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NOTES
T h e  l i t e r a r y  s o u r c e s  o f  t h i s  p a p e r  h a ve  b e e n  q u o t e d  r a t h e r  f u l l y ,  a s ,  o w i n g  
t o  t h e i r  a g e ,  m a n y  o f  t h e m  a r e  n o t  e a s i l y  a c c e s s i b l e . W h e n e ve r  p o s s i b l e  
t h e  o r i g i n a l  p u b l i c a t i o n s  h a ve  b e e n  c o n s u l t e d .  O f  A b r a m  B o o t h  ( N ote  3)  a nd  
C e l i a  F i e n n e s  ( N ote  1 8 )  n o  o l d  p r i n t e d  e d i t i o n s  s e e m  t o  e x i s t .  T h e  s p e l l i n g  
o f  n a m e s  o f  p e r s o n s  a n d  p l a c e s  in  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  v a r i e d  c o n s i d e r -
a b l y ,  in  t h e  q u o t a t i o n s  in  t h i s  p a p e r  t h e  s p e l l i n g  i s  t h a t  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
s o u r c e s .

The a s pe c t of the  h is to ry of E psom Spa, fo r long bas ed on an anonymous  
a rtic le  in L l o y d ' s  E ve n i n g  P o s t  of 17 6 9 1, has  been a lte re d  by F. L . C la rk .2 
His re s e a rc h e s  in the Court R olls  of the  E psom Manor Court have  e s tab -
lis hed  the  loc ation of the Spa in the ’Leg of Mutton’ Clos e  at the we s t end 
of the High S tre e t. T here  re m a in however a number of points  s till to be  
explained, and the following notes  m ay c ontribute  towards  the c le a ring  up 
of the s e  q ue rie s . In p a rtic u la r som e d e ta ils  about the w e ll in the  town, 
d e s c rib e d  a s  s purious  by the w rite r of L l o y d ' s  E ve n i n g  P o s t ,  w ill be given, 
and re a s ons  be sugges ted fo r the rap id  dec line  of the  Spa a fte r only twenty 
ye a rs  of e xis te nc e .

The e a rlie s t mention of the E psom W e ll is  quoted by C la rk .3 In 1629  
Abram  Booth, who tra ve lle d  through many lands  on beha lf of the Dutch 
E as t India Company, d e s c rib e s  the w e ll a few ye a rs  a fte r its  opening.

T his  we ll, c a lled  Ips om -We ll, a fte r the ne arby villa g e , was  only d is -
c ove re d  a few ye a rs  ago, and made e a s ily a c c e s s ib le  at the expense  of 
this  s am e villa g e ; of which wa te r and its  e ffe c t s trange  things  have  been 
told and c onfirm ed to us , and e s p e c ia lly that it was  wonderfully healthy 
without any e ffo rt purging.
People  coming the re  took a few g la s s e s  of the mentioned wa te r—which 
has  a ta s te  d iffe re nt from  ord ina ry wa te i^ - a fte r which walking up and 
down, the s e  had in our opinion ve ry  good e ffe c t.

At the  tim e  the re  w e re  s till many people  coming, even s ic k people  too 
from  fa r away p la c e s , to drink the mentioned wa te r, and a ls o  to c a rry  
it with them in bottle s  and jugs .

T his  w e ll lie s  som e 10 o r 11 m ile s  from  London, and, a s  mentioned, a 
s hort m ile  from  Ipsom on the ris e  of a ve ry  la rg e  heath, whe re  one  
a lwa ys  finds  somebody who s e rve s  the vis ito rs  with g la s s e s  and othe r-
w is e .

F or the next 60 ye a rs  our only inform ation is  ind ire c t, Tho. Shadwe ll’ s  
Comedy E p s o m  W e l l s  (1673) , a ballad N e w e s  f r o m ^ E p s o m  W e l l s  (1663) , a 
ra th e r c rude  broads hee t F l o s  I n g e n i i ,  b e i n g  a n  e x a c t  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  E p s o m ,  
a n d  E p s o m  W e l l s  (1674)  [which it is  not! ], and Ogilby’ s map of 1675.



In E dmund Gibson's  tra ns la tion of Cam den's  B r i t a n n i a  ( 1695) , the re  is  an 
addendum (on p. 166) :

a t som e d is tanc e  from  hence  (Ashtead) is  Woodcote , a  p le a s ant s e a t 
among g ro ve s , much adorn'd  by the  widow E ve lyn la te ly de c e a s 'd ; to  
which be long those  m ed ic ina l W e lls , that ris e  in the  adjoining Common. 
T hey a re  tinc tur'd  with Allom , and of la te  y e a rs  a re  in so much re pute , 
a s  to oc c as ion a  ve ry  g re a t in c re a s e  of buildings  in the  p a ris h  of 
E psom fo r the  re c e ption and e nte rta inm ent of such a s  re s o rt hithe r 
fo r the  s ake  of the  Spaws , with the  d ive rs ion of the  Downs hard  by.

The tre a tis e s  on m ine ra l w a te rs  published in the s e  ye a rs , Jo rd e n 's  D i s -
c o u r s e  o n  M i n e r a l  W a t e r s  ( 163 1,163 2 , 1669 and 1673)  and M artin L is te r' s  
D e F o n t i b u s  M e d i c a t i s  A n g l i a e  (1684)  (two ed itions ) , do not mention E psom.

In 1684 Robe rt B oyle  published S h o r t  M e m o i r s  f o r  t h e  N a t u ra l  E x p e r i m e n -
t a l  H i s t o r y  o f  M i n e r a l  W a t e r s ,  a  tre a tis e  on the  exam ination of m ine ra l 
w a te rs , m e a s ured  the  dens ity of E psom W a te r am ongst o the rs , and propos ed  
to inve s tig a te  (on p. 90) 'from  what s a lts  the  P urg a tive  ve rtue  that is  found 
to belong to many of them, a s  E psom, B a rne t, Ac ton, e tc . do's  p roc e e d '. On 
26 June  and 3 Ju ly 1679, Nehemia Grew, S e c re ta ry  of the  Royal Soc ie ty, had, 
ac c ording  to the  Minutes  Book of the  Royal Soc ie ty, re a d  two p a p e rs  on the  
pre p ara tion of s a lts  from  m ine ra l w a te rs , but did not le a ve  them fo r public a -
tion. P e te r4 s ta te s  that Grew re fe rre d  to E psom on this  oc c a s ion. In 1695  
Grew published his  T r a c t a t u s  d e  s a l i s  C a t h a r t i c i  a m a r i  in  a q u i s  E b b e s h a -  
m e n s i b u s  which d e s c rib e s  in d e ta il the  s a lt p re p a re d  from  E psom w a te r and 
its  m e d ic a l ind ic a tions , and the re by e s ta b lis he s  the  name of E psom Sa lt, s ti ll 
in us e  today. In 1698 Nehemia Grew took out a  Patent (No. 354) fo r 'The Way 
of Makeing the Sa lt of the Purge ing  W a te rs  p e rfe c tly fine  in la rg e  quantitie s  
and ve ry  Cheape, so a s  to be commonly p re s c rib e d  and taken a s  a  Ge ne ra li 
Medic ine  in this  our Kingdome'. Meanwhile  o the rs  had s een the opportunity 
c re a te d  by Gre w ’s book, and had s ta rte d  to m anufac ture  the s a lt in com-
pe tition to Grew. In p a rtic u la r, a  c hem is t, F ra nc is  Moult (who was  a  m em ber 
of the Company of Apothe c a rie s , London)5 went even to the  troub le  of tra n s -
la ting  and publishing Gre w 's  T ra c ta tus  under Gre w 's  nam e without Gre w 's  
p e rm is s io n .6*7 T his  c aused Gre w to have  the  book tra ns la te d  o ffic ia lly, and 
this  tra ns la tion was  published in 1697. In 1699 B enjam in Alle n published  
his  T h e  N a t u ra l  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  C h a l y b e a t  a n d  P u r g i n g  W a t e r s  o f  E n g la n d .

Whether it wa s  the  dispute  between Grew and Moult which dre w Alle n 's  
attention to E psom o r not, Alle n d e s c rib e d  on p. 122 ff.

E psom W a te r wa s  the  fi rs t of the  Purging kind d is c ove r'd  in E ngland, 
viz  1630, o r soon a fte r. The H ill is  a  c la y of a  brown c o lour and re d -
d ish; and whe re  the w e lls  a re  m ore  g re y. The W e ll is  about twe lve  
foot deep; the  E arth whe re  the  Spring  is , a fforded  the  Se le nite s  p le nti-
fu lly  Of the  p riva te  W e ll which wa s  newly s unk,I inform 'd  my s e lf
by examining the E arth c a s t out of it, which I re c e iv'd  of the  owner 
M r Sym onds , toge the r with this  Acc ount. The upper E arth, fo r two Spit 
deep, wa s  the  s am e ; then they c am e to a  ha rd e r and L oam y, which



la s te d  about s even fe e t; then to a  lo o s e r, which s parkle d  with s m a ll 
Se le nite s , a s  at the  publick W e ll; this  held fo r two fe e t, whe re  they 
c am e at the Stones  and W a te r toge the r: The W a te r in Sum m ertim e  
flo w ’d in at the  ra te  of an Ale  b a rre l in 24 hours . Below the Se lenite s  
they c am e at a  dead heavy E arth and black, partaking  of Iron, under 
which was  the common dead L oam, o r Corte x of the  M ine ra l Region: 
And though they dug thre e  o r four fe e t de epe r, ye t ne ithe r wa s  W a te r 
o r the  fo rm e r s igns  found .. .  The W a te r is  m ode ra te ly c le a r, of T as te  
b itte r, toge the r with a  maukish Sa ltis hne s s , not m a nife s tly L ixivia t, 
but a  little  of the ta s te  of the  s econd s a lt of Sa lt M arine  and of that 
C e lla r Sa lt that is  g a the r’d by things  hanging in the middle  of C e lla rs , 
and not what fixe s  to the  w a lls .

It is  sugges ted that we have  he re  the  w e ll on which the  future  spa wa s  to 
be founded, and we s e e  that it wa s  c e rta in ly not spurious  a s  a lleged  by the  
L l o y d ' s  E ve n i n g  P o s t  w rite r.

John Symonds  is  mentioned by C la rk 8, his  land was  bordering  on that of 
Anne E m ers on in the South. In the  M anoria l Surve y of 16799 on p. 28,

John Symonds  Cla ym e s  to hold by copy of Court Roll one p a rc e ll of 
land conteyning one Rood p a rc e ll of A Clos e  of land la te  of Humphrey 
B eanes  E sqs . Deceas ed Abutting on A Lane leading towards  Wood-  
c ott on the E a s t p a rt upon the lands  of the s a id  John Symonds  on the  
We s t p a rt and on the lands  la te  of the  s a id  Humphrey Beane on the  
North p a rt

and his  land on which this  p a rc e ll b o rd e rs , on p. 81,

John Symonds  Claym es  to hold by F fre e  deed One M es suage  One B arne  
One Stable  One Garden One Orc hard and One Clos e  of Ara b le  land 
conteining One Ac re  and an ha lfe  thereunto Adjoining Abutting on the  
lands  of Ka therine  Beane widow on the North p a rt on the lands  of Aid. 
Sta rling  on the South and We s t p a rts  and on the highway on the E as t 
p a rt.

The Highway on the E as t of the  land de s c rib e d  cannot be any othe r than to -
d a y’s  South s tre e t which in 1675 on Ogilby’s  map is  shown a s  the main 
road  to Ashtead , although it is  in the  e a rlie r e ntry d e s c rib e d  a s  ’a Lane  
leading towa rd s  Woodc ott’ .

T his  is  the  land on which John Symonds  dug the w e ll d e s c rib e d  by Benjamin 
Alle n  in 1699, p re s um a b ly with no other purpose  than to obtain a convenient 
w a te r supply fo r his  land, without suspec ting that it would yie ld  anything  
but p la in w a te r.

M eanwhile  Grew had been m a lic ious ly ac c used  of p la g ia ris m  in some other 
m a tte rs  and the va lid ity of his  patent had been attac ked. He the re fo re  
as s igned  his  patent to J o s ia  P e te r who undertook Gre w ’s  defence , and in 
1706 published a  book10 containing te s tim onia ls  by a  la rg e  number of 
a uthoritie s  te s tifying  fo r Grew, a  jus tific a tion of the Patent, proving Grew  
to be the  fi rs t inventor, the us e fulne s s  of the produc t to the g e ne ra l public ,



and Gre w ’s  a b ility to s a tis fy the  demand, and a s harp  attac k on F ra nc is  
Moult and his  b ro the r George  and othe r in fring e rs  of his  Patent. Nothing 
has  so fa r been found as  to whe ther the m a tte r c am e  to c ourt, but an obi-
tua ry in the  L o n d o n  J o u r n a l , and in the  B r i t i s h  J o u r n a l  of 27 May 1727  
d e s c rib e s  George  Moult under a  Bath date  line  a s  ’an eminent and ric h  
Chym is t of this  City’ .
The c om m e rc ia l p ote ntia litie s  of Symond’ s  w e ll w e re  taken up by John 
L ivings ton, apothec a ry. V e ry little  is  known of this  p e rs on so im portant 
in the  h is to ry of E psom Spa, but he m us t c e rta in ly have  been a  good b us i-
ne s s m an. In 1701 he a c quired  the a va ila b le  p a rt of John E lm e r’s  land11, 
only two ye a rs  a fte r John Symonds  had dug his  w e ll a  few ya rd s  away.
In 1707 he a d ve rtis e d  (in the  D a i ly  C o u r a n t  on 22 M arch, 10 and 12 April)  
the opening of the new e s tab lis hm ent, shops , Bowling Green and Pumproom  
on E a s te r Monday of that ye a r, 14 Ap ril (old s tyle ) .
In 1711 B enjam in Alle n  published a new edition of his  book12 and again 
g ive s  a  de s c rip tion of Symond’s  w e ll, with some m ore  d e ta ils  than in the  
pre vious  edition.
He s peaks  of ’Symond’s  W e ll, in the  Town’13 and on p. 6

Of Symond’ s  w e ll which I vie w ’d Two days  a fte r the Digging of it,I  
re c e iv’d the  following Acc ount from  the  Men im p loy’d in the s inking  
of it. The upperm os t E arth wa s  the s am e  with that of the H ill, fo r a  
foot, o r Two F e e t deep; then they c am e to a  ha rd e r, and m ore  p ro p e rly  
a Cla y, which la s te d  fo r Six o r Seven F e e t; and then they c am e to a  
lo o s e r c la y, which wa s  s parkling  a s  if Sa lt o r Gla s s  had been m ix’d 
with it; this  held fo r a  Foot o r Two, and then they c am e to the  Stones , 
meaning the  Se le nite s ; of which those  in the  F igure  w e re  some that I 
re c e ive d  the re . Below the bed of the  Se le nite s , he s a id , the  E a rth wa s  
a b la c k, dead and heavy L oam, and reputed  to pa rtake  of Iron, on which 
w e re  some hard  Clods , c o lle c te d  like  m ore  te nder s tone s . The bottom  
of that fe rre o u s  L oam, wa s  the  common dead L oam. T he re  w e re  not 
any of the s e  s igns  found de epe r, nor any w a te r, tho’ they dug lowe r by 
T hre e  o r F our F e e t, The W a te r did not come p le ntifully in, but oosed  
at the  ra te  of about a  B a rre l in 24 hours , a s  he had found upon the  
emptying i t . . .  The Purging Condition of the W a te r is  owing to a  Sa lt 
which it conta ins , in Quantity of about ha lf a  Dram  in a  P int, and is  
white , and shot into s m a ll S tiria e * .14

He adds  la te r

E psom W a te r in S u rry, ne a r the top of the  H ill, W e s te rly  One, the  other 
in the Town, in a  re dd is h Cla y, and b rittle , the  Depth of the  W e ll is  
about 12 fe e t. The Hill he re  and the re , hath ve ins  of B lew L oam; Chalk  
is  found in a  la rg e  P it at the  end of the  Town. The W a te r is  m od e ra te ly  
c le a r, of T a s te  b itte r, jo in ’d with a  maukish Sa ltis hne s s , a  little  of the  
T as te  of the  Second Sa lt of Sa l M arine , and of the Sa lt gathering  to 
Things  in C e lla rs .15

* i.e ., c rys ta llis e d  in s m a ll (Needles  or F lake s ) .



We s e e  that Symond’s  W e ll wa s  in town, and is  the  only w e ll mentioned  
the re  and that its  w a te r wa s  b itte r. Sure ly Alle n  would have mentioned it 
if the re  wa s  another w e ll c lo s e  to it, e s p e c ia lly a s  by 1711 L iving s tone ’s  
Spa wa s  in full swing. It s e e m s  ve ry  probab le  that the w e ll which L iving -
s tone  us ed wa s  in fa c t Sym ond’s  w e ll d e s c rib e d  by Alle n. No othe r eye  w it-
ne s s , inc luding Ce lia  F iennes , has  s een the  w e ll its e lf, a s  the w a te r a c c ord -
ing to the L l o y d ' s  W rite r wa s  pumped from  the w e ll to the  a s s e m b ly room s . 
B enjam in A lle n ’s  de s c rip tion p rovid e s  the c onc lus ive  evidenc e  fo r C la rk ’s  
argum ent16 to the  genuinenes s  of the w e ll in town. The yie ld  of the  w e ll, 
given by Alle n , wa s  only s m a ll, some 30 ga llons  p e r day, and probab ly soon 
p rove d  ins uffic ie nt fo r the  demand. T his  may be the  re a s on why L ivings tone  
ac quired  the  le a s e  of the old w e ll, and augmented his  supply in this  way; a  
c ons id e rab le  p a rt of the w a te r wa s  anyway sold away from  the w e ll in 
b o ttle s .17 Inc identa lly, the ’s am e  man at the we ll, ke epes  it, s e lls  c offe e  
the re  a ls o ’ mentioned by Ce lia  F ie nne s 18 is  m ore  lik e ly re fe rrin g  to the  
new w e ll and does  not n e c e s s a rily  im ply the combined ownership of the  
w e lls .

One fa c t illum inating  the  bus ine s s  acumen of L ivings tone  is  shown on 
Owen’s  re p rin t of Ogilby’s  Map of 1720. Whils t the map its e lf had not been 
brought up to date , the re  is  a  m a rg ina l note, that

a t E psom (de s c ribed  above) is  held a  M arke t Weekly on Fryday, and 2 
F a irs  Y e a rly, Viz 24 Ju ly & 29th Septem ber, obtained & put in fo rc e  
la te ly  by M r. John L ivins ton Apothic a ry in that Town who is  the  p re -
s ent P ro p rie to r of the M arke t and F a irs .

As  the  M arke t and F a irs  a re  mentioned by T oland20 this  must have  taken 
p la c e  b e fore  1711.

The c onte m pora ry de s c rip tions  of the  Spa, by Ce lia  F ie nne s 18 , Danie l De-
fo e 19 , T oland20 , and Aub re y21 a re  not s uffic ie ntly c le a r to enable  us  to 
draw any de finite  c onc lus ions . Aubre y quotes  ve rb a lly22 Benjamin Alle n ’s  
d e s c rip tion of 1699, im plying that this  is  the  w e ll in town, and T oland’s  
le tte r to E udoxa in fu ll2 3 . T here  is  some c onfirm ation of the  qua lity of 
the w a te r of the w e ll in the  town from  ye t another s ourc e : In 1723 John 
B rown, Chym is t, F .R .S ., s ta te s  that by then m os t of the ’E psom S a lt’ wa s  
m anufac tured  from  the ’B itte rn s ’ le ft a fte r the  c rys ta llis a tio n  of common 
s a lt from  Se a  W a te r, at Works  ne a r Portsm outh and at N ewc as tle . He 
c a rrie d  out som e experim e nts  to c om pare  the s e  s a lts , and w rite s  (on p.
377) :

In o rd e r to have  a Standard fo r the s e  E xpe rim ents , I purpos e ly got 
my frie nd , M r Hyet, Apothe c a ry at E psom (whose F id e lity I could de -
pend on) to boil me down som e of the ir W a te rs , which he did from  the  
w e ll in the  Town, and s ent me a s uffic ient quantity of the Sa lts , to 
a ns we r the  Purpos e  I wanted them fo r.24

In 1727 L ivings ton died, his  Spa c ollap s e d , and E psom bec om es  the re s id e n -
tia l town it has  been e ve r s inc e . In 1728 Nathaniel Salmon w rite s :

The M ine ra l W a te rs  of E besham have  made that p la c e  frequented, and



drawn a  c onc ours e  of thos e  that re tire  a ls o  fo r P le a s ure , being n e a re r 
the  Town than those  of T unbridge, and b e tte r s ituated  fo r Airing  and 
Sp orts . The Cours e  upon the Downs ne a r Ca rs ha lton, is  now a lm os t 
neg le c ted , fo r a  new one la id  out within thre e  m ile s  of L e there d , in a  
m ore  e lig ib le  P la c e , a t le a s t fo r its  neighbourhood to the  W e lls .25

In 1735, E psom is  s till mentioned in the  B a t h , B r i s t o l , T u n b r i d g e  a n d  E p s o m  
M i s c e l l a n y , but the only a c tivity d e s c rib e d  is  the  Rac e s . In the second edi-
tion of Defoe ’s  T o u r  of 173826 ,w e  find the de s c rip tion of the  ha s - b e e n Spa  
given by Cla rk .27

In 1756 L uc as  s ta te s  that he

could not now get s ight of the  s pring ; be c aus e  it is  c ove re d  with a  
building and has  a  pump s e t in the  s ourc e  fo r ra is ing  the  w a te r. . .
I s ha ll g ive  it its  d e s e rve d  p la c e  he re ; a s s ure d  that howe ver neglec ted  
from  our p re s e nt love  of nove lty, it is  equal, if not s up e rior to such 
a s  now a ttra c t the public  a ttention.28

As  we s e e  from  the a rtic le  in L l o y d ' s  E ve n i n g  P o s t  of 17691 ,the  a c tivity  
of the  E psom W e ll continued s till on a m inor s c a le . The e xport of bottled  
wa te r a ls o  p e rs is te d  fo r many ye a rs : In 1767 in Dale  Ing ram ’s  A n E n q u i r y  
in t o  t h e  O r i g i n  a n d  N a t u r e  o f  M a g n e s i a  A lb a  a n d  t h e  p r o p e r t i e s  o f  E p s o m  
W a t e r s  ap p e ars  an a d ve rtis e m e nt:

The E psom W a te rs  and M agnes ia  a re  sold by W. Owen, the M inera l 
W a te r Ware hous e , ne a r T em ple  B a r; at M o rris ’s  Coffee  House at 
E psom; and by Dr Ingram  in Arunde l S tre e t, who p re p a re s  M agnes ia .

The s am e  Dr Dale  Ingram in 1773 in the  G e n t l e m a n ' s  M a g a z i n e  te lls  of 
’A new w e ll w a te r d is c ove re d  a t E psom and c om pared  with H a rrig a te ’,29 
the  w e ll wa s  firs t sunk in 1767, to a  depth of 39 fe e t, containing about 26 
fe e t of w a te r, but Ingram  does  not g ive  any indic ation of its  loc a tion. The  
ta s te  of the  w a te r is

ra th e r nauseous  and b ra c k is h , somewhat d is a g re e a b le , like  to a  s ta le  
egg. The s m e ll ve ry  foe tid , insomuch a s  to s c ent the room  much like  
the  washings  of a  foul musquet.

One wonders  what kind of w a te r that w a s !

In his  tre a tis e  on the C h e m i c a l  H i s t o r y  a n d  M e d i c a l  P o w e r s  o f  t h e  M o s t  
c e l e b r a t e d  M i n e r a l  W a t e r s  W illia m  Saunders  w rite s  in 180530 that

4 to 5 s ixths  of the  Sa lt from  E psom W a te r is  sulphated m agnes ia , 
mixed with a few m uria ts  [ i.e . c hloride s ]  such a s  that of lim e , and 
probab ly m agnes ia , which re nd e r it ve ry  d e liq ue s c e nt.. . ,

and in a tab le  at the  end of the  book

ne utra l purging s a lt 40 g ra ins , and 8 g ra ins  s e le nite  and e a rthy  
c arbonate  [ i.e .: c a lc ium  s a lts ]  in an E nglish Wine pint of 2 8 .7 5  cub. in.

In the  M i r r o r  o f  L i t e r a t u r e 3 1  of 1833, a  d e s c rip tion la rg e ly based on



PownaH’s  H i s t o r y  o f  E p s o m 3 2  and the re fo re  on L l o y d ' s  E ve n i n g  P o s t  is  
given. It s ta te s :

The W e ll is  p re s e rve d , a s  a re  a ls o  the  old w a lls  which inc los e  the  
garden; but the s pring  is  now only vis ite d  by c urious  s tra ng e rs , who 
have  little  o r no fa ith in the  M ine ra l W a te rs .

The m ore  a s tonishing is  the  s ta tem ent by Whita c ke r who quotes  the  magne-
s ium content of the w a te rs  a s  n il, but s ta te s  him s e lf ’T here  must be some  
e rro r, in asm uch a s  Sulphate of M agnes ia  is  known as  E psom Sa lts  from  
its  oc c urre nc e  in this  W a te r’ .33 An e rro r the re  c e rta in ly is : Whita c ke r 
quotes  M. Ga irdne r, E s s a y  o n  t h e  N a t u ra l  H i s t o r y  o f  M i n e r a l  W a t e r s  (1832) , 
who in fa c t s ta te s  the M agnes ia  content of E psom W a te rs  a s  *0’ , quoting 
Daubeny (1830) . Now Daubeny in 18 3 0 ,published a p a p e r34 on the o c c u rr-
ence  of Iodine and B rom ine  in c e rta in  m ine ra l w a te rs  of South B rita in; 
E psom is  amongst the s e  (which fa c t again p ro ve s  that the w e ll wa s  s till 
in us e  then). He g ive s  some not ve ry  c om prehens ive  a na lys e s  and, in a ll 
c a s e s , inc luding Cheltenham, being inte re s te d  only in the B rom ine  and Iodine  
fig ure s , le a ve s  M agnes ia  blank. Ga irdne r two ye a rs  la te r re a d s  this  blank 
a s  ’0 ’ and this  in turn has  been ac c epted by Whita c ke r a s  the only fig ure  
a va ila b le . F o r Cheltenham W a te r the re  e xis t some la te r re lia b le  a na lys e s  
by F . A. Abe l and T . H .Rowney35 which show c ons id e rab le  amounts  of Mag-
nes ium  in p la c e  of Daubeny’s  b lanks . No modern a na lys is  of the E psom  
W a te r has  been published. The old We ll on the common is  d e s c rib e d  on the  
6- inc h Geolog ic a l Map36 ’The Old W e ll, 2 4 ’ to W a te r, E psom S a lts ’ . T here  
is  no indic ation of a  we ll anywhere  ne a r L iving s ton’s Spa. But on Sheet 
TQ2060 NE of the 50 - inch map of 1962 the re  appe ars  a ’d isus ed w e ll’ on the  
land once owned by John Symonds  which p os s ib ly could have  been L iving -
s ton’s w e ll.
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