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THE parish church of Walton-on-Thames stands on the south side

of Church Street, opposite the turning that leads down to the

mediaeval manor-house and the site of the ferry which, before the

building of Walton Bridge, provided the only link with the Middlesex
bank of the river.1

We have the evidence of Doomsday Book that 'Waletona' had a

church in 1086, but there is no conclusive proof that it was anything
more substantial than a comparatively humble timber structure like that

which survives in part at Greensted-juxta-Ongar, in Essex. The oldest

portions of the present building appear to be the piers of the north
arcade, with round, scalloped capitals and bases cut octagonal in the

nineteenth century, together with the lower half of the north wall, all of
c. 1 1 50. (See plan).

The chancel was rebuilt in the fourteenth century, doubtless for the

usual reason that a shallow Norman east end was inconvenient for the

more elaborate ritual that had by now come into use. The tracery has all

been renewed but the attractive reticulated pattern of the east window,
at least, is almost certainly a facsimile, since it incorporates two panels of
contemporary glass, one charged with the well-known device for teach-

ing the doctrine of the Trinity, the other bearing the instruments of the
Passion.

In the south wall of the sanctuary is a piscina with a restored, trefoil

head and two sinks, following Pope Innocent's directive that the hands
should be washed separately from the sacred vessels. West of this is a

sedile, also with a trefoil head. The chancel arch is of two chamfered
orders, springing from semi-octagonal responds with moulded capitals

and bases.

As the octagonal piers and chamfered arches of the south arcade are

similar in detail, it can reasonably be assumed that the decision to enlarge

the church by the addition ofa south aisle was made about the same time.

The doorway and windows in the south wall, however, were at least half
a century later and one can perhaps see this as an instance of the inter-

vention of the Black Death, with its disruption of the whole economy,
including the building trade, and perhaps the effects of conscription for

the King's Works on the depleted ranks of skilled masons. On the east

respond of this arcade are scratched three votive crosses, similar to

those often left by pilgrims bound for Canterbury.
It is usually assumed without question that the practically identical

arches ofthe north arcade (Plate III) were renewed at the same time. The

1 N.G.R. TQ 102665.
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original arches may, of course, have failed, since the Norman piers

which carry them have been forced out of true, presumably by the com-
bined action of an ill-tied roof and inadequate foundations, but there are

instances of twelfth-century construction successfully withstanding

worse punishment. Such a thirst for uniformity, moreover, is more
typical of the Renaissance than the Middle Ages and the reconstruction

of the arches may even date as late as the early seventeenth century,

when the original semi-circular arches would have largely obstructed

the view of those sitting in the new north gallery.

The Perpendicular south door, although much restored, has shields

bearing crosses in the spandrils. This may have been the main entrance,

in the traditional position, to be superseded by the west porch under
the tower in the seventeenth or eighteenth century when it appears to

have become very much a squire's door, linked by Church Walk with
the gates of Ashley Park. Now what appears to have been a charming
south porch has been rebuilt in coldly correct flint-work and, divorced

from its original purpose, serves as a cramped little choir vestry. A
north door opposite was bricked up in 1761 so that additional seating

could compensate for that lost by the erection of the Shannon Monu-
ment.

The tower (Plates IVa and b), has been so frequently and so radically

restored that it is difficult to date. Traditionally of the late fifteenth

century, it must have had a predecessor since earlier in the same century

it is recorded as having four bells, one of which, inscribed In Multis

Annis Resonet Campana Johannis, was recast in 1883 as No. 6 of the

present peal. Early in the nineteenth century, the weathered off-sets of
the buttresses were ironed out with brick splays, giving a curiously

modern, streamlined effect, but so ungraceful is the resulting outline

and so inaccurately do they appear to have been set out that one can only
assume that the churchwardens called in some local jobbing builder

prepared to do the work on the cheap.

In this century also what were doubtless narrow, round-headed open-
ings with splayed reveals in the north wall were replaced by triple lights

with cusped heads under square dripstones. Another recess with a

depressed ogee arched head was also cut beside the sedile in the south
wall of the chancel; it was probably an aumbry and not, as has been
suggested, an Easter Sepulchre, which is generally found in the opposite

wall.

Early in the seventeenth century galleries were added on the west and
north sides (Plate III), the latter involving the raising of the aisle walls in

brick-work. This may reflect the fact that, unlike their predecessors,

James I and his queen, Anne of Denmark, had a particular affection for

the near-by Oatlands Palace, staying there frequently for the hunting,
and this would have meant the attendance for worship of a large house-
hold as well as of additional local inhabitants dependent on the Court.

In 1633:
Chester presents Walton with a bridle

To curb women's tongues which talk too idle.

This was inscribed on a scold's bridle, stolen in 1965 and now replaced
by a replica. The traditional Mr Chester, defrauded of a legacy through
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a woman prattling, seems a more likely explanation than the modern
theory that the City of Chester and a Lancashire Walton were involved.

The remainder of that troubled century was full of incident, if it left

little trace in the fabric. There was the crazed Puritan soldier who (as

recounted in Cobbett's Reformation) irrupted into the church at service

time carrying four candles which he successively extinguished as token

of the abolition of the Sabbath, Tithes, Ministers and The Bible! There
was the unhappy little band of 'Diggers', dragged here by the angry

commoners from their settlement on St George's Hill and apparently

only released through the intervention of a magistrate. And there is the

tragically terse record in the registers of the burial of a Cavalier and his

boy, victims perhaps of a skirmish at Oatlands when Rupert was probing

the defences of London.
On the respond of the Norman arcade near the pulpit is painted the

quatrain attributed to the young Elizabeth:

Christ was the Worde and spake it

He took the bread and break it

And what the Worde doth make it

That I believe and take it.

This saying is first recorded in 1675 but its appearance here is not

mentioned by early County historians and topographers. It seems likely

that it was added by some nineteenth-century incumbent who saw this

masterly piece of Royal equivocation as containing 'thoughts beyond

our thoughts'.

The eighteenth century is usually considered a sleepy one as far as the

Church is concerned but at Walton the peace was shattered by a literally

'monumental' row, which split the parish, of which more hereafter. As
usual a number of elegant wall tablets within the church and superbly-

lettered tombstones without bear witness to the instinctive good taste of

the humblest mason in the 'Age of Reason'. Nothing that has been added

since is in any way remarkable with the exception of the delightful late

seventeenth-century organ case (Plate VI), said to have come from

Windsor Castle as a gift from Queen Victoria.

The First World War is remembered by the memorial to those who
died in the Anzac Hospital at Mount Felix and by the formation of a

new baptistery at the west end of the south aisle. The scars of fire bombs
near the chancel steps are reminders of the narrow escape the church

had from being gutted during its successor, but the whole building bears

witness that the well-intentioned restorer is as much to be feared as the

malice of the enemy.

MONUMENTS
1587. John Selwyn, Keeper of the Royal Park at Oatlands. Brass, in five

plates, four of which show John, his wife Susan, their six sons and

five daughters. All eleven children were living at their father's death

which was remarkable in those days of heavy infant mortality. The
fifth plate shows Selwyn's famous exploit in jumping from his horse

on to the back of a stag, guiding it with his dagger before the Queen

and stabbing it to death at her feet. (This is a palimpsest, hung to
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show what was presumably a rejected design on the reverse in which
the rider is bareheaded, wears spurs and grasps an antler.2

)

Now in the north aisle but formerly in the chancel.

168 1. William Lilly, Astrologer, Doctor and sometime Churchwarden.
'The cunning man, hight SidropheP of Samuel Butler's 'Hudibras',

who foretold the Plague and the Fire ofLondon, the latter so accurately

that he was accused of starting it. A black, marble slab which cost six

pounds, four shillings and six pence, the monumentum amoris of his

great friend, Elias Ashmole, the antiquary. On the north side of the

chancel, but according to Manning and Bray, formerly before the

altar.

172 1. Matthew Kirkbye, sometime Rector of Shepperton. (He was
ejected from the living in 1707.)

Wall monument, north side of the chancel.

c. 1756. Richard Boyle, Second Viscount Shannon, by Louis Roubiliac.

(Plates V and VI.)

Erected by his daughter, Grace, Countess of Middlesex, 'justly sen-

sible of the inexpressible loss of her respectable parents' in the teeth

of fierce opposition from a churchwarden and thirty-three members
of the vestry who claimed that the proposed monument would block
two windows and mean the loss of twelve seats. The Vicar and the

other churchwarden, however, supported the Countess and the objec-

tors failed to appear at the Faculty Office to prevent the grant of 1758.
The General, a volunteer at the Boyne who was also present at Vigo

Bay, rose steadily to the eminence of ' FIELD-Marshall of all his

MAJESTY'S forces'. He is carved standing before a tent and leaning

negligently on a mortar with left hip thrust out, a stance much fav-

oured by the sculptor, witness the 'Garrick' Shakespeare in the

British Museum. His mourning daughter droops gracefully over an
urn on a stage below, a figure repeated on Roubiliac's Lynn Monu-
ment at Southwark (1760). Both are exquisitely carved but the limited

depth available has led to some curious distortions in the miscellaneous
military equipage lying about; a field-gun, for example, viewed
obliquely, proves to have a curved barrel

!

1813. Henry Shrine, topographical writer, by John Bacon, Junior.

Author of works on Wales and the rivers of England. The wall tablet

shows an oak tree 'screening' young saplings, some of which, without
foliage, represent children who died young.
North wall of chancel, above sacristry door.

1 821. Mr and Mrs Christopher d'Oyly by Francis Chantrey.
The disconsolate widow, mourning over her husband's monument.
South wall of chancel.

2 See Surrey A.C., xxxm (1920) 13-7, where Mr Stephenson points out two
curious mistakes in the lettering.
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1824. Lady Williams by Joseph Gott.

Relief of a seated woman being comforted by Faith. (Her husband, a

sailor of the Napoleonic wars, is buried in Hersham Church.)

North wall of chancel, east end.

In the Churchyard:

1 82 1. Edward '

'Lumpy' Stevens, cricketer and gardener to Lord
Tankerville of Walton House (Mount Felix). Famous for making the

ball shoot. When playing for 5 of All England v. 5 of Hambledon on
the Portsmouth Artillery Ground he three times sent the ball between
the stumps without dislodging the bail, leading to the adoption by
M.C.C. of a third stump.

South-west of south porch.

1842. William Maginn, poet and journalist. Wrote for Blackwood's. Died
at Walton from tuberculosis, after release from a debtors' prison. Said

to be the original of Captain Shandon in Thackeray's Pendennis.

Granite Celtic cross, west of tower.

BELLS

5th

4th

7th

Tenor

3rd

Treble \

2nd
6th

1606. Richard Eldridge, Inscribed: 'Our Hope is in the

Lord.'

1608. Joseph Carter.

1 610. William Carter.

165 1. Bryan Eldridge. Bears the name of the church-

wardens : John Taylor and Thomas James.

1726. Inscribed: 'The gift of John Palmer, Esq. High
Sheriff of this County.'

1883. John Warner & Sons. (6th a mediaeval bell, recast.)

PLATE

The oldest piece of plate is a paten, 8 inches dia. inscribed

:

This peice [sic] of Plate was bought by the Parishnors of Walton-on-
Thames in the County of Surr'y. Jer. Wilford, Edwd. Bucknell, Church
Wardens. 17 14.

Other eighteenth-century items include a paten 4! inches dia. of c. 1728,

a chalice 9 inches high of 1757 and two flagons 13 inches high of the

same date.

The remainder of the plate is nineteenth-century or modern.

PRIESTS AND MINISTERS

(a) From Manning and Bray's History and Antiquities ofSurrey (1804-14)

:

Rectors 1302 Robert de Harewedon
1 327/8 Ralph de Hackton

John de Wylye
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Rectors 1329/30 John de la Haye
John Wylieu or Wyliex

John Preston

1374/5 Nicholas Long
1383/4 Richard Golle

(Rectory appropriated 1414)
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PLATE III

on

2^

O Z
Z w
O 55

H H
J

o



PLATE IV

(a) WALTON CHURCH. EXTERIOR. FROM SOUTH-EAST
Photo: National Monuments Record

(b) WALTON CHURCH EXTERIOR, FROM NORTH-EAST.
Photo: National Monuments Record



WALTON CHURCH.
THE SHANNON MONUMENT BY FRANCOIS ROUBILIAC, C. I756.

Photo: National Monuments Record



PLATE VI
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