years next following, and fully

to be completed, to be paid yeai'ly, at the four most usual feasts or

terms of the year, to wit, the Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary,

the Nativity of St. John the Baptist, St. Michael the Archangel, and the

Birth of our Lord, by equal portions. Hlffl if it shall happen that the

said annuity, or yearly rent, shall be in arrear and unpaid, in part or in

all, for the space of one month next after any one of the feasts aforesaid,

on which as is aforesaid it ought to be paid, that then and thence-

forward, it shall and may be lawful for the aforesaid wai'den and poor of

the Hospital of the Holy Trinity in Croydon aforesaid, and their suc-

cessors, to enter upon our said mansion-house, and distrain, and the

distresses there taken to carry away, and keep until full satisfaction shall

be made for the said annuity or yearly rent aforesaid, together with the
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arrears (if any there shall be). <Hntt I, Edward Barker, Esquvre, Chiet

Registrar of the Queen's Majesty in Causes Ecclesiastical, approving the

pious charity of my most dear wife, for myself and my heirs and assigns,

in manner and form aforesaid, do confirm the donation and grant afore-

said of the annuity or yearly rent, of six pounds thirteen shillings and

four pence, to the aforesaid warden and poor, and their successors, for

the term of one thousand years, but nevertheless on this condition, that

the said warden and poor of the hospital aforesaid, or their successors,

shall in no wise sell, waste, or alienate the said annuity or yearly rent,

or any part thereof. <Hnfc $ promise and agree by these presents for

myself and my heirs, with the aforesaid warden and poor of the hospital

aforesaid and their successors, that I and my heirs and assigns, for and

duing the term of three years next ensuing, will do all and singular such

further lawful acts (when we shall be so required), at the costs and

expenses of the said warden and poor and their successors, by which

they may the more securely and the better have and possess peaceably

the said annuity or yearly rent of six pounds thirteen shillings and four

pence for the whole term of the said one thousand years ; and we have

put the said warden and poor of the hospital aforesaid into the seisin

and possession of the said annuity or annual rent, by the delivery of a

golden coin of the value often shillings affixed to these presents.

hx fottncs'3 lufjcrtof we have set our seals to these presents, the first

clay of the month of January, in the forty-third year of the reign of the

most illustrious princess in Christ, Elizabeth, by the grace of God, of

England, France, and Ireland, Queen, Defender of the Faith, &c, and in

the year of our Lord, according to the course and computation of the

English Church, one thousand six hundred.

Susan ( L.S. \ Barker. Edwarde / l.S. I Barker.




