
The Inns of Croydon, 1640-1840 

by T. M. JAMES, M.A. 

CROYDON: 1550-1830 

Situated ten miles from the metropolis at the entrance to the easiest route 
through the chalk downs, Croydon was an important route-centre long before 
the London- Brighton route rose to importance in the eighteenth century. 
The original settlement had been around the springs of the River Wandle 
but the epicentre of the town moved to the more elevated terrace along 
which the High street now runs. By 1550 this area was the important sector 
of the town, being the area where the markets and great inns were located. 
The only important buildings of the town which remained in the 'Old Town' 
were the church and the Archbishop of Canterbury's Palace. 
The Archbishops had been Lords of the Manor since the Domesday Survey 
and the presence of their palace in the town ensured a substantial demand 
for accommodation and services. It might be assumed that the Archbishops 
had decided to settle in an already thriving town but in reality they helped 
the prosperity of the town because periodically the Palace became the focal 
point in the business of the central government, and this was cemented after 
the enhanced status of the Archbishop was ensured after the Reformation. 
Queen Elizabeth visited the town several times during the archiepiscopate 
of Whit gift and the impact of her retinue alone would have been enormous, 
as about 300 people would arrive with her. The presence of the Archbishops 
in Croydon meant that meetings of the Privy Council were held in the town: 
on one occasion (19 August-17 September 1556) it met continually at Croy-
don, recording 23 separate sessions. 2 A noticeable number of functionaries 
would be present in addition to the Privy Councillors themselves. 
By 1640 Croydon was important as one of the principal towns of Surrey 
and there is considerable evidence of its importance in East Surrey during 
the Civil War, when it was the administrative centre of the County Com-
mittee's business. Croydon was also the seat of the Winter Quarter Sessions 
and this persisted until the late eighteenth century, the highest attendance 
ever recorded for such a session in Surrey occurring at Croydon in 1661.3 
From the eighteenth century Croydon was the seat, in alternate years, of 
the Summer Assizes: this was terminated in 1883 when Croydon became a 
municipal borough. In these ways Croydon should be seen to have been a 
s.eat of governmental activity. That Croydon was equipped to receive this 
volume of administration, can be illustrated by three War Office Surveys of 
1686,1720 and 1756. The figures that are available show that by 1756 Croy-
don was better provided with accommodation and stabling than the three 
other main centres of Surrey-Kingston, Guildford and Farnham. 
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Behind the function of the town as a seat of governmental activity, Croydon 
continued to function as a market and a fair town. The markets and fairs 
had been granted in the Middle Ages in three grants made to the Arch-
bishops,and by the seventeenth century they had become very important. 
The increased demand which resulted from the administrative function of 
the town should not be over-emphasised but should be placed alongside the 
evidence of a nationally increasing population and the increasing demands 
of London, which was growing rapidly at this time. The town would seem 
to have been thriving but did suffer from one nuisance,namely the quarter-
ing of troops. The concern that was generated will be referred to later. 
The principal item for which Croydon market was noted was grain, and 
even in the seventeenth century Croydon was a major supplier of corn to 
London. Defoe,in the 1720's,described the town as ' .... a great corn 
market but chiefly for oats and oatmeal, all for London still .... '4 By the 
1820's only the Saturday market survived, and in his 'Recollections' of 
Croydon at that time William Page described the market as being in three 
distinct parts: the provision, livestock and corn markets. The provision 
market was housed in the Butter Market House in the High Street and here 
butter, poultry and fruit, coming from as far afield as East Grinstead, could 
be purchased;the livestock market was held opposite the 'Three Tuns' Inn; 
and the corn market was held in the Town Hall, which still attracted large 
numbers of merchants. 5 

In addition there were still two fairs in about 1800: the 'Cherry' and the 
'October'. That on 2 October was by far the more important of the two, 
Page provided a description of the scene: 

The town was a fair itself. Music, singing, acrobatics, and all kinds of 
entertainment went on in the streets, and immense traffic of all kinds 
of vehicles passing and repassing through the place, the various inns 
doing a large amount of trade by entertaining visitors with dinners ... 

As far as the trade itself was concerned he wrote, 'From early morn till 
later than dewy eve, the town and suburbs were in a high state of bustle and 
commotion.' An anonymous writer in 1829 indicated that the October Fair 
was 'much frequented by the youth of the metropolis. '6 And Pigot in 1832 
described the Croydon Fair as 'perhaps the largest fair within a like dis-
tance from the metropolis. '7 The October Fair was known by many as the 
'Walnut' Fair and, whilst no documentary evidence survives to substantiate 
a sizeable cherry trade at the 'Cherry Fair' in July,material abounds for 
the walnut trade at the October Fair. 8 This Walnut Fair is recorded as 
far back as 1644.9 That the importance of this particular speciality was not 
restricted to the immediate locality is illustrated by the fact that, as one 
writer' stated, it was 'an article of the popular faith that walnuts came in at 
Croydon Fair'.10 
Croydon was important, therefore as a market town and as a centre of 
administration of various kinds. It is in the context of these urban functions 
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that the inns should be observed. The inns of this community were inextric-
ably involved in the functions of the town: to enable such functions to con-
tinue successfully, it was vital that the inns should provide accommodation 
and services for visitors to the town. It will, however, become apparent that 
the ipns fulfilled a greater role than just adjuncts to the economic and ad-
ministrative role of the town. Traditionally, from medieval times the inn 
had been involved in the communications network, providing accommodation 
for travellers and stables for their horses. As the seventeenth century pro-
gressed this role grew immensely, particularly after the development of 
the stage-coach. Finally it will be seen that the inn fulfilled a role locally: 
it acted as a focal point of local society. County and urban social events, 
in particular, took place in the inns of the town, and the inns were also the 
focal points in sporting events which drew Support from the same wealthy 
social groups. The inns were, in fact, involved in so many aspects of life, 
both of a local and a wider nature, that perhaps the term 'community centre' 
could be applied to them quite appropriately. 

DEFINITION OF THE 'INN' 

Just as a brief description of Croydon and its functions in this period is 
relevant in assessing the function and importance of inns within the commu-
nity, so also is another preliminary, namely a discussion of the definition of 
an inn. Statute law was preoccupied with the licensing aspect of such estab-
lishments. Such licensing was concerned solely with the sale of intoxica-
ting liquor. At common law there was a further interest in respect of the 
innkeeper's obligation to take in travellers without discrimination. The 
purpose of this article is to reveal the inn as a community centre and the 
legal background is vital in defining precisely the 'inn'. 
Bretherton has distinguished three types of establishment that sold alcoho-
lic liquor: the inn, the alehouse and the tavern. ll The Survey of inns, ale-
houses and taverns conducted by the Justices of the Peace on behalf of the 
Privy Council in 1570 can be used to show the relative importance of each 
category.1 2 In Surrey there were 77 inns, 369 alehouses and 8taverns.1 3 

The taverns, which concentrated on the sale of wine, were licensed by the 
Wine Commissioners in London, but as is evident these were of minor im-
portance in comparison with the vast majority of premises that were either 
inns or alehouses. Licensing in these two last categories was carried out 
locally. By a statute of 155214 all alehouses were supposed to be licensed 
by two J. P.' s and this was carried out with increasing efficiency once the 
seventeenth century began. The inn itself did not need to be licensed but 
(and this was not the case in 1552 when 'Ancient Inns' were specifically 
exempted) later the inn had to be licensed as a 'common alehouse' if alcohol 
was to be sold. This was certainly true after the institution of the' Brewsters 
Sessions' in 1729. 15 After that date there was an annual meeting of J.P.'s 
in September when licences were renewed. That an inn did not need a 
licence in itself can be illustrated by the fact that a temperance hotel in the 
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early nineteenth century was considered to be an inn but did not need a liquor 
licence .16 It can be further seen that, whilst in practice the distinction be-
tween an inn and an alehouse may have become blurred, at law the COmmon 
alehouse, which was not an inn as well, was simply an establishment at 
which alcohol could be purchased. 
The keeping of an inn was not a 'franchise' and, therefore, anyone could be-
come an innkeeper and erect a sign. At common law the innkeeper was 
required to take in travellers. Blackstone stated: 

If an innkeeper, or other victualler, hangs out a sign and opens his 
house for travellers, it is an implied engagement to entertain all per-
sons who travel that way; and upon this universal assumption an action 
on the case will lie against him for damages, if he without good reason 
refuses to admit a traveller. 1 7 

The traveller became a 'guest' when he stayed at an inn and no contract 
was entered into concerning the length of stay. It was considered, however, 
that at some point which was not defined precisely, the guest ceased to be 
such by virtue of the duration of his stay.18 The term 'guest' would seem 
to have originated in the medieval importance of the inn as a hostel, func-
tioning in much the same way at the monastic hostels of the time. 
The problem in the case of Croydon was to decide which establishments 
had been inns and which had not. Since all the inns had had alehouse licen-
ces, it was not possible to use the Registers of Victuallers Recognizances 
to advantage. The Land Tax Returns of 1780, however, do provide a basi s 
for solving this problem .19 They show 25 licensed premises in Croydon, of 
which eight are described as inns and 17 as alehouses. The inns on this 
basis were the "Blue Anchor", the "Crown", the "George", the "Green Dragon", 
the "Greyhound", the "King's Arms", the "Three Tuns", and the "White Lion". 
This view would seem to have been supported by Barfoot and Wilkes in 
1791,20 when they listed 24 licensed premises,of which the proprietors of 
seven were described as 'innkeepers' (The "George" had been closed down 
in the intervening period), and the remainder as 'victuallers'. This restric-
tion to seven and eight on the surface seems quite acceptable under the 
circumstances of the late eighteenth century when inns were beginning 
to disappear. There are, however, several other establishments, such as 
the "Swan" and the "Ship", which previously had offered accommodation 
and services for travellers and therefore would seem to be eligible for 
inclusion on those grounds alone. Other factors, in fact, will emerge in 
the course of this article to confirm their status as inns. Where there is 
no evidence that an establishment did more than just retail alcohol it has 
been assumed that it was an alehouse and it has therefore been excluded 
from the discussion. Whilst it is the purpose of this article to indicate 
that the communications function of the inn had an important but not pre-
dominant place in its business, it remains true that this was the most com-
mon type of inn business, and an establishment should always be considered 
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to have been an inn if it appears to have participated in the communications 
trade and to have offered hospitability to travellers. 

BACKGROUND TO THE CROYDON INNS 

Croydon never possessed any inns with national reputations, such as the 
"Angel" at Grantham or the "George" at Stamford. And there were none 
that could claim great antiquity such as the" Crown" at Norton St Philip 
which can be traced back to 1397, but four of the historic inns of Croydon 
can be traced back into the fifteenth century. The "Greyhound", the principal 
inn throughout the period, was first recorded in 1493; 21 the "George", which 
declined rapidly in the eighteenth century, in 1497;22 the "Chequer", which 
was demolished in 1596 to make way for the Whitgift Hospital, in 1438;23 
and the "Swan" which had a continuous existence from 1464 until its demoli-
tion in 1889.24 Just before the period opened John Taylor had compiled 
his catalogue of inns,25 and at Croydon he mentioned the "Greyhound" and 
the "George": this would suggest that these two inns were predominant at 
the beginning of the period. 
Other inns appear in the sixteenth century and many of these survive into 
modern times. There are other names, however, that appear quite early 
but the establishments to which they refer, which mayor may not have been 
inns in the broadest sense, do not seem to have to have had a permanent 
existence. For example,documents survive amongst the records of the 
Whitgift Foundation which refer to the 'Swan Inn', South End. 26 This was 
specifically described as being in the South End and, since this street is 
about half a mile from the North End where the "Swan" was located, a mis-
take is unlikely. The establishment in South End is referred to in documents 
between 1503 and 1694 which mention it by name but do not,give any clear 
indication as to its function or status. There are many others, such as the 
"Quart Pot" and the "Leather Bottle",27 that make momentary appearances 
in the Parish Registers. Where they are just passing references that do 
not recur or do so spasmodically, they have been presumed to have been 
only alehouses. This conclusion should be seen in the light of the fact that 
a large amount of capital would be required to establish or maintain an inn, 
and so they would be unlikely to appear and disappear almost year by year. 
Conversely alehouses, which were single-purpose establishments, could be 
set up in domestic houses and it would therefore be much more easy for 
them to disappear. 

THE FUNCTIONS OF THE CROYDON INNS 

(i) Communications Network 
The role that the inn played in the stage-coach routes was probably its most 
important day-to-day function from early in the eighteenth century. The 
inn had always been involved in the communications network but, with the 
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development of the stage-coach and the subsequent improvement of road 
surfaces by the Turnpike Trusts,now there was to arise a class of special-
ist 'coaching inns'. Whilst there were many establishments in Croydon 
that could provide stabling accommodation, which in 1756 had amounted to 
a capacity for 1220 horses,28 only four inns are known to have been involved 
in the regular communications system. These inns, which could provide 
'posting' services, were the "King's Arms", the "Crown", the "Green Dragon" 
and the "Greyhound". Each one was conveniently situated on the north-south 
route which passed through the town. The provision of post horses did not 
begin with the establishment of the regular coach routes. As early as 1617 
Fynes Morrison had written: 

In England, towards the south in the west parts, and from London to 
Berwick ... post horses are established at every ten miles, or there-
abouts, on which travellers ride at a fast gallop at the rate of ten miles 
an hour sometimes. 29 

The coach system was to a great extent superimposed on the posting routes. 
Croydon, being ten miles out of London, was well placed to participate in 
this trade. 
That Croydon stood astride a very important route was commented upon by 
an anonymous writer in 1829: 'through improvements at Brighton it is 
second to no exit from London for travel, except the great western and north 
routes. 30 Each of the inns played a different part in this trade. The "Crown" 
seems to have concentrated on the local routes, and for the most part seems 
to have had a monopoly of this business. Certainly this was the view held 

 by Page when he wrote that the "Crown" 'was the starting place for all Lon-
don coaches'.31 In fact in 1826 seven of the local coaches departed from the 
"Rising Sun" which was located about one hundred yards north of the "Crown" 
on the North End. 32 The proprietor of the "Rising Sun" was Nicholas Jayne, 
who was also described as a coach proprietor. By 1832, when Pigot indicated 
that there were fourteen coaches leaving the "Crown", for London each day, 
Jayne had become the proprietor of the "Crown". 33 He shared the London 
traffic with William Inkpen, a High Street coach proprietor. Everyone booked 
for local routes at .the "Crown", regardless of the proprietor concerned, 
and probably Inkpen's passengers boarded his vehicles the "Crown". 
The "King's Arms" was the point at which the Royal Mail stopped. It left 
for London, having come from Brighton, at 4 a.m. and passed back through 
the town at 9.25 p.m.34 A pause of five minutes indicates that the bustle in 
the innyards, to which Page alluded, must have been quite enormous. The 
"Green Dragon" was the inn where the commercial coaches for Brighton 
halted. Probably, this amounted in 1830 to four in each direction every 
The "Greyhound" is not mentioned in connexion with any of the stage-routes 
in the directories and, whilst it is true that John Byng mentioned a halt at 
the "Greyhound" as he travelled from Godstone to London in the 1780s,35 
it would seem that it may not have been of great importance in this trade, 
but dealt with a different sort of travelling customer. 
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Pigot in 1832 indicated that there were six local carriers who plied daily 
along the route to Brighton. In 1791 there had been seventeen waggons per 
week leaving the Southwark inns going to or through Croydon. 36 .The type 
of traffic and trade in the 1820s was described by Page. 37 

.The night traffic at that time being great by reason of. a continuous 
passing of almost every description of vehicles-carriers, lumbering 
waggons especially laden to a great height-and others.lighter-higlers, 
vans, and carts-conveying poultry, butter, eggs, etc., to the London 
early Market, such goods having been collected by them from the vari-
ous farms in the neighbourhood of Reigate, Dorking, etc.; together with 
the fish vans from Brighton, especially in the mackerel season. Nearly, 
all the hops grown in Sussex came through Croydon to London . 

.This volume of traffic would not require the same services as the stage 
coaches, in that they would not require changes of horses, but Croydon was 
a suitable point at which to stop for refreshment or rest. 
Whilst coaches did stop at the "Greyhound", its trade tended to be some-
what different. The Surrey Standard of 1835 reported that the 'travelling 
carriage' of the Duchess of Kent and her daughter Princess Victoria 'stopped 
for a while at the "Greyhound'.38 

They were received with the most marked respect by a number of per-
sons who were assembled in expectation of the coming of the judges 
for the Sum m er Assizes. 

To discuss whether or not the Royal visitors would have alighted at the 
"Greyhound" anyway would be to engage in speculation but the point of im-
portance is that the judges should have stayed at the "Greyhound" and that 
the local dignitaries, rather than receiving them at the Town Hall, should 
welcome them there. This would seem to point to the fact that the "Grey-
hound" was not only the chief inn but,as will be shown later,had some 
civic importance. 
A literary reference can provide further evidence of the type of traveller 
who was likely to visit the "Greyhound". Surtees in his book about the ficti-
tious Jorrocks described him meeting the hunt in Croydon High street on a 
Saturday morning. 39 He described the horsemen assembling outside the 
"Greyhound", having taken refreshment inside that inn,,in preparation for the 
day's hunt. Literary references cannot be accepted in isolation but in this 
example the background petail is accurate and, as Anthony Steele has obser-
ved,40 much of Surtees' material was autobiographical rather than pure 
fiction. Surtees further indicated that periodically large numbers of horse-. 
men travelled out to the Surrey Stag-hound Hunt, the rendezvous of which 
was the "Red Lion" at Smitham Bottom about five miles from Croydon.41 
To reach this inn they had to pass along Croydon High Street with its many 
inns, much larger and better provided for than the "Red Lion" at Smitham. 
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(ii) SQcial 
Mter the RefQrmatiQn the inn became the Qnly type Qf establishment that 
prQvided fQr the needs Qf travellers. As BlackstQne stated it was Qbliga-
tQry, where PQssible, fQr the innkeeper to' prQvide accQmmQdatiQn and re-
freshment fQr travellers withQut discriminatiQn. There were peQple who. 
came to. the tQwn fQr specific purpQses such as the witnesses who. came in 
1648 in cQnnexiQn with a legal dispute cQncerning CrQham Farm. They 
stayed at the "FalcQn "and the payment fQr their accQmmQdatiQn and re-
freshment is recQrded in the Whitgift RecQrds. 42 An example Qf the large 
numbers Qf peQple that might pass thrQugh the tQwn in qne single retinue 
and who. WQuld require refreshment is recQrded in 1600. 43 On 20 April 
1600 Sir ThQmas Gerrard wrQte frQm CrQydQn to. Sir RQbert Cecil to. in-
fQrm him that the French AmbassadQr, who. had been held up in 'Grinstead', 
WQuld reach LQndQn by the evening Qf that day. With him he had abQut Qne 
hundred and ten fellQw cQuntrymen, 'with three carts fully laden with apparel'. 
As they were travelling Qn hQrseback the jQurney Qf thirty miles in Qne day 
WQuld have been PQssible and as the Qnly tQwn between East Grinstead and 
LQndQn was CrQydQn, it WQuld seem reasQnable to. assume that the Ambas-
sadQr WQuld have halted there fQr refreshment, befQre cQntinuing to. LQndQn. 
PrQbably the AmbassadQr WQuld have been entertained at the Palace but 
mQst Qf the retinue WQuld have taken refreshment, and the hQrses WQuld 
have received attentiQn, at the inns Qf the tQwn because the Palace was nQt 
equipped to. receive unexpected guests in large numbers. That the prQvisiQn 
Qf accQmmQdatiQn and entertainment fQr travellers was an impQrtant ele-
ment in the trade Qf the CrQydQn inns can be illustrated by the petitiQn to. 
the Secretary Qf State fQr War in 1759 which asked fQr trQQPs to. be mQved 
Qut Qf the tQwn fQr the duratiQn Qf the OctQber Fair: this WQuld suggest 
that the innkeepers were aggrieved because the impQsitiQn Qf trQQPs quarter-
ed Qn their premises was preventing them frQm fulfilling their traditiQnal 
rQle. 44 CrQydQn had been able to. Qffer 117 'guest beds' in 1686 and this 
had increased to. 781 in 1756. It is nQt PQssible to. calculate hQW many beds 
were actually available in the inns Qf the tQwn because the statistics fQr 
the secQnd date seem to. be based Qn parishes rather than Qn tQwns as pre-
viQusly. 
Inns,Qf cQurse, served meals to. travellers. JQhn Byng's early mQrning 
stQP at the "GreyhQund" has been mentiQned and his example WQuld be typi-
cal Qf day-tQ-day visitQrs. There were, hQwever, two. events which brQught 
much business to. the inns. The weekly market attracted cQuntry peQple 
frQm the vicinity and merchants frQm LQndQn, and Page stated that 'all 
these market fQlk dined at the variQus inns, where substantial dinners Qr 
Qrdinaries were prepared. 45 His descriptiQn Qf the trade at the OctQber 
Fair was expressed thus: 

... The variQus inns dQing a large amQunt Qf trade by enteraining the 
visitQrs with dinners,etc. At that well-knQwn hQstelry,the "GreyhQund" 
... upwards Qf 100 geese and a gQQdly number Qf pigs and ducks were 
prQvided and cQnsumed by them. Every puplic hQuse did a rQaring 
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trade in eatables and drinkables, besides a number of temporary dining 
rooms opened for the time. 46 

This would suggest that the market attracted a great deal of business for 
the inns but, since the 1759 petition expressed the belief that if the facilities 
of the inns were not available this would materially affect the fair, this 
should not be seen as one-sided dependence but rather interdependence. 
The inn could provide that service for which no other establishment had 
facilities. Banquets needed extensive accommodation and such have been 
recorded as taking place at the "Greyhound" and the "Crown". There was 
an annual dinner on Easter Tuesday known as the "Easter Dinner". This,
was held at the "Greyhound". Pelton has suggested that this event had some 
antiquity47 but the earliest reference found in the course of this study was 
in the Croydon Chronicle for 1857.48 Those present were described as 'a 
large number of the parochial clergy, and officers, together with most of 
the inhabitants who interest themselves in the welfare of the parish'. In 
1835 the Croydon Conservative Association was formed and its inaugural 
annual dinner was held at the "Greyhound", long associated with the Tory 
element in the county, 49 and one month later the East Surrey Reform Regis-
tration Society, the Whig-Radical group, held their inaugural dinner at the 
"Crown" .50 

Another form of social enterprise was the provision of assembly rooms. 
D. W: Garrow, writing in 1818, described them: 

At Croydon, are two very spacious and convenient rooms for this pur-
pose, having orchestras and proper accommodation for the band. One 
of these rooms is at the King's Arms inn, and the other at the Grey-
hound, where the gentry of the town, and its vicinity have a monthly 
ball,with cards for the amusement of those who may not be disposed 
to join the dance. The expenses are defrayed by subscription,and the 
assemblies are helg on the Monday after every full moon. 51 

This shows that the inns of Croydon could provide similar amenities to 
those inns in towns like Lincoln or Northampton, which were focal points 
in the lives of the gentry. Certainly this information from Garrow emphasi-
ses that the role of the town as a focal point for the surrounding area and 
shows how the inns had adapted to meet the demands of the gentry and the 
wealthy townspeople. 
Finally there were two types of society that were meeting regularly in the 
inns as the nineteenth century opened. The first were the Freemasons. As 
a result of an Act of Parliament of 1799 which suppressed unlawful societ-
ies, Freemasons' Lodges had to make returns of their membership to the 
Quarter Sessions. At Croydon the Patriotic Lodge, No. 206, met monthly 
on the Thursday 'next after the Full Moon'in the evening at the "Greyhound". 52 
A series of returns exist for the period 1799-1809'and the membership 
can be seen to fluctuate between eight and twenty-five, always including 
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notable residents from amongst the town's population. The other form of 
society was the Friendly Society. A survey of 1802-3 recorded eleven Local 
Friendly Societies in the parish Of Croydon with a total membership of 783. 53 
The Friendly Society tended to recruit its membership from a different 
class from the Freemasons, that is from the poorer section of the commun-
ity. These societies tended to be based on establishments. which were com-
ing to be known as public houses but, from amongst the inns, the "Black 
Lion" ,the "Green Dragon" and the "Ship" had Friendly Societies based 
on their premises. An Act of 1793 required them to be registered with the 
Quarter Sessions. 54 Their purpose was to provide members with financial 
assistance during incapacity for work resulting from sickDess or infirmity, 
and with payments on the death of a member or his wife. The first known 
Friendly Society in Croydon was established in 1764 at the "Running Horse" 
and the Croydon Amicable Society started at the "Ship" in February 1795. 

(iii) Education 
As community-centres the inns were vehicles for the dissemination of 
knowledge, but one example of a more specific role in education has come 
to light. Based at the "King's Arms" there was a Book Society.55 Men-
tioned by Garrow in 1818,it seemed to be an established part of the town's 
life. Its vitality enabled it to survive the establishment of the Public Libr-
aries and it eventually only came to an end in 1953. Its historic origins 
are not known but it quite evidently was not new in 1818. The purpose of 
the Society was: 

the desirable purpose of affording to many respectable and well-in-
formed persons, who may not have the means of procuring the numer-
ous publications of the present day, the opportunity of perusing in-
structive and entertaining books. 

The subscription was two guineas per annum and at the end of the year 
the books were disposed to the highest bidder at a meeting of the Society 
at the "King's Arms". 

(iv) Sporting 
In Croydon the inns had extensive sporting connexions. The "Three TUns" 
had a bowling green which was reputed to have been first laid in 1749. Its 
antiquity cannot be proved conclusively but it was certainly mentioned in 
the first Croydon Directory in 1851 56 and in 1857 the Croydon Chronicle 

. reported a bowls· match between the "Three Tuns" team and that of the 
"Hanover Arms" at Peckham.57 Another sport was catered for at the "Grey-
hound" where facilities for playing billiards was provided. Garrow com-
mented: 

For the amusement of gentlemen, who may be inclined occasionally to 
pass an hour at this pleasing game, Mr Boon at the Greyhound has 
fitted up a room, and provided a very good table at great expense.58 
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For each game during the day-time, a player was charged three pence and 
in the evening sixpence, 'on account of fire and candles'. 
The bowling green and billiard room are rendered of little consequence in 
comparison with the association between hunting and the Croydon inns. 
In 1882 J.C.Anderson wrote, 

The country round Croydon used to be famous for yielding abundance 
of sport to lovers of the chase, and several noted pa.cks of hounds were 
kept either in the parish or in the immediate neighbourhood. 59 

He went on to state that the hunting season in Croydon lasted from October 
to Easter Monday, during which time there might be two hundred hunters 
lodged in Croydon stables. Naturally not ail the stables were associated 
with the inns but the importance of the town as a major hunting centre in 
East Surrey brought much business to the inns of the town. That this was 
the centre of an important hunting area can be illustrated by Garrow. 

For those who are partial to this strong and healthy diversion Croydon 
is the centre of attraction, being situated in the midst of fine sporting 
country, in which are several noted packs of hounds. In the parish is 
Mr Maberly's fanious pack of fox-hounds kept at Shirley;at Croydon 
also Mr Thomas Meager keeps a pack of harriers. 60 

Not only was this fine hunting country but there was enthusiasm as well. 
This can be illustrated by a comment in the Surrey Standard which stated 
that 'Stag-hounds always have been a great source of attraction to Croydon 
and its vicinity'. 61 Kenneth Rydeprovided the earliest reference to hounds 
being kept in the town when he mentioned that the Duke of Grafton kept a 
pack in the town in 1735 but it has proved impossible to substantiate this 
remark. 62 

Mentioned by Garrow and Anderson, the "Derby Arms" livery stables 
would seem to have been the most notable livery stables in the town. In 
Jaunts and Jollities Jorrocks was described as using these stables. 
'Eschewing the Greyhound, they turn short right, and make for the Derby 
Arms hunting stables'. 63 Charles Morton, the proprietor from 1812 until 
about 1830, was of sufficient importance for Surtees to mention him by 
name. He provided stabling for the hunters and refreshment for the riders. 
An interesting point here is that whilst Morton ran the inn and the stables, 
the 1832 Directory 64 indicated that after his departure these two distinct 
functions were taken over by two men acting quite independently. This was 
just one result of increasing specialisation, which was making it impossible 
for the traditional inn to continue in existence. Another livery stable was 
kept at that time in a yard in the High Street. Later known as Smith's 
Yard, this was the yard of what had been the "Fox and Hounds". Possibly 
these stables were a survival of a time when there had been an inn on that 
site. These stables were convenient for the "Greyhound", the "King's Arms" 



120 The Inns of Croydon, 1640-1820 

and the "White Lion", the first of which was the point at which, according 
to Surtees, the Surrey subscription fox-hunt assembled. 
Another sport of importance within the town would have had an indirect im-
pack on the inns. It is believed that Queen Elizabeth I attended horse racing 
at Croydon three times in the 1580's and that James I encouraged racing at 
Croydon, a horse-racing centre before Newmarket which was established in 
the reign of Charles 1. 65 A race-course is. known to have existed in Croydon 
in the Parsons Mead vicinity, that is just west of the London-Brighton road, 
and half a mlle north of the "Crown". This was, in fact, in .close pro'ximity 
to the "Derby Arms" and this local activity may have influenced the develop-
ment and speciality of this particular inn. 

(v) Public Business 
The inn could be the scene of a public meeting. Garrow reported such a 
meeting, which occurred in 1812 at the "Crown" to discuss the establishment 
of a form of elementary education for the poor of the town. 6 6 The result 
was a school supported by voluntary subscriptions and donations, available 
to children of parents, who were known to have been born in the parish them-
selves, whatever their religiOUS background. That this type of public meeting 
was soon to be taken over by a different institution can be illustrated by a 
report in the Surrey Standard in 1835 of a meeting concerning the proposed 
railway.67 This was held at the Town Hall. Probably the rapidly increasing 
population was making it quite impossible for inns to continue to provide 
facilities for public meetings. 
Other smaller meetings of a governmental, administrative or legal nature 
were frequently held in the inns. They had long been the seats. of such activ-
ity. During,the English Revolution meetings of the County Committee of 
Surrey, the organ of government, when they were not held at the "Crane" at 
Kingston, were frequently held at the "Greyhound", Croydon. 68 Usually four 
or five committee men would attend, including the chief county figure of the 
time, Sir Richard Onslow of Clandon Park. When the County Committee 
meeting at Kingston wished to raise money in Wallington Hundred, the direc-
tive always included a reference to the "Greyhound", usually that payments 
were to be made there. For example, in 1645 an assessment for Fairfax's 
Army was to be accounted for to the Committee which was to meet at the 
"Greyhound" on 27 March 1645. 
The organs of local government might use inns as well. The Archbishop of 
Canterbury, as Lord of the Manor, held a court leet annually in May, when a 
head constable, two petty constables,and two head boroughs were appointed. 
This meeting is known to have taken place in the "Greyhound" at the end of 
the period. 69 The only form of lay local government that existed inthe town 
was the parish vestry: two abortive attempts to achieve municipal status 
had been made in 1691 and 1707 but the Municipal Corporations Act and 
the sheer volume of population notwithstanding a borough charter was only 
achieved eventually in 1883. The Vestry has bequeathed only a very sketchy 
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record of its proceedings but there are several references which indicate 
adjournments of meetings to local inns. 70 

One form of local administration was that of the Turnpike Trusts. A deed 
relating to the local trust responsible Jor the route from London through 
Croydon into Sussex has survived from 1747.71 This deed recorded that 
Thomas Blake had been appointed a trustee of the road improvements in 
place of Charles Hoskins who had .resigned. This decision had been made 
at the "Fox and Hounds" in the High Street. 
Another aspect of administration in which the inns were involved was as 
agents of the central government. The Post Office for Croydon was situated 
at the "Hare and Hounds" at Waddon until 1816. How this came about is 
not known but by the end of the period this function had been drawn to the 
centre of the town and was soon to become a separate institution. The 
"Green Dragon" was described in the 1851 directory as the "Corn Return 
Office" and "Inland Revenue Office" .. 72 Possibly the latter function is re-
lated to the fact that the "Green Dragon" was believed to have been the 
point at which the Royal Mail coaches stop{>ed,prior to the "King's Arms" 
taking over this task. There would, therefore, be a link between this esta-
blishment and the central government. 

Arbitration in disputes was frequently attempted and this would often be 
carried out at an inn. There are three major incidents of this in the seven-
teenth century in the town. In 1653 a dispute arose between Sir Thomas 
Walsingham, Rector Impropriate of Croydon, and Andrew Brograve concern-
ing the payment of tithes.73 It was agreed that arbitration should occur at 
the "Red Lion" and dinner was prepared, but at the last moment Walsingham 
failed to appear. In 1673 a petition of the townspeople was received by the 
House of Commons concerning the Vicar of Croydon, Dr Clewer, whose 
behaviour was antagonising the people of the district as well as being unbe-
fitting for a clergyman. 74 Sir Adam Brown and Sir William Haward were 
a{>pointed by the Privy Council to arbitrate between the inhabitants and Dr 
Clewer, and were dispatched to the town. 7 5 The investigation centred on the 
"George". Whether or not they stayed at the "George" is not known but 
there is a reference to a meal which was consumed there. Thirdly in 1682 
there was an abortive attempt at arbitration at the "George" in the dispute 
between Richard Shallcross, the owner of the "King's Arms", and his son-in-
law, George Legatt, who elaimed possession of that inn on the grounds that 
it had been promised to him at the time of his marriage to Shallcross' 
daughter. 76 The referee representing Shallcross refused to serve at the 
last moment, but Shallcross continued in possession because there is a deed 
which refers to a lease that he granted on the property in 1698.77 

Finally two other types of legal activity were associated with inns: payment 
of creditors,and inquests. Paget has referred to the case of Mr Anthony 
Sheppard and his wife, the Dowager Countess of Marlborough, residents in 
the parish of Croydon, who were in financial difficulties in 1708.78 Creditors 
were summoned to the "Greyhound" where part settlement was made. In-
quests are customarily associated with inns but no evidence of this has been 
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gleaned from inside the period. The earliest reference is in 1855 at the 
"Rising Sun", in the vicinity of which there had been a fatal accident.79 This 
was probably a late example and in view of the fact that later the coroner's 
court became a separate local institution, one could suggest that inquests 
were probably held in inns much earlier. 

(vi) Military 
During the English Revolution Surrey was not the scene of any major military 
confrontations but there were persistent troop movements through the county. 
The earliest reference to troops being present in the town in this crisis was 
December.1643.80 Parliament ordered the Committe,e for the Militia to send 
two Regiments to secure Kingston and Croydon against the King. As the 
largest town in East Surrey Croydon was a vital town to secure and the inns 
were utilised for refreshment and as billets. The most extensive military 
presence that ever occurred was probably in 1647 when General Fairfax 
visited the town. 8i He stayed there between 7 August and 10 August, 1647 
and he was described as having taken half his army there. This would have 
created a considerable demand in itself. In addition there appeafs to have 
been no appreciable interruption in the flow of instructions signed by Fairfax 
to Sir John Wollaston during this interlude. 8 2. In fact, on 9 August he signed 
twenty-three such instructions in comparison with the twenty-eight that he 
signed in Kingston on 11 August when he held a council of war. This evidence 
would seem to suggest that his headquarters staff also travelled to Croydon 
and that suitable accommodation was available. It has been suggested that 
he stayed at the "Greyhound" and the association between the strongly Par-
liamentarian County Committee and this inn would tend to support such a 
view, but no confirmatory evidence has been found. Certainly it is unlikely 
that he stayed at the "George", the other chief inn of that time, because in 
1648 there was an instruction from the Committee for both Kingdoms to 
arrest the innkeeper of the "George" .83 This would suggest that he was a 
dissident of some kind, and possibly he was the James Balls, an innkeeper 
of Croydon, who was mentioned in the List of Suspected Persons in 1655.84 

Fairfax would have been unlikely to have stayed at the inn of a known dis-
sident. 
The presence of a large number of troops in a town meant that billeting 
occurred. Bannerman assumed that references in the Parish Register to 
the deaths of soldiers at inns were evidence of troops being billeted on the 
premises.85 • If this was the case the "George",the "Crown",the "Gun" 
and the "Royal Oak" suffered under such an imposition. The "Ship", how-
ever, has provided what would seem to be the most conclusive evidence of 
billeting: a lease dated 1792 contained a reference to the 'Soldiers Room' .86 
A room was evidently kept especially for any soldiers billeted at that inn. 
The Barracks were constructed in the town in 1794 as a result of pressure 
from the townspeople, the circumstances being similar to those that brought 
the Guildford barracks a few years later. In 1759 there had been a petition 
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to the Secretary at War seeking the removal of the troops for the duration of 
the October Fair. 8 7 It was alleged that there were three troops of Lord 
Ancram's Dragoons quartered in the town and that only about fourteen of the 
licensed premises had stablings. The petition sought the removal of the 
troops 'for the better accommodation of persons resorting thereto, other-
wise we shall be deprived of almost the whole of our beds and stabling'. 
This petition was described as being from the 'principal innkeepers' of the 
town and was signed by seven people, of whom it has been possible unfortun-
ately only to identify the innkeeper of the "Green Dragon" . 
From some correspondence of 1782 it is possible to learn that a petition 
had been submitted in that year. This was on behalf of the innkeepers and 
signed by the townspeople. It was as a result of the discontents revealed 
that the central government was eventually prevailed upon to establish 
barracks in the town. The correspondence was from Lt. Col. R. Mason Lewis 
who would seem to have been the local commanding officer in 1782.88 He 
attempted to place in doubt the figures used by the petitioners but admitted 
that at least 62 fit horses were stabled in the inns, as well as some that 
were temprarily incapacitated. He claimed that some 'irresponsible' inn-
keepers had pulled down their racks and were using their stables for other 
purposes so as to avoid quartering of horses. It would seem that he had 
generally upset the people of the district, not just the innkeepers, because 
there is a letter dispatched from Croydon in November 1782 to the Secre-
tary at War in which he .mentioned the lack of co-operation of the J.P.' s which 
had amounted to positive obstructionism. Possibly there was exaggeration 
on both sides but it remains true that the central government saw fit to 
establish barracks in the town in response to the complaints of the towns-
people and the innkeepers. 
Another petition for 1800 is extant. 89 Signed by twenty licensees, this com-
plained that tpe burdens remained, barracks notwithstanding, because large 
numbers of horses were being quartered upon them, 'at one time to the 
amount of twenty seven toa house': Apparently the numbers involved were 
so large that the licensees were being forced to purchase London hay and 
straw at prohibitive prices. The result of this complaint does not survive 
but these petitions and letters c'an illustrate the habitual burden that the 
innkeeper s had to bear. 

(vii) Economic 
Auctions were frequently held at inns. The earliest known reference to 
such an occurrence was on 16 December 1769 when some freehold land at 
Broad Green was auctioned at the "Greyhound" .90 This was the only build-
ing in Croydon that could offer suitable facilities for such an event: it will 
be remembered that the "Greyhound" had an Assembly Room which may 
have been used to accommodate the crowd attending such a sale. A parel-
lel can be drawn with rural public houses in the twentieth century which 
are still used for such events. That no other similar amenities were avail-
able is possibly suggested by the fact that in 1783 when Stockendens Farm, 
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Limpsfield, was offered for sale by the Vestry, as the representatives of the 
parish of Croydon to whom the estate belonged, it was at the "Greyhound" 
and not at the Town Hall that this took place. 91 There probably was no 
alternative but than to hold the auction in the town's principal inn. 
The Croydon inns were widely known for one aspect of economic activity 
with which they were involved. From an Exchequer Court case in 1689-90 
that has already been mentioned it is evident that the greatest part of the 
corn that was marketed at Croydon was sold privately and not in the market-
place. 92 In this case the farmer of the Croydon market-tolls, John Puplett 
brought an action against seven Croydon maltsters who, it was alleged, were 
avoiding" the market-tolls. The action involved farmers, maltsters and the 
innkeepers, as well as numerous witnesses. Apparently the farmers were 
selling direct to the maltsters and no toll was being paid. Rooms in inns 
and private house.s in the vicinity of the market place were hired for the 
corn to be "stored so that, in fact, most did not therefore reach the market 
precincts. It was further alleged that this practice had led to the avoidance 
of the toll on technical grounds. No one had denied the existence of the 
rooms or that their purpose was for storage: it was the liability to pay toll 
that was at issue. One of the witnesses, John King, who, it was claimed, was 
over ninety-five years of age, stated that storage in the inn rooms had been 
the custom for over seventy years and that direct sale without payment of 
tolls had always occurred. The eventual outcome was that the action was 

. dismissed but not before it had become quite apparent that there was a 
sizeable trade in all types of grain. In his evidence Andrew Pope indicated 
that rooms were available for this purpose at the "King's Arms" the "Ship" 
the Three Tuns", the "White Hart"· and the "White Libn". Extant deeds ' 
verify the existence of such 'cornrooms' at the "Three Tuns" as early as 
1675,93 and the "King's Arms" in 1699,94 and there is a reference in 1692 
to an "Oatroom" at the "Ship" .95 These five inns that were associated with 
this trade were located at the southern! end of the market place, in the 
vicinity of the Town Hall which was the centre of the official grain 
For a short while, between about 1648 and 1672, there was a period during 
which large numbers of Trade Tokens were in circulation. These were 
issued by small traders in many areas in response to what amounted to a 
public demand, because there was a shortage of small coinage. This prac-
tice was stopped by a Royal Proclamation of .1672 which prohibited the 
issue of all such tokens. Two Croydon inns are known to have issued their 
own tokens: one token is recorded as having been issued by Robert Little 
of the "Three Tuns" in 166796 and another by Robert Lloyd of the "Grey-
hound" in 1668. 97 These two innkeepers at least would seem to have played 
a part in overcoming the difficulties caused by the shortage of coinage. 

(viii) Local hnportance of the "Greyhound" 
The "Greyhound" would seem to have had a local importance for greater 
than all the other inns. As the pre-eminent inn of the seventeenth century 
it had been the scene of the County Committee meetings and, even as the 
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nineteenth century took its course, it remained the principal inn. Reference 
has already been made to the local notables waiting at the "Greyhound" 
in 1835 when the Duchess of Kent passed through the town: they were await-
ing the arrival of the judges for the Assizes that were to be held in the 
town and who were to stay at that inn.98 The "Greyhound" seemed to have 
had a civic importance at that time, before the town achieved borough status, 
because in a borough visiting celebrities are usually welcomed at the Town 
Hall not in a local hotel. This particular instance would also illustrate the 
fact that Croydon was without specific accommodation set aside for judges, 
as there was, for example, at Leicester. Such was the adaptability and size 
of the inn that it could fulfill an offical purpose such as this. 
This local importance is reflected also by two events in the early nineteenth 
century. Pelt.on reported that after the trial of Queen Caroline in 1820 an 
address of congratulation was sent to her by the leading figures of the town. 99 
The party, who were to convey this message, departed in a carriage from the 
"Greyhound", to the accompaniment of the town's band. A similar example 
is reported in 1835 by the Surrey Standard, 

An address to the King, and another to Sir Robert Peel, from the inhabit-
ants of this town, and its vicinity, has been deposited for, signature at 
the Greyhound Inn, expressing confidence in that great statesman, 
regret at his reSignation an earnest hope that the country may still have 
the benefit of his services. We call upon every local inhabitant of 
Croydon and its vicinity to sign these addresses. 100 

In the twentieth century expressions such as these would be co-ordinated 
from the Town Hall, and yet in nineteenth-century Croydon the prinCipal 
inn performed thiS' role.  

CONCLUSION 

It has been argued that Croydon was the centre of economic and administra-
tive activity, as well as being the social centre, in East Surrey. The inns 
should be observed, and their importance assessed, in that ,context. Profes-
sor Everitt has written, 'The Elizabethan and Stuart inn has no counterpart 
in the modern world' .101 From his research on the inns of Croydon the 
present writer has reached similar conclusions. The Similarity between 
the modern hotel and the inn should not be over-emphasised: the inns ful-
filled a much greater role within the community. They should be seen as 
community centres. Not in the normal restricted sense of buildings where 
social events are conducted but as institutions which fulfilled a major role 
in the life of the community. 
That the townspeople of Croydon did depend on their inns can be illustrated 
by the petitions to the Secretary of State in the eighteenth century to which 
reference has already been made: it should be emphasised that many towns 
complained in a similar manner at that time. The inns of Croydon would 
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seem to have played a greater part in the life of the town because it was 
not a borough: thus in the absence of municipal institutions, the inns were 
able to become unchallenged centres of a, wide range of activities which 
elsewhere might have been within the purview of the municipal authorities. 
Croydon did have its specialities such as the 'Book Society' and the 'corn 
rooms' , but the functions of its inns were rarely unique. Indeed Croydon 
was not selected to prove uniqueness: rather this article should merely be 
seen as a case-study, illustrating the various functions of inns in the seven-
teenth and eighteenth centuries, as they occur amongst the inns of Croydon. 
Inns had existed before the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries but in 
those two centuries their development was conditioned by the requirements 
of an increasingly sophisticated community. With the rapid industrialisa-
tion of the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries the demands of the 
local community outgrew the capacities of this institution. The multi-pur-
pose inns were unable to meet the challenges of the nineteenth century. 
They either became hotels or public houses: neither of which have reflected 
the importance and central position that the inn had once held within the 
community. 
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