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HERSHAM: CLEWS (TQ 11546423)

This house lay back on the w est sicte of the road from  H ersham  to E sher. It 
was of two sto rey s with a m odern one-sto rey  shop extended forw ard from  
the room  a t the south end. The roof was tiled and gabled, the f i r s t  floor 
windows had sliding sashes and the front was brick , rendered  over and with 
a s trin g  course.

Investigation showed that it incorporated a tim b er-fram ed  building of th ree  
bays to which other room s had been added a t e ither end (see Fig. 1). The 
cen tra l section was a sm oke-bay with blackened w attle-and-daub partitions 
which was la te r  superseded by a cen tra l stack. The orig inal ’baffle’ entrance 
w as in line with th is  stack and behind it the s ta irs  ro se , turned a t the bottom 
into a m odern outshut which may have had a p red ecesso r. The m ain entrance 
was la te r  tra n s fe rre d  to the south room , the old opening being bricked up 
with the exception of a sm all window.

The orig inal gam brel roof (hipped with gab lets),w as fossilized  in the la te r  
s tru c tu re . It was the clasped purlin  and queen post type with the principal 
ra f te rs  widened below the purlins to take a w ind-brace. The two orig inal 
end tru s s e s  (A and D) had both had arched b race s  but in the case of the 
south tru s s  these had been replaced by stra ig h t b races , notched where a 
do rm er had been cut through.

This building, which dated at le a s t from  the 16th century, was dem olished in 
1972 to make way for m odern shops.

Based on a rep o rt made by Joan M. Harding for the Dom estic Buildings 
R esearch  Group

KINGSTON UPON THAMES: 2A ST JAMES’S ROAD -  AN EIGHTEENTH 
CENTURY COUNTING HOUSE ? (TQ 17956910)

The dem olition by Kingston Corporation in August 1975 of th is sm all b rick  
building, a lm ost hidden behind a furn itu re  ’shop, cannot be described as a 
g rea t lo ss, for scarce ly  anyone had been aw are of its  existence. But the 
destruction  of a solid usable early  18th century s tru c tu re  may be deplored 
and as  a link with Kingston’s com m ercial h isto ry  it seem s to have been m ore 
significant than had been rea lised .
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Kingston upon Tham es A rcheological Society was allowed to survey the 
building before dem olition and photographs w ere taken by Kingston C am era 
Club (see F igs. 2 and 3). The building had been used in recen t y e a rs  for 
sto rage and e a r lie r  as  a prin ting w orks, a forge and according to the Kingston 
Tithe Award of 1839 in the Surrey Record Office, as  a stable belonging to the 
m ansion esta te  of the Rowlls family, Kingston’s best-know n brew ers . It 
proved however to be of surp rising ly  good quality and som e unusual fea tu res 
of the s tru c tu re  reinforced  the suggestion, a ris in g  from  study of the Poor 
Rate Books (KG3/ 2 /6 , 7 and 8 in the Kingston Borough A rchives), that it was 
to be identified with ’the new Compting House’ on which W illiam  H arvest, a 
b rew er, was a sse ssed  at a ra teab le  value of £4 (indicating a fa irly  substan
tia l building) in 1737. This item  does not appear in the next e a r l ie r  su rv iv 
ing ra te  book of 1724. One of the ground floor casem ent windows on the 
north side retained the orig inal mullion and transom  indicating that they 
w ere ’c ro ss  windows’, consisten t with such a date.

Although the building faced tow ards the town, in the sense that its  orig inal 
door and the choicer detailing w ere on the north side, it was se t back on 
W illiam  H arv est’s land (the site of h is house and brewhouse) and was not 
aligned to the s tree t, now known as Bath P assage . It was not a house and 
certa in ly  not orig inally a stable. P erhaps the m ost significant points w ere 
that there  seem s to have been orig inally no in ternal stairw ay and that the 
ground floor had been very  light, with four la rge  windows on each long wall, 
while the f ir s t  floor was one room  deep and had windows on the south side 
only. No tra c e s  of the orig inal in ternal layout, except a chimney on the w est 
side, had survived, but rem em bering that c le rk s had to work m ainly by day
light, the ground floor could well have been intended as an office, the count
ing house where the paper-w ork of the brew ery was done and money kept 
for wages. The c le rk s  would probably have lived over the p rem ise s  (as did 
appren tices and shop ass is tan ts), but for security  the ground floor would 
have been locked a t night and the upper room s would have been reached by 
an external s ta ir , probably at the eas t end. Over the five ’blind’ re c e s se s  on 
the north fron t w ere flat gauged brick  heads above which was a fine d eco ra 
tive  b rick  frie ze  (detail X on Fig. 2). F rom  th is  ro se  a parapet in fron t of 
the m ansard  roof. T his detailing indicates that at the tim e of building the 
p roperty  was erec ted  to a high standard.

T here a re  docum entary re fe ren ces  to other counting houses in Kingston, but 
none now surv ives. It is  unfortunate, but no doubt inevitable, that Kingston, 
with its  long com m ercial h istory , should destroy evidence of that h isto ry  in 
each generation.

J. E . W akeford and I. J . W est

NEWDIGATE: CHERRY END COTTAGE (TQ 210437)

C herry  End Cottage was described by Ian N airn and Nikolaus P evsner as  ’an 
ex trao rd inary  survival for Surrey—a tiny half-tim bered  cottage, s till lived in, 
of one sto rey  and one room ’.
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Fig. 3 2a St. Ja m e s1 s Road, Kingston upon Tham es (2)



This cottage has now been swept away but it w as reco rded  by the D om estic 
Buildings R esearch  Group a s  follows (see Fig. 4): 

It m easu res  only 12 ft by 10 ft. It was an exam ple of a tim ber fram ed single 
end chimney house, built on w aste land, probably in the ea rly  17th century.
The roof w as gabled and tiled. The outside fram ing  was typical of that period,



in Surrey, with square panels and diagonal s tra ig h t co rner b race s  in the end 
gable tru s se s . The panels a re  now filled with b rick  nogging except for two 
under the eaves which re ta in  the w attle and daub.

The little  house has only one bay and the windows do not reach  the wall plate. 
T here has always been an upper floor — a half sto rey , w ithin the roof space, 
and the window for th is upper room  is  se t in the gable end over the lean-to . 
This gable end is  clad in hanging tile s . 
The lean -to  a t the end away from  the chimney is  3 ft wide and could only 
have been used as  a s to re  room . The cill of the house has been cut to give 
access  to th is  space. A fu rth e r and m odern lean -to , of corrugated  iron , has 
been built out for the length a t the back. A ccess to th is  sto rage space is  
from  outside the house.
E ntry to the cottage is  by a door near the cen tre  of the facade, with a window 
on e ither side. T here is  a drop of one foot into the living room  which is  
floored in random  H orsham  stone.
The orig inal s ta ir  ladder r is e s  to the fron t of the cottage and behind the door, 
making use of the light from  the window th ere . The other window ligh ts the 
inglenook hearth . Both windows have wide wooden c ills .

Beside the hearth  and in the angle between hearth  and house is  a cupboard. 
This has been built to the depth of the chimney stack and is  tim ber fram ed 
with a sloping tiled roof. The cupboard opens into the living room .

The inglenook hearth  is  filled with a little  iron  range, and it was not possible 
to find tra c e s  of a b read  oven.

The s ta ir  ladder is  of good stout elm  planks. It r is e s  to the u p s ta irs  room  
through a fram ed opening in the rough jo is ts  which s tre tch  from  the fron t to 
the back of the room .

The land on which the cottage had been built was a sm all triang le  of coppice 
adjoining the road.

Joan M. Harding

TADWORTH: HEATH COTTAGE, BRIGHTON ROAD (TQ 243552)

This was a flin t-bu ilt cottage with brick  d ress in g s  and a sla te  roof (see Fig. 
5). The windows had wooden m ullions and ’tr a c e ry ’. It was built between 
1844 (Tithe Map) and 1866 (OS Map—Surrey XXVI-2). T here w ere m odern, 
single sto rey  additions. It was dem olished in 1973 to allow dual c a r r ia g e 
ways for the A217.

T here is  a s im ila r cottage a t No. 4, Shelvers Way, Tadworth (’Copleys’) and 
another at Kingswood, both of s im ila r design but differen t m a te ria ls . They 
probably housed w o rk ers  for Kingswood W arren E sta te  w here the m ansion 
is  now occupied by the B B C  Engineering R esearch  D epartm ent.

A. B. E. C lark  and G. Stannard



l i l t u

H
H

a

Fi
g.

 5 
He

ath
 

C
ot

ta
ge

, 
T

ad
w

or
th



WALTON-ON-THAMES: ASHLEY PARK (TQ 09856556)

Ashley House was situated about half a mile south of the village of Walton-on- 
Thames and took its  name from that part of the parish anciently known as 
Ashley; the earlies t recorded reference to the place-name occurs in 12941. 
The mansion, known as Ashley Park in its later years  but originally called 
Ashley House, was built 1602-7 on Crown land which had been leased in 1550 
to a yeoman farmer named Roger Yonge for the duration of his life and for 
40 years  thereafter2. Until recently the name of the builder of the house was 
unknown but recent research has established that it was Lady Jane Berkeley, 
(2nd wife of the 7th Lord Berkeley)3.
A great deal is  known about the original house as the building accounts have 
survived and are held in Surrey Record Office4. It was built of locally-made 
brick but stone from Headington and Petworth was used for window and door 
dressings, staircases , etc. The core survived the extensive alterations made 
in the 18th century and appears to have had a conventional H-plan with mul- 
lioned windows, some of which remained in the gables of the entrance front 
(see Fig. 6).

Lady Jane Berkeley died in 1617/8 but a few years  before her death her
brother, Sir Michael Stanhope, acting as her trustee, sold the house and 
estate to Archibald Campbell, 7th E arl of Argyle5. He allowed the rent due 
to the Crown to fall into arrears  during the period 1613/15 and possession 
was resumed by the Crown. The moving spirit behind this resumption was 
a courtier named Henry Gibb who was a groom of the bed-chamber to 
James I and it is  not surprising that he obtained the next grant of Ashley 
House, only to sell it back to the Crown in 1626, when he obtained a grant of 
lands in Durham instead6. A legal dispute which arose from this trans-  
action was s till being argued in the Court of Exchequer in 16407.
In 1628 Charles I granted Ashley House to Christopher Villiers , 1st E arl of 
Anglesey, for a term of 51 years8. When he died in 1630 the house continued 
in the possession of his widow and it was presumably either she or her 
second husband, Benjamin Weston, a younger son of Richard Weston, 1st 
E arl of Portland, who installed the superb main staircase. This was of a 
type not uncommon in mid-century when the conventional balusters were 
replaced by pierced wooden panels of swirling acanthus foliage and the 
massive newels crowned by vases of carved fruit or flowers. (There is  a 
typical example, on a smaller scale, in Guildford House). In this case the 
vases were omitted but in compensation the newels themselves and the 
strings were elaborately carved in low relief.
When the Countess died in 1662, the house went to her husband who sold it to 
his elder brother, Jerome Weston, 2nd E arl of Portland, from whom in 1663 
it passed to his son, Charles Weston, 3rd E arl9. This Charles was killed in 
the naval action against the Dutch off Lowestoft in June 1665 and in his will, 
made shortly before he put to sea, he left his mother a life interest in Ashley 
House. The house thus remained in the possession of the Dowager Countess 
of Portland until her death in 1693/4. At some point during the tenancy of



the V illie rs  or W estons, probably in 1630, the Crown su rren dered  the f re e 
hold of the Ashley lands to the tenant.
The executors of the Dowager Countess of P ortland apparently  sold the house 
and the esta te  to Sir Thom as C larges about 1697 and they rem ained in h is 
possession  until h is death in 1 7 0 5 /610. The next owner was Sir R ichard Pyne 
who was made Lord Chief Ju stice  of Ireland in 1695; he died at Ashley in 
1709 and was buried in Walton P a rish  Church.
Ashley was next purchased by R ichard Boyle, Viscount Shannon, who ca rried  
out extensive a lte ra tio n s to the house. His a rch itec t is  believed to have been 
Sir Edward Lovett P ea rce  (1699-1733),11 who had a distinguished c a re e r  in 
Ireland, designing P arliam en t House in Dublin, and sev era l g rea t m ansions. 
H ere he replaced many of the Jacobean windows by double-hung sashes, 
round-headed for the m ost part, while in ternally  he app ears to have in serted  
th ree -cen te red  a rch es  and painted panels of troph ies around the s ta ir  hall.
In one of the wings (the fo rm er long ga lle ry?) he form ed a m agnificent b a ll
room , the bays divided by coupled C orinthian colum ns, furnished with a b a r 
oque fire -p lace .
Viscount Shannon died in 1740 and his widow in 1755, when the property  p a s 
sed to th e ir  only child G race,C ountess of M iddlesex. Her m other had left 
£1000 in her will for the erec tion  of a monument to her husband and h e rse lf  
and th is, one of the m ore notable w orks of the g rea t Louis F rango is Roubiliac, 
the Countess had installed  in the north a is le  of the p arish  church, in the face 
of considerable opposition from  many of the p a rish io n e rs12.
When the Countess of M iddlesex died in 1763, ra th e r  than leave Ashley House 
to her husband, C harles Sackville (la ter to become 2nd Duke of D orset), she 
bequeathed it to her cousin, John Stevenson, who lived there  until h is death in 
177813. He was survived by th ree  sp in ster s is te rs , the la s t of whom had died 
by 1786 when the property  passed to another cousin, Henry F le tcher. (The 
m others of G race Boyle, John Stevenson and Henry F le tcher had been re sp e c 
tively G race, Jane and Isobel Senhouse.)
The f ir s t  Henry F le tcher to own Ashley House w as active in the a ffa irs  of 
the E ast India Company, w as MP for C um berland from  1768-1802 and was 
made a baronet in 178214. He was succeeded by h is son, the second Sir Henry, 
in 1807 who in tu rn  was succeeded by h is son, the th ird  Sir Henry, who died 
in 1851. All th ree  lived at Ashley, played som e p a rt in local a ffa irs  and w ere 
buried in Walton churchyard. However the fourth Sir Henry F le tcher sold 
the esta te  about 1860 to Sassoon David Sassoon15. (At the tim e of the Walton 
E nclosure Award of 1802, the esta te  had been in creased  from  about 190 to 
some 450 a c r e s . ) Ashley P a rk  rem ained in the possession  of the Sassoon 
fam ily until 1923, being occupied successively  by Sassoon David Sassoon 
(1832-67), Joseph Sassoon (1855-1918) and Sassoon Joseph Sassoon (1885- 
1922). The house was pulled down about 1925 and the land developed as  a 
h igh -c la ss  housing esta te . A few garden w alls, some lodges and an ice-house 
a re  a ll that rem ain .

M. E. Blackma
(Based on the w r i te r ’s ’ Walton and W eybridge LHS P ap e r No. 16, 1976.)
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WALTON-ON-THAMES: HILLINGTON HOUSE (TQ 10086492)

The houses m ost at r isk  nowadays a re  not so much those erected  under the 
G eorges or V ictoria, which have soc ie ties dedicated to th e ir defence, but the 
many agreeable Edw ardian houses which, un less a ttributable to Lutyens, 
perish  unrecorded and mourned only by a d iscern ing  few. E specially  does 
th is apply in the outer suburbs w here building land is  at a prem ium .

Hillington House (not ’Willingdon House1, Sir N ikolaus!)1 was of th is genre 
although technically V ictorian, having been built by Niven and W igglesworth 
in 1897 on land sold by Sassoon Joseph Sassoon of Ashley P a rk  to a M r Jam es 
Smith. 2 Its  principal facade, which faced the London & South W estern Railway, 
w as a com position of th ree  bow windows, very  richly  decorated with stucco
work and separated  by two dutch gables (see Fig. 7). T here w ere s im ila r, 
la rg e r  gables on the end elevations and the m assive chimney stacks had 
arched re c e sse s .
In 1954 the house was converted into th ree  fla ts  but th is did not save it from  
dem olition in 1965.

J. W. Lindus Forge
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WESTMOLESEY: THE GROVE (TQ 13106830)

The land was probably orig inally  p a rt of the m anor of Walton as it belonged 
in the 18th century to the P a lm er fam ily who w ere lo rd s  of that m anor.



Fig. 7 Hillington House, W alton-on-Tham es: fron t elevation
Photo E. S. Laurie

The house was purchased in 1829 by John W ilson C roker, M P, P rivy  Coun
c illo r, author, S ecretary  to the A dm iralty and the man who is  usually credited 
with being the f ir s t  to suggest the name ’C onservative1 for the Tory party .

On October 5th 1828 he re fe rs  to the lease  of th is ’cottage1, where Lord 
Hotham was born ’and I wonder how . .  . any gentlem an’s fam ily, however 
sm all, could have been stowed away in it, as  there  a re  but two best bedroom s 
and they a re  sm all. I intend to add th ree  bedroom s.’1 In the end he employed 
Decim us Burton to re-m odel the house. 2 His descendants occupied it until



Fig. 8 The Grove, W est M olesey

the n ine teen -th irties , when it was sold to F araday House E lec trica l College 
for use as  a spo rts  ground (see Fig. 8).
During the Second W orld W ar it w as used as  a B ritish  R estauran t and a f te r 
w ards becam e a spo rts  club for B entalls, the Kingston s to re . In 1974 it came 
on the m arket and was bought by E lm bridge Borough Council for m unicipal 
housing. A g rea t deal of con troversy  ensued over the fate of the house and 
it m ysteriously  burned down one night. Within tw enty-four hours and before 
any attem pt a t p reserv ation  could be organised, the Council dem olished it.

Rowland B aker
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