
EXTRACTS FROM THE BULLETINS
OF 1967 (Nos. 25-36)

January

Wimbledon: Water Mill on Beverley Brook (TQ 215707).

Ordnance Survey Maps of a scale larger than 1 inch to the mile show a bend
in the Beverley Brook in the parish of Wimbledoti, south-west of Warren
Farm, carrying the name 'Mill Corner.' Large scale maps also show banks in

the wood adjoining Mill Corner, which is called 'Fishpond Wood."
A visit to the site confirmed the existence of a 500-yard long bank running

north-south in the wood, immediately east of Mill Corner. The bank turns

east at its northern end (where it is most substantial) and at its southern end
stops at a small stream which drains into the Beverley. There is an east-west

dividing bank which creates, in effect, two enclosures, the slope of Wimbledon
Common to the east forming the other side.

These enclosures are no doubt man-made ponds—in fact the Fishponds
referred to in the naming of the wood. A number of questions remain to be
answered and it is hoped that someone may like to take on the field work and
research involved :

—

1. Were the fishponds created from a disused millpond, or did fishing and
milling operate together?

2. Where was the mill building?

3. When were mill and fishponds constructed?

(Corris's Plan of Putney Parish of 1787 marks Mill Corner, but does not show
a building, so it was probably already demolished by then.)

(M. Farley.)

'Operation Gaspipe' again.

The five-month watch on the S.E.G.B. new Outer London main by the West
Kent Border Archaeological Group during 1965 was richly rewarded by the
discovery of previously unrecorded archaeological sites, so plans were
immediately made when it became known that another main was to pass
across west Kent in 1966 for a length of more than 50 miles.

The W.K.B.A.G. agreed to watch the western section. The first ten miles of

the pipe-line running eastwards from the Surrey border have now been
completed and a series of new sites was discovered in the least likely places.

In some places it was possible to cut-back the sides of the trench to allow
controlled excavation and section drawing.
The following discoveries were made on the Surrey side of the county

boundary.

1. Botley Hill. Neolithic-Bronze Age. (TQ 393562). Light scatter of flint

flakes and one scraper.

2. Tatsfield Wireless Station. Iron Age? (TQ 406561.) Small ditch, gullies

and small pits containing coarse, black potsherds, probably of Iron Age
date.

3. Tatsfield Firs. Romano-British, First Century. (TQ 408561.) Three
cremation burials, all damaged. Three coarse ware cinerary urns containing
cremated bones, also two small flagons. In one group the flagon had been
sliced exactly down the centre by the machine, leaving a half in the side

of the trench, but smashing the cinerary urn into more than 100 pieces.

This small cemetery is close to the Roman road from London to Lewes.
4. Clarkslane Shaw. (TQ 409562.)

{a) Roman Road. The known position of the London-Lewes road, the
agger of which is clearly visible. Metalling at least five inches thick,

consisting of small pebbles, probably from the Woolwich Beds, was exposed.
No trace of side ditches were seen.
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(b) Iron Age? The Roman road completely sealed a small ditch which
contained sherds of coarse, black pottery, possibly of Iron Age date. The
ditch was possibly a boundary ditch relating to a farmstead site.

(K.A.R.G.C. Newsletter.)

February

Kenley: Watendone Manor (TQ 321594).

Excavations were carried out during the summer by the Bourne Society to
locate the site of the deserted medieval village of Watendone.

Traces of buildings were found with pottery from the Thirteenth to the
Seventeenth Centuries. The foundations of a flint structure 60 ft. by 48 ft. were
found. These may have been the remains of the church mentioned in

Domesday.
Outside the north-west corner of this structure there were signs of occupa-

tion : charcoal and loose flints, a hearth, pieces of painted glass, and pottery of

the Thirteenth Century. To the north of the structure fourteen burials were
found. The burial ground probably covered about one acre but this has not
yet been fully excavated.

(Mrs. M. Saaler.)

Worplesdon: Farley Heath-Bagshot Roman Road (SU 983550),

Several surface indications, with other supporting evidence, have been
recorded at various places between St. Martha's Hill and Bagshot which
suggest the continuation north-westwards of the Rowhook to Farley Heath
Roman Road. The alignments appear to be directed towards the bend in the
Staines to Silchester Road (the Devil's Highway) at Dukes Hill, Bagshot.
An excavation has been carried out across a broad agger at Worplesdon to

determine the existence of the road. A cambered section, composed of layers
of gravel, pebbles and sand metalling 24 ft. wide and up to 3 ft. thick, with
side ditches, was recorded. Mr. I. D. Margary and representatives of the
Ordnance Survey (Archaeological Branch) have visited the excavation.

Investigations are proceeding on this road and its possible continuation
beyond Bagshot.

(L. E. Harris.)

March

Limpsfield: R-B pottery and coin (TQ 431515).

During last summer some R-B pottery and Samian sherds, with a bronze
coin of Marcus Aurelius, were found in the topsoil of a small mound on the
slopes of Scearn Bank. The site is above the rough roadway below which
quantities of medieval pottery lie about on the ground surface. The finds are

probably all Second Century and are now in the Guildford Museum.
It appears that the same mound had earlier been noticed by members

of the Ordnance Survey Archaeological Division, who obtained sherds and
two coins from it. A hoard of Roman coins, found on Scearn Bank in the
early Nineteenth Century, is mentioned in Surrey A.C., IV, 218, but no details

are known.
(F. W. Holling.)

Thames Ditton: Bronze foundry and melting house (TQ 160673).

Thames Ditton contains the most famous bronze foundry in the world.
Almost every bronze statue in the United Kingdom, and many in the Common-
wealth and other parts of the world, cast before the Second World War, were
cast at Ditton. The foundry still functions, almost unaltered, but today only
produces bronze bearings and the like.

The earliest record traced of the foundry is in 1876, when it was owned by
Cox and Co. who cast the famous Robert Burns statue for Glasgow in 1877.

By 1880 the ownership had passed to Drew and Co. and in about 1890 James
Moore took over. By 1900 the firm became Hollinghead and Burton but in

1902 Hollinghead died and the firm became A. B. Burton. In October 1941
London Metal Warehouses Ltd. bought the foundry'.
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In the early part of the Eighteenth Century there was a building mentioned
in the Poor Rate Books, etc., as the 'Melting House' or 'Smelting House."
It appears as owned by Mr. Hitchcock and Co. in 1728, 1729, 1730, 1732 and
1738. In 1758 it was owned by Thos. Oxly and, in 1765 to 1774, by Bunyan
and Sanders. In 1775 the name becomes Sanders, but in June 1775 the records
show Sir James Creed and Co. for the Smelting House. In 1779 it was owned
by John Crouch, who also had a large coal wharf next to the Swan Inn. Further
entries appears in 1783 and 1784 and in 1817, and 1818 rates were paid by
Saml. Dodson for the Melting House. In 1829 there is an entry Jno. Mott for

the 'Late Melting House.'
Judging by its position in the various lists, the melting house must have

been very near the site of the foundry and it seems probable that the melting
house and the foundry were one and the same place. The evidence suggests
that here is a foundry established on the same site for about 240 years and
still operating.

(T. S. Mercer.)

Wimbledon: Mill on Beverley Brook (TQ 215707).

Bulletin No. 25 (January 1967) contained a note on a possible mill site at
Wimbledon. The following extract from Edward Walford's Greater London
(II, 479) may be relevant: 'It has been ascertained that there was a fulling

mill on the Beverley Brook, in Coombe Valley, just below Caesar's Camp . . .

on Wimbledon Common; and there is not the slightest doubt that this mill

belonged to Walter Cromwell, that is, that he made and started the mill when
the lease of his father's fulling mill on the River Wandle expired, about 1473
or 1474. The course of the race which led out of the Brook can still be easily
traced. Of the mill, however, no vestige remains. It is referred to, however,
in a survey of the manor made in 1617.'

(Miss G. Hawtin.)

April

Aldershot: Medieval pottery (SU 878501).

The garden of Mr. C. G. Thomas in Newport Road, Aldershot, just over the
Surrey border, has produced medieval pottery from a depth of at least two
feet below the surface in quantities which suggest that it may have been
thrown out from a kiln site in the vicinity, although there is no actual evidence
for this. The ware is all biscuit coloured and is mainly sherds (some very
large) from cooking pots with thumb-impressed strip decoration with some
pieces of glazed jugs with vertical grooving. Some of the finds are in
Guildford Museum. Rims of the cooking pots date them to the Fourteenth
Century.

(F. W. HoUing.)

Clapham: Stane Street (TQ 294747).

Excavations are being undertaken by the Henry Thornton School
Archseological Society to check the line of the Roman road whose supposed
course runs through the School's grounds. A stretch of gravel has appeared
in the natural clay, associated with which are five sherds of the same R-B pot.

As yet this feature cannot be definitely regarded as the road—there are traces
of a R-B settlement 400 yards to the north.

(N. M. Farrant.)

Felbridge: Evelyn Chapel (TQ 372398).

The great grandson of George Evelyn settled some seventy acres with a
newly built house on his younger son William. This was the house depicted
on a map of 1748 on the site of Felbridge Place, but was then apparently called
Heath Hatch.

In 1719 William sold to his brother Edward. Edward died in 1751 and his

son James built the present house just north of the Whittington Almshouses.
A chapel was built and endowed in 1787 on the opposite side of the road to the
present church, a short way to the north. George Gatty bought the estate in
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1855 and his son, inheriting in 1864, built the present Felbridge Church the
following year and organised the formation of the new parish. This was made
by Order in Council in 1866 as the 'Consolidated Chapelry of Felbridge' out of

parts of Blindley Heath and East Grinstead. The order authorised the
demolition of the old chapel.

In Mr. Margary's younger days there was a tradition that the site of the
chapel was nearly opposite the church. The Godstone Tithe Map (c. 1840)

shows a detached building away from those of Felbridge Place, placed east-

west on the road frontage line, nearly opposite but a little north of the site

of the church (not then built). During the construction of the Whittington
Almshouses in 1966 clearance workers came across foundations at this point
but this discovery was not reported in time for them to be examined by an
archaeologist.

The Rev. J. Lewis, Chaplain at the Whittington Almshouses, hopes that a
slate plaque recording the site of the old Evelyn Chapel will be erected in a
position where it can be read from the A23.

(U. Lambert and I. D. Margary.)

Putney: R-B site (TQ 239767).

Excavations by the Wandsworth Historical Society are taking place in the
gardens of Nos. 6^12 The Piatt. A R-B ditch, with at least two recuts, has been
found running parallel to the river which is about 300 ft. away. The top filling

contains roofing tile and pottery of the Fourth Century. A coin of Valens
(c. A.D. 370) was found on top of the fill and indicates a longer span of

occupation than hitherto thought. Two pieces of box-tile have also been
discovered, strengthening the supposition of there having been a villa nearby.

(N. M. Farrant.)

May
'Operation Gasmain' once more.

In Bulletin No. 15 (March 1966) the first phase of the watch carried out
on the 24-inch gas main laid from Greenwich to Esher was reported. The
second phase, from Hooley to Esher, took place later in 1966 and the results

are now to hand. Watching was undertaken by several individuals but only
one site of major interest was noted. The reasons for this are probably
geological as the gas main was laid mainly through regions of inhospitable

Clay-with-Flints and London Clay. Five sites of note were recorded.

1. Chipstead. R-B. (TQ 28365693.) A bell-shaped pit in the chalk was
partiall}^ sectioned by the trench. The pit was deeper than the trench,

which was 7 ft. 6 ins. deep at this point. Sherds of at least nine vessels

from the R-B period were recovered. The site is close to the R-B
occupation site excavated by Dr. Hope-Taylor in 1947.

2. Chipstead. Nineteenth Century. (TQ 27305732.) A rubbish pit sectioned

by the gas main trench. Possibly contemporary with the construction
of the railway (c. 1895), as there is no house near by.

3. Banstead. Neolithic? (TQ 263575.) Six struck flakes, four with secondarj'

working, from the spoil heap of the trench.

4. Woodcote Park. R-B. (TQ 207592.) Within 15 ft. of a plaque giving

the position of Stane Street from Winbolt's excavation there was no sign

of road metal or of side ditches in the trench section which was entirely

Thanet Sand. Possible that the road was removed when the golf bunker,
along the side of which the trench ran, was made.

5. Epsom Common. Nineteenth Century. (TQ 187600.) From this point,

south-east to the Rye River, were fragments of large flower pots and tiles,

some overburnt, in the top 12 inches of soil. The 1867 O.S. map shows
a brickfield in this area.

(D. J. Turner.)
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Mersthatn : The Croydon, Merstham and Godstone Iron Railway (TQ
299539).

In January this year Mr. M. W. Harrison, owner of Quarry Dean Farm,
Merstham, discovered some rails of the Croydon, Merstham and Godstone Iron

Railway still in situ. The site is beside the farm access road from Rockshaw
Road. Excavation revealed, at a depth of between two and three feet, two
yards of track still as laid some 140 years ago. At either end further rails are

visible, but a well-established tree prevents further digging on one side, while

the other end of the track appears to continue under the 'Pilgrims' Way' and
then along under the road.

All the rails are similar to those on exhibition in the Museum at Guildford.

Mr. Charles E. Lee, author of Early Railways in Surrey, has examined and
measured them. This is the first time any track has been found in situ, and
Mr. Lee is now able to definitely state the gauge is 4 ft. 6 ins., measured
between the centres of the locating pins of the plates.

Mr. Harrison thinks the road level was raised in 1839, when the London and
Brighton Railway was being made. The company was allowed to divert the
'Pilgrims' Way' to save the cost of a bridge.

On the other side of the tree a double line of sleepers without rails continues.

These are in line with the rails, except for the last pair, which are set at a
slight angle to the others. This indicates the commencement of a curve which
appears to be going towards a cutting leading down to some old stone workings.

(W. G. Tharby.)

June

Blackfriars: Roman amphorae (TQ 31677969).

Three Roman amphorae have been discovered by workmen on a building
site in Blackfriars Road. The information given by the site agent is that the
amphorae were lying on gravel about nine feet down, below a black earth
layer. There was other pottery with them but this was thrown back by the
workmen. The amphorae are now with the G.L.C. These finds are significant

in that they go with other finds of R-B pottery and building materials in the
St. George's Fields area in the Nineteenth Century, especially opposite
Bethlehem Hospital. Until now these have been dismissed as rubbish tipping
from the City of London after the Great Fire, but the amphorae seem to be
well stratified, so they are presumably in situ. This suggests that there were
R-B buildings on St. George's Fields, though they can hardly be part of the
Roman suburb of Southwark.

(G. J. Dawson.)

Gheam: Excavations in the grounds of Church Cottage (TQ 243639).

In view of the possibility of future development in this area, the Nonsuch
and Ewell Antiquarian Society cut a series of exploratory trenches in land
adjoining this cottage. Church Cottage, which is a medieval building, and is

thought to be the original rectory, stands adjacent to the Parish Church, on
the Thanet Sand. The trenches revealed the foundations of outbuildings of
several periods.

The earliest feature was a small wall, about 1 ft. thick and 1 ft. 6 ins. high,
constructed from chalk blocks and tiles, resting directly upon Thanet Sand.
This was rendered on the top and sides with mortar. The wall was traced for

17 ft. and was probably a dwarf wall on which a timber building would have
rested.

This wall was surrounded by a dark sandy layer containing much domestic
refuse and pottery, notably many sherds of 'Cheam Ware,' which probably
represents the levelling of the site, prior to the construction of a later building
whose rammed chalk floor seals both this layer and the wall. Besides this floor,

post-holes, beam-slots and footings of the same building were found. This
complex may be dated to the Seventeenth Century. A further chalk floor

extending this building was added early in the Eighteenth Century.
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The most important find from this site is undoubtedly the pottery, for,

although there was no stratification in the material sealed below the floor, a
wide variety of types were recovered. A few sherds of blue tin glaze, found in

this layer, indicate that some of the Cheam ware may well be Seventeenth-
century in date. Apart from the excavation of one of the 'Cheam-ware' kilns,

this is the only assemblage of medieval pottery to be obtained from the source
of the ware.

(D. R. Cousins.)

Croydon: Excavations in Surrey Street (TQ 325655).

Emergency excavations have recently been carried out at the corner of

Middle Street and Surrey Street, prior to re-development. The work was
undertaken by members of the West Kent Border Archaeological Group,
Croydon Natural History Society, and the Beddington, Carshalton and
Wailington Archaeological Society. It was hoped to find traces of medieval
Croydon but most of the early levels had been destroyed by Eighteenth- and
Nineteenth-century intrusions. Apart from a quantity of Eighteenth- and
Nineteenth-century pottery, a small amount of Seventeenth-century pottery

was also recovered and a Fifteenth-century German Stoneware (Sieburg)

drinking jug. The jug, which is almost complete, stands 6 ins. high and has a
small handle. A few fragments of stratified Roman pottery were found,

including a stamped amphora handle. Associated with these were two flint

hammer-stones.
It is hoped to undertake further excavations in about 18 months' time under

the adjacent Royal Oak public house which is shortly to be demolished.

(J. K. Home.)

Thames Ditton: Monumental Brasses.

Recently the monumental brasses in St. Nicholas, the parish church of

Thames Ditton, have undergone slight restoration. In removing the three

coats-of-arms that surmount the Blakeden-Boothe brass, 1580 (Sy. A.C.,

XXVII, 75), from the wall, Mr. B. S. H. Egen of the Monumental Brass
Society found that two of them have engraving on the reverse side showing
previous use in earlier memorials.
The centre one is Flemish, c. 1380, part of a word reading MACHI. On the

verso of the one on the right is old English engraving c. 1420-1440. Letters can
be read, N. CURT. Photos and rubbings have been taken.

(T. S. Mercer.)

July

Cobham: Dr. Trusler at Cobham.
The D.N.B. describes John Trusler (1735-1820) as an eccentric divine,

literary compiler, and medical empiric, the eldest son of John Trusler,

proprietor of the Marylebone tea-gardens. From the Westminster School

voung John proceeded to Emmanuel College, Cambridge, later taking Holy
Orders, and assuming the title of 'doctor' after study of medicine. He set up
an academy for teaching oratory mechanically, and established a profitable

printing and bookselling business. He printed the sermons of eminent divines

in imitation of handwriting, an enterprise welcomed by parochial clergy though
not bj- their bishops. The D.N.B. (often unreliable on topography) sets out
some of Trusler's Surrey associations, saying that he lived at Rotherhithe, was
curate of Ockley, and also had an estate of his own at 'Englefield Green,

Middlesex.' But not a word about Cobham, where he added to his other
accomplishments a career as a practical and theoretical farmer.

On 4th June 1774 Emily Bertha, daughter of the Rev. John Trusler and
Elizabeth his wife, was christened at Cobham. The Land Tax returns at the

Surrey Record Office show Trusler renting a house and small farm at Downside
from 1748 to 1800. No. 63 of Mr. Charles Combe's title deeds, in private hands,

is a lease of 5th June 1801. This contains a reference to 'a . . . dwelling house,

garden, outbuildings and premises, and a piece or parcel of meadow land

called Pond Close, containing altogether . . . fourteen acres, one rood, and
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twenty-one perches . . . lately in the tenure or occupation of the Reverend
Doctor Trusler, lately one Jay Gardener, and now of the said Earl of

Carhampton.' Manorial maps show Pond Close opposite Chilbrook Farm, and
a Trusler's Meadow between Halfpenny Cross and the River Mole.

On 10th January 1786 'the Cobham vestry that, the officers do as soon as

convenient execute the warrant that they have got upon Dr. Trusler, for a
bastard sworn to him by his maid ..." Trusler says in his Memoirs that 'the

profligacy of woman is in great measure owing to the men. Great allowances

ought to be made for female frailties.' An advertisement in the sixteenth

edition of his Principles of Politeness states that

:

'Dr. Trusler has published Six Transparent Prints, highly coloured,

beautifully executed; the Subjects, FEMALE VIRTUE REWARDED,
with a moral description in letterpress. They serve as Blinds or Sunshades
for two windows and are readily converted into an elegant Lanthorn for

a ceiling to light a room without candles. Price 31. 3s. complete: sold at

No. 101, Strand.'

It seems probable that Trusler was sounder as a practical farmer than as a
practical moralist, and his justly famous farming book ran into five editions.

It lists the equipment needed to farm 150 acres, the labour required, the crops

to grow, the amount of seed needed, and the yield to expect. It is dated
'Cobham, Surry, Jan. 1, 1780,' and the title page reads:-

—

Practical Husbandry, of the A rt of Farming with a Certainty of Gain, as

practised by judicious farmers in this country. The result of experience
and long observation. By Dr. John Trusler of Cobham, Surry. In this

work is contained all the knowledge necessary in the plain business of

farming, unincumbered with theory, speculation or experimental enquiry;
also a number of estimates of the expenses and profits of different crops
in the common way, taken from minutes kept; and a variety of useful

remarks not to be met with in any books of agriculture. Together with
directions for measuring wood. London. Printed for the author, and sold

by R. Baldwin, Paternoster Row MDCCLXXX.'
Chronology or the Historian's Vade-Mecum was dedicated to the 'Rising

Generation' from Cobham in 1786, and various works were dedicated to Lord
Ligonier of Cobham Park. A slip in Trusler's Country Almanac informs us
that Dr. Trusler,

'Having retired to his house in the country, unwilling to lead an inactive

life, proposes to apply his long and extensive reading, his application to

men and things, and the general knowledge he has acquired, to the
service of the public. He conceives himself well able to give a satisfactory

opinion in almost any case of Criminal, Civil, Ecclesiastical, or Military

Law. He is now conversant in Accounts, Trade, Commerce, and
Calculation, and flatters himself is adequate to the arrangement of any
of the greatest intricacy; has frequently been employed as a Arbitrator to

settle differences, and by his advice has saved many a man from ruin. He
thinks he could be particularly useful in arranging the affairs of gentlemen
of fortune, putting them in a mode of proper economy, and disposing of

their income to their credit and advantage. But in thus devoting his

abilities to the public, he expects to be rewarded in proportion to his

services and the circumstances of his applicant, and that all letters to
him are freed from postage.

'His house is only 20 miles from London, where, if necessary, he may
be personally consulted on previous notice. Address to him at Cobham,
Surry.'

(T. E. C. Walker.)

Caterham: Unusual lintel (TQ 323550).

An interesting stone, possibly the lintel of a door or fireplace, has been
unearthed by Mr. Gates while clearing a site between 69 and 71 Harestone
Valley Road. Some five feet long, it bears a three-branched carving of foliage

in the centre under a gable-shaped moulding. On either side of this are arms.
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To the left the shield has a simple chevron. The right-hand shield is divided
vertically: its left half has a chevron bearing a small crescent in its centre, and
the right has one-and-a-half chevrons with two oak leaves above and one
below. The stone has also the initials J. C. and the date 1787. The stone was
found in what w-as once the grounds of 'Harestone' near a 130 foot well, and
within a few yards of the former site of the Hare Stone.

Three problems arise from this discovery :

—

1. Whose arms are represented on the stone?
2. WTio was J. C. and what is the significance of the date 1787?
3. Where was the original home of this stone—a predecessor of the present

'Harestone,' once the home of Air. Soper? An earlier house elsewhere from
which this trophy was taken? A Victorian summerhouse which this old-
world decoration ordained?

Heraldic information would be welcome.

(J. C. Batley.)

A ugusi

Blackfriars: Amphorae (TQ 31677969).

It has recently been reported (Bulletin No. 30) that amphorae discovered at
Blackfriars were Roman. However, when they were looked at by experts it

was seen that they were post-medieval Spanish olive jars, confirmed by their

association with late eighteenth-century pottery and medical equipment.
That the site agent regarded them as Roman is not surprising when one learns
that in Spanish Museums they are still displayed in the Roman sections. The
inferences drawn about R-B occupation of the area are of course no longer
tenable.

(G. J. Dawson.)

Kingston on Thames: Excavation (TQ 18266918).

A trial trench on land now being used as a car-park, prior to redevelopment,
close to the junction of Fairfield Road and Fairfield West, Kingston-upon-
Thames, revealed the following traces of occupation.

Into the natural Flood Plain Gravels of the Thames was cut a ditch,

V-shaped in section, being 3 ft. 6 ins. wide at the top, 7 ins. wide at the bottom
and 2 ft. 7 ins. deep. The ditch was traced along approximately 17 ft. of its

length and appeared to be curving. The upper level of the filling of the ditch
was brown, sandy clay, heavily marked by decayed vegetable matter. This
contained several sherds of coarse pottery of light brown ware with flint grit,

worked flints, fragments of burnt daub and a lump of smelted iron. One of the
sherds is part of a flat base, another is probably part of a thickened shoulder
with impressed decoration.

At the west end of the trench the upper levels of the ditch fiUings and the
natural gravel were cut by a shallow scoop which contained four pestholes.

The grey silt filling the scoop contained a sherd of hard light-grey pottery, a
fragment of red tile and a bone spindle whorl.
Two periods are therefore indicated, the first probably Early Iron Age; for

the second period there is as yet too little evidence to assign a definite date.

Further excavation later in the year may be possible, and it is hoped that more
evidence of the nature of the occupation will be obtained.

(Mrs. M. P. Canham.)

Reigate : Medieval pottery from Church Street.

A collection of medieval sherds, obtained from spoil heaps when this area
was redeveloped from 1958 onwards, has been given to Guildford Museum by
Mr. J. Howard. The pottery seems originally to have been in rubbish pits,

which were demolished by bulldozing. Most of the sherds come from cooking
pots or jugs and are of Thirteenth- and Fourteenth-centurj' date; much of the
ware was probablv made in West Kent.

(F. W. HoUing.)
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Septetyiber

Wimbledon: Mill on Beverley Brook (TQ 215707).

Previous mention has been made in the Bulletin (January and March 1967)
of a possible water mill site at Wimbledon. Further investigation into this
topic has been reported to the Wandsworth Historical Society.
The only mention in the Wimbledon Manorial Rolls is in 1763, when Mill

Corner was described as 'waste, abutting the sewer between Wimbledon and
Coombe, 20 ac. in extent.' There is no indication of a mill on Rocque's map
of 1762, or on a Surrey map of 1719, which must mean that it was defunct
before then. Nothing is said of a mill in a detailed survey of Wimbledon
published in 1649, but there is the significant sentence, '.

. . there are eight
several fishponds, well embanked, ordered and fitted for preservation of fish

and fowl.' It does not, however, indicate where they were.
A mill was appurtenant to the Manor in 1348 or 1349, and several were

mentioned in the Domesday account of Mortlake, which at that time included
Wimbledon. Again there is no hint of their location. The entry of 1348/9 has
been taken by earlier writers as referring to the Pontifex Copper Mill on the
Wandle, which still exists (Antiquarian Magazine, II (1882), 56).

Johnson's Wimbledon Common (1911) has two references which may have
some bearing on the puzzle of the ponds and mill. The first concerns the fish

which were found in the Beverley in the early part of this century; they
include pike, eel, dace, bullhead and stickleback, and were certainly present
in commercial quantity when the ponds were constructed. Johnson also
mentions an eyot of mud in the Beverley near Mill Corner which could have
been the site of the weir dam for the mill.

The head of water required to drive a mill on the Beverley would have been
considerable. The present current speed is only about 1^ m.p.h. and this is

faster than of old as a result of the deepening of the brook in 1887. Thus the
embankments could well have been mill dams as well as fishponds. The origin
of the mill may well date back to the days when the 'Befer rith' (Beaver
stream) reaUy contained those creatures. Their damning activities could
easily have led someone to see the possibility of extending the dam and
constructing a mill on it.

There seems to be little likelihood of finding out the detailed history of the
mill, or indeed precisely where it stood : it is very poorly documented and was
probably only of local importance in the vaUey. A further possibility is that
the mill was in Coombe and that the name 'Mill Corner' was used in Wimbledon
simply to indicate that it was on the boundary between the two parishes. If

this is the case, then investigation of the local history of that area might shed
some light on the subject.

(K. A. Bailey in Wandsworth Historical Society's News Sheet.)

October

Godstone: Finds of vsrorked flints (TQ 364488 and 352517).

The discovery of two small groups of worked flint in Godstone parish has
been reported by Mr. H. G. Darby of Lagham Park, South Godstone.
The larger group was found in Mr. Darby's garden at Lanreath where the

soil is Wealden Clay. Eight pieces have been found here, including five blades
or blade-like flakes. Three show retouch and a further two signs of utilisation.

The character of the material would seem to be mesolithic but the sample is a
small one. Interest is] centred chiefly round the fact that this is one more
addition to the growing number of sites where worked flint has been found on
the Weald clay of South-east Surrey: a number of excavations of medieval
sites in the area in recent years have revealed a scatter of worked flint.

The second group is of only three flakes, also of mesolithic appearance. The
site of the discovery is near the Bay Pond, Godstone. The soil here is Lower
Greensand, a geological horizon on the surface of which worked flint is

frequently found.

(D. J. Turner.)
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November

Putney: Excavations in Upper Richmond Road (TQ 232753).

The Archaeological Section of the Wandsworth Historical Society has been
carrying out an excavation in the garden of a private house in the Upper
Richmond Road, not far from the Arab Boy public house. At a depth of

3 ft. 6 ins. a gravel surface has been found, together with a ditch. The surface
is well rammed, has a camber, and contains two ruts whose centres are some
4 ft. 6 ins. apart. It seems possible for it to be a Roman road, although wheel
ruts worn into lintels at Roman fort gates have centres 4 ft. 1\ ins. apart. The
gravel lies on the natural and the ditch on its northern side is 4 ft. wide and
1 ft. deep. The 'road' runs parallel to the Upper Richmond Road.

(Wandsworth Historical Society News Sheet.)

December

Merstham: Pottery find in Netherne Lane (TQ 295558).

About 30 pieces of pottery have been found by the owner of Windsong,
Netherne Lane, Merstham. Mostly pieces of cooking pots dating from the
Thirteenth Century, some are very crude and may have been made by hand or
on a slow wheel.
There are a few pieces of Surrey Ware, including part of the rim of a bowl

and the handle of a jug. A few pieces of roof tile were also found on the site.

(Bourne Society Bulletin.)

Sanderstead: Iron Age and R-B occupation (TQ 343605).

The site is on waste ground bounded by the paths and building of

Sanderstead Methodist Church and the drive of Atwood Primary School.
Remains of two structures, incorporating pottery of iron age character, were
found. Both were rectinlinear with flint walling laid in clay. Post holes
indicated dwarf walls supporting a timber-framed structure. One may be
associated with an area of flint cobbles in yellow clay, possibly a yard. The
more substantial, with a length of wall and a line of post holes at right angles,

had a red clay floor with areas of charcoal flecks. The distribution of potsherds,
almost all to one side of a line of posts at right angles to a length of walling,

suggests that the building may have been dual purpose, with living space at
one end, and stores or livestock at the other.

Above this was a layer of flint rubble, probably from demolished walling,

overlaid by a cobbled road. The line of this could not be determined, as it was
found only in one trench.

(A. J. Parkinson, in Bourne Society Bulletin.)


