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DISCOVERIES separated by an interval of 150 years

have added Hawkshill to the meagre list of early

Anglo-Saxon sites in Surrey. The area in question lies

in Fetcham parish, where the Guildford road goes down-
hill into Leatherhcad, which is about a mile to the

north-east. At an elevation of 300 ft., it overlooks the

valley of the Mole, while on the opposite bank the

Roman road called Ermine Street can still be clearly

traced across the chalk down. About a quarter of a

mile to the south, on the west side of the valley, is to be
seen a considerable extent of scrub that has never been
cleared for cultivation, and may be taken to represent

the original condition of the land now belonging to Sir

Ernest Blake, whose house preserves the ancient name
of Hawkshill. In connection with the name there seems
to be still extant in the neighbourhood a tradition that

all the great folk used to be buried at Hawkshill ; but
in spite of this plain hint the labourers employed in

1886 to trench the ground for the garden, persisted in

attributing to foul play the presence of human bones
in the soil, till the number of burials that came to light

proved that the site had at some period been used as a

cemetery.

Before proceeding to describe these and other dis-

coveries that are now seen to prove occupation of the

neighbourhood in early Anglo-Saxon times, it will be
well to dispose of other finds on the site that take



120 RECENT AND FORMER DISCOVERIES AT HAWKSHILL.

us back to a still earlier date. In April 1900 the

present writer was kindly invited to watch the excava-

tion of two circular patches on the lawn at Hawkshill,

that had been rendered conspicuous by the drought.

At about 30 and 40 yards from the fence (marked a and
b on map) the turf had been more than usually parched

during the preceding autumn, and this was rightly

Fig. 1.—Sketch-map of Hawkshill, near Leathei'head, Surrey

attributed to some disturbance of the chalk which
affected the absorption of water. The patches also

sounded more than ordinarily hollow to the tread, and
two of the most conspicuous, which happened to be
on the tennis-court, were excavated. The first pit

opened was about 5 ft. in diameter and 4 ft. deep,

piercing the solid chalk for about 2 ft. The sides were
vertical and had been neatly cut, while the bottom was
quite flat. Just below the turf a number of large stones

were discovered, and in the earth thrown out were
lumps of weathered chalk, fragments of rough hand-
made pottery here and there, a few isolated bones of

animals such as the pig, and a few teeth apparently of

the ox. Fine mould of a sandy nature was also noticed

in some quantity, which must have been brought to the

spot, as unhappily nothing of the sort is met with in the

district. Near the bottom was found a quantity of
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clinker, showing that the heat had been intense, and
round the base of the pit were separate heaps of charred

wheat, the grains being still quite sound. A sample was
sent to Kew for examination, and the Director stated

that the grains were almost exclusively Triticum vulgare^

var. compaction, a variety known from the Swiss lake-

dwellings. Mixed with them were found a few grains

of Avoid sativa and a small kind of barley. The whole

sample agreed perfectly with one from Winklebury Hill,

Wilts., preserved in the museum at the Royal Botanic

Gardens. This was submitted by the late General Pitt-

Rivers 1

in 1882, and was supposed to date from 300—
100 B.C. A similar find of charred grain at Worle Hill

(Worleburv), near Weston-super-Mare, is recorded in the

Archaeological Journal, VIII, -416, and is further noticed

below.

There was also found what appears to be a bracer

of bone, used to protect the wrist from the rebound of

the bowstring. Unlike most of the specimens known, it

is not perforated at the ends for attachment ; and the

only other instance at hand is in Archceologia, VIII,

pi. 30, where a specimen very similar is engraved from
Tring, Herts. The oldest date from the early Bronze
Age.

Another pit (b) about 15 yards off was afterwards

cleared out with similar but not identical results. A
circular hole had been sunk about 3 feet deep, the chalk

being pierced for a depth of about 15 inches, and the

diameter being about 4 feet. In this instance no clinker

or burnt grain was found; but on the other hand about

half a dozen so-called " loom-weights " of brick, 2 either

whole or in pieces, were recovered, together with a few
bones and teeth that evidently did not belong together.

1 The grain is mentioned in his Excavations in Cranbome Chase,

II, 246, and came from the early British, not the Anglo-Saxon, site at

Winklebury.
- About twenty-five of these were found in the Late-Keltic camp

of Hunsbury, Northampton ; also charred wheat in several places.

(Reports Assoc. Archit. Sues.. 1885, p. 58, pi. \. fig. 3.) Specimens
from other sites are in the British Museum.
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The pieces of pottery were as before very coarse, and
had evidently been buried in their present state, except

two or three that had belonged to a small black urn

made without the wheel, and entirely devoid of orna-

ment. There were also, as in the first pit, some large

stones at the top that had not come from the chalk.

Other patches (c) on the lawn, a few yards from this

second pit, await excavation.

These belong to the large class of early British remains

known as "hut-circles," marking pits of various depths

that were no doubt protected by a roof of thatch resting

on a central roof-tree. Such circles are often noticed,

and have sometimes been excavated within earthworks
of the period : those at Worlebury, above Weston-super-

Mare, may be quoted in illustration. Some on that site

were enclosed by low mounds 28—30 ft. in diameter

;

but the usual size was about 6 ft. across, and the shape

a rude rectangle, though the circular form was also

common. The pits were sunk to the solid rock, which
lay at an average depth of 2 ft., but a closer parallel is

found at Mount Caburn, Sussex, where the pits were cut

into chalk and averaged 5 ft. in depth and 6 ft. in dia-

meter; but General Pitt-Rivers negatived the idea that

these were used as habitations. 1 At Worlebury a quantity

of charred wheat and barley was found below skeletons

that had not been properly interred, but perhaps thrown
in on the burning ruins of the roof, as there was evidence

that the grain had been burnt from above. 2

In the adjoining meadow, some 130 yards further to

the south-east, the drought also revealed a ring (d) about

100 ft. in diameter, and complete except for a small break

to the south. The chalk had evidently been disturbed

in a band about 5 ft. broad, and a trial excavation about
10 ft. long was made in this line. The soil thrown out

was in vivid contrast to the virgin chalk, and at a depth
of about 7 ft. a black layer was noticed, further search

discovering traces of fire and a bone that might have

1 Archceolociia, XLVI, 427, 450.
2 Dymond and Tomkins, JVorlcbury, p. 76 ; Proc, Som. Arch. Soc,

Weston meeting, 1851, pp. 55, SO.
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been human. The spot is on the slope of the hill, and
has been under the plough, so that its original appear-

ance is uncertain ; but one cannot go far wrong in

connecting it with the two pits on the lawn which, to

judge from analog)', must be attributed to the Late-Keltic

period, probably not long before the British population

passed beneath the yoke of Rome.
Twenty years ago, when the house was being built,

there was, unfortunately, no one at hand to record

particulars or safeguard the relics unearthed, and it was
with the greatest difficulty that certain objects mentioned
in the local newspaper were recovered. A few specimens
from this series are here illustrated to show their mixed
character, and support the view that we are here dealing

with more than one period. Among many fragments of

coarse, hand-made pottery, evidently prehistoric, two
pieces stand out as exceptional : they are the bases of urns

or vases of superior material and turned on the wheel, one
(fig. 2) having a spiral incised on outside, as on a fragment
from Limpsfield, at the

foot of the downs 15

miles due east, des-

cribed in Proc. Soc. An I.,

XIII, 241). Though the

potter's wheel was used
in tin's country at least

as ( arly as the 1st cen-

tury B.C. (as at Avles-

ford), the present speci-

mens are more akin to

Roman ware, and may
well be contemporary
with the two portions

of bronze brooches in-

cluded in the collection. One is merely the open

triangular foot of what was no doubt a brooch of La
Tcne III tvpo, while the other is the bow of another

type, probably with open triangular foot, but with heavy
mouldings at the head, a hook 1 adjoining the collar, and

1 This is well seen on an Aylesford example : Early Iron Agt Guide
(British M useum ), fig. 96.

Fig. '2. Spiral on Fragment of
Pottery, Hawkshill. ( .',

)
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Fig. 3.—Inlaid Glass-bead,
Hawkshill. ( ! )

a wire spring of some form starting from the centre of

the plate below the moulded head. Both t)Tpes may have
been in use at the same time, and point to the early part

of the first century of our era.

Other specimens preserved at Hawkshill lead us to

the main subject of this paper,

and may next be detailed. A
large glass bead (fig. 3) has an
iridescent surface which, when
dry, rather obscures the in-

tricate rope-pattern in yellow

inlaid in the blue ground.

Similar examples from Sittingbourne 1 and Hawnbv,
N. R. Yorks., are known to belong to the Anglo-Saxon

period. There
is further a de-

based denarius

of the time of

Constantine the

Great, struck
about the year

330, probably at

Treves, and
bearing on the

obverse Rome
personified, on
the reverse Rom-
ulus and Remus
with the wolf.

Roman coins are

by no means un-

common in Sax-

on graves, and
the present specimen, which is stated to have been found
with a small Anglo-Saxon vase, may have been con-

signed to the earth in the 4th, 5th, or even 6th century,

the last date suiting best the bronze wheel here illus-

trated (tig. 4). A wheel apparently from the same mould

Fig. 4. -Bronze Wheel-shaped Ornament,
Hawkshill.

(J)

1 C. E. Smith, Collcclioiea Antigua, I, pi. 37, figs. 2, o.
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is now iii Maidstone Museum, and was found 1

in that

town with a jewelled Anglo-Saxon brooch and some
(presumably Roman) cinerary urns. The pottery has

disappeared, but the brooch belongs to a well-known

type, of circular form, inlaid with ~f~-shaped garnets.

Another wheel, very similar, but with eight spokes and

pierced at the centre, is published from a Frankish

cemetery at Armentieres, Chateau Thierry, Dept. Aisne, 2

where it was found in a man's grave dating probably from

the 6th century. A coffin -slab
3 in the same cemetery

was incised with a five-spoked wheel, and another bronze

specimen had six spokes and a broader rim. 4 There are

several pierced Frankish pendants, more or less resembling

a wheel, in the national collection from Dept. Ma rue ; but

that the symbol was of earlier origin in the same district

is shown by an enamelled example of Roman manufac-

ture in the British Museum, not to mention a number
of bronze wheels, 5 smaller with thicker tyres, belonging

to the Late-Keltic period, when they were more probably

used as votive offerings than as ornaments or currency.

Lastly, there are several small iron knives which, with

the small black hand-made vase already mentioned, in-

dicate the former existence of Anglo-Saxon burials on

the site. Sir Ernest Blake states that, somewhat ir-

regularly placed along the western end of his garden, a

number of skeletons were found with their heads placed

rather west than south-west, while in one case the feet

were found within the line of the hedge, and the skull

subsequently beneath the path of the main road. This

was one of the bodies found in a line parallel with the

road, and all no doubt belonged to the same cemetery

as the six skeletons found this year and an indefinite

1 The discovery is mentioned in Archceologia Cantiana, I, 166 ;

XV, 72.
- Moreau, Collection Cannula (Dept. Aisne), Vol. II. pi. 26, li^'. >.

nouvelle serie.

3 Ibid., pi. 29. fig. 2.

4 Ibid., pi. 19. fig. 19.

Several arc figured in Archceologia t 'ambrensis, 3rd Ser., V 1 1, 21 .'5
;

others dating from the pre-Roman period were found at Stradonitz,

Bohemia.
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number found about 1886 on the opposite side of the

road, when the plantation (g) was made there. On the

other hand, nothing- was found between the house and
the road, nor in the kitchen garden opposite the old

chalk-pit, though all the ground was trenched down to

the chalk-rock. Presuming- that the find of 1758 is

correctly located on the map (h), we must therefore

suppose that there were two isolated groups of Anglo-

Saxon burials on and adjoining the present main road;

and from the number found we must conclude that those

on the slope of the hill were, like those recently dis-

covered, placed in several rows with the head at the

south-west end of the grave. It may be added here

that the name of Dead-woman's Lane leading south-east

(sec map) has been traced to a suicide in recent times,

and was not due to any discovery of Anglo-Saxon burials

in the road. The human remains found in laying the

water-mains at Ralph's Corner, Eastwick Old Street,

Bookham, in June, 1906, had been enclosed in a coffin,

and were probably those of a suicide or criminal of

modern times u

The accompanying sketch from the Ordnance Survey
map shows the approximate site of the discovery on the

slope of the hill, recorded by Manning and Bray.

During the construction of the turnpike road to Guild-

ford in 1758, there were found the bones of nearly

twenty bodies, 1 a small pike (presumably the usual iron

spear-head) 1 ft. long, and some knife-blades. The
bones were carried to the churchyard and buried there,

and others were found in the common field when post-

holes were being sunk for an inclosure on the summit
of Hawkes Hill in 1803 ; they lay on a bed of chalk at

a depth of 18 inches.' In the garden of Hawkshill

(e, f), as already mentioned, about twenty-six skeletons

were found in 1886 within a small area near the road,

1 At about the same spot some bones of a human foot -were found in

trenching for the water-pipes at the end of April, 1906, but no accurate

record was kept ; some pottery fragments were also noticed in a cross-

trench that was found full of hlack earth.
2 History and Antiquities of Surrey, I, 482.
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and among; them were the remains of women and
children. All the bones were subsequently collected

and buried together in a pit at the foot of one of the

trees in the garden, with the exception of a giant's

skull, which passed into the hands of a medical man.
The skeleton to which this belonged was 7 ft. in height,

and was that of a warrior who had come to a violent end.

The skull had a piece cut clean out of the back, the neck

was driven into the shoulders, the thigh pierced with an

iron spear-head, and the legs doubled up as they had
stiffened. Further discoveries made in the present year

confirm the Anglo-Saxon origin of what must have been

a regular cemetery.

The upper road from Leatherhead to Bookham has tin's

year been opened for the laying of water-pipes from the

Leatherhead Waterworks, and early in May six skeletons

(marked on map) were discovered along the front of the

fence that borders the garden of Hawkshill. Their

position was noted by the Out-door Superintendent, Mr.

Joseph Cowan, and at the invitation of Mr. Arthur Bird,

a director of the Company, the site was visited by Mr. C.

H. Read and the writer, before the last grave was filled

in. This was situated on the southern side of the road

below the grassy footpath, the head at the south-west

end of the grave, and 19 ft. from the end of the Hawks-
hill fence. The skeleton was fairly perfect, measuring
5 ft. 8 in. as it lay on the chalk rock about 18 in. from
the road surface, and was that of a woman. The other

five graves were slightly shallower, and lay practically

in the same line parallel with the fence in the direction

of Leatherhead. They were probably all male burials,

and similarly placed, but at various intervals, the space

dividing that of the nearest from the female burial

being about 27 ft., and the rest being at intervals of

10 ft., 25.1

, ft., 2 ft. and 35 ft. The measurements are

only approximate in these cases, and may be accounted
for in either of two ways : (i) that the trench did not

happen to touch any graves in intervening rows, or

(ii) that the rows of graves were placed at unequal
distances. In any case, we may assume at least six
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rows running1 north-west and south-east, as remains were
found adjoining- the road on both sides.

Just as the iron pike found with the bones on the

slope of the hill suggests an Anglo-Saxon date (the

Romans not burying weapons with their dead), and the

knives serve to date those found in Hawkshill garden, so

an iron knife of the usual Saxon pattern came to light in

the third grave recently opened (fourth from the south).

The evidence is meagre but sufficient, as a large number
of such graves have been found elsewhere containing

nothing but the skeleton and the iron knife that was
carried by persons of either sex for use at meals and for

general purposes. It is indeed the most constant feature

of Anglo-Saxon interments in the area where cremation

was not practised, and specimens have also been found
in, or associated with, cinerary urns.

The most recent discoveries make it clear that the

rule in this cemetery was to point the head to the south-

west, though some in the garden may have been nearer

west than south-west ; and as far as the available evi-

dence goes, such burials may be assigned to a pagan
population, as the east-and-west position is frequently

found elsewhere, especially in Kent, where Christianity

was first re-established after the Teutonic invasions.

The precise dating of the cemetery, in the absence of

grave-furniture, is little more than guess-work, but we
cannot be far wrong in supposing the hill to have been
the burial-ground of a Saxon population, settled probably
at the foot of the hill in the valley of the Mole during
the 5th or 6th century of our era. Further discoveries

in the neighbourhood may some day throw light on their

place of origin, and the route by which they reached
this smiling tract of down and woodland.


