
E x t r a c t s  f r o m  t h e  B u l l e t in s  o f  1 9 7 1 - 2  
( N o s  7 3 - 9 2 )

February (No. 74)

Coulsdon: Saxon knives from Cane Hill cemetery
During December the second writer was informed that Mrs. G. V. Clarke of 
Catford had four Saxon knives from Cane Hill Hospital, which had come in
to her possession. They measure 45/8 in., 5 in., 5V2 in., and 7 in. and were 
still wrapped in the paper on which Sir James Moody, once Superintendent 
to the hospital, had mounted them. The paper bore the title Cane Hill print
ed on it and was dated in his handwriting Feb. 2nd, 1914. Moody, who was a 
member of the Surrey Archaeological Society, reported in 1912 that several 
skeletons facing east and a knife with each were found in a field near his 
residence and on the opposite side of the valley from Farthing Downs 
(S.A.C.XXVT, 139-140), on L.C.C. Land, which must have been the grounds 
of Cane Hill Hospital. From this particular find, a skull is now on display 
in Horniman Museum, and parts of five skeletons, (originally in the Royal 
College of Surgeons* collection) are now in the Natural History Museum.
Before this, however, since the building of Cane Hill Asylum and from 1873 
onwards, there were reports of skeletons found with knives, swords, spears 
and beads, and it seems that there was a Saxon inhumation cemetery of 
some size at Cane Hill, found scrappily at various times, with no surviving 
material apart from that recorded by Moody. As it is, the existence of the 
four knives was hitherto unknown, and we are accordingly most grateful to 
the people responsible for saving these,—the relatives of the late Sir 
James Moody, Mr. C. H. C. Marvin, of Forest Hill, and to Mrs. Clarke for 
presenting them to the Croydon N.H. & S. Society.

(Muriel Shaw and Lilian Thornhill).

Croydon: Two flint implements
During 1970 two flint tools were found on separate occasions in Shirley, 
Croydon. A flint axe was found by the writer in her garden, (TQ36316578). 
It has been shown to several experts. Mr. Desmond Collins writes: *it is 
fairly surely a Mesolithic axe, but it has an unusually strong patina*. It 
is of river gravel, roughly flaked and stained brown, but has some finer 
pressure flaking at one end. Another axe was reported by Mrs. Edwards, 
of Palace View, Shirley, (TQ 36686506), whose husband found it while gar
dening. She has placed it in the custody of the Croydon Natural History & 
Scientific Society until they achieve a local museum. It is a beautiful 
object, an Acheulean ovate, four inches by three inches. One face has a 
creamy patina and the other shows a blue-grey flint, streaked with white.



It has been shown to Mr. Collins, who writes: ’the hand-axe should probably 
be classified a Cordiform. It could be Mousterian of Acheulean tradition, 
or belong to an Acheulean stage of about ’Riss’ age.’

(Lilian Thornhill).

April (No. 76)

A  Late Bronze Age Socketed Axe from the Thames
A late Bronze Age socketed axehead has been found by Mr. Fisher, of 11 
Campbell Road, Weybridge, an employee of the Thames Conservancy, while 
raking over material which had been used to build up the banks of the Pen- 
ton Hook yacht basin. This material had previously been dredged from the 
Thames, somewhere between Teddington and Windsor. The axe is in good 
condition except that there is a recent chip off one corner of the cutting 
edge. There are three ribs on each side and a loop at the socket end. It 
measures 11 cm. long, 5. 5 cm. across the cutting edge, 4.5 cm. across at 
the centre. The axe has been reported to the Thames Conservancy Collec
tion at Reading Museum, and will be displayed in the Weybridge Museum.

(Avril Lansdell).

Effingham: Roman Coin found at TQ 121535.
An As of Tiberius (AD 14-37) with reverse showing the seated figure of 
his mother Livia was found in the autumn of 1970 by Dr. C.T. Sutton on 
ground being prepared for a football pitch at Effingham, in circumstances 
which suggested that it was probably disturbed from its originkl position, 
but had not been brought to the site with soil from elsewhere. The coin is 
in good condition.

(Felix Holling).

Godstone: Finds of worked flint (TQ 364488, 352517 and 364510)
Mr. Darby has reported further finds of worked flint from the Godstone 
area. (See Bulletin 34, October, 1967). Two more small blade fragments 
have come from Mr. Darby’s own garden (TQ 364488) .on the Wealden Clay 
and half a dozen more pieces—mainly of distinctly mesolithic appearance— 
have been found near Bay Pond (TQ 352517) which reinforce the earlier 
finds. Two small flakes have also been found near Diana’s Fountain (TQ 
364510) a new site.
More importantly, however, Mr. Darby reports the find of a leaf-shaped 
arrowhead of translucent brown flint from a neighbour’s garden at South 
Godstone (TQ 362517). It closely resembles, in shape and size, an unstrati
fied specimen from Maiden Castle termed by Wheeler a ’willow leaf’ 
arrowhead (Maiden Castle, 1943, Fig. 42 No. 37). Tip broken but originally 
approximately 5 cm. long.

(D.J. Turner).



Mickleham: Roman Coin Hoard found at TQ 175534/
A hoard of 24 coins of Crispus and Constantine I was found recently by 
Mr. A. White of Leatherhead very close to the line of Stane Street on 
Mickleham Downs. Mr. White found one coin on the surface, and located the 
rest by means of a metal detector. They were grouped close together and 
were probably dropped or buried in a leather or fabric purse. All are well 
preserved and one at least retains a coating of silver. The date of the coins 
is given by Mr. R. A. G. Carson of the British Museum, Department of Coins 
and Medals as from AD 317 to 322, and a note including his identification 
of the individual coins will be published in the Surrey Archeological Col
lections.

(Felix Hollin

May (No. 77)

Woldingham: ’Tin1 coin found at TQ 374563
In June, 1970, Mr. N. Reynolds of Slines Oak Road, Woldingham found a coin 
in his garden and reported it to the writer in March 1971. It has been sub
mitted to the Department of Coins and Medals at the British Museum, who 
report as follows:
TAn ancient British 'tin' or speculum coin. This specimen is an early ex
ample of tin coin type (which has been widely found over South East Eng
land). The dating is 50 B.C. to A.D. 50 approx., this piece being placed very 
early in that range. Early examples of this coinage are somewhat rare and 
are of importance in the study of the development of this series of coins.
The obverse shows the crude head of Apollo facing left. The reverse is a 
crude representation of a charging bull/
There are no other recorded finds of a similar date from Woldingham.

(Mary Saaler).

June (No. 78)

Egham: Manor Farm (TQ 012715)
Members of the Egham-by-Runnymede Historical Society have recently 
carried out the recording of this building, the property of the Egham U.D.C., 
which has been converted into an Old People's Day Centre.
Manor Farm comprises a two-storeyed timber-framed hous
lar plan, with subservient additions at the north and south ends and at the 
rear.
The original building was erected late in the sixteenth century. It is of 
four bays, with one of the central bays occupied by a massive axial chimney-



stack. This bay is narrower than the others and contains the principal 
staircase and entrance lobby.
The ground floor bay north of the chimneystack was presumably the service 
area, where cooking and other domestic activities took place. This bay con
tained a modern bread oven; which probably replaced an earlier one.
South of the chimneystack bay was presumably the principal livingroom, 
for it contains some remarkable wall paintings, contemporary in date with 
the erection of the house. The paintings were carried out in dry colour 
using a glue size on the clay and straw plaster infilling between the hori
zontal and vertical timber framing. In six sections, the paintings depict 
goats, a lamb and a deer feeding upon palm fronds. The timber supports 
were decorated with scrolls and symbols, using the same medium. On the 
reverse side of this wall (the fourth bay) the plaster infilling and timber 
supports are treated in a like manner, the decoration being a repetitive 
pattern of floral motifs. On the upper storey, beneath modern brickwork, an 
original moulded plaster fireplace was uncovered.
The roof space is of considerable interest as it seems to have been origin
ally used to provide extra living accommodation. A fireplace remains in 
position on the central stack and the queen-strut, collar and tie-beam trus
ses are so arranged as to allow access throughout the length of the roof with 
the minimum of inconvenience. The most likely explanation is that the space 
was used for bedrooms for the servants or farmhands who lived in.
The original planning arrangements at Manor Farm are of great signifi
cance in the evolution of the post-medieval house. Formerly accommoda
tion in a house of this social status had been provided by a large central 
hall extending through the full height of the building, flanked at either end 
by rooms on two storeys. The hall, which was the principal living-room 
around which most of the domestic life of the household revolved, was 
heated by an open hearth. By the middle of the sixteenth century, increas
ing prosperity and growing demands for more comfort and privacy com
bined to render obsolete the communal arrangements of the Middle Ages. 
Older houses were remodelled by the insertion of a chimneystack, which 
allowed the former open hall to be divided horizontally into two storeys, 
whilst new houses were built of two storeys throughout. Of the new house 
types evolved to meet contemporary demands, the most lasting solution was 
provided by houses of the Manor Farm type, whereby all the services such 
as the entrance lobby, fireplaces and staircase were compactly provided 
within one narrow bay, leaving the rest of the building free for domestic 
requirements. It was such a successful house type that examples continued 
to be built as late as the nineteenth century and, consequently, Manor Farm 
is particularly important as an early survival of a house type that was 
later to be built in increasing numbers throughout the country.
The murals have been restored and are now in the Egham Library, Council 
Offices, and Old People's Day Centre.



July (No. 79)

Esher: The Fullinga Die
You can trace the Cobham-Esher parish boundary bank and ditch across 
the common from the Portsmouth Road at Spa Bottom to the source of the 
Rythe at the western end of the grounds of Copesham Rise. In the first 
half of the 11th century, when Esher belonged to Eynsham Abbey, the bound
ary ran by the 'wyrtwala', perhaps edge of a wood, to the 'red holt' (wood), 
thence to the 'old die', and from there to the 'alor broc’ now called the 
Rythe, the 'alder brook' from which Arbrook Common gets its name. 'Old 
die' seems to imply an obstruction which the parish boundary crossed, per
haps at right angles, and might even yet be traceable climbing from the 
low ground to the east of the Black Pond towards Esher village. It might 
even be the 'Fullinga die' (ditch of the tribe of Fullingas) which formed the 
eastern boundary of the foundation grant of Chertsey Abbey about the year 
675, having been constructed previously to delimit an early tribal territory 
of the invading Saxons. Later it might have been used as a boundary be
tween the manors of Esher Episcopi and Milbourne, and there is reference 
to a Bound Post parting these manors in the Cobham bounds of 1815. 
Significantly the Bounds of Milbourne, 1781, refer to a post 'marked E.M. 
to denote the junction of the two manors. And from thence Eastward along 
an old ditch to an old post upon an Antient Road crossing the said Ditch or 
Mound which is called Greenway... ’
Can somebody find traces of the ditch before the new road cuts across the 
common?

(T.E.C. Walker).

September (No. 81)

Woking: Cripplegate Cottage (SU 992581)
The owners of Cripplegate Cottage, Dr. and rs. D. A. Martin, reported that 
traces of wall paintings had been found during re-decoration. As a result 
of this report the house was visited by the President of the Society, Mr. J. L. 
Nevison, who found dull red oil-bound paint on plaster underneath later 
layers of wallpaper and paint on a dado. Above this dado, showing through 
plaster, were traces of oblong panels, with double frames (wreath or ribbon) 
all round, quarter circle sectors at each corner, and in one case a full circle 
double-line medallion in centre. Although these frames probably contained 
pictures, these were not visible through the plaster and it was not con
sidered that the expense of stripping was warranted. It was suggested, 
however, that as the house itself was interesting, it should be visited by the 
Mayford History Society, and a note on it written for this Bulletin.
Cripplegate Cottage is a two-storey timber-framed building facing North, 
and comprises two bays on the West, a narrow bay containing the chimney



stack in the middle, and a cross wing at the East end. Externally the two 
bays on the West have the timber-framing exposed, but the cross wing has
no structural timber visible. The West gable end is half-hipped with gablet.
In the interior there is a considerable amount of timber visible in the walls 
of both parts of the house, and on the ground floor the beams and joists 
supporting the upper floor are unceiled. The ground floor room at the West 
end is very low pitched, and this was presumably the service end of the 
original house. A beam a few feet from the West wall of the next bay shows 
that there was a cross passage, which still has a doorway at its South end. 
The joists across the larger part of the room are mortised into this beam, 
but rest on the top of the beam in the East wall. Although this would seem 
to indicate an open hall, chambered over when the chimney was added, and 
the gablet would support this theory, no trace of soot could be seen on the 
roof partitions to confirm it.
From the evidence available, of which a brief summary has been given 
above, it appears possible that the original house consisted only of the two 
West bays of the present building, and that it may have had an open hall, in 
which case it is unlikely to have been built later than the middle of the 
16th Century. If this supposition is correct, the chimney bay, and the cross 
wing, would have been added later, perhaps in the next century. Full notes, 
made by the writer, have been deposited at Castle Arch.

(L.E. Quelle).

Limpsfield: Medieval Coin from Lankeys Mead (TQ 402527)
A silver half groat of Edward III from the London mint (Pre-Treat, Series 
C (1351-2), cf., J. J. North, English Hammered Coins Vol. n, no. 1148) has 
been found at Lankeys Mead, Limpsfield, by Mrs. Doreen Jarrett in whose 
possession it remains. The coin was identified by Mr. Stewart Lyon, M.A.

(Mrs. K. Percy).
Lambeth: Stockwell Park Road (TQ 309762)
Following a report by the owners of the discovery of a brick structure and 
pottery fragments in the back garden of 84 Stockwell Park Road, the South
wark & Lambeth Archaeological Society undertook a one day rescue exca
vation on the site.
A horizontal circular brick drain lOin. in  
layer of stoneware kiln waste material was found stratified above the drain. 
Three types of kiln furniture were found, rods, bars and props or pads, to
gether with fragments of kiln bricks. The pottery consisted of small stor
age bottles, jugs, large wine or spirit containers, and spirit or wine flasks. 
The latter were impressed with the names addresses of wine or spirit 
merchants. On the evidence of the marked pieces the group can be dated to
c. 1837-46, which would appear on documentary evidence immediately to 
predate or be contemporary with the construction of the house and there
fore also the drain. No known stoneware existed in the area and thus this,



and the absence of other types of stoneware kiln furniture, such as saggers, 
would suggest that the material was probably sold as hard core, presum
ably from one of the Lambeth stoneware potteries.

(J. Bloice and D. Imber).

October (No. 82)

Croydon: Neolithic Axe from Pampisford Road (TQ 319635)
A small axe, three and three-eighths inches by two inches was found by Mr. 
Jonathan Cotton in allotment No. 87, Pampisford Road, and handed to Mrs. 
Lilian Thornhill for recording. It will be published in the next issue of 
Croydon N. H. & S.S. Proceedings. It is of a brownish-grey flint and one 
side has patches of discoloured patination. It has a pointed butt and is 
roughly triangular in form. The flaking is rough and it is unpolished. 

(Croydon N.H. & S.S. Newsletter 7).

Morden, Church of St. Lawrence
Having obtained the necessary authority the Parish Church Council put into 
operation their plans for the large-scale clearance of monuments in the 
graveyard and work commenced in April 1970. In the weeks that followed 
the east, west and south sides of the graveyard were cleared and some of 
the broken stones were used as hardcore for new footpaths. The work 
came to a temporary halt in September and it is not now expected to con
tinue until 1972. The proper disposal of surplus stone and the financial 
situation are the key factors in this operation. The only monuments to be 
retained are those claimed by relatives and those of significant historical 
and scientific interest.
In order to make a valid claim  
programme is being undertaken by the writer into the history of the parish 
and its inhabitants. In addition he is carrying out a complete survey of the 
monument inscriptions for record purposes. Unfortunately insufficient evi
dence was available at the beginning of the work and a number of monu
ments were destroyed before a claim could be made. However, some suc
cesses were achieved. Of a total of about 810 graves and 31 cremation 
burials, some 183 graves have been cleared. 68 have been retained by rela
tives, 35 are of historical and 13 of scientific interest (includes 6 classi
fied under both headings). Further claims for retention are still being 
made. The graveyard includes a number of graves without monuments.
The cleared areas have now been roughly levelled and grassed over.
A by-product of the research has been the request by the Church Council 
for information prior to the reprinting of the booklet ’The Story of Morden 
and its Churches’ by Canon Livermore.

(W.J.Rudd).



November (No. 83)

Morden: Stane Street (TQ 252679)
Drainage works have been carried out during the summer months on the 
G.L.C. playing field in the north-east sector of Morden Park. During the 
cutting of the channels observations were made on the course of Stane 
Street. The channels were cut to an overall depth of 18in. on slightly slop
ing ground, and in general they sectioned the top soil and did not penetrate 
the London clay. Nothing was found to indicate the presence of a road.
This area of the park was part of the ’paddock’ enclosed by John Ewart in 
1770. During the war (1939/45) and after it was cultivated as allotments 
and about 1952 was levelled and made into a playing field by the then L.C.C. 
It is possible that the Roman road was destroyed during levelling or may lie 
at a deeper level relatively undisturbed.
Observations were made during the early stages of the construction of the 
new Merton Technical College (TQ 250675) in 1970 and in 1971. Apart 
from what appeared to be the foundations of early farm buildings (Morden 
Park or Church Farm) nothing could be added to what had previously been 
found in 1959 (Turner, D. J., (1960), Lond.Nat., 39, 130-132).

(W. J. Rudd).

East Clandon: A Possible Roman Dwelling Site (TQ 058524)
A coin found in a newly tilled field at East Clandon by a 13 year old school
boy, Richard Kerr, has been identified as a sestertius dating from the time 
of Faustina (the wife of Marcus Aurelius, Emperor from A.D. 161 to 180.) 
This find has led to further discoveries.
In an area of about 100 square yards a large quantity of coarse pottery has 
been found. Types of pottery range from that used in the 2nd century to that 
of the 4th century. Pieces of three mortaria (one of Wiggonholt pottery) 
were found and also a number of flint balls which have been rubbed smooth.
Also found in the area were: fragments of roof tile, scraps of Samian ware, 
a few badly corroded metal objects, lumps of slag and furnace bottom, and 
a part of a quern stone.
The very great amount of pottery found seems to indicate more than casual 
occupation of the site, and the range of types and dates points to reasonable 
length of occupation.
The field where the finds were made is part of the Ryde Farm Estate, 
owned by Sir Charles Forte, and has recently been cultivated to a depth of 
18 inches.

(Mrs. F. G. Kerr).



December (No. 84)

Beddington Roman Villa: Beddington Sewage Farm (TQ 298658)
Croydon Natural History and Scientific Society report an inspection of this 
site, in August, by representatives of their and other societies and the De
partment of the environment, to assess the possibility of damage by mech
anical sludge shifting then in progress.
Apprehension appeared to be justified and it was understood the Depart
ment of the Environment's representative would endeavour to arrange the 
placing of markers to indicate the depth to which disturbance should be 
limited.
This site was excavated c. 1870 (S.A.C. VI. 117-21) and in 1963 (S.A.C. LX. 
37-44). The published route of the M. 23 motorway passes safely west of 
the k̂nown remains but these could be endangered by changes resulting 
from any re-siting of the, as yet, unfinished Beddington interchange or by 
movements of machinery and material involved in building the motorway 
embankment.
It can be assumed that when the sewage farm was laid out, c. 1870, remains 
were encountered only when trenches were sunk for drains. Romano- 
British and Saxon burials in the comparatively near vicinity imply that 
habitation sites of both periods may lie in the path of the motorway, across 
this farm, and be buried by the embankment. Observation of work in pro
gress might not reveal these, as the surface might not be broken to a suf
ficient depth.

(K. A. Pryer).

Wallington High School for Boys (TQ 28906501)
During April and May this year a small excavation was carried out by the 
London Museum in the grounds of Wallington High School for Boys on the 
site of a proposed school extension. The work was by kind permission of 
the London Borough of Sutton and was carried out by members of the school 
and the Beddington, Carshalton and Wallington Archaeological Society. 
Originally known as Bunkers Field, the site has in the past yielded much 
archaeological material including Iron Age and Saxon pottery in excava
tions carried out in 1922/23 (S.A.C. XXVI), and in 1970 further sherds of 
EIA period were found at a distance of some twenty metres from the pre
sent site while new cricket nets were being installed.
It is therefore disappointing to report that in what initially appeared to be 
such a promising area no archaeological features, apart from one possible 
post hole, came to light. All the finds came from the 80cm or so of topsoil 
overlying the Thanet Sand on the surface of which was a layer of large flint 
nodules presumably derived from the nearby chalk. The pottery consists of 
240 small sherds of coarse hand-made fabric and includes one handle, six



rim and two base fragments. It is reddish brown in colour and contains 
large particles of calcined flint grit. The flint material, the bulk of which 
would appear to be Mesolithic, consists of a mass of waste flakes and 
several cores, scrapers and blades. It is hoped to publish a fuller report on 
the pottery and flint at a later stage.

(Alison Laws).

1972

February (No. 85)

Merstham: Priory Mead (Church Meadows). (TQ 288536)
Excavations in the copse alongside Priory Mead, Merstham have now stopped. 
Through this copse ran the old Merstham road continuing its way from 
Quality Street across Gatton Bottom and up through Marling Gap. It used 
to be the High Street of Merstham, and was closed when the Croydon-Rei
gate Turnpike road was built in 1807. Earlier maps show houses or cot
tages along it, and it was hoped to trace them by excavation. Small sherds 
of medieval pottery had been found in the area and a site was chosen as 
free as possible from trees and undergrowth.
In the first of twenty-two trenches three features were revealed which have 
since dominated the whole excavation.
Feature 1. A wall, stone based and topped by two courses of brick in 
English bond, 69 metres long, interpreted as the remains of a boundary put 
up by Thomas Joliffe when he closed the old Merstham road. Both ends 
are well finished off. There was no trace of any other walls.
Feature 2. Dumped soil, which was found in most trenches. Pottery asso
ciated with it ranged in date from late medieval to nineteenth century, but 
without true stratification.
Feature 3. Below the dumped soil an occupation layer rested over a floor 
of large flints, Merstham stone and chalk packed hard together. Beneath 
the floor was the grey clay of the subsoil.
Another interesting feature was a clay-lined gully filled with rubbish and 
which turned out to be a slit-trench from the Second World War. In the soil 
dumped alongside the trench by the soldiers was a coin of George HI, 1775. 
Four other coins have been found—a jeton of the late sixteenth century in 
the top soil, another, also sixteenth century, west of the wall, a George n 
coin of 1754 in the garden of the adjoining property which was part of the 
garden of Merstham House until the 1920's and a silver penny of Edward I 
(1272-1307) east of the wall and in association with oyster shells, iron slag 
and medieval pottery.
A disused driveway leads through the site, towards Merstham House, now 
destroyed. It had very solid rubble foundations, topped with pebbles. Be



neath it were several stratified layers, the bottom one containing articulat
ing sherds of post-medieval combed Staffordshire ware.
Two structures were noted quite near the site: a grotto, presumably built 
with the first Great House by Thomas Joliffe in 1790—which will be destroy
ed by the motorway, and a small brick garden shed, probably originally an 
outside closet of the late eighteenth or early nineteenth century.

(Margaret Trier).

Putney, Sefton Street. (TQ 232760)
This excavation previously reported on in Bulletin 71 was completed in 
November. Small sherds of Neolithic pottery found consisted of nine pieces 
of grit ware, five pieces of leached out shell ware, and two possible wall 
sherds of Peterborough ware. Additions to the flint assemblage include 
some wedge shaped knives, one having a 90 degree curve edge, some fine 
central sections of snapped blades maybe parts of a composite sickle or 
knife, a number of awls, one utilised from a broken flake blade and another 
made from a piece of a polished implement.
The area excavated appears to have been a chipping floor sloping down to 
the Beverley Brook, but as the concentration of potsherds increases in the 
uphill direction we hope shortly to open up an exploratory trench in a gar
den at a higher level than the existing site.
Mudlarking expeditions along the Thames foreshore produced an early Neo
lithic flint axe completely undamaged and with a rounded, trancheted bit in 
perfect condition. An early Iron Age sword with part of its scabbard was 
also retrieved, this is presently being processed by the London Museum.

(S. E. Warren).

Woldingham: Flint Axe from Park View Road (TQ 368557).
Mrs. A. Atherton of The Hermitage, Park View Road, has reported the find
ing of a polished axe of pale grey unpatinated flint, about 4 inches long and 
convex in shape. It is slightly worn at the cutting edge. The butt end is not 
polished. It is a fine example of a Neolithic axe. Mrs. Atherton found it in 
January 1971, while gardening, near the surface, and reported it to the 
Bourne Society in July.
Other Neolithic flint tools have been discovered in Woldingham, some on 
The Green (NGR TQ 3695587), which is near Park View Road. (Ordnance 
Survey Records).

(Bourne Society Bulletin 66).



February (No. 85)

Old Coulsdon: Masonry and pottery (TQ 317577)
Mr. K. Raffield of 113 Waddington Avenue, has reported the discovery of 
flint walls and pottery in his garden. The walls are probably the boundary 
wall of Taunton Farm House, which is adjacent to Waddington Avenue. This 
was the manor-house of the sub-manor of Taunton, and the present build
ings may date in part from about 1230. The Knights of the order of St. 
Thomas of Acre established a hospice there at about this date. (See 'Short 
History of Coulsdon’ by U. Broadbent). The pottery dates from about 1250 
to Victorian times. It consists mostly of local wares, but includes some 
German stoneware of the type imported from Cologne in the 16th century.
The owner of Taunton Farm House also reported the finding of about 150 
glass beads, some unfired, in his garden. It is thought they may have fallen 
from the rosaries of the monks. The Maltese cross of the order is carved 
on the remains of the kingpost roof of the Great Hall.

(Bourne Society Bulletin 66).

May (No. 87)

A Re- Used Medieval Grave-Slab in Guildford Museum
In the course of compiling a list of medieval grave-slabs in Surrey, the 
writer recently found a previously unrecorded specimen in the basement of 
Guildford museum, where the curator Mr. F. W. Holling very kindly allowed 
him to examine it. The slab is believed to have come to the museum many 
years ago from Abbot's Hospital, where it had been taken from Holy Trinity 
Church.
The monument is broken in two and much mutilated; two large sections are 
missing and appear to have been cut off deliberately. However, enough re
mains to tell that the slab was originally tapered and decorated at the 
edges with a double-hollow moulding. An inscription in incised Lombardic 
letters ran along the upper hollow, but only two small fragments now re
main, reading... ’AR:ICI:PASSEZ:PVR:L'...  and... 'DE:PARDOVN:A'... 
These are parts of a common type of formula offering the passer-by a cer
tain number of days of 'pardon' in return for prayers. The surviving por
tion of the slab is 33 inches long and 5 inches thick, and tapers in width 
from 22V2 to 19V2 inches. From the style of the lettering, it can be dated to 
c. 1325-50.
Upon the surface of the slab are the indents of brasses of a much later 
date, indicating that it was re-used in the 16th century. Indents exist for an 
inscription-plate 14 inches square, surmounted by two shields of charac
teristic Tudor shape, each measuring six by seven inches. The slab was 
probably cut down to its present size when these brasses were added.

(W.J. Blair).



June (No. 88)

An Ancient Trackway in the Weald
Survey work preceding the construction of the M23 motorway has uncover
ed an ancient trackway in the weald. The first indications were noticed in 
Hathersham Lane, a bridle road following the Nutfield-Bur stow parish 
boundary. Parts of the lane were sunken and the southern half lay between 
a substantial bank and ditch on either side. Excavations (TQ 31004473) by 
the Holmesdale Archaeological Group directed by Mr. and Mrs. Frank Har
vey showed that the trackway was partially surfaced with bloomery slag 
and was at least 4m wide. Two late thirteenth-early fourteenth century 
horseshoes were found. 
Further investigations have shown bloomery slag at other sites along this 
parish boundary. To the north the boundary follows Prince of Wales' Road 
where any earlier trackway would be obliterated. However more slag was 
found where the boundary leaves the road (TQ 31484772), and in field dit
ches at TQ 31764941 and 31764969.
A flux gate gradiometer survey by Mr. A. J. Clark 
ham Lane showed very little sign of the road, but more slag was observed 
along the boundary at TQ 31054397 and 30954304, and a scatter of it in a 
ploughed field at TQ 30954281. A new ditch at the end of Hathersham Lane 
sectioned a side track (about lm wide) which was shown only just to enter 
the field at TQ 30904422.
The date of the trackway is difficult to ascertain. A hedge survey, taken 
before the motorway work started, suggested an eighth century date. The 
Saxon evidence for Burstow, Thundersfield and Hathersham and the coinci
dence with the parish boundary implies the trackway was there in the Saxon 
period if not earlier, although present evidence points to the slag being 
medieval repairs to the track rather than Roman construction material.
The trackway might have linked the mid-wealden trackway system via Old 
Hollow, Worth to the four and a half miles investigated. To the north the 
Roman bath house at Pendell Court is significant if the trackway dates 
from that period. Stanstead Road, Caterham is another name indicative of 
an ancient trackway and lying on the line of this discovery.

(G. P. Moss).

July (No. 89)

Windlesham: Possible Roman Road Section on M3 Motorway (SU 932631)
Both side ditches of the motorway show a band of pebbles with a little 
broken tile, 12in. below the surface, 18in. thick and approximately 30ft. 
wide on a bearing of 345° Grid, which aligns to the north with Windlesham 
Church SU 930637, on high ground, and to the south with a gravel ford over



the Windle Brook at SU 934625, with 'Broad Street' at SU 938608 and with 
another gravel ford over the Bourne at SU 940603.
This alignment could be a continuation of the Rowhook-Farley Heath branch 
road from the Stane Street (Margary No. 151) and if so is apparently head
ing towards the Roman Temple site at Weycock Hill SU 821777 and the 
ford over the Thames below Hambleden Lock at SU 787845.
The route of the road from Jelley's Hollow TQ 067426 has been plotted to 
Windlesham; those interested may obtain a sketch map from the contribu
tor.

(O. F. E. Charleton).

August (No. 90)

West Horsley Parish Church: Wall-Paintings
The recently-discovered wall-paintings on the west wall of the nave are 
now under restoration. The paintings are dated 1200 and have been covered 
with lime-wash since the Reformation. The finished work on the north side 
shows a giant-size figure of St. Christopher and the Christ-Child. The 
colour used is predominantly red with the addition of yellow in the hair and 
beard. The right hand and head of the staff are lost where a later doorway 
for a gallery was cut in the centre of the wall, but a band of roses appears 
to sprout from the head of the staff in two directions. Across the folds of 
the garments is a scroll upon which letters can be detected and fragments 
of the words 'Christopher' and 'Jesus' would seem to be there. The painting 
technique was a combination of fresco and secco. The St. Christopher would 
appear to be in a remarkably fine state of preservation.
On the north side of the wall work is still in progress, but it is apparent 
that there are strip pictures in three tiers with decorative bands between, 
and these extend around the corner on to part of the south arcade. The 
upper tier represents the Crucifixion and the middle tier shows the Scourg
ing.

(H.W. Forder).

October (No. 91)

Ripley: Worked flints
The writer has recently deposited a collection of flints from the Ripley 
Sewage Works in Guildford Museum. The material which has been recorded 
by Mr. F.Holling, apparently indicates a hitherto unrecorded Mesolithic 
site in loamy sand close to the river.
The collection consists of a large number of complete and snapped blades, 
very few of which show signs of being utilised. There is however an end



scraper on a blade and a possible blunted back point. Later flint work prob
ably from the Neolithic or Bronze Ages include a fabricator and a rough 
scraper, there are also two rough cores, as well as many waste flakes. 
Associated with the flints are numerous oyster shells and burnt flints.

(R. P. Belsey).
Rudgwick, Sussex: Acheulian Hand Axe
The writer has recently acquired an interesting Acheulian ovate hand-axe, 
it was found several years ago in the parish of Rudgwick, Sussex, in Lyn- 
wick Street, 400m. (approx.) south of the Surrey border. The exact find 
spot is unknown but TQ 085341 is thought to be fairly accurate. The finder 
was the late Mr. Ford, of Wisborough Green.
The axe is 12cms. long, 7cms. wide, and 3cms. thick through the centre. It 
weights 349gms. It is not flint but a heavy mudstone, Mohs hardness scale 
3-4. The patina varies from pale cream to dark brown.

(Sylvia Standing).

November (No. 92)

Addington: Coin Find (TQ 381623)
The discovery of a Roman coin at Addington, Croydon, was recently report
ed to the Bourne Society:
A small silver coin 1. 7 cm. in diameter, 1 mm. thick.
Obverse: Inscribed D. N. GRATIANUS P. F. AUG. showing profile of the 
emperor.
Reverse: A seated female figure holding a spear and trophy inscribed 
URBS ROMA LUG P.S.
This is a coin of the Roman emperor Gratian (367-383 A.D.) minted at 
Lyons. It was found in the garden on the surface by Paul Brazier, 82 Park
way, New Addington, Croydon. The site is not far from the London-Lewes 
Roman Road.

(Mary Saaler).

Esher: Sandown Park (The Warren) TQ 13956508
An excavation was carried out at TQ 13956508 to examine the strata at a 
point on the hillside where redeveloping was to destroy the ground. The 
examination confirmed the findings of the post-war investigation that the 
occupation level did not extend down the hillside. (See Ant. Journ. Vol.
XXVI and XXVII). With the co-operation of the contractors a watch is being 
kept on soil removed from this area. So far nothing of interest has been 
seen.




