
C o b h a m  I n c u m b e n t s  a n d  C u r a t e s

by T.E .C. WALKER

INTRODUCTION

Why did Cobham,not a very rich living,attract such eminent rec tors ?
Why did Chertsey Abbey continue to have rectors  instituted long after it 
had papal permission (in about 1190) to appoint vic ars ?  And where did 
the incumbents live ?  It is  possible to give some sort of answer to the last 
question.

In 1465 the Abbot of Chertsey was licensed by Bishop Wainflete of 
Winchester to appropriate the church provided that he endowed a perpetual 
vicarage and distributed an annual sum among the poor of the parish.1 
The vicarage was endowed with the rectory house and garden, the barns 
excepted, and an annual sum of 14 marks.2 It is  reasonable to identify 
the rectory house with the 'parsonage,T which in 1536 was let to laymen, 
and had been so let (since 1465?) to ’former farmers ,' indicating that the 
new vicars  did not live there. A small cartulary relating to Chertsey Abbey 
and Cobham at the Surrey Record Office3 recites  an indenture of 13 March 
1536 between John Corderey, last Abbot of Chertsey, on the one part, and 
Nycholas Nycholls, clerk, and Nycholas Stanshall, gentleman of Dorking, on 
the other part, by which the abbey let the parsonage, the greater and les ser 
tithes, a barn to be built by the lessees , and pastures and all other profits  
belonging to the parsonage, in the same manner as former farmers  had 
held and occupied it, but reserving the right of nominating the vicar. The 
lease was to start on 24 June and to last for 30 years, the rent of £21 to be 
paid by instalments at Christmas and Midsummer. Within three, or at the 
most five, years  Stanshall was to build a barn of five bays, each bay of 
12 feet, the barn to be 20 feet wide, and the posts 14 feet high. The building 
was to be covered with good tiles , and should be built on such ground as the 
abbot should appoint. It was to be built at the cost of Stanshall, but the 
timber could be taken from the lordships of Cobham and Bookham in such 
places as the abbot should decide, the abbot 'to have all the off all of the 
saide tymber tryes .' Stanshall was to keep the barn in proper repair, and 
was to hand it over in good condition at. the end of the lease. The abbot 
would 'beare all the costes and charges of the highe chauncell of the parish 
churche of Coveham' saving only 'brede waxe and wyne for masses to be 
Celebrated at the highe alter . . .  the which shal be founde' by Nycholas 
Stanshall. The abbot would pay all tithes, subsidies, and other charges on 
the parsonage. The lessees  were not to sublet without leave, and unless the 
quantity of tithe corn and hay were too great it should not be laid elsewhere



than in the barn. Rychard Heybourne, gentleman, and Edward Lusted, yeoman, 
both of Dorking, entered with the lessees  into a bond of 100 marks to ensure 
that the conditions were carried out. In 1598 Agas4 referred to a lately-built 
parsonage barn adjoining Appletons (still a well-known property on Leigh 
Hill).
We get another landmark in 1717. Then, in exchange for the vicarage house 
and garden, together with the 14 marks a year, Mrs Weston, the lay im-
propriator's  widow, gave the vicar an annuity of £ 25 and 'the parsonage 
house together with the gardens and the Little Barne . . .  and all those  
lands (being part of the Glebe belonging to the Rectory Impropriate of 
Cobham) containing 15 acres near the said parsonage house and the common 
called Cobham T ilt.’ The trustees were to pay the £ 25 to the vicar out 
of the tithes of Cobham Court Farm placed in their hands by Mrs Weston, 
and out of the same tithes were to pay the annual sum due from the lay 
rector (as they had been from Chertsey Abbey) to the Bishop and Dean 
and Chapter of Winchester and to the Archdeacon of Surrey, and should also 
repair the chancel of the church, the usual burden of the rector. The 
trustees were Henry Vincent, eldest son of Sir Francis Vincent of Stoke 
d'Abernon; John Butterfield, rector of Stoke d'Abernon; and Hugh Shortrudge 
of Slyfield, Doctor in Divinity, who made his mark instead of signing, 'he 
haveing the Gout in his Hands.'5 From the foregoing it is  c lear that this 
rectory, later parsonage, later vicarage, is the house where the vicar was 
living in present memory, and which is  named as 'Vicarage' on fairly 
modern maps. The existing vicarage in Hollyhedge Road was firs t occupied 
by an incumbent in 1923, and the old vicarage was named Woodend.
From 1465 to 1717 most of the vicars  seem to have lived to the south of 
the church. In 1593 the churchwardens paid 8s 4d for mending the 'vickeryge 
house,’ and in 1631 we learn that the church ’paynes’ (lengths of churchyard 
fencing) began at the ’vicaridge gate.’ Buck's Corner (lately Corner 
Cottage) was not the vicarage although the court rolls  of Cobham say that 
before 1766 it was called Church House. Agas refers  to this Church House 
in 1598, indicating that the vicarage lay to the east of the property.6 The 
Smyth family was living at Church House in 1710 (burial register). At the 
same time there appears to have been another 'Church House,’ perhaps 
really the vicarage which the Rev. William Weston, rector of Ockham, had 
possibly taken over for his own use. Weston, 'Impropriator at Church House,' 
is mentioned in 1695 (baptismal register),and was still there when he died 
in 1716 (burial register). It may be that Weston moved into the vicarage from 
Pyports after the death of his firs t wife in 1692, justifying Aubrey's remark 
that 'the Lay Impropriator sacriligiously fattens on the Revenues of the 
Church, and enjoys what neither in right, Reason, or Consc ience was ever 
designed for or belongs to the Laity.'7 When Weston's widow made the new 
settlement in 1717 she was perhaps merely safeguarding her occupancy of 
a house she had long lived in. In 1699 Lionel Coles re fers  to the household 
of the vicar 'whether dwelling in the vicar's  house or elsewhere'(see below 
p. 212) . In 1700 William Tucker, Coles’s successor, states that he did not 
reside until near five months after his institution though Coles had left the



'vicarage' on 24 June 1700 (see below, p. 212). Perhaps he could not at once 
find a house.
Our rectors  appear to have been highly educated men of affairs , with un-
endowed vicars  to do the local work. There were many exchanges of liv-
ings. 'This had become so common that brokers set themselves up to 
accommodate those who were anxious for an exchange, and the system of 
'chop-churches’ came under episcopal disfavour.'8 Owing to gaps in the 
records the following lis t of incumbents is  hardly likely to be complete.

PART I-RECTORS

(1) 1166. Aymer de Fureth He was rector in the time of another Aymer 
who was Abbot of Chertsey about 1166. A group of Cobham documents re -
corded in the Chertsey Cartularya begins with a deed by which Aymer the 
rector sells  to Aymer the abbot, and the abbey of Chertsey, for ten marks 
of s ilver, all the lay fee which he held of them in Cobham, Chertsey, Egham, 
and Thorpe. It is impossible to be certain in every case which parcel of 
property belonged to which parish, and in the following notes property known 
to be outside Cobham is  not mentioned. There was 'in the vill of Cobham 
land of Odo de la Hulle (Odo of Leigh Hill?) with the appurtenances which is  
their Vienagia and five acres beyond the water and one messuage which was 
of Richard Emelot. And land which was of Aylwin Hickel with the appurten-
ances which is  called Huckelescroft, and Wolcroft. And one other messuage 
which was of the mother of Siward the Merchant. And one dwelling (haga) 
which was of E lpeis, formerly wife of Maurice the Knight. And one dwelling 
next the house of the priest and land which lies  before the church and one 
place which was of Edward the Smith (Fabri).V
About 1189 Bertram, Abbot of Chertsey,had a dispute with 'A.',rec tor of 
Cobham, which dispute was settled by Godfrey de Lucy, Bishop of 
Winchester. The abbot said that certain of the above-mentioned land be-
longed to the lay fee of the abbey, but 'A. ’ asserted that this property be-
longed to the church of Cobham. The dispute concerned one virgate which 
Odo de la Hulle held, and five acres  in a certain island beyond the water.
And two dwellings in the vill of Chobham which Richard Telarius (Weaver) 
and Aylwin hold. And 2s of rent yearly for one virgate which is  called 
Hikellescroft and six acres  at Wolcroft. It was agreed that 'A.' should pay 
4s to Chertsey every E aster, and should be allowed until his death to hold 
all the tenements he was wont to hold in the manor of Cobham freely and 
quietly.
(2) 1218. Adam de Ivelcestre (Illchester) He became Dean of Salisbury 
on the resignation of Richard Poore in 1215. He was the dean who called 
the canons together to consult as to the removal of the see from Old Sarum. 
This was carried out in 1218, and the foundations of the present cathedral 
^ ere laid in 1220 a few months before Adam died at Sonning in Berkshire 
where he had probably gone on a prebendal visitation. He was buried at



Salisbury. a As rector of Cobham he had a tithe dispute with the Abbot of 
Chertsey in 1218.b
(3) 1224. Michael In this year the quarrel about Aymer de Fureth's pro-
perty broke out again between the rector (Michael) of Cobham and the 
Abbot of Chertsey, the description of the parcels being practically the same 
as in 1189. The Bishop of Winchester adjudged most of the property to 
Chertsey. But the church of Cobham had long possessed Wolcroft, a ditched 
and enclosed alder grove called 'lehezemore,' and a land called Brembel 
acr' (Bramble Acre), and these were adjudged to be the right and property 
of the aforesaid Michael and his church of Cobham.a

(4) 1280. Philip dictum m ien sem  (Welshman) Described as parson on 
16 May 1280 when Edward I nominated him and Hugh de Sancto Mario his 
attorneys in England until Christmas.a

(5) 1286. Richard de Pichford On 21 February 1286 the Archdeacon of 
Surrey was directed to induct Richard son of Geoffrey de Pichford, or his 
proctor Philip dictum Walensem, into the rectory of Cobham.a Geoffrey de 
Pichford, Constable of Windsor Castle, was married in 1280 at Ankerwyke, 
dowering his wife, Alice, at the door of the priory church in the presence 
of Margery, the prioress .b Richard was presumably their offspring, On
24 January 1315 the Barons of the Exchequer were ordered to allow Richard 
various sums owed by Edward II to his late father, Geoffrey,0
(6) 1301. John de Certesey (Chertsey) Admitted 17 June 1301.a On 4 
December 1307 a process against him for non-residence was inhibited, he 
having license from the bishop to attend the King's business.b

(7) 1312. Ralph de Piperhareghe (Pyperhaugh i.e. Peper Harow.) Resigned 
for Ash on 9 November 1312.a In 1325 he exchanged Ash for St Michael's, 
Crooked Lane, London.b
In June 1309 he had been described as of the diocese of Winchester, and had 
reservation, at the request of Guy Ferrers , Seneschal of Aquitaine, whose 
chaplain he was, of a benefice, value 50 marks, in the diocese of Winchester.0 
In the previous year he had royal protection when he went to Gascony with 
Guy.d
(8) 1312. John de Malmesbury A mandate for his induction was issued 
on 20 November 1312,a and he was ordained deacon at Esher on 14 April 
1313, E aster Eve.b On 23 February 1314 he was ordained priest at St Cross  
near Winchester.0 Long before coming to Cobham he had been bishop's  
notary and judge Ordinary, d and on 8 June 1314 Hugo Leuykyn, chaplain, 
came before him at E sher, and promised to avoid suspicious places of meet-
ing with a lady friend at Kingston.e It was from this same year, until i316, 
that John was rector of East Knoyle, Wiltshire.*
On 25 October 1305 John was instituted to the rectory of St Mary of the 
Valley, Winchester, paying a chaplain there.S On 18 December 1305 he was 
ordained subdeacon in the cathedral.11



On 10 June 1316 John becamg re c to r  of M ottisfont, H am p sh ire ,1 and on 
10 October 1316 was com m issioned to rece ive  in the name of the new bishop 
the m anual obedience due from  all the clergy  in the diocese J  At m idsum 
m er 1320 be exchanged M ottisfont for Yelling, H untingdonshire^ which he 
exchanged for Puttenham  on 25 January  1322.1 On 3 January  1322 he had 
received  le t te rs  of protection on going to the papal court at Avignon 
in the suite of the Bishop of W inchester.111 On 30 June 1322 he resigned 
Puttenham , having been institu ted to the rec to ry  of Dorking on 31 M arch 
1322.n On 2 A pril 1324 he appointed a concurren t v ica r  of fo rk in g , and 
on 8 October 1325 exchanged the rec to ry  of Dorking for H erth ill in the 

 df Y ork .0

her was John de Gunelode de M alm esbury .P

(9) 1314; W illiam  de Bourtorie (Bourghtone) Adm itted August 1314.a H  
was dead by 15 M arch 1316.b in 1310, a s  re c to r  of Epsom , he had been 
granted leave of absence fo r one y e a r .0
(10) 1316. John de Hoghtone Admitted 15 M arch 1316.a M aster John was 
ordained p r ie s t by W alter de Langtone, Bishop of Coventry and Lichfield, 
a t St M ary 's  Southwark, now Southwark cathedral, on 18 Septem ber 1316.°
He died in in 1335.°

On 23 May 1316 he was com m issioned with another to try  a suit concern
ing a canon of Southwark.^ On 19 July 1316 a com m ission was d irected  to 
M aster P e te r  de Poleyn and John de Hoghtone for the visitation  of a ll the 
re lig ious houses in the d iocese.e On 26 O ctober 1318 a mandate for the 
execution of a w rit was issued against M aster John de Hoghtone, re c to r  
of Cobham, and Roger le F o re s te r , to answ er M aster R ichard Wodeloke as 
to a debt of 40 m arks A
(11) 1335. R obert de W elle(s) Admitted 24 Septem ber 1335.a Exchanged 
fo r St M ary Abchurch, London, on 8 October 1363.b

(12) 1363. N icolas W aleys (Woleye) Adm itted on 8 October 1363 from  St 
fylary Abchurch, London.^ He was dead on 8 D ecem ber 1369.b

(13) 1369. Stephen de Wyke Instituted on 8 D ecem ber 1369.a On 18 M arch 
1382 he exchanged fo r Bucknell near B ices te r, Oxon.b In 1372 he acted in
a land deal fo r the Abbot of C h ertsey .0

(14) 1382. R obert de Som erton(e) Institu ted on 18 M arch 1382 from  
Bucknell.a Exchanged on 21 Septem ber 1384 for Latchingdon near Maldon, 
E ssex .b On IQ A pril 1371, as  a p r ie s t and B achelor of Canon Law, he was 
included in the Cam bridge U niversity ro ll for papal g races , and was granted 
a benefice in the gift of Ram sey Abbey, Hunts., notwithstanding Bucknell. 
About 1388-9 he was pensioner of Corpus C h risti College, Cam bridge.

(15) 1384. John W are Instituted on 21 Septem ber 1384.a He went up to 
Oxford from  his home at Ugley, E ssex , and was granted a papal indult
to study civ il law for five y ea rs  in a un iv ers ity .0 On 13 A pril 1374 he was 
collated to South Hanningfield, E ssex. On 4 October 1375 he resigned the



rec to ry  of St Andrew W ardrobe, London,for that of Latchingdon, E ssex. He 
resigned the la t te r  on coming to Cobham.c
On 29 June 1387 W illiam  of Wykeham com m issioned Lydeforde, his official, 
and John W are to v is it Selborne and other m on asteries .^  T heir se riou s r e 
po rt resu lted  in the b ishop 's  v isita tion  described  by G ilbert White in his 
Antiquities of Selborne (L etter 14). On 29 October 1388 John Oclee, parson  
of Runwell, E ssex , was pardoned of outlawry for not appearing to answ er 
M aster John W are, parson  of Cobham and w arden of the hospital of Sandon 
(Esher), touching a debt of £2 0 .e
In 1405 W are becam e re c to r  of Hendon, M iddlesex, and prebendary of the- 
tenth s ta ll of St S tephen's Royal Chapel at W estm inster. He died in 1409 
and left £5 for a window s till in Hendon church, and £10 for the re p a ir  of 
Sandon H ospital.&

(16) 1390. John o r Joseph  Masonn (Masoun) alias  Spicer (Spiser)
Exchanged for St F a ith ’s, W inchester, on 8 M arch 1390.a

(17) 1390. Thom as Lavington (Lavyngtone) Instituted 8 M arch 1390 from  
St F a ith 's , W in ch es te r^  He received sub-deacon’s o rd e rs  at E sh e r on 19 
M arch 1390,b and was ordained p r ie s t th e re  on the following 24 S eptem ber.0 
He exchanged for W est Meon, H an ts., ^ on 19 August 1395, and was rec to r
of M eonstoke on 7 M arch 1402.e (West Meon and M eonstoke w ere m anors of 
the Bishop of W inchester.) In 1382 a Thom as Lavington sold his house to 
W illiam  of Wykeham who was then acquiring the site  of W inchester College. 
Wykeham bequeathed £26 13s 4d to Lavington.^

(18) 1395. R obert Keton (Keeton,K eten(e)),D CL (See also  nos. 21 and 24.) 
Instituted from  W est Meon on 19 August 1395.a Nine days la te r  Bishop 
W illiam  of Wykeham excused him from  resid ing at Cobham or taking 
p r ie s t 's  o rd e rs  fo r th ree  y ea rs  so that he might study.^ He was ordained 
p r ie s t at E sher on 16 June 1397,c and resigned Cobham for Fawley on 
Southampton W ater on 3 Septem ber 1401.^
On 9 Novem ber 1393 Keton had been instituted to St M ichael's,Southam pton, 
and a week la te r  obtained leave of absence for th ree  y ea rs  for purpose of 
study in any approved cen tre  in England.e In 1394 he was institu ted to W est 
Meon from  St M ichael's in exchange with W alter Aude, his successo r at 
Cobham.f In 1400 a Robert Keton, p r ie s t, was v ica r of Hampton, M iddlesex.£ 
In 1403 R obert Ketene exchanged Fonthill Gifford re c to ry ,W ilts .,fo r  Dork
ing vicarage,*1 and in A pril 1404 exchanged that with Henry Ketene fo r 
F a rley  Cham berlayne rec to ry , H ants.1

In 1400 R obert Keten and W alter Aude w ere two of the th ree  com m issioners 
employed by W illiam  of Wykeham to prom ulgate the final edition of his 
s ta tu tes  for W inchester College and to adm in ister the oath of fidelity and 
fealty , which they did on 11 Septem ber J  In 1402 R obert Ketone then 
chancellor of the diocese, was appointed by the Bishop of W inchester to in
vestigate, together with another official, a  grievous rebellion  at C hristchu rch  
P rio ry .k Wykeham left Keton a legacy of plate to the value of £26 13s 4d,



and in tu rn  Keton left his law lib ra ry  to W inchester C ollege.1 Keton was 
appointed penancer genera l in W inchester diocese in 1403, and v ica r gen
e ra l to the bishop in 1426.

(19) 1401. W alter Aude (Awde), B achelor of Civil Law. Adm itted 3 
Septem ber 1401; resigned by 1 June 1404.

Scholar of New College, Oxford, 1385; fellow 1387-93; 3rd b u rsa r  1390-1. 
Deacon 19 Septem ber 1394;p r ie s t 6 M arch 1395. In 1394 he left the rec to ry  
of St L eonard’s chapel, H astings, for the rec to ry  of St M ichael’s,Southam p
ton, which he continued to hold together with Cobham. On 22 May 1404 he 
becam e re c to r  of Calbourne, Isle  of Wight. In 1400 W illiam  of Wykeham 
had appointed him one of his v is ito rs  of W inchester College, and Wykeham 
left him £20 in his w ill.a

(20) 1404. Joceus Baylv (Bailly) Instituted 1 June 1404,a F rom  St 
M ichael’s,Southam pton.^ Exchanged fo r F arley  Cham berlayne near 
W inchester on 19 June 1404.c Bayly had been institu ted to St M ichael’s on 
22 May 1404 on resignation of W alter Aude. The h isto rian  of Southampton 
rem ark s  that ’It does not appear with which instituted v ica r possession  r e 
m ained.’^

(21) 1404. R obert Keton (See also  nos. 18 & 24). Instituted from  F arley  
Cham berlayne on 19 June 1404.a Resigned for prebend of W hitchurch in 
W ells C athedral on 9 Novem ber 1410.^ On th is date, in London, the Bishop 
of Bath and W ells ’collated to M aster John Stokes, licentiate  in law s, a 
canonry and the prebend of W hitchurch in the cathedral church of W e lls .. .  
and invested him in the sam e. At h is command the said M aster John then 
took the oath of canonical obedience to h im .. .  Then on the sam e day and 
at the sam e place the bishop, on rece ip t of a com m ission of Henry, Bishop 
of W inchester, for an exchange of benefices between M aster R obert Keten, 
licen tia te  in both law s, re c to r  of the p a rish  church of Coveham [Cobham]
in the diocese of W inchester, and the above M aster John, instituted the la t te r  
in the church of Coveham, at the presen tation  of the abbot and convent of 
C ertesey  [Chertsey], and collated to M aster Robert the aforesaid  canonry 
and p reben d .tC

(22) 1410. John Stokes (Stiks, Stockes, Stokkes, Stokys, Stot), DCL (Oxon.) 
Adm itted to Cobham by exchange (see no. 21) on 9 November 1410.a Sub
sequently canon of Salisbury, Y ork ,S t P au l’s ,S t Stephen’s Chapel at 
W estm inster, and Lincoln. On m ission to the King of Hungary 13 A pril to 
31 October 1411, the f irs t  of the foreign m issions which w ere to take up so 
much of h is life. He was not ordained subdeacon until 1422.

(23) 1412. Henry Keten (Ketten, Keton),Dom inus (Cambridge) Adm itted to 
Cobham on 1 October 1412,a at which tim e he was also  v ica r of Dorking 
(see no. 18). In 1413 he exchanged Dorking fo r the v icarage of St M artha,15 
and was re c to r  of St M ary Abchurch, London, in 1423.c In O ctober 1392 he 
had exchanged the v icarage of Buckland Newton, D orset, fo r Piddlehinton.
On 11 A pril 1399 he becam e re c to r  of F arley  Cham berlayne, Hants, and 
exchanged for Dorking in 1404.



In 1397 John B rym m esgrave and Henry Keten, c le rk  of Cobham, re leased  
to R ichard Symond of Cobham and A lice his wife a cottage in Cobham which 
they had at the grant of N icholas at the M erche of Cobham. The cottage 
was between the churchyard gate on the east and the tenem ent of the said 
R ichard on the w est.d

[1417-47 - Bishop’s regis ter lost]

(24) 1429. R obert Keton (see nos. 18 and 21). R obert died in August 1429 
having made his will at Cobham on 11 August (proved 25th). He is des
cribed as  canon of W ells and re c to r  of the p a rish  churches of Fallegh 
(Fawley on Southampton W ater) and Coveham. He left five m arks (£3 6s 8d) 
fo r the poor of Cobham, and m asses  w ere to be said fo r his soul for two 
y ea rs  in Cobham church. He was to be buried in St M ary’s, Southwark, now 
§outhwark cathedral, to which he left a coconut cup.a

(25) 1445. John Gorsuche (Gorsech, G orsich(e), G orsych(e), G orsyth, 
G osrich, Goursuche, Gursuch), MA and DTh (Oxon.) Admitted 1445a from  
Kemsing, Kent. P rincipal of H art Hall, Oxford, 1424-25. C hancellor’s Com
m issa ry  between 1438 and 1443. One of the p reach e rs  of the Bohemian 
Crusade in the Canterbury diocese, 1428. At his 'death he was holding 
Cobham with the rec to ry  of Cheriton, Hants. He was probably the John 
Gorsiich, w arden of Lovekin’s chantry chapel,K ingston-upon-T ham es, who 
died iri 1448.15

(26) 1453. John Southill (Sutliwell), D eer. Bac. (Bachelor of Canon Law) 
Cited for non-residence on 9 4 p r i l  1453,a and received  leave of absence 
on 6 M arch 1454.15 He was dead on 9 January  1460.c
On 17 October 1447 a papal dispensation to hold additional benefices was 
granted to John Suthwell, MA, canon of C hester and of Southwell, and p re 
bendary of Beckingham, rec to r of Knee sal, alm oner and m em ber of the 
household of C ardinal John Kem pe.a

(27) 1460. W illiam  W estcar (W estcarre , W eskare, W estkarre),D T h 
Adm itted 9 January  1460.a In 1451 he was an Augustinian canon of B urs- 
cough, L ancash ire , and received a dispensation to hold a benefice.15 It was 
at Burscough in 1454 that the p r io r , Robert Woodward, one of the canons, 
Thom as F airw ise^and the v icar of O rm skirk , W illiam  Bolton, w ere ac 
cused of p rac tis ing  the black a r t  with the Host. F a irw ise , la te r  p r io r  of 
Selborne, was sent away to M ottisfont P rio ry , H am pshire,0 to which house 
W estcar was elected p r io r  in 1456.^ In that y ea r W illiam  W aynflete was 
made Lord Chancellor, and W estcar becam e his suffragan, largely  re liev 
ing his sup erio r of the duty of taking o rd inations.e He was given the title  
of Bishop of Sidon (Lam ia in G reece) in partibus infidelium. (The r e 
capture of the Holy Land by the infidels involved the exile of a whole 
h ierarchy , and Rome was unwilling to accept th is  lo ss  as  final. Hence 
th e re  grew up a body of p re la te s  who never saw th e ir  d ioceses, and w ere 
used as  a ss is ta n ts .)1



On 17 M arch 1464 W estcar was re c to r  of All Saints, Southampton, and held 
an ordination there  on that date.S His su ccesso r at All Staints was appointed 
on 7 May 1465.*1 W estcar was s ti l l  re c to r  of Cobham on 29 July 1465,i 
when it was sta ted  that v ica rs  would henceforth be appointed to Cobham. He 
was p re fe rre d  to St M artin 's , Ludgate,on 30 October 1465,3 and re ta ined  
th is living, and apparently the p rio ry  of M ottisfont, until his death. F rom  
1471 to 1481 he seem s to have lived in London.k He died in the sum m er of 
1486 about five weeks before Bishop W aynflete. W estcar is  thought to have 
been buried in W inchester cathedral near the shrine of St Swithin, w here the 
indent of a b ishop 's  b ra s s  can still be seen on a large  stone let into the 
floor to the east of the Holy Hole at the back of the High A ltar. The grave 
was opened in 1797 during a sea rch  fo r the bones of St. Swithin. T here  was 
the skeleton of a little  man with hands crossed  below his ribs. A cowl of 
black serg e  seem s to have covered the whole body, and reaching above the 
knees w ere lea ther boots with pointed toes.*

Knowles re fe rs  to the 'B enedictine house of studies at Cam bridge, la te r  
known as  Buckingham College.' The f ir s t  p r io r , W illiam  W estkarr,h e lp ed  
to estab lish  the good name of the c o lleg e .. . .  he was a doctor of distinction 
who often acted as  com m issary  fo r the chancellor and was recom m ended by 
the un iversity  to the pope fo r p ro m o tio n .. .  he acted as suffragan to the 
archbishop of C anterbury and severa l o ther b ishops.’m

PART H-VICARS

(1) 1466. W illiam  C lerk  Admitted 1 May 1466.a Resigned 1 August 147 l.b

(2) 1471. W illiam  Keton (Ketyn) Adm itted 1 August 1471.a Resigned for 
T ichborne, Hants, on 4 A pril 1475.b

(3) 1475. John C urteys Admitted 4 A pril 1475, from  G reat Bookham.a 
Resigned fo r Leatherhead on 18 M arch 1476.k Died 1486.c

C hristopher Sutton Admitted 21 June 1486.a 

John C lerk  Resigned 19 January  1508.a

Henry P o tte r  Admitted 19 January  1508.a W itnessed w ill 1517.b 
George Sehdart 'C lerke  V ek e r.'a Also w itnessed will 1532.^ 

Henry Symonds (Symondes) Inducted 29 May 1533. Was dead in

(10) 1534. Fulk Symonds (Symonde, Symon) Was dead on 12 M arch 1541. 
W as a lso  incumbent of G reat Bookham from  1530 until h is death.a
(11) 1541. Thom as N orberye Admitted 12 M arch 1541 ,a Was dead on 
5 January  1546.b Mentioned in the will of John N orbery, p r ie s t, of Stoke 
d'A bernon, 1541.c W itnessed will as cu ra te  in 1537 and 1539.^

(4) 1476.
I486.*3

(5) 1486.

(6) 1508.

(7) 1508.

(8) 1528.

(9) 1533.
1534.a



(12) 1546. Ralph F elde (Fielde, Fylde) Adm itted 5 January  1546.a
(13) 1553. Otwell Gyles Compounded fo r f i r s t  fru its  on  12 July 1553.a

(14) 1558. John C ardell Adm itted 28 A p ril 1558 on resignation  of p re 
vious v ica r. P resen ted  by W illiam  Hammond, MP, of Guildford.a

(15) 1564. George L is te r  (Lyster) Adm itted 21 June 1564.a Died 1586,^ 
and buried at T hursley  on 9 M ay.c C urate of Leigh in 1562.d

In the v isita tion  call book for 1567 at the H am pshire Record Office is  no 
mention of L is te r  but Henry Abram  and Robert Jennings a re  named as 
cu ra tes. In the v isita tions for 1569 and 1570 L is te r  is  named as  cu rate , 
v icarage vacant.e
(16) 1586. R ichard  W illiam son Admitted 24 October 1586.a Died 1597.fr
(17) 1597. John W ilkinson Instituted 5 October 1597.a Died 1599.b

(18) 1599. Thom as Jones (Johnes) The re g is te rs  say he was institu ted
on 7 Septem ber 1599 and was buried on 21 A pril 1610. His daughter Hannah 
was buried on 5 A pril 1611. When John Abot of Cobham died in 1599 he be
queathed to Jones one of his best sh ir ts  'and one Stall of bees and also  one 
sw arm  of bees that standeth at W illiam  Steedwell his house.’a
(19) 1610. P a tr ick  Tullock (Tulloh, Tulloke) Institu ted 2 May 1610.a Born 
about 1584 to Robert Tullock of Tannachie. MA (Edinburgh) 29 July 1600.
The King presen ted  him to the archdeaconry of M oray, and he was adm itted 
before 26 July 1613. He m arried  tw ice, and the re g is te rs  reco rd  the bap
tism  of his daughter E lizabeth on 11 August 1611, and her bu ria l on 26 
D ecem ber 1611. One of the children of his second wife was Magdalene who 
m arried  W illiam  F ullarton , m in is te r of Rafford, ancesto r of the late S ir 
F u llarton  Jam es, B t., of Sunninghill, B erks, who kindly provided p a r ticu la rs  
of Tullock.fr In A pril 1614 Tullock w itnessed the w illc of Roger Bellow of 
Church Stile House, Cobham, from  whom he was to receive 'a l l my bookes 
w hatsoever.'
(20) 1615. Henry Nye (Ney) Instituted 11 May 1615.a Instituted 7 July 1620 
re c to r  of Clapham, Sussex, 'w here he probably died and was bu ried .' His
will was proved at C hichester on 29 July 1645, and re fe rs  to his wife Lettice.fr

Henry was baptized on 4 F eb ruary  1588 at Slinfold, Sussex, being fifth of the 
eleven children of John and Dorothy Nye.c He was made BA of B rasenose 
College, Oxford, in 1611. Cobham re g is te r  reco rd s  the baptism  of his 
daughter M ary on 28 Septem ber 1617, and his son John on 26 M arch 1620.
John went up to Oxford at the age of 14, and duly took Holy O rders.

(21) 1620. George B ryan, MA (King's Coll., Cambridge) Instituted 20 
Novem ber 1620, aged 30.a He becam e v ica r of Send in 1626. In the G rea te r 
London R ecord Office is  a glebe te r r i e r  of Stoke d'Abernon dated 1616 
signed by John Reeve, the*rector, and 'Geo: B rian , curat.'fr

(22) 1626. W illiam  King(e). Instituted on 14 July 1626.a He was the 
'W illiam  King, of S urrey , p leb .,’ who m atricu la ted  from  Magdalen College,
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Oxford, on 26 June 1621, then aged 19; BA 1622. According to the register his 
son Edward was baptized on 7 July 1633, his daughter Elizabeth on 2 
August 1638, and his daughter Hannah on 18 December 1642. According 
to a note dealing with the year 1644, in the marriage register: 

'Mr KING, Vicar of Cobham, did about the beginning of Sep.leave 
this Parish, being afraid lest that he should have been taken by some 
of the King's party and punished for speaking against His Majesty and 
justifying the proceedings of the Parliament whose Forces were about 
this time totally defeated in Cornwall. {Battle of Lostwithiel, 2 Sept. 
1644.} And having left his Vicarage he never returned to it again, but 
was in a short time prepar'd to the Rectory of Asheed {Ashtead}. And 
there was no Minister settled here till the year 1656 ... ' 

King was admitted Rector of Ashtead on 20 September 1643, Robert Quinnell 
whom he was to have ejected having died four days before. About 1652, 
according to the court rolls of Ashtead, his wife Elizabeth was admitted to 
lands called Longe Merry and Picked Close beside the lane leading from 
Dorking to Kingston. John Evelyn noted in his Diary on 26 September 1658 
that he had heard King preach at Ashtead, and that 'a Quaker would have 
disputed with him.' He was ejected in 1662, and Pepys wrote in his Diary 
that on 26 July 1663 at Ashtead church 'we had a dull Doctor, one Downe, 
worse than I think ever Parson King was, of whom we made so much scorn. t 
In 1669 King was preaching at Ewell and Dorking.b He made his willc when 
living at Pirbright in 1671. To his son Edward (baptized at Cobham 1633) he 
left money and land, 'my Beere bowIe and two silver spoones, 'some of the 
books 'which are in my Trunck in the Garrett,' and also some of 'my 
Trunckes and Chests with the linnen that is in them.' 'But if my sonne 
Edward (which God avert) should give any trouble to my daughter Elizabeth ... 
I will and bequeath to my daughter Elizabeth that one hundred pounds which 
is in my sonne Edward's hands, and all that my Freehold lands in Leather
head field and also my copyhold lands att Patesham in Leatherhead.' This 
daughter was Elizabeth Bradfold (baptized at Cobham 1638), and to her 
daughter 'little Betty Bradfold' King bequeathed 'my joyned Chest att 
Guilford,' and £ 10. King also made bequests to various 'loving brethren 
in the worke of the Lord,' among Whom was Richard Bures, 'a very valuable 
man of the old Puritan stamp,' who had married Mary, daughter of Sir 
Humphrey Lynde. (Through his connections, the Gavells, Bures seems to 
have had an interest in Chilbrook and Cold Norton. He was once imprisoned 
in Windsor Castle for preaching at Guildford, but was unexpectedly released 
one day by sending an urgent message to Dr Lowen his old Oxford tutor, 
who had come to visit the Governor, another former pupil. On repeating 
the offence at Guildford he was again arrested at the instigation of the 
rector of St Nicholas, who had professed a great liking for him.)d 

One of the non- resident ministers who officiated at Cobham after King's 
flight is mentioned in a volume of the parish register of Walton-on-Thames 
now in Guildford Muniment Room. It is there stated that 'John Halley 



m in iste r of Cobham m arryed  to A lice Harding of th is  p a rish  before F ran c is  
D rake Esq. the la s t of July  1654/
(23) 1656. Edw ard C a r te r  (Peterhouse, Cam bridge). As we have seen, 
W illiam  K ing 's su ccesso r did not come to Cobham until 1656. His wife 
M ary was buried in 1658. An Edward C a r te r  was presen ted  to the v icarage 
of Thorpe on 8 October 1661.a
When W illiam  Jam es was v ica r he noted on the front cover of No. 1 re g is te r  
that a fte r the flight of W illiam  King in 1644 'the P a rish  was for 12 y ea rs  
without a regu la r P asto r. During th is  in te rva l th e re  is  then no R eg ister of 
M arriages and B uria ls; but the new V icar in 1656 continued the account 
of B aptism s, collecting the nam es of the children , as  he could, from  th e ir  
paren ts; yet those of the f ir s t  two y ea rs  of h is own incumbency had been 
com pletely ob litera ted  in M r T u ck er's  tim e .' W illiam  T uck er,the  v ica r 
who copied the re g is te rs  in the early  18th century, noted of the year 1656 
that 'The nam es of such as w ere bap tiz 'd  in th is  and the next year a re  all 
lost; the re g is te r  being by accident^so very  much defaced that not a nam e 
of ’em is  to be read .' One of the bap tism s collected by C a r te r ,th a t of 
Jam es P a rish  on 6 Septem ber 1646, is  annotated thus: 'Jam es  the son of * 
Thom as was bap tiz’d at the Desk and not a t the Font on the 6th of Sep. He 
was the f ir s t  child that was bap tiz 'd  in th is  Church without Godfathers and 
Godm others according to the o rd e r of the D irecto ry  having only his fa ther 
a s  Sponsor o r Surety that the child should be educated in the C hristian  
F a ith .'
Among the Augmentation re tu rn s  at Lam beth P alace  is  the following mention 
of C arte r:

'August 15° 1656. Cobham. O rdered  that the yearely  summe of twenty 
poundes be and the sam e is  hereby graunted unto the M inister of 
Cobham in the County of S urrey  to and fo r in c rease  of h is m aintenance 
His Highness and the Councell having approved of the sayd graunt.
And that the sam e be from  tym e to tym e paid unto M r Edward C a rte r  
M in ister of Cobham aforesayd approved according to the Ordinance 
fo r approbation of publique p reach e rs  out of the p ro fitts  of Tenthes 
a ris in g  within the sayd County the sam e to be accom pted from  the 
13 day of August instant and to be from  tym e to tym e continued unto 
him fo r such tym e a s  he shall d ischarge the duty of the M inister of the 
said place or untill fu rth e r o rd e r of these  T ru s tee s  . . .  '^

(24) 1662. R ichard  C a rte r . Cobham re g is te rs  reco rd  that on 18 January  
1657 he m arried  M rs G race Peck., and in th is  y ear he appears to have 
been v ica r of G reat Bookham. On 2 January  1661 his sons Edw ard and 
W illiam  w ere  baptized at Cobham, and w ere buried on 18 January . By 1662 
C a rte r  was v ica r of Cobham, and was licensed to p reach .a His daughter 
E lizabeth was baptized on 5 Novem ber 1662, h is daughter M argaret on 15 
May 1664, h is son Thom as on 8 May 1666, and h is son Edward on 29 
D ecem ber 1667. Thom as was buried on 9 August 1668, and a daughter 
Sarah baptized on 26 August 1672. Another Thom as was baptized on 6 June



1676. In the sam e year C atherine Sutton, widow, bequeathed to the v ica r 
£10 for a funeral serm on, and a black coffin cloth, C a rte r  to keep the cloth 
a fte r  the funeral: M rs C a r te r  was left £1. b On 7 A pril 1677 the v ica r was 
buried  in the 57th y ear of h is age. A Latin epitaph once in the church d es
cribed  him as  a felicitous teach e r of languages.0

C a r te r 's  w illd is  dated 6 Septem ber 1676. To his son R ichard he left £150 
on the expiration of his apprenticeship , and to his son Thom as £200 at the 
age of 21. To his daughters M ary, E lizabeth , M argaret, Anne, and Sarah 
£100 each at 21 or at th e ir  sev era l respective  m a rriag es  with th e ir  m o th e r's  
consent and good liking. Residue to wife G race, sole executor. W illiam  
Inwood of Cobham to be su p erv iso r,an d  to have a ring of 20s p rice .
The w ille of C a r te r ’s widow was made and proved in 1678
At a v isita tion  in 1674 C a r te r  was called upon to exhibit h is o rd e rs . It 
appears that he was ordained deacon and p r ie s t on 8 May 1652 by the 
bishop of A rdfert and Aghadoe.^ This would have been Thom as F u lle r, la te r  
A rchbishop of Cashel, who in 1652 was acting as shadow bishop of Lincoln. 
C a r te r ’s contem porary at Stoke d ’Abernon had been ordained by the sam e 
man a year la te r.

(25) 1677. John B aker, MA (Cantab.) Instituted 25 Septem ber 1677.a F rom  
M errow. Cobham re g is te rs  reco rd  the following: on 23 August 1682 his 
daughter A rabellah was baptized, and on 4 D ecem ber 1683 his daughter 
C atherine was baptized. On 5 Novem ber 1686 M rs T aylor, h is m other-in - 
law, w as buried, and the v ica r him self was buried on 6 June 1688 aged 53.
His son John was buried on 24 M arch 1690, and P risc illa  his wife was 
buried  with a funeral serm on on 25 October 1708.

B aker was born in 1635, and was educated at Coventry School and P e te r 
house, Cam bridge. Manning and B ray, on the authority of the A rchdeacon 's 
R eg ister, reco rd  the institution of a John B aker to the rec to ry  of W eybridge 
on 4 August 1687.

(26) 1688. L ionel C oles, MA (Cantab.) Institu ted 91 July 1688.a He left the 
v icarage on 24 June 1700 according to a note in the bap tism al re g is te r  by 
W illiam  T ucker, h is successo r. He then becam e v ica r  of B assingbourne in 
C am bridgesh ire, resign ing in 1704 for the rec to ry  a t Abington P igotts 
close by. T here he was buried  on 30 M arch 1718.

Born in 1664 Coles was educated at Oakham School and C lare  Hall, Cam 
bridge. He was a chaplain of the Hospital of the Savoy in London until 
31 July 1702 when, on the dissolution of the H ospital, he and his th ree  fellow 
chaplains w ere deprived as no n -res id en ts .b C lare  College had a valuable 
copy of John E lio t's  M assachusetts Red Indian Bible, Up-Biblum God, with 
an inscrip tion  in the handw riting of Coles on the title  page, which page is  
reproduced in Volume II, page 337, of M. D. F o rb e s 's  Clare College, 1930. 
F orbes stated  that the college was fortunate in possessing  two copies of 
th is book, and goes on to say (p. 338): 'C learly  if e ither copy (and one of 
them , as a spare copy, is  probably unique) w ere ever sold, it should not be 
th is  one, 'ex dono L ionelli C o le s '. ' But the college has p arted  with the book.
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A note by Coles in the churchwardens' book of Cobham under date 1699 
reads: 

'Impensis solius Lionelli Coles hujus ecclesiae vicarii ingressus 
suggesti ampliatus est sedicula a Gulielmo Weston et Elizabetha uxore 
ejus concessa ut sit subsollium pro familia vicarii seu domum vicariam 
seu alibi inhabitat, et nemine preterea.' 

('At the sole expense of Lionel Coles, vical' of this church, the way into 
the pulpit was enlarged by the granting of a pew by William Weston and 
Elizabeth his wife so that there might be a 'vault' for the household of 
the vicar whether dwelling in the vicar's house or elsewhere, and for 
no one else besides. ,) 

Coles's 'subsollium' may have been a ground-floor pew, perhaps over a 
vault. 'Room was often found in the three- storeyed pulpit for the parson's 
family. .. at Whitby the bottom storey is the vicarage pew. 'c 

(27) 1700. William Tucker, MA (Cantab.). Born at Walton-upon-Thames in 
1653, Tucker was instituted on 4 August 1700, a and he confirms this in a 
note in the baptismal register. He goes on to say that he 'did not reside 
there till Christmas 1700.' He performed his first marriage on 25 August 
1700, stating that the couple 'were the first that ever were married by me, 
Wm TUCKER, in Cobham or elsewhere.' Apparently he did not come to 
Cobham for the first three baptisms of his incumbency, and notes in the 
register under date 14 January 1700/1 that 'Robert, sone of Robert Porter, 
Farmer of Cobham Court was baptized Jan 14, and was the first of this 
parish that was baptized by me ... ' He made his last entry in the registers 
in 1711/2, a burial on 14 March, and his own burial is recorded on 9 
February 1712/3. Aubreys Surrey refers to his stone in the church. There 
seems no reason for supposing that the impropriator, William Weston 
(already rector of Ockham), was vicar from 1710 to 1713 as stated by 
Manning & Bray on the authority of 'Mr Gough's MS,' though it is reason
able to suppose that Weston sometimes officiated when Tucker was ill 

Written on the inside of the front cover of register no. 1 is a note of 1831 
stating that: 'This book is a copy of all the old Registers from 1562 made 
by Mr Tucker, who was Vicar in 1700 ... ' The churchwardens' book records 
a resolution passed by the vestry on Easter Monday, 21 April 1712. It runs: 

'Whereas it hath been an anCient custom in this our Parish of Cobham 
for those, who cause the Ground to be broken up in the Church, the 
Church Porch, or the Belfry, to pay Six shillings and eight pence, into 
the hands of the Churchwardens for the use of the Parish We the 
Parishioners in Vestry have agreed and do hereby testifie and acknow
ledge our agreement, to renounce and quit claim to the Benefit of break
ing the Ground for the burial of any Corps, and declare that we in the 
behalf of the Parish, have given and granted the whole Benefit of break
ing the said Ground to the Vicar and his successors for ever, in con
sideration of what the present Vicar Wm. Tucker hath done in trans
cribing all the Old Registers into one Book, and also on condition the 



V icar for the tim e being, does at the end of every y ear h e rea fte r, 
fa irly  reco rd  the B ap tism s M arriages and B u ria ls  of the P a rish  in the 
sam e method. F o r  th is  consideration and upon th is  condition we have 
given and granted the whole benefit of breaking the Ground to the 
V icar and his S uccesso rs for e v e r /

The G avells' 'N orth I s le ’ o r 's ide  Chancel' was excluded from  th is a rran g e 
ment.

(28) 1713. Henry B annaster, BA (Cantab.) Institu ted 27 May 1713.a B uried 
at Cobham 29 Novem ber 1728. He may have been the son of Thom as Ban
n as te r  incumbent of W onersh, baptized th ere  in 1686. It was during thp 
incumbency of Henry B annaster that the v icarage was moved to the Tilt.
(29) 1729. John B re tt, MA (Cantab.) Instituted 31 January  1729.a His 
w riting s ta r ts  in the bap tism al re g is te r  in the sum m er of 1726. On 1 A pril 
1734 he christened  C atherine, born to him by C atherine h is wife. On 18 
July 1738 he christened  his daughter Loetitia. He resigned in 1745b fo r the 
rec to ry  of B arnston and the v icarage of Ashqldam, E ssex , which livings he 
held till h is death at Wye, Kent, in 1776.

(30) 1745. Jam es Smith, BA (Cantab.) Institu ted 11 A pril 1745.a On 24 
A pril 1747 the re g is te r  reco rd s  that the Rev. M r Smith from  Hackney, 
re c to r  of L idgiard T rigose  in W iltsh ire , and son of the 'R ev . M r Smith, 
v ica r  of Cobham, was buried  in a vault. The v ic a r ’s own bu ria l took place 
on 18 August 1750 in the sam e vault a s  h is son. Col. B. P. T yrw hitt-D rake of 
Effingham is  a descendant of th is  v ica r, and I am indebted to M rs Tyrw hitt- 
D rake for the inform ation that before coming to Cobham Smith was curate  
at B a tte rsea , hence a link with the Bolingbroke fam ily who had the gift of the 
livings of B a tte rsea  and Lydiard T regoze. It appears that the v ica r  had a 
daughter, M arie Ann, who m arried  Jam es Skene, an active Jacobite .

(31) 1750. Stanhope E llison , MA (Cantab.) Institu ted 6 Septem ber 1750. a 
Son of a Wigan g ro ce r, he was born in 1718/19, and a fte r  schooling at 
M anchester obtained a BA degree at Oxford in 1744/45, and an MA at 
Cam bridge in 1761. He resigned from  Cobham in 1755,b and becam e v ica r 
of St Benet, P au l 's  W harf, in 1757, and of Thorpe, S urrey , in 1765. He died 
in 1778 when re c to r  of W ittersham  and v ica r of Boughton B lean,K ent.

(32) 1755. John F u lle rton , LLB (Cantab.) Born 1730. Educated at W est
m in ste r School and Em m anuel College, Cam bridge. Instituted to Cobham 
18 O ctober 1755, and to W est H orsley 25 May 1758. Resigned both livings 
in 1770, his b ro th e r W eston Fullerton  succeeding him at W est H orsley .a 
B ray ley 's  History of Surrey, (2, 89) says he was the e ldest son of John F u l
lerton  of A y rsh ire  and Gillingham, D orset whose wife was Judith , daughter 
of John Weston of Ockham. In 1769 our John Fullerton  was left e s ta tes  in 
W arw ickshire and elsew here by h is m other’s s is te r , Jenny, widow of Jam es 
Kendall of S tratford-on-A von. It was M rs Kendall who lent David G arrick  
the house called the College at S tratford  in which to p rep a re  decorations 
for the g rea t Shakespeare Jubilee, and Deelm an reco rd s  that when Fullerton  
v isited  S tra tford  a f te r  h is aun t's  death he was shocked a t the sta te  in which



the building had been left. Deelm an also  m entions that F u llerton  was re c to r
of All Cannings in W iltsh ire .13 He m arried  Rebecca, daughter of John G arth, 
MP and R eco rder fo r D evizes, and, dying a t S tra tfo rd , left an only son who 
was p ro p rie to r  of T hrybergh P a rk  near R otherham  as  h e ir  to h is uncle 
W eston Fullerton . B rayley se ts  out th is  v ic a r 's  fo rb ea rs  to the tim e of 
W illiam  the Conqueror.
During at lea s t p a rt of h is  incumbency of Cobham F u llerton  seem s to have 
lived a t C h ertsey .0
(33) 1770. R ichard  Hannot Bennett, MA,DD (Aberdeen) F o rm erly  curate  
to F ullerton . Institu ted  30 August 1770.a Died 17 F ebruary  1778 aged 50, 
and w as buried  under a table tom b outside the eas t wall of the chancel.

(34) 1778. John Healy (Hely), LLBa (Dublin) Born 1738. Son of Je rem iah  
Healy of Co. C ork .b His e a r lie s t entry in the re g is te rs  is  a bu ria l on 11 
Novem ber 1777. Healy repo rted  in 1788 that in th is  p a rish  of about 1200 
souls he (one y ear with another) perform ed 10 m arr iag es , 37 bap tism s, and 
30 b u r ia ls .0 On 10 F eb ruary  1790 his wife M ary was buried . Healy om itted 
to en ter som e bap tism s in the re g is te r , and they had to be sw orn to la te r . 
According to a le t te r  (at the Church C om m issioners )d from  his su ccesso r 
he died insolvent, and the new incum bent had to spend £400-£500 at the 
v icarage on making new buildings and repairin g  old ones.

(35) 1797. John Sim pkinson, MAa (Oxon.) Son of the Rev. Roger Simpkinson 
of Kingsland, H erefo rd sh ire . John was a p lu ra lis t since he was collated to 
Cliffe at Hoo rec to ry , Kent, in August 1778, and re ta ined  it until he died 
(aged 80) on M arch 17,1815. By ancient custom , the re c to r  of Cliffe at Hoo 
'w as bound to give, to each applicant a t the rec to ry , on St J a m e s 's  Day, a 
mutton pie and a loaf. About AD 1795, however, the incum bent found m eans 
of compounding perm anently  for th is  dole, which had som etim es cost £15 
p e r annum. 'b
In D ecem ber 1811 M iss Jane  M oore of Brook F arm  w rote in h e r  diary:
'On Sunday I went to church. I suspect that the bulk of our R ec to r’s 
tre a s u re s  is  in th is  w orld — he recom m ended in h is serm on ferven t piety 
and a ll the m ora l v irtues. His congregation would do well to follow h is  
p recep ts , and shun his ex am p le .' Simpkinson was buried  at Cobham on 
23 M arch 1815, his abode being given in the re g is te r  a s  Cobham. On 17 
June 1831 was buried  a t Cobham 'R enee Simpkinson, 86, of Stoke; fo rm erly  of 
the V icarage, Cobham.'

(36) 1815. Sam uel M artin , BA (Cantab.)a Born in Antigua in 1792 he was 
educated a t Eton and T rin ity  College, Cam bridge, and was cu ra te  a t Egham .b 
F rom  the re g is te rs  he app ears  to have resided  a t Cobham from  the end of 
May 1815 until Novem ber 1816, a fte r  which tim e a cu ra te  seem s to have 
lived in the v icarage. In Septem ber 1823 M artin exchanged with W illiam  
Jam es fo r Coleby, L incolnshire, in the gift of O rie l College, Oxford.0 M artin  
died on 7 M arch 1828 aged 36, and being a m inor canon of Lincoln was 
buried in the c lo is te rs  of that cathedral.



(37) 1823. W illiam  Jam es, MA (Gxon.) Admitted and institu ted  18 October 
1823.a According to the census of 1851 he was a bachelor, and lived at the 
v icarage on the T ilt with a cook-housekeeper, a housem aid, and a groom  - 
footman. He signed the bu ria l re g is te r  from  30 June 1852 to 29 M arch 1853 
as re c to r  of Bilton, W arw ickshire, and left Cobham for that living (near 
Rugby) on 18 June 1853. He died re c to r  of Bilton in 1861.

W illiam  was th ird  son of the Rev. D r Thom as Jam es, 1748-1804, the head
m a s te r  of Rugby who in creased  the num ber of boys from  50 to 300, and 
expelled W alter Savage Landor. W illiam  duly en tered  the school, and be
cam e Fellow and T utor of O riel College, Oxford. He was P ro c to r of the 
U niversity  in 1821, and was Oxford E xam iner at Rugby 1812-13. He was 
the author of some volum es of se rm o ns.b

(38) 1853. Edw ard Henry Loring, MA (Cantab.)a Born at sea off Cape 
Town in 1823 he was educated at Harrow and T rin ity  College, Cam bridge. 
He f ir s t  signed the bu ria l re g is te r  on 10 A pril 1853. He resigned  for Gil
lingham in Norfolk, and died on 25 August 1879 aged 56, being buried in 
Cobham churchyard outside the east wall of the chancel. Loring, described  
as a widower at the census of 1861, m ust have m arried  again since h is son 
W illiam , c la ss ica l scho lar and archaeolog ist, w as born at Cobham in 1865.
(39) 1867. G erard  Bancks, BA (Cantab.) He becam e cura te  of Cobham in 
1861, leaving a fte r th ree  y ea rs  fo r Newton Abbot, Devon. Returning to 
Cobham as v ica r in 1867 he resigned in 1884 owing to ill health, and for two 
y ea rs  a ss is ted  at Stoke d’Abernon. He then went to Topcliffe in Y orkshire , 
and died on 27 June 1890, aged 60, at Stanground M anor House n ear P e te r 
bo ro ug h^  B ancks’s testim on ials in possession  of the patron repeatedly 
re fe r  to h is c lea r and powerful voice.

(40) 1884. C ecil Beadon Young, MA (Oxon.) Born in 1848 he died on 27 
May 1889, and was buried in Cobham cem etery . In 1869 he was a student 
of L incoln’s Inn.a

(41) 1889. Thom as J e rv is  Edw ards, MA (Cantab.) He cam e from  Gaddesby 
in L e ic e s te rs h ire ,a and exchanged for Downham M arket in Norfolk. He 
died at G reat M alvern on 5 Novem ber 1919 aged 79.

(42) 1902. W illiam  Beaufoy Stillm an,M A (Oxon.) F rom  Downham M arket, 
Norfolk. Inducted 13 July 1902.a Died 12 October 1903, and buried in 
Cobham cem etery.*3 Born in 1857, he was in 1884 succentor of St P a tr ic k ’s 
C athedral, Dublin.

(43) 1904. W illiam  Leighton Grane,M A  (Cantab.) R ector of Bexhill 1889- 
1900. P rebendary  (Canon) of C h ichester.a Institu ted  to Cobham 18 January  
1904 at W inchester cathedral by the Bishop of G uildford.13 Select p reach er 
at Cam bridge 1904-05 and Hulsean le c tu re r  1913-14. Author of som e r e l i 
gious books. Died 28 August 1952 aged 97.c Canon Grane was grandson of 
Jam es D allaw ay,the antiquarian v icar of L eatherhead, who was son of 
another Jam es, a Stroud banker.

(44) 1923. John du Vallon B runt on, MA (Cantab.) Born 1869. C urate of



Cobham 1903-17. V icar of Hale near Farnham  1917-23.a R etired  1944. Died 
12 Novem ber 1962.b A m em ber of the Cam bridge U niversity XI in 1894. 
Captain of the Cobham Village C ricket Club for 14 years .
(45) 1944. Jam es A rm ltage Resigned fo r Shir land, D erbysh ire , in July 
1952. To Matlock 1957. Died at M atlock rec to ry  13 Novem ber 1961.a
(46) 1952. F red e rick  W alter C rooks, MA (Trinity College, Dublin).
F rom  St P au l’s, Dock S tree t, London, E. 1. Instituted 8 October 1952. 
Resigned for H aslem ere , S urrey , in D ecem ber 1962.a
(47) 1963. Sidney E v era rd  B iss  B arring ton . F rom  St P au l’s, B a tte rsea . 
Inducted and institu ted 18 M arch 1963.a

PART m  -  ASSISTANT CLERGY

(1) [1207-23] R In the tim e of Adam, Abbot of C hertsey , 1207-23, ’R. 
Chaplain’ w itnessed a c h a rte r  re la ting  to land at Bookham.a
(2) [1223-61] Henry In the tim e of Alan, Abbot of C hertsey , 1223-61. Henry, 
V icar, apparently lived on the site  of Church Stile House.a

(3) 1562. W illiam  Tubman. C urate. P resum ably  the v ica r was non
residen t since Tubman, a m oderately learned  bachelo r, d ispensed hos
p itality  at Cobham. He was unbeneficed and had no licence to p reach .
He was presum ably the W illiam  Tubbman who, according to Manning and 
B ray, was instituted to Fetcham  on 7 June 1564 and to W oodm ansterne in 
1565, dying in 1586.a
(4) 1780, Feb. John B ainbrigge, BA (Cantab.) Son of the Rev. R ichard 
B ainbrigge. Born 13 Novem ber 1753 at Chapel A llerton , Leeds, and baptized 
th ere  on 13 Decem ber. C urate at Abinger from  28 May 1776. Stipend at 
Cobham £40 .a
(5) 1794. F ran c is  W rangham  Born 1769, died 1842. C lassica l scho lar, 
m iscellaneous w rite r , book co llector and friend  of W ordsworth. The
Dictionary of National Biography says:-

'D uring 1794 and 1795 he served as  cu ra te  of the p arish  of Cobham in 
Surrey , and in conjunction with B asil Montagu took pupils at 200 1. 
p e r  annum each. S ir Jam es M ackintosh said of th e ir  long prospectus:
’A boy thus educated will be a walking encyclopaedia.’ At th is  period in 
h is life W rangham was a constant figure in the m ost illu s trio u s  society 
of London. Tow ards the close of 1795 he was presented  by Humphrey 
O sbaldeston . . .  to the rec to ry  of Hunmanby-with-M uston, near F iley

B asil Montagu, born 1770, died 1851, was a legal and m iscellaneous w rite r  
and p h ilan th ro p is ts  Venn says he was an illegitim ate son of the 4th E a rl 
of Sandwich ’and M artha Ray, a well-known singer and beauty, shot dead, 
when leaving Covent Garden th ea tre , Apr. 7,1779, by the Rev. Jam es 
Hackm an,R . of W iveton,Norfolk, who was in love with h e r .’



(6) 1808,18 Dec. Bennett Hoskyns, MA (Oxon.) Son of S ir Hungerford 
Hoskyns, B t., and C atherine. Born 1 May 1782 at Harewood, H erefo rdsh ire , 
and baptized th ere  5 May. Stipend at Cobham 50 guineas.a

(7) 1810,' 16 M arch. W illiam  B e rry , BA (Cantab.) Son of Bennis [sic] and 
E lizabeth B erry . Born 4 A pril 1785 at St P an c ra s ,an d  baptized th ere  23 
Novem ber 1786. Stipend at Cobham 50 guinea s .a

(8) 1812, M arch. John E dgar Gibson, BA (Oxon.) Son of John and E lizabeth 
Gibson. Born 20 October 1778 at St Laurence in T hanet,and baptized th ere  
on 22 Novem ber. Stipend at Cobham 50 guineas.a

(9) 1813, June. C h arles  A lfred L 'O ste ,B A  (Cantab.) Son of C harles and 
M ary L ’Oste. Born 15 D ecem ber 1789 at St M ary Colechurch, London, and 
baptized th ere  on 17 January 1790. Stipend a t Cobham £70 and £80.a

The re g is te rs  reco rd  h is f ir s t  baptism  at Cobham on 4 October 1813,and 
the la s t on 22 May 1815.

Nam es of o ther cu ra tes  a re  known, but biographical de ta ils  a re  lacking.

NOTES AND REFERENCES
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