
REVIEWS AND NOTICES.

The Bax Family.—An account of the Early Quaker Baxes of

Capel and Ockley in the County of Surrey, with particulars of

some of their descendants and notes relating to a number of allied

families by Bernard Thistlethwaite. With an Introduction by
Alfred Neave Brayshaw. London : Headley Brothers, 1936.
I2S. 6d.

This handsome volume, covering over 400 quarto pages, consists

of a detailed record of a family of Surrey yeomen, who, as Mr.

Thistlethwaite, the Compiler, points out could not claim to be of

any public importance, the fact that they supplied the first local

adherents to the Society of Friends being their sole claim to dis-

tinction. Their story is told, and their descendants to the present

day traced, in 25 chapters and 13 pedigrees. There are elaborate

biographical notices of the principal members of the family with

some account of their homes and times and their Quaker record.

Much of the matter it is of interest to note is taken from informa-

tion collected by the late Alfred Ridley Bax, F.S.A., who till his

death in igi8 was a prominent member of our Society and con-

tributed a number of valuable articles to the Collections.

The family first appeared in Sussex. In 1622 they had spread
to Surrey, at which date Richard Bax the ist held Kitlands in

Capel, under Anstiebury Camp, as a copyhold tenant of the Manor
of Dorking, and this remained one of their homes for 200 years.
He later moved to Pleystowe, also in Capel, and difed there in

1665 after embracing the Quaker faith. He successfully defended

a suit in Chancery instituted by the Lord of the Manor, and kept
an interesting account book from which extensive extracts are

given. The first Quakers arrived in the district in 1655 and were

received by Richard Bax the 2nd at his house, Pleystowe, which

became the home and local headquarters of the movement and
was visited by George Fox in 1668. Pleystowe still retains its

Friends' burial-ground, though the meeting-place was in 1724
transferred to premises in the village.

A chapter is rightly devoted to that valiant Friend, Ambrose

Rigge, whose life is of more than local interest. He entered the
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family circle by his marriage at Kitlands in 1690 to Anne Bax, the

widow of the 2nd Richard. Born at Brampton (not Banton as

stated in the text) in Westmorland, he became one of Fox's earliest

disciples and a member of the missionary band, subsequently
known in the Society as the

"
First Publishers of Truth," that was

sent forth in 1654 to convert the country to the new faith. He
made his way south and was quickly tested in the fire of persecution,
which he endured with dauntless courage. In 1662 he was thrown
into Horsham gaol for refusing to take the oath of allegiance when
tendered to him—that favourite trap for catching the early Quakers—and remained there 10 years. While in prison he married his

first wife, an event probably unique in Quaker annals, and was
allowed to consort with her. On his release he moved to Gatton
in Surrey, hoping in that secluded spot to find respite from his

troubles, but there he aroused the furious hostility of the Rector,
Robert Pepys, who caused him to be prosecuted for keeping a

school without the bishop's licence and for not attending church.

On one occasion this bellicose priest had to be forcibly restrained

by his own servant from making a murderous attack on Rigge

owing to his refusal to pay tithes. His later years were spent
more peacefully at Reigate, where, as appears from a Survey of

Reigate Manor, he occupied a house in Church Street.

In spite of persecution the family spread and flourished, and in

the course of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries owned
several large farmsteads in Capel, Ockley and adjoining parishes.

Edward Bax the ist purchased Ockley Court in 1694 and was for

a short time Lord of the Manor of Ockley. The parish of Capel,
in spite of its Wealden situation, is rich in fine old houses which

though much modernized in some cases and sadly decayed in others

still retain some of their ancient charm. Of these no less than

fourteen were for varying periods homes of the Baxes, pointing
to a considerable measure of steady prosperity

—a conclusion con-

firmed by their wills, of which numbers are printed at length in

this volume. In the closing half of the eighteenth century a change
set in owing to causes that are not fully explained ; properties that

had been in the family for generations were sold off, its leading
members gradually migrated to other parts, and turned from

agriculture to other pursuits. Their descendants, among whom
are counted several persons of note, have since achieved distinction

in a variety of different spheres, but the homes of their ancestors

know them no more. By 1867 the last of their properties had

passed to strangers, and those of their name who remained in

the locality belonged to the wage-earning class.
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There is an introductory account of the Bax properties, which
owes much to Mr. H. E. Maiden's notes, and the Manors to which

they belonged. In a praiseworthy attempt to simplify the tangled

story of the descent of Dorking Manor in the fifteenth century the

writer falls into some errors. He has apparently relied solely on

Manning & Bray and not consulted the Victoria County History,

though the tables in the earlier work set out correctly the pedigrees
of the various claimants. It was the grandson, and not as stated

at page xxvii the son, of Richard Fitzalan, Earl of Arundel (died

1376), who died without issue. The son was the unfortunate Earl

beheaded by Richard II in 1397 after being lured into the King's

power by a promise of safe treatment which was immediately
broken. Further, it is not correct that John Mowbray, 4th Duke
of Norfolk, who died 1476, left no issue. He left an infant daughter
Ann who married at six years of age Richard Duke of York (one
of the little princes in the Tower) and died in 1481, and it was at

the Prince's death in 1483 that the ownership was divided again
between the four daughters of Elizabeth Fitzalan, of whom two

only were by her first husband, Thomas Mowbray. Generally

speaking, however, the work reaches a high standard of care and

accuracy ;
the style and arrangement are admirably clear ;

and
there is a meticulous desire everywhere apparent to leave nothing

unexplained that might puzzle the most unlearned reader. The

Surrey homes are illustrated in a series of handsome collotype

plates and there are maps of the district in the form of end-papers.
Its thoroughness would have pleased the old-time Quaker, though
whether he would have approved the production on this lavish

scale of a work largely devoted to the mundane affairs of his brethren

is another matter.

In pursuit to the last of his aim to make everything abundantly
clear to the reader, the Compiler has added a series of end-notes

which include a very interesting account of the alteration of the

calendar in 1752. His note on copyhold tenure and customs of

inheritance is less satisfactory and contains some inaccuracies.

He speaks (p. 383) of the bailiff and steward of a manor as if they
were synonymous, whereas they held separate and distinct offices,

and the statement on the same page that
"

in practice the tenure

of the copyholder was often equivalent to that of the freeholder,

save for the copyhold dues
"

is misleading and misses the essential

difference between the two tenures. Freeholds were often liable

to heriots and to other dues similar to those imposed on copyholds.

Again, it is no longer true to say that
"
England is unique in main-

taining the custom of primogeniture
"

(p. 384). This and all other
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rules of inheritance were abolished in 1925 by the Administration
of Estates Act under which freeholds were made subject to the
same rules of succession on intestacy as personal property.

W. H.

Dunsfold's Church and Story.—This interesting Httle booklet

(price not stated) is intended for the benefit of visitors and has
been compiled from a variety of sources by Mr. A. J. A. Hollins.

It is illustrated by seven excellent photographs and printed in

good clear tj-pe.

That portion dealing with the architecture of the Church is

derived from articles written by Mr. \V. D. Caroe.

The cross-headings or sub-titles have to be read in conjunction
with the text, always a rather balking process, and the EngUsh of

the foreword might have been better expressed.

A History of the Old Villages of Cheam and Sutton. By
Charles J. Marshall, F.R.LB.A. (Retired.) Cryer's Library, Cheam,
1936.

These parishes were amalgamated in 1928 and in 1934 with part
of the old parish of Cuddington were incorporated as a borough.

Long before then Sutton, owing to the fact that it was on the old

Brighton road from London until the road through Croydon was
made in 1809, and later was served conveniently by the railroad,

had been losing its rural character and had kept little or nothing
of its ancient buildings. Cheam, being somewhat less accessible

to the Londoner, had been more fortunate and although improved
railway service and the creation of new by-pass roads have led to

much building development in recent years, it still preserves in its

older houses much of historical and architectural interest as Mr.

Marshall shows in this useful little history.
It is indeed with Cheam that Mr. Marshall deals more fully,

80 out of his 104 pages being devoted to his account of it. He
has gone to the recognized printed authorities for his information

and to such original records as the ancient deeds at the Public

Record Office, besides relying on his own expert knowledge as an

architect, and his book is packed full of historical facts. If we
have a complaint to make it is that his facts might in places have

been better digested, for his history is occasionally confusing.
Events in the general accounts of the two parishes are not always
related in strict chronological order. Nevertheless, the facts are

there for those who care to pick them out. Both churches were

entirely rebuilt in 1864, not the most happy period for church

S.A.C.—VOL. XLV M
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building, though Cheam still retains the Lumley Chapel and its

important monuments, all which are very fully and adequately
described by the author, with much information regarding the

Lumley and other families connected with the parish. With the

aid of the plans and such old drawings as he has found of the

earlier church and here reproduced he has been able to give some
account of it. There are annotated lists of the rectors of both

churches and the Edwardian inventories of their goods are here

printed.
The description of the old houses of Cheam with the story of

their former occupants and owners is full of interest, and the

excellent illustrations show how much of beauty is now lost. It

is a matter of deep regret that Cheam School, which recent corre-

spondence in The Times has shown some reason for believing to

be the oldest private school now existing in the kingdom, should

have been removed out of the county within the last few years
and its old building with its fine staircase now demolished. It is

pleasant to record that Mr. Marshall has himself been instrumental

in helping to secure for Cheam the preservation of some of its

ancient features, namely in representing the Society for the

Preservation of Ancient Buildings over the removal to a more
convenient site of the fine old half-timbered cottage, of which

illustrations both before and after the removal are given, and in

acting as one of the joint architects in the erection of the Barn

Church from some of the old houses and barns that were up for

demolition in the parish. The author was also mainly responsible
for the excavation of the important medieval kiln which was dis-

covered in 1923 and for obtaining the preservation of its remains

with the best portions of the pottery it contained in the Victoria

and Albert Museum.

Altogether Mr. Marshall has deserved well of his own parish in

particular and of Surrey antiquaries in general in recovering much
of what is old and valuable of its past history and in putting it

on record in this thoroughly interesting little book before its

memory has been quite lost in this fast-changing age.

M. S. G.

A Historical Guide to the Church of the Holy Trinity and
the Parish of Wallington, Surrey. By H. V. Molesworth

Roberts. The British Publishing Company Limited, Gloucester

(1937)-

Wallington as a separate ecclesiastical parish dates only from

1867 when the present church was built. Before that date it was
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a hamlet or chapelry of Beddington. Its manor, however, was
ancient and is recorded in the Domesday survey, when it was in

the possession of the Crown. There was also a second manor
known in the fourteenth century as Burgh Place or Burghys, but

it disappears in the sixteenth century and the site of its manor
house is unknown. A curious crypt found under a modern house

in 1865 was described by our late member, Mr. P. M. Johnston,
in Vol. XL of these Collections and ascribed by him to the early
fifteenth century, but he was unable to account for its original

purpose. It has since been destroyed. All these and many other

antiquities which once existed in Wallington are succinctly des-

cribed in this useful little handbook, the text of which with the

illustrations runs to some 18 pages of small type. The illustra-

tions in addition to some old drawings and modern photographs,
include two good sketch maps on which the sites of the various

antiquities are marked. Amongst these it should be added were

some ancient earthworks, a Saxon burial ground and the medieval

chapel.
M. S. G.


