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IN Vol. XXXVII, p. 247, Dr. Eric Gardner, F.S.A., reported

the uncovering of the foundations of a massive stone

wall and an oven in the grounds of Abbey House, Chertsey.

During 1933 Mrs. Gardner, owner of Abbey House, invited

the Society to undertake a further exploration of this site,

and arrangements were made to start operations in the summer
of 1934 under Mr. C. D. Hawley, F.R.I.B. A., with the advice

of Mr. P. M. Johnston, F.S.A., F.R.I.B.A. The death of the

Rev. R. T. Gardner postponed the work till the end of October,

when Mr. Hawley was able to make a start. Unfortunately,

at the end of the first week he was taken seriously ill

and the task of supervision was undertaken by the Hon.
Secretary with the help of Messrs. J. R. Warburton
and J. H. Walters, who also prepared the accompanying
plan.

In all, two weeks' work were carried out, but the results

obtained were disappointing. In the soil removed fragments

of mediaeval pottery were of frequent occurrence and a num-
ber of small pieces of encaustic tile ; but except for the three

tiles mentioned below, no whole specimens were recovered.

Specially noticeable was the mass of broken roofing tiles

which were found throughout the excavations.

The annexed plan shows the work done. The site is adjacent

to a wall of mediaeval date which now forms the wall of the

garden. The kilns drawn in detail on the plan are those

found in 1928. Facing them are two large stones, appar-

ently in situ, which have been shown conjecturally in the
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plan as the remains of a flight of steps leading to an entrance

in the original wall now closed. The dotted portion at C
indicates a mass of chalk lumps in lime, of which the extent

could not be accurately ascertained as the edges were very

irregular and ended in a mixture of the chalk and lime with

the surrounding soil. The kilns themselves are built of thin

tiles, possibly roofing tiles, with squared stone at the open-

ing. The floors are of stone. They are about 2 feet high,

and the floor is about 4 feet from the present ground sur-

face. This was the approximate floor level of all the mediaeval

work as indicated by the wall foundations discovered later.

The paving of brick at E was on a considerably higher level.

After clearing the ground round the kilns, a trench about 4
feet deep was opened along the line A-B, starting from the

back of the kilns. The ground was somewhat restricted by
a walnut tree on one side and the garden sheds on the other.

As shown on the plan, the foundations of a wall about 2 feet

6 inches thick, built of squared chalk blocks with a core of

rubble, were met with, and the trench was carried beyond to

the point B, but nothing further was discovered except the

brick paving shown at F, which was only ~l\ feet below the sur-

face and of comparatively recent date. The trench from the

back of the kiln to the foundation was floored with rough

chalk blocks and at D these were covered with coarse red

tiles measuring n£ inches x 7 inches x i| inches. At G
there was very clear indication of a hearth or kiln associated

with a small quantity of melted lead.

The foundation of the wall was traced as far as the sheds

under which it clearly continued. In the other direction it

apparently continued under the carriage drive, but just at

the edge of the drive it was met by a cross wall of the same
thickness, and at 7 feet from the corner four tiles, three en-

caustic and one plain red, were found set in mortar on the

foundations. Their upper surface showed no sign of having

been built on, and their presence suggests the tread of a

doorway into the building. This wall was followed for about

another 7 feet and was then lost in the debris of a broken

kiln. Both walls were covered with a quantity of rubble

apparently left when the stone of the upper part had been

taken away. For most of the length the facing stones had
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been stripped to the very foundations, only a hard core of

rubble indicating the line of the wall.

At the point H on the plan another kiln was found, but

it had been much disturbed by the roots of the walnut tree,

which had throughout given considerable trouble. It is re-

grettable that this kiln was not in better condition as on

one side there was a mass of thin roofing tiles which had

only been very slightly fired, being little more than clay,

and had apparently been left by the tile-makers in the kiln.

This discovery would seem to indicate the use of the kilns

discovered in 1928.

The foundations disclosed were apparently of mediaeval

date and formed part of some large building. The presence

of mediaeval potsherds of buff ware with a rough green glaze

over the kiln at H would seem to indicate that the kilns

were of that date, though the very disturbed nature of the

ground renders caution necessary in drawing conclusions. It

is interesting to note that beneath the flooring of the 1928

kilns there is a pocket of clay, which may account for the

existence of the kilns on this site.

The three encaustic tiles found included two of a fleur-de-

lys pattern and one of a composite pattern of tendrils.




