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Survey of London. Vol. XXIII. South Bank and Vauxhall (Parish
OF St. Mary, Lambeth. Part 1). London County Council. 30s.

This volume, the twenty-third of the Survey of London which is being
issued by the Joint Publishing Committee representing the London County
Council and the London Survey Committee under the general editorship of

Sir Howard Roberts (for the Council) and Walter H. Godfrey (for the Survey-

Committee), is of such major importance that a review, however full, must fail

to give more than a faint indication of its interest and value.

Printed with meticulous care at the Pitman Press, Bath, and enriched with

no fewer than 127 plates and 53 illustrations in the text, many of great interest

and a certain number rarely acquired by collectors of London prints, this

volume fully maintains the high standard of the preceding volumes of the

Survey. Certainly the plates are of fine quality, and admirably illustrate the

vast changes that have taken place between London of the past centuries and
London as we know it today. The coloured frontispiece, beautifully repro-

duced, of Capon's View of London from a Gentleman's seat in Lambeth Marsh,
1804, shows more clearly than any written description the stupendous nature

of the growth of London in under 150 years.
Sir Howard Roberts reminds us in the preface that the "South Bank" is

somewhat of a misnomer, because the Thames between Vauxhall Bridge and
Waterloo Bridge runs south to north, not west to east as is commonly supposed,
therefore most of the riverside area of Lambeth is on the east side of the river,

but the term "South Bank" is in such general use that it is perforce retained,

although as Sir Howard points out it complicates the topographical descrip-
tions of certain places.
The volume contains a good deal of information of the early history of the

various buildings and streets with which archaeologists are already familiar,

but it is admirably condensed within the requisite limits. The introduction is

prefaced by an Index Map which is of the utmost value when studying the

Survey, as figures indicating the chapter numbers have been superimposed,
and parish boundaries and buildings of which a detailed description is given
are shown in red. Perhaps for ease of reference the map should have been

produced on a slightly larger scale.

Chapter 1
, giving an outline of the manor of Kennington, forms an excellent

introduction, and it includes three interesting plans dated respectively 1636,
1785 and 1815. The plan of 1785 (Plate 2) reproduced from Middleton's

Survey is of particular value, as it shows clearly the division of the manor of

Kennington into two main sections with the manor of Lambeth lying between.
The plan of Princes Meadow, 1815, is a good reproduction from Manning and

Bray. In a brief review it is possible to mention only certain outstanding
features; but to obtain a comprehensive picture of the whole area the chapters
should be studied in orderly sequence with constant reference to the Index Map.
The history of our London bridges makes a wide appeal, and the brevity of

Chapter 3 on Waterloo Bridge is perhaps disappointing, but this is amply
compensated by the informative chapter on Westminster Bridge with its fine

reproduction of an engraving of the bridge by J. W. Edy, dated 1791, and a
characteristic photograph dated 1900, showing horse-drawn vehicles only
(Plates 48 and 49). There is little of note recorded of Hungerford and Charing
Cross Bridges, but the chapter on Lambeth Bridge and its predecessor the

Horseferry is of exceptional interest.

We are reminded that the immediate approach to Waterloo Bridge had for

many years formed part of the famous pleasure ground known as Cuper's
(or Cupid's) Garden, opened in 1634 and extended in 1686, which Platton in
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1708 described as "the pleasant Gardens and Walks with Bowling Greens . . .

whither many of the Westerly part of the Town resort for Diversion in the

summer season." In recent years there has been a growing interest in the

history of London's old places of entertainment and pleasure gardens, and
those who are engaged in this line of research will note the descriptions and

history of the Royal Victoria Hall (now known as the "Old Vic"), the Feathers

Tavern, Royal Coburg Theatre, Astley's Royal Ampitheatre and Vauxhall
Gardens.

Chapter 15 gives an informative account of Coade's Artificial Stone W^orks,
the history of which is not generally known. The industry has long ceased to

function and even the buildings have disappeared, but three charming repro-
ductions dated respectively 1800, 1801 and 1827 perpetuate its memory.
Undoubtedly the finest chapters are those on Lambeth Palace and the

Church of St. Mary, Lambeth, and the selection of illustrations is beyond
praise. Collectors are aware of the wide choice that exists of old prints of both
the Palace and St. Mary's Church, and it is with pleasure that we find beautiful

reproductions of Hollar's well-known Lambeth House, 1647 and Kip's View of
Lambeth Palace in 1697, showing the Horse Ferry with its typical panoramic
background (Plates 63 and 64). A lesser known pen-and-ink drawing of

Lambeth Palace and Church, dated 1849, by J. Whittock, the original in the

British Museum, is a charming example, beautifully reproduced and one of the

happiest in the volume.
The history of York Road is of much interest. The land remained unde-

veloped, divided by open ditches into fields. Float Mead, the Twenty-one
Acres and the Seven Acres, until the road was cut in 1824. Practically the

whole frontage had been let on building leases by 1830. Several good plates .

illustrate this chapter, notably Plate 26—Turnpike in York Road, 1828, from
a sepia drawing by J. Buckler. This turnpike, which stood approximately

opposite the present entrance to the Tube Station, was taken down about 1848.

Illustrations of some fine door-knockers in York Road, Belvedere Road and
Waterloo Road are given in Plate 36.

Perhaps one of the most valuable chapters is on Kennington Road. The
main features of each house are carefully recorded, and many line drawings

showing details of doors, fireplaces and stairs characteristic of the Georgian

period are of the utmost interest. There is a lovely example of folding doors

on the ground floor of No. 125 which would repay a visit.

Lovers of the work of that great master of aquatint, Paul Sandby, will be

disappointed with the inadequate reproduction of his Mill in Lambeth, circa

1780 in the possession of the Guildhall Library, particularly as it is the only

example of Sandby's work that is included, and perhaps more importance
could have been assigned to the heraldic illustrations in the text

;
but these are

minor criticisms.

The exigency of space forbids a fuller review of this important volume, but

sufficient indication of its value has perhaps been given to interest archaeolo-

gists to make their owti assessment, and as they do so they may be moved to

echo Daniel Defoe, w^ho in his Tour through London about the year 1725

exclaimed: "WTiither will this monstrous City then extend ? and where must
a Circumvallation or Communication Line of it be Placed ?"

D. G.

The Free Men of Charlwood. By Ruth Sewill and EUsabeth Lane. Rose
Garland Press.

The authors of this history of Charlwood wuth its felicitous title disarm

criticism by claiming to be amateurs in the field of local history, but they have

compiled a workmanlike and interesting volume which has clearly entailed

much patient research. In addition, there is a certain quahty of colour in their

writing which helps to make the history come to life.

The book is written primarily for the members of the Charlwood Women's
Institute, but it will prove of interest to a far wader circle of readers who
realize increasingly that the preservation of England's village histories is of
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vital concern. With the pitiful transformation of our villages into suburban
towns housing a continually changing population, local history is becoming
rapidly forgotten or at best is inaccurately recorded unless preserved in more
or less permanent form by a volume such as this.

The book is well produced, printed in good type with informative marginal
sub-titles which aid quick reference to the subject-matter, and three excellent

large-scale plans are enclosed in a pocket in the back cover. These plans are of

much interest, and give a valuable picture of the village at three succeeding

stages of its development. The first is an early plan, undated, showing little

more than the church, a few fields and the river Mole. The second is an

18th-century plan giving much interesting detail, while the third brings us to

present-day development. It is a disadvantage that the two earlier plans are

printed on such fragile paper, as both are of sufficient importance to deserve

less perishable form.

The authors have made full use of the church records, and as a mute

acknowledgment a rather charming little line drawing of the old church chest

graces the end of their prologue.
Little seems to be known of the history of Charhvood before the days of the

Saxon ceorls, the freemen from whom Charlwood derives its name; but the

opening chapter on the early Saxon times forms an adequate prelude to a
well-balanced record of the village and its inhabitants through succeeding
centuries, from Norman to Medieval, from the Reformation to the Civil Wars
and the Restoration, to the Georgian and Victorian days. In particular, the

Georgian chapter is very happily written and includes several contemporary
documents which help to illustrate the period.
One of the most interesting chapters deals with the Iron Industry (1396-

1700) which brought so much prosperity to Charlwood. The authors ac-

knowledge their indebtedness to Ernest Staker, whose Wealden Iron is the

source of most of the material on which this chapter is based.

Biographies of the principal landowners are given in some detail, notably
those of Sir Thomas Saunders, who inherited Charlwood Place in 1553, and of

the Jordan family, whose association with Charlwood ranged from 1304 to

1949.

There are numerous illustrations of varying quality, unquestionably the

most outstanding being those by Philip Johnston which are reproduced from
the Collections. It is to be regretted that a water-colour, dated 1823, by
John Hassell has been reproduced on p. 49 as a line drawing. Hassell's work
is prized by collectors, but no indication of its delicate quality can be gathered
by the attempt to translate it into a medium for which it was never intended.

Hassell is remembered not for his architectural excellence but for his mastery
of aquatint.
But the chief defect of an otherwise well-planned volume is the inadequacy

of the references. The authors state that the figures in the text refer to the

sources of information given in Appendix G, but on turning to this Appendix
we find that in no single instance is a detailed reference given. With this

exception, the Appendices are informative, particularly Appendix E on Places

and Place-Names, which is of sufficient interest to have formed the basis of a
main chapter.

D. G.

A History of Merton and Morden. By Evelyn M. Jowett, M.A.(Oxon.),
F.L.A. With chapters by Lionel Green, David Pocock, Alfred Slinger
and Elgin S. Wells. Published by Merton and Morden Festival of Britain

Local Committee.

Until this volume was issued by the Merton and Morden Festival of Britain

Local Committee no History of Merton and Morden had been published in

book form. Miss E. M. Jowett, who states that she completed the work in the

short space of three months, has done useful service in collating the considerable

material which is to be found in works of Surrey interest. The first half of the
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book is clearly and compactly written and will be of some value to archaeolo-

gists, but unfortunately far too much space has been given to descriptions of

Merton and Morden in the 19th and 20th centuries, and much information is

included v/hich is of ephemeral interest only. The last six chapters could

have been telescoped into two with advantage, and thus a better proportion
of the volume would have been preserved. Miss Jowett has been assisted by
collaboration with four other writers who are responsible for seven of the

twenty chapters, but this division of labour has resulted in a certain lack of

uniformity in the style of writing.
There are 58 illustrations, mainly in half-tone, of which over 30 are repro-

duced by permission of the John Evelyn Society of Wimbledon. Many of

these are charming and add interest to the volume. The portrait of Walter de

Merton, Bishop of Rochester, Founder of Merton College, reproduced by
permission of the Bodleian Library, is the most outstanding of the plates.

D. G.

List of Antiquities in the Administrative County of Surrey (4th

Edition). Surrey County Council. 1951. 15s.

The County Council, and more especially its Records and Ancient Monu-
ments Committee, which was responsible, are to be congratulated upon the

production of this most useful and attractive volume. It is so very much more
than the mere "List" which its rather forbidding title suggests; its format and
printing are good, and it is so] well illustrated with plates (61 in all) showing
a fine selection of old houses and buildings, both large and small, that for

these alone, as an illustrated guide to the county, it would be well worth
its price.

After a brief summary, four pages only, of the Ancient Monuments and
Town and Country Planning Acts relating to antiquities and old buildings, and
notes for the guidance of owners thereof, a very useful introduction gives a

general picture of the antiquities surviving in Surrey period by period. For

general reference by readers wanting a brief authoritative statement of what
exists for any particular period this section will have much value. The main

periods are: 1. Prehistoric, Roman and Anglo-Saxon. 2. Post-Conquest
(a.d. 1066-1485). 3. Tudor (1485-1603). 4. Post-Tudor (1603-1800). Since
the later periods are concerned mainly with buildings, the brief statements of

the characteristics of the chief styles of architecture here included will be
useful to many readers. It is perhaps a pity that all place names in this section

are given in large block capitals, no doubt to call attention to the sites and

places mentioned, for this makes the text look restless and in some places

lumpy, which is somewhat distracting.
We come then to the List itself, arranged in five groups of Local Government

districts. North-western, Riverside, North and North-eastern, South-western,
and South-eastern. It has been compiled by the Committee from the basis of

the earlier lists, first prepared in 1912, and kept up to date with more recent

discoveries both of field works and buildings of special architectural or historic

interest. In the case of buildings the approximate dating of each is given.
The List for each of the five groups or Areas is preceded by a short summary of

the more important features concerned. Each site has a reference number,
and these run serially throughout the book to No. 4794, which may prove in

the long run to be an inconvenience when additions need to be made in

future editions. Separate sequences for each Area or parish could have been
used just as easily, with some initial letter or number. The order in which the

entries appear in some of the minor subdivisions of the List could certainly
have been improved; for instance, in Lingfield, p. 163, we have a list of the old

buildings clustered round the church, Nos. 4168-4183, yet right in the middle
of them. No. 4173, comes Dry Hill Camp some two miles away, for no better

reason than that someone tried to list this subdivision alphabetically and D
came just there ! Normally, no attempt at such an arrangement seems to
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have been made, though it appears sometimes in a half-hearted fashion, and

clearly it would have been better avoided in lists of this sort.

One very humble category in the List seems to deserve more attention—-

very few milestones are included, but why not all if some qualify, for all must
be related to the coaching era ? It is suggested that two on the Godstone-
East Grinstead road, Nos. 26 and 28, should anyway be added to the List, for

they are two Surrey specimens of the celebrated Bow Bells series of iron posts

along the Eastbourne and Uckfield-Lewes roads. But the inclusion of other

survivors, a fast diminishing number, deserves consideration.

One entry needs a qualification
—No. 2813 is not a Roman road but a pre-

Roman trackway called locally "the Roman road," on Holmbury Hill. It will

surprise many, no doubt, to find Mitcham Railway Station, No. 1476, included

as an 18th-century building, re-used, it seems, for its modern purpose.

Lastly, there is an excellent general index of 21 pages, but it is preceded by
a classified index of 1 ^ pages which can only be termed rudimentary, no page
references given, only a series of parish names under Abbeys, Barns, Manor-

houses, etc., whilst anything Roman is included in "Barrows, Earthworks,
etc." ! But these are details for the next edition, and we must be most grateful
in these days for such a useful and attractive volume.

I. D. M.

Surrey Quarter Sessions Records, Vol. IX. Order Book and Sessions

Rolls, 1666-1668. Compiled and edited by Miss D. L. Powell, B.A.

Published, 1951, by the Surrey County Council, County Hall, Kingston-

upon-Thames. 2 guineas.

This volume, like the previous ones, will be very welcome to all Surrey
historians, whether engaged on the history of their local parish or on some
wider theme concerning the county. It makes available information which,
since it is impossible for most of us to consult the originals, would not other-

wise be obtained. [On this matter I write from personal experience, as I have
been able to obtain from it a considerable amount of material relating to the

Parish of Ashtead and its inhabitants.]

Though the petty misdemeanours of the times and the names of the persons
who committed them may, to many, not appear to be of much consequence,

many of the entries have a special interest of their own. For example, the

following concerning Ashtead on p. 178: "From time immemorial there has
been a gate and paling, 2 perches in length, in Ashted next the highway leading
from Ashted Woodfeild to Letherhead, which was always repaired by the

occupiers of near-by lands. Elkana(h) Downes, doctor of Theology, and
William Otway, yeoman, as occupiers of those lands, have, since 1 Sept.

(1667) allowed the gate and paling to be out of repair." This entry helps to

identify the actual land held by the Rector of Ashtead (Elkanah Downs)
whom Samuel Pepys, after hearing one of his sermons, refers to as "... a
dull Doctor, one Downe, worse than I think even parson King was, of whom we
made so much scorn, ..." [Parson King was the nonconformist preacher of

Commonwealth days when Pepys, as a boy, used to stay at Ashtead with his

cousin Mr. John Pepys.]
Of wider interest is the following entry for October 11, 1666 (p. 19):

"Whereas by reason of the sad and dreadfull fire lately happeninge within

the Citty of London there is some jealousie and feare of the like Calamity
amongst the Inhabitants of the Burrough of Southwarke ..." the Inhabitants
of the parish of St. Olaves therein pray an Order for the addition of able

householders to be joined to the usual "standing watch" within the parish.
For the excellence of the way in which the mass of information in the

Order Book and Sessions Rolls for these years has been set out. Miss Powell is

much to be congratulated. Though the cost may appear to be somewhat
high, the thickness of this volume (it has over 360 pages) and the present

high cost of printing are sufficient to account for this otherwise regrettable fact.

A. W. G. L.
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Beginning in Archeology. By Kathleen M. Kenyon. Phoenix House.

12s. 6d.

Everything that is necessary for those who contemplate taking up archaeo-

logy, whether as a profession or a hobby, and of which they will need to have

considerable knowledge before they are qualified to take charge of any field-

work or to become Museum Curators or Lecturers on Archaeology, is touched on

in some detail in this most useful little book. It is true that, in recent years
there have appeared several other such works designed to assist the beginner
and each of them, like the one under review, is from the pen of an expert of

the highest reputation {e.g.. Field Archcsology, by R. J. C. Kfkinson; ArchcBology

and Society, by Grahame Clark; Prehistoric Britain, by J. and C. Hawkes; and

British Prehistory, by Prof. Stuart Piggott). Each has, however, a different

contribution to make and presents the subject in a way that differs according
to the varying experience of the writer. Miss Kenyon's book, in the light of

her considerable experience in the field of education and as secretary for many
years of the London University Institute of Archaeology, lays emphasis on the

various schools and courses of archaeology, the degrees that can be obtained

and the books that should be studied, as well as on the appointments which

are open to all quaUfied archzeologists. It is, therefore, the Appendices I-V,

and which cover all this matter, which are the most original and helpful part

of this book. The remainder, dealing with field-work in all its aspects
—

"Excavating," "Recording," "Deahng with Finds" and "Field Surveys and

Air Photography"
—forms a most useful and handy textbook for use by those

attending the essential practical instruction of a university course, either in

the lecture-room or work-room or at one of the many summer schools of

excavation and field-work which now take place throughout the country.

The price, for present days, is moderate, and this book should be very useful

to the beginner for whom it is intended.
A. W. G. L.


