
Rake Manor, Godalming, Surrey
ALAN B O T T

Following an account of its origins, the history and ownership of Rake are traced from the 16th to the 
20th century. The development and additions to the estate, the house and its outbuildings, the mill and 
the pleasure gardens are then described. These include Tudor and Stuart work with extensions by Ralph 
Nevill, Sir Edwin Lutyens and M  H  Baillie Scott.

H istory and Ownership

Rake (hraece) is a Saxon word m eaning ‘th roa t’. A lthough the m anor borders the river 
Ock -  a tributary of the W ey, itself a tributary of the Tham es -  and lies in a large shallow 
valley, the topography scarcely suggests a pass or ‘th ro a t’ of land. It seems more likely 
therefore, that the nam e derives from an early owner rather than the local geography . 1 In 
fact, the first surviving record of the nam e here (it also occurs in east Surrey and in Sussex) 
dates from 1321, when R obert de Rake of the parish of W itley ‘quitclaim ed to Thom as 
atte M ulle of Catteshall all right and claim ... in one messuage, two mills, eight acres of 
land and eight acres of meadow with appurtenances in Catteshall next to G odalm ing ’ . 2 In 
1324, R ichard de M edemefelde, the son of Robert de Rake, released to R ichard le C ourt 
his right to all lands and tenem ents with the appurtenances in the parish of W itley . 3 In 
the Surrey Taxation R eturns of 1332 certain ‘villata de W ytle’ were assessed as follows: 
R ichard de Rake ‘iii s. iii d. o b .’ Joh n  de Rake ‘ii s. ix d. ob. q a .’ and W illiam de Rake 
‘xiiii d. qa. ’ . 4

From the mid 16th century onwards m any of the surviving docum ents about Rake relate 
to the water mill which was situated in the centre of the northern bank of the pond (or 
lake as it was later called) through which the river Ock passes on its passage to jo in the 
river W ey in the vicarage garden in Godalming. It was the mill which always provided at 
least part of the livelihood of the owner of , Rake House, which lies at the centre of the 
eastern edge of the lake. But the origins of the mill are unclear. Domesday Book lists six 
mills in Godalm ing H undred -  three in Godalm ing itself and one each at H am bledon, 
H urtm ore and Peperharow. Subsequently, there was a total of seven watermills in the 
Godalm ing area -  Catteshall, Eashing and W estbrook on the river W ey and Enton, H atch, 
Ockford and Rake on the river O ck . 5 The fact that W itley, in whose parish Rake lay, has 
a full entry under Godalm ing H undred in Domesday, but is not recorded as having a mill, 
suggests that Rake Mill did not then exist. About a mile from Rake stands M ilford -  a 
nam e which first appears in 1235 in the Assize Rolls, as Muleford (ford by the mill). This 
could be Rake M ill. 6 M ilford, in which Rake now lies, became an ecclesiastical parish in 
1844 (fig 1).

The earliest unequivocal evidence for the existence of both a fulling mill and a dwelling 
at Rake occurs in 1548, in a survey of the m anor of W itley, which is described as being 
formerly in the possession of Jasper, Duke of Bedford. The entry reads: .

Robert Mellershe holds a tenem ent in which he dwells with divers lands, 
meadows, feedings and pastures pertaining to the same, containing by 
estimation 26 acres and one fulling mill called Rakes Myll in W itley in his 
own tenure called Rake Myll and renders therefore 6s. id . 7

Robert M ellershe, who appears am ong the ‘liberi tenentes’, was doubtless a m em ber of 
the family who had been in the area since at least the 12 th century and whose nam e



Fig 1. Part of the Witley T ithe M ap of 1844, showing Rake House, the mill, pond and surrounding lands



Fig
 

2. 
Pl

an
 

of 
Ra

ke
 

in 
19

88
. 

Th
is 

up
da

te
s 

the
 

pla
n 

fir
st 

pr
in

te
d 

in 
Th

e 
St

ud
io

 Y
ear

 
B

oo
k

, of 
de

co
ra

tiv
e 

art
 

in 
19

08
. 

Th
e 

fo
rm

er
 

us
es

 
of 

the
 

va
rio

us
 

ro
om

s 
an

d 
su

rr
ou

nd
in

gs
 

are
 

sh
ow

n,
 

w
he

re
 

ap
pr

op
ri

at
e,

 
in 

br
ac

ke
ts



appears in G odalm ing’s Parish Registers up until the 20th. It m ay be noted that the Rake 
estate in the m id 16th century was only one third of what it was later to become. It is not 
surprising that Rake Mill was dedicated to fulling at this time. The process of fulling (the 
cleansing and thickening of woollen cloth by pounding it in a solution of fullers’ earth) by 
the use of w ater power, rather than treading by foot, dates at least from the 13th century. 
At Catteshall, in the 14th century, one of the mills was used for fulling, the other for 
grinding co rn . 8 Indeed, by the 16th century, the woollen industry in particular had brought 
such growth to Godalm ing that in 1563 Q ueen Elizabeth constituted it a m arket town by 
statute and in 1575 granted it a.charter of incorporation. The Pream ble to the O rdinances 
and Constitutions of Godalming, which were confirmed by the Lord Chancellor in 1620, 
refer to it as ‘an auncyent clothing tow ne’ and notes that ‘the inhabitants thereof of long 
tim e and before the m em ory of any m an to the contrary have been principally employed 
in the m aking, dyeing, fulling and dressing of woollen cloth . ’ 9

It seems that Robert Mellershe died shortly after the survey of 1548, for in the Subsidy 
Rolls of cl 550 ‘Joh an  M ellershe wydowe’ was assessed in W itley at 10s on goods valued at 
£10. By 1571, John , the son of Robert, seems to have succeeded for he was assessed at 
10s towards the subsidy then being voted. But it was the action brought against him  in the 
C ourt of the Exchequer between 1576 and 1578 by Thom as Jones, gentleman and the son 
of Thom as, one of H enry V III ’s sewars (food servers and tasters) of the Cham ber, which 
gives the first extensive insight into the affairs of R ak e . 10 Thom as Jones was at this time 
‘T he Q ueenes M ajesties farm our of the demeasnes of the M anor of W ytley’ which included 
the farm , or grange, of Sattenham . From  these proceedings it is evident that M ellershe 
had been busily engaged in im proving his mill at Rake, to the nuisance, it was alleged, of 
the com plainant whose lands he had caused to be inundated with water. D uring the 
previous seven years ‘Joh n  Mellershe of Rake, yeom an, by reason of makinge and 
inhaunsynge of certain heddes, dam m es and bayes of certeine pondes in W itley ... hath 
thereby overflowen and surrounded six or sevin acres of the beste grownde ... to the great 
hurte and noysaunce of the freeholde’. It was also claimed M ellershe had ‘of late made 
divers entryes into and through the said dem esnes’. It may be noted that Mellershe in his 
reply to these charges m aintained that there ‘hath benne a auncyent ponde and that the 
dam m es and headdes have benne of auncyent tyme erected and used as they are at theise 
presentes’.

Depositions were taken from the various witnesses whose personal memories confirmed 
the existence of the mill pond for at least the previous sixty years. Joh n  Dim mers, a 
G odalm ing shearm an aged 96, however, declared that the pond had not been m ade, when 
he first knew W itley parish. The Commission of 1577, appointed to take further evidence, 
inspected the area round the pond at the end of a dry sum m er and found that it was ‘very 
moyste and w aterish’. The case was set down for hearing in Easter term  1578; record of 
the judgem ent (if given) has not survived . 11

A bond, dated 20 M ay 1592, transferred possession from Joh n  M ellershe, the elder, 
clothier, and Jo h n  M ellershe, the son and heir apparent, and Thom as Rapley of W arneham , 
Sussex, to H enry  T anner alias Bell of W itley of ‘that messuage or tenem ent with a fulling 
mill thereunto belonginge and all the landes, tenem ents, meadows, feedings, pastures, 
comons, waste, woodes, underwoods and hereditam ents whatsover ... by estimacion eight
een acres’. T he bond was for £120 which, following custom ary practice, suggests that the 
property was valued at £ 6 0 .12 This transfer marks a significant point in the history of the 
estate; it also marks im portant social changes. The two Joh n  Mellershes were of local 
yeom an stock and had been designated clothier and shearm an respectively in 1585. The 
next two generations at Rake, although having historic links with the neighbourhood were 
associated with the periphery of the C ourt -  their wealth however, also deriving from local 
agriculture and industry. The tenure of H enry Bell and his successor Anthony Smith saw, 
in the years up to 1670, the golden period of R ake’s development: the house was re-built 
cl600; the lordship of the old royal m anor of W itley, including Sattenham , and the Thursley



Fig 3. Rake, cl881, from (upper) the east, (lower) the west. Drawn by Nevill before his additions were made on 
the north side



ironworks were acquired from Sir George M ore of Loseley in 1614 and 1623 for £1100 
and £200 respecdvely . 13

T he nam e of T anner was known in the W itley area in the early 16th century and a 
certain Thom as T anner alias Bell was the occupier of an inn in Godalm ing in 1591, at 
one time nam ed The Bell, which perhaps accounts for his nam e. The inn was later called 
The Maydenhedd. H enry was still styling himself T anner alias Bell as late as 1617. The 
Subsidy Rolls of 1593, 1594 and 1595 all discharged him  from the assessment on his lands 
in W itley -  in the latter years specifically because ‘he answers to the Household of the 
Q u een ’. C ertainly he continued in royal service, for the m onum ent in W itley church 
recording his death in 1634, ‘aged 80 yeares or thereabouts’, noted that he had been 
‘Clarke Controw ler of the Household to our late Soveraigne Lord King Jam es ’ 14 (fig 15). 
T here are two personal relics of H enry Bell in his house at Rake: his initials and the date 
1602 appear on the fine carved mantelpiece in the old parlour and, in the hall, there is a 
fireback, doubtless cast at his own iron works at Thursley which has the initials H .B . 
together with those of Anthony Smith, his great nephew and successor at Rake, with the 
date 1630 (figs 7b, 14a, 14b). The date and the initials A.S. are reversed, which suggests 
that they were a hurried addition to a standard m ould . 15 It is a m atter for conjecture as to 
whether this blunder caused Anthony Smith any irritation as he gazed at it during the 
following 40 years he was to live at Rake.

In 1629, H enry  Bell, being unm arried and without issue himself, had effected a settlement 
of all his real property including Rake, on the intended m arriage at W itley of Anthony 
Sm ith (junior) to Joan  H oare of Farnham . H e was the grandson of H en ry ’s sister Elizabeth 
and her husband H enry Smith. The Smith family had come to Surrey in the early 16th 
century from Yorkshire, and during the 17th century produced two mayors of Guildford. 
H enry  S m ith’s m other was Joan , daughter of Thom as H arw ard of Hall Place, M errow. 
H en ry ’s son, A nthony Smith (senior), had been one of the Clerks of the Spicery of Jam es 
1. 16 H e was m arried three times: his first wife was M ary, daughter of Francis M uscham p 
of Peckham  in Surrey; his second wife, M ary, was daughter of Thom as Cooper of Witley. 
A nthony (junior) was a son of the second m arriage. Anthony (senior) died in 1637 and 
was buried, as his will directed, in W itley church ‘wherein all unnecessary charges [were] 
to be avoided’. The inscription on his m em orial was recorded by Aubrey. The coats of 
arm s of Bell, Smith, H arw ard, M uscham p and Allen all survive in the beautiful 17th 
century painted glass in the hall and adjacent rooms at R ak e 17 (figs 12 a-g , 12j).

A nthony Sm ith (junior) lived at Rake for some 40 years. According to the inscription 
on the m onum ent placed under his coat of arms on the south wall of the north chapel in 
W itley church, he was ‘Lord of the M anor, who was pentioner to King Charles ye 1st and 
to K ing Charles ye 2nd ... and to this parish he was an ample benefactor’. T he tablet 
gives the date of his death as 6 O ctober 1670, but as W itley Parish Register gives his date 
of burial as 13 O ctober 1669, and in view of the fact that his will was proved on 11 M ay 
1670, this is undoubtedly an error for 1669 (fig 16). There is a wealth of surviving 
docum ents which illuminate the period of A nthony Sm ith’s tenure as lord of the m anor of 
W itley and his residence at Rake. H e is revealed as a m an of business concerning himself 
about his ironworks at Thursley as a source of profit to himself and his tenants; he may 
also be seen as a country gentleman husbanding the game and hunting rights in the vicinity 
and especially the propagation of the carp in his various ponds. In an incident in 1635, it 
is evident that royal help was required to deal effectively with poachers. The m aster of the 
K ing’s hunts was ordered to give assistance; the setter dogs were to be seized and destroyed 
along with the nets and snares; future offenders were to be brought before the C ourt of 
S tar C h am b er . 18 In 1665/6, Charles II com m anded Anthony Smith to make himself 
responsible for game preservation and the royal hunting rights within an eight mile radius 
of his house at Witley. He was ordered to preserve ‘the hare, pheasant, partridge, heath 
poult, heron and other wild fowl, much destroyed by divers disorderly persons with 
greyhounds, mongrills, setting dogs, spaniells, guns, tram mills, tunnells, netts, and other



Fig 6. Rake Court from the north-east in 1990, showing the successive additions by Nevill, Lutyens, Baillie 
Scott and Caroe



eng ines.’19 Besides his involvement with both Kings Charles I and Charles II, Anthony 
Sm ith also had dealings with the Lord Protector. About the year 1654, Anthony had 
enclosed some areas of the common land on Pudm ore to restrict the cutting of peat. It was 
held that this was a wrongful reversal of the decision of the C ourt Baron in 1634 when 
H enry  Bell opened up the land for this purpose. A nthony Sm ith’s case was that the 
stripping of the tu rf adversely affected the pasture and general drainage. O n appeal, Oliver 
Crom well sent a circular com m and in 1657 to the 60 m ain tenants of the m anor forbidding 
the cutting of peat on Pudm ore C om m on.20

A nthony S m ith’s will of 1668 provides an illum inating picture of his personality, his 
benevolence and his style of living at R ak e .21 He was to be buried beside his ancestors in 
W itley church; £50 was to be bestowed on his funeral; £100 was to be spent on poor boys 
and girls in the parish of W itley and Thursley for placing them  apprentice to some lawful 
trade; £80 was dedicated to the ‘ancientest poor people’ in the two parishes to buy the 
m en black coats and the women black gowns to keep them  warm; £60 was left to the 
church wardens of W itley to buy a great or tenor bell. It is still there and bears the 
inscription ‘W illiam Eldridge made mee 1670’; his foundry was at Chertsey. Anthony 
S m ith’s roll-call of personal possessions gives an interesting view of the furnishing of Rake 
at the time of the Restoration. It provides that:

Any wainscot, glass, benches, stools, chairs, hangings, frames, tables, 
cupboards, brewing vessels, furnaces, troughs, hutches, bowls, vessels, 
tubs, barrels, pewter, brass bedsteads, trunks, chests, jacks, andirons, spits, 
or any other standers or implements of household stuff or husbandry or 
m aterials belonging to the iron mills in or about testator’s dwelling-house, 
or any of his houses within the parishes of W itley or Thursley, not to be 
rem oved, sold or disposed of, but held and enjoyed by those who shall be 
entitled to estates and interest in the same houses and iron mills, otherwise 
than as afterwards disposed of.
To his loving wife the plate, jewels, feather beds, bolsters, blankets, rugs, 
curtains, vallances, sheets, table linen, napkins, clothes, and hangings in 
his said dwelling-house and out-houses, and all cattle, corn and hay, wood, 
fother, and dung in or about his dwelling-house, outhouses, barns, and 
grounds in his own possession, and fish in the pond near his dwelling- 
house and £300.

A codicil to the will which appointed A rthur Onslow of C landon, esquire, as an overseer 
of the will bequeathed:

To the said A rthur Onslow two hundred of testator’s best carps in any of 
his ponds adjoining to his iron works in W itley and Thursley. Three 
hundred more of his next best carps in the said ponds to his loving wife, 
and the ponds and their appurtenances to her for one year for the drawing 
and taking of the said carps. The rem ainder of the fish to the person who 
has the freehold of the ponds, to be preserved and kept for store.

T here can be no doubt that Anthony Smith, as lord of the m anor of W itley, was the 
most substantial local grandee that has ever lived at Rake. Like H enry Bell before him, 
‘old A nthony’, as he was sometimes called, had no direct issue. He therefore divided his 
estates principally between his brother Thom as, who became lord of the m anor of W itley, 
and A nthony Smith Meale (then aged about 12 years), the grandson of A nthony’s sister 
Elizabeth, the wife of Joh n  M eale, clerk of Gathill in Ireland, who inherited Rake. In 
about 1730, T hom as’s successors were to build themselves M ilford House, a fine brick 
m ansion on the old Portsm outh Road. W itley m anor came by m arriage to Philip C arteret 
W ebb of Busbridge Hall in 17 63 . 22 Anthony Sm ith’s descendants at Rake continued to 
own the house there for the next 170 years but their residence was less auspicious, being
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punctuated by wrangles, mortgages and absenteeism. Architecturally, this was im portant 
for it m eant that no one, in effect, had either the interest or the resources to alter H enry 
Bell’s house for almost three centuries.

Evidently the full term s of Anthony Sm ith’s will were not im plem ented for more than 
two years after his death, although a Chancery decree was m ade in 1673 ordering its 
im m ediate fulfilment. The delay was doubtless caused, partly at least, by the animosity 
that existed between the Smiths and the M eales. Anthony Sm ith’s widow, Joan , seems to 
have had a life interest in Rake; she died H 674-5. In October 1675, M rs Andrew Meale, 
A nthony Sm ith M eale’s m other, approached Ann, the daughter of Stephen Hum frey, a 
local property owner, with a bribe of £5 to open a trunk so that she could inspect some 
deeds relating to Anthony Sm ith’s will. W hen she was asked how this might be done, M rs 
M eale told A nn Hum frey that she ‘could easily pull off the hinges and make them  fast 
again and glue on the leather as it was ’ ! 23 In 1678, during the course of a case between 
the families M rs Meale had to intervene when her son A nthony violently assaulted his 
great-uncle, Thom as Smith, lord of the m anor of W itley, with a 9-foot long staff, beating 
him  violently over the head, the shoulders, the arms and the hands. The incident is vividly 
described in the Articles sworn by Thom as Smith who claimed that he cried ‘ “ W hat will 
you kill and m urder m e?” , whereupon the said Anthony Smith M eale replied “ By G od’s 
blood, I will”  and further to make out his malicious intent then and there sayd these 
words “ You old Rogue, I will beate out your bra ins”  ... Lastly, Thom as Smith sayth that 
by reason of his great age [he was 75 years old] and the malice, insolency and ill- 
behaviour ... [he] considers himself in danger of his life or to receive further mischief from 
A nthony Sm ith Meale unless some speedy recourse be timely taken to restrain h im ’ . 24

W hether or not Anthony Smith M eale ever lived at Rake is not apparent. He was 
m arried to A nn H um frey at W itley in 1681 and their children were baptised there. His 
children by his second m arriage, to Amy Crom pton, were baptised in Godalm ing, between 
1690 and 1700; in 1710 he is described as a resident in Godalming. In a m ap of Surrey 
actually survey'd and delineated by John Seller ... , of rl680, a ‘corne m ill’ is m arked at what 
m ight be either Rake or Enton. If it is indeed Rake, then this is the first apparent notice 
of the change from the mill being used for fulling and is doubtless attributable to the decay 
of the cloth industry in the area. In 1706, Anthony Smith M eale m ortgaged Rake. A 
Recovery of this year itemises the property as ‘three messuages, one water corn mill, three 
gardens, fifty acres of land, ten acres of meadow, ten acres of pasture, ten acres of wood . ’ 25 
A nthony Sm ith M eale was buried at W itley in 1723. His son, Joh n  M eale, succeeded but 
died in 1739 without issue. (The la tte r’s tombstone was removed cl860 from the chancel 
of W itley church and served as a hearth-stone to one of the stoves in the north-east of the 
nave -  it subsequently disappeared .)26 In 1739, the tenem ents, mill, farms and lands of 
Rake were ‘in the tenure of Joh n  M arner and W illiam Hogsflesh’. The estate passed in 
1739, through Joh n  M eale’s half brother, W illiam (died 1747) and his niece Ann Meale 
(died 1805), who m arried Thom as W oods of Godalming, clothier (died 1779), to their son 
Jo h n  W oods. H e resided at Rake at the time of his m arriage in 1771, following the 
professions of miller and farm er, until his death in 1799. At that time the estate passed to 
his wife and two sons in trust -  the property being conveyed to Thom as Woods, one of 
the sons, in 1805. In 1829, Thom as Woods sold part of the estate to Joh n  Colem an, the 
owner of Sattenham , the adjoining property. In 1836, the rem ainder of the property 
including the house, mill and pond was sold for £3,600 to Thom as D u rran t . 27 Thus ended, 
rather ingloriously, the ownership of Rake by the same family, though often somewhat 
tenuously, cl592 to 1836 -  almost 250 years.

Thom as D urran t came from Eastham pstead, Berkshire. He and later his son, Edward, 
were to be the last millers at Rake, surviving there until the end of the century. The 
Census R eturns of 1841 provide an interesting cameo of the m enage at that tim e . 28 In the 
house were Thom as and Ann D urrant, both aged 35 years, A n n’s m other, Ann M aria 
and seven children of whom Edward, aged 15, was the eldest. Also listed as residents at



Fig 11. Detail from the Roll of Arms of Anthony Smith, testified by Sir Richard St George, Clarenceux King of 
Arms, 1623-1635. It shows the arms of Smith/Bell, Smith and Sm ith/H oare (full Roll on fig 11a, 
Microfiche 00)

Rake were two agricultural labourers, one gamekeeper and their families. T he total 
com m unity consisted of 24 souls, of which only two were aged more than 35 years. Another 
valuable sidelight on Rake in the middle of the 19th century is provided by the W itley 
Tithe M ap of 1844 (fig 1). This shows that out of a total area of some 34 acres, the land 
taken up by the house, gardens, orchards, the mill and pond accounted for 7 acres, while 
the rem ainder consisted of 12 acres of arable land, 11 acres of meadow and 4 acres of 
pasture. The 'am ount of rent charge apportioned upon the several lands and payable to 
the vicar was £2 .6 .6 ’ . 29 A m ajor upset to this rural scene occurred with the coming of the 
railway; in 1857 a conveyance of two parcels of land m easuring 36 perches, on the south 
side of the estate, was made by Thom as D urran t to the Portsm outh Railway Com pany at 
a valuation of £125 .30 In 1862, Thom as was recorded as a 'private resident’ of Milford, 
presum ably living in the house at Rake; Edward was described as ‘m iller’ at Rake. Thom as 
died in 1879 and the estate was sold; Edward, however, continued as the miller until at 
least 1895. Described as of Rake Mill, he died at the age of 73 years and was buried at 
M ilford on 2 February, 1898.31

The new owner of the Rake estate was Ellis Duncom be Gosling whose family home was 
Busbridge Hall. After being educated at Eton and Oxford he stood unsuccessfully as M P 
for Guildford, being defeated by the H on St John  Brodrick. Ellis’s m other was the daughter 
of the Rev Edward Duncombe; on the death of her first husband, Ellis Gosling (senior), 
she m arried Captain J  C F Ram sden and they lived at Busbridge Hall until 1889. The 
Gosling tenure of Rake was most significant for the building work undertaken by Ralph 
Nevill, especially the kitchen wing, from 1882 onwards. At the age of 30, Gosling became 
afflicted and needed a medical attendant. He fell from a cliff at Ram sgate to his death in 
1897. He was succeeded at Busbridge Hall and Rake by his niece the H on Violet Frances 
M onckton who kept both properties until 1906.32 The Sale Catalogue of 1906 noted that 
Rake 'has been in the occupation of the late tenant [M rs C avan Irving] for close on a 
quarter of a century, previous to which the older portion had been carefully restored under 
the supervision of M r Ralph Nevill, FSA .’ This suggests that M rs Irving had become the



tenant of Ellis Gosling at Rake shortly before 1885. The property was apparently first 
designated Rake M anor in this period. M rs Cavan Irving was the friend of both Edwin 
Lutyens and G ertrude Jekyll and employed the former extensively at Rake to remodel the 
kitchen wing from cl899 onwards. O n the sale of the property in 1906, M rs Cavan Irving 
moved to Scotland and the new owners, the Rev Beresford Potter, Archdeacon in Cyprus 
(1901-1928), and his wife Sarah G ertrude, nee Perrins, were installed at Rake by 1907. 
Sarah Perrins was the grand-daughter of W illiam Perrins, one of the two founders of the 
celebrated Lea & Perrins W orcestershire Sauce company. She was the sister of Dyson 
Perrins, the notable fine art collector and benefactor of Oxford University. T he residence 
of Archdeacon and M rs Potter at Rake saw further substantial building works, now under 
the supervision of M H Baillie Scott. A part from the new drawing room, they also built 
the billiards/m usic room. In 1922, Archdeacon Potter commissioned Baillie Scott to build 
the W om en’s Institute building in M ilford which for some years was known locally as 
P o tter’s Hall. It is now the village hall and has several interesting similarities to the 
billiards room at Rake. In the same year, the Archdeacon was granted a licence to preach 
in M ilford C hurch. In 1925, the 87 acres of the m anor (66 of which, including the house, 
were in the nam e of Sarah, the balance being in that of the Archdeacon) were sold for 
£19,500 to T halia W estcott M alcolm, the wife of Donald M alcolm, of Shrubs Hill Place, 
Sunningdale . 33 Their daughter Thalia and her husband, M ajor Edward Fitzhardinge 
Peyton Gage, came to live at Rake in 1931.34 The tenure of the M alcolm /Gage family 
saw the final substantial alterations to the house. Baillie Scott built the new garages and 
stables; R aym ond Cary extended the kitchen wing on the west side. The entrance drive 
was redirected from the west to the east side of the house.



Fig 14. Fireplace in the parlour, inscribed for H enry Bell, 1602 (drawn by Miss E M  Butts)

D uring the Second W orld W ar, Rake had some interesting occupants billeted upon it. 
In Ju n e  1940, some 200 boys, between 14 and 16 years old, came to England to escape 
the G erm an occupation. They were soon placed under the control of General de G aulle’s 
etat major. As L ’ecole militaire des cadets de la France libre, they were later to form part of the 
illustrious military academy of Saint-Cyr in France. In the sum m er they were camped 
4sous la tente a Brynbach dans le Pays de Galles, puis, Fhiver venu, dans un manoir de Surrey, Rake 
Manor, non loin de Milford ... belle propriete patricienne’. 35 These latter arrangem ents, which 
were completed in early October, had been organised by the ‘Comite International d ’aide aux 
refugies et les Amis des Volontaires Franqais en vingt-quatre heures ... sur le domaine d ’un manoir 
appartenant a Vune des dames des comites [M rs Gage] ... fort sympathique personnalite d ’origine 
americaine’. Some 70 personnel were established in les dependences de Rake Manoir -  the barns 
and stables lying on either side of the drive. The boys were lodged in the old Sattenham  
barns grouped around une grande cour, pompeusement baptisee Place d ’Armes. T heir class rooms, 
mess and the office of their first com m ander, Capitaine Frederic Lescure, were in Rake 
stables and the coach house (fig 20). O n 30 Decem ber 1940 General de Gaulle himself 
came down to review the cadets who, together with a contingent of the indigenous Hom e 
G uard , were drawn up in the courtyard facing the gates. H e also took the salute from a 
stone podium  on the south side of the Place d ’Armes. In the evening, in the billiards room, 
the General watched the cadets perform several sketches, ‘maladroits et improvises, certes, mais 
executes dans une chaleureuse ambiance’. Declaring himself satisfied with his visit, the General 
gave £100 to be distributed amongst the cadets. 36 O n 4 February 1941, L ’ecole militaire des 
cadets de la France libre transferred from Rake to ‘la “public school” de Malvern, petite ville 
d ’eaux de Worcestershire’. Almost 50 years later, one of the cadets recalled the scene: ‘un peu
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Fig 15. M onum ent to H enry Bell, 1634, in the north chapel of Witley church

de neige blanchit le sol et Mrs Gage, toute droite dans son manteau de leopard, tete nue, nous regarde 
partir avec melancolie’. Relics of the occupation at Rake are to be seen in the graffiti on two 
bricks, on the right side of the outside door to the billiards room, which are inscribed 
‘F R E L ’ and ‘1940’ (fig 21). Further, one of the inner doors of the stables has the inscription 
Entree Interdite in white pa in t. 37 The Gage family spent the latter part of the war in America, 
leaving the m anor in the care of a housekeeper.

In  1950 M rs Edward Gage sold Rake for £30,000 to Joh n  George Gommes, a lawyer 
skilled in both English and French law. At this time, Sattenham  House and its surrounding 
land formed part of the Rake estate but these were disposed of shortly afterwards. Failing 
health caused Jo h n  Gommes to sell Rake M anor in 1968 to D Noaks of Ashtead but, by 
the exercise of an option, it was repossessed a year later by Patricia, Joh n  Gom m es’s 
daughter. She lived at Rake until 1978 after which the estate of 82 acres was offered for 
sale in fifteen lots. The house was divided into Rake M anor and Rake Court. The lodges, 
two cottages, the barns, stables and coach house, together with the fields and woodland, 
com prised the rest of the sale. This m ajor division of the estate signalled social changes 
even more profound than those almost four centuries earlier when the courtiers, H enry 
Bell and A nthony Smith, succeeded the yeom an, A nthony M ellershe, as masters of R ake . 38

T he estate, buildings and other properties

THE  E STATE

T he am ount of land attached to Rake House and Rake Mill has varied greatly over the 
centuries reflecting the changing prosperity of its owners. In 1548, it am ounted to 26 acres; 
in 1592 it was 18 acres. After the great period of consolidation in the early 17th century, 
apart from the land immediately round the house and mill am ounting to some five acres, 
the estate totalled some 80 acres. 39 The subsequent period of dissolution resulted in the 
reduction of the property to 34 acres by the time the T ithe M ap was drawn in 184440 (fig 
1). This m ap gives the first clear view of the house, gardens, farm buildings and the mill



as well as the division and names of the fields and meadows. Recorded as being in the 
occupancy of T hom as D urran t are the following:

Number Name and description of State of Acres, roods,
on plan premises cultivation perches

382 Pill field arable 3.3.27
383 G arden 38
402 Cottage 5
402a O rchard and mill 2.15
403 Mill pondw ater 2.1.37
404 House, garden & orchard 1.1.29
405 Buildings 1.0. 9
406 Little meadow meadow 1.0.19
407 House & garden 1.13
420 Pond moor meadow 2.0.36
420a pasture 2.1.24
421 Pigeon house field arable 2.3.21
421a pasture 1.2.38
428 Rail meadow meadow 2.2.31
429 W ithy bed wood 1. 9
430 Fulm ar field arable 5.1.33
431 Fulm ar meadow meadow 5.0.38

34.0.22

Am ount of rent charge apportioned upon the several lands 
and payable to the vicar ... £2 .6 .6 .

By 1906, the estate comprised only 15 acres but by 1925 it had grown to 87 acres. W hen 
M rs Edward Gage sold Rake in 1950, the estate, which by then included Sattenham  House 
and farm, had reached its greatest recorded size, 95 acres. The sale of the 82 acre estate 
in 1978 reduced the land attached to the old house to less than half its area in 1548.41

THE  HOUSE

The present homogeneous appearance of the house belies the fact that the southern portion 
dates substantially from c l600 (with additions) and the northern portion from the late 19th 
and 20th centuries (fig 2). The earliest written evidence for a 'tenem en t’ at Rake dates 
from 1548.42 There is no conclusive evidence in situ for work of this or, indeed, a medieval 
date in the present structure. However, the roof over the southern part of the house shows 
evidence of the re-use of tim bers, possibly from an earlier building. This is suggested by 
such features as beams worked with tenon joints and b ird ’s m outh apertures which have 
no relevance to their present positions. Some attenuated carpenter’s assembly marks in the 
upstairs corridor are, however, perhaps suggestive of a date earlier than 1600. Ralph Nevill 
was 'called in to restore’ the house in 1882.43 In  his narrative and plan of the house, he 
drew attention to a screen composed of ‘a post partition that had once been filled with 
plaster but the posts were so rough that it was impossible to tell if they were original or 
n o ’. This screen ran east/west at the southern end of the hall. At the northern end, ‘the 
two offices probably answered to the old buttery and pantry ... stairs led down to a cellar 
[on the east side] in which was a shallow well of clear spring water ... the staircase in the 
offices was one of those cut out of solid oak and led to a small room over the end [northern] 
office; from this other stairs that probably replaced a ladder, led from the landing into the 
roof’. This doubtless provided accommodation for the servants. These arrangem ents at 
Rake, with the screen at the opposite end of the hall to where it would have been in a



norm al medieval plan, together with the two parlours downstairs connected by the 
im posing staircase leading to the two im portant bedrooms with their fine fireplaces upstairs, 
correspond"with the fashion at the end of E lizabeth’s reign . 44

H enry  Bell built the existing house during the four decades after his acquisition of the 
property in 1592. The distinctive close studding of the gound floor external timbers and 
the square panels above, filled with brick nogging, date from this period (fig 3 upper). A 
wedge-shaped sinking, designed to take a raking strut during the construction of the tim ber 
fram ing, is still visible on the east side. H enry Bell either built or remodelled the south 
wing. In the middle is ‘the immense chimney block ... through which a passage has since 
been cut w ithout interfering with either fireplace’. The eastern parlour has a fine carved 
wooden mantelpiece inscribed ‘H .B . 1602’45 (figs 14a, 14b). Regrettably, however, the 
‘roughly executed arabesque scrolls in black distem per on the plaster jam b s’, discovered 
by Nevill on the fireplace here and in the room above, do not survive. The western parlour 
was enlarged and remodelled by Baillie Scott between 1906-8; the stone chimney piece 
and inglenook were introduced in 1936. H enry Bell also built the distinctive staircase in 
its attractive tu rret. The arrangem ent of the central newel post is unusual and illustrates a 
stage in the evolution of the staircase from the simple newel to that of an open well with 
banisters; certainly the handsom e banisters at the top of the stairs are typical of this period 
(fig 13). Nevill recorded that the newel ‘frame [was] composed of four oak corner posts, 
the space between which was filled with stud and plaster flush with the posts ... and is 
finished with an oak table to p ’. Panelling now replaces the stud and plaster. The 
arrangem ent of the roof tim bers suggests a late 16th or an early 17th century da te . 46

Fig 16. M onum ent to Anthony Smith, who died in 1669 -  the inscription wrongly states 1670 -  in the north 
chapel of Witley church



Finally, H enry Bell built the great brick chimney in the hall, m arking the completion of 
the work by providing the huge Fireback, doubtless from his own ironworks and dating it 
163047 (figs 3 lower, 7b).

W hen Ralph Nevill came to work at Rake in 1882 he thought that ‘it had been left 
untouched [since 1836 when the D urran t family had acquired it] and was probably in 
much the same condition as a hundred years previously, or indeed as when the builders 
left i t’. Certainly there is clear evidence for only two additions between c l630 and the late 
19th century. The first was the single-storey lean-to, the entrance to which was ‘cut through 
the original fram ing’ of the house between the great chimney stack and the north-west 
corner48 (fig 3 lower). A more attractive, 17th century, addition to the house was the 
arm orial glass relating to the Smith family which was doubtless introduced by ‘old A nthony’ 
and which is now ‘brought together’ with later additions, in the east and west windows of 
the ground floor (figs 12a-g, 12j). A magnificent illum inated transcript of the pedigree 
and roll of arms of the Smiths survives, which may be dated between 1624 and 163549 
(figs 1 1 , 1 1 a). Perhaps the early glass at Rake dates from a similar date. Indeed some of 
the decorative details in the glass, particularly in the Smith coat of arms itself, are so 
similar to the College of Arms transcript that it seems likely that the latter was in front of 
the glazier as he w orked . 50 Nevill described his own work at Rake from 1882 onwards as 
restoration; in fact, m uch of it was new building. O n the east side of the house, he found 
the tim ber of the upper windows to be original but the lower ones were not. H e placed a 
new bay window at ground level on this side. O n the west front, he remodelled the lean-to 
and added the porch at the south end of it (frontispiece, fig 4a). Judging  from old 
photographs, it seems that the arm orial glass, set in ovals, displaying the arms of Gosling, 
Ram sden and Duncom be was originally placed in this porch (figs 12h, 12i). In the interior, 
he provided the hall chimney with an elaborate panelled mantelpiece supported by pilasters, 
in the m anner of those of H enry Bell in the parlour, and inscribed them  with the initials 
of Ellis Duncom be Gosling (fig 7a). All of these features were swept away by Baillie Scott 
shortly after 1925. O n the north side of the house, Nevill built a completely new kitchen 
and servants’ wing, thereby perm itting the family to occupy all of the old house. His new 
building of Rake House stables and his additions to Rake Cottage complete the account of 
Nevill’s considerable work here during the 1880s51 (fig 19).

In 1913, writing perhaps a trifle condescendingly, Sir Lawrence W eaver noted ‘M r 
Nevill carried out his restorations at a time when such work was not so well understood as 
it is today and the building suffered somewhat ... M any years later M r Lutyens was called 
in by a new owner and built the new kitchen wing of the house with his usual skill and 
judgem ent . . . ’ 52 It was M rs C avan Irving, who had moved in as tenant of Rake sometime 
shortly before 1885, who engaged the young Edwin Lutyens. H e had apparently already 
done some work for her at her London house, 94 Eaton Place. None of Lutyens’s own 
plans for his considerable work at Rake now exists, although nine of the letters to his 
young wife, Lady Emily, written either from Rake M anor or about his work for M rs 
Irving, survive . 53 In a breathless letter^ dated ‘Ja n  30, night, ’99’ he lists the events of a 
busy day, including ‘Robins, M rs Irv ing’s bu ilder’. This almost certainly refers to work 
at Rake, for by 5 August 1899, he was writing on Rake M anor notepaper and the following 
day, in a letter from Miss Jeky ll’s home at M unstead W ood, he recalls he ‘went back to 
lunch with M rs Irv ing ’ . 54 W ork evidently proceeded at Rake during the following three 
years. W riting from the house on 1 1  August 1901, Lutyens reported ‘I came on & had a 
nice long afternoon with Bumps [Miss Jekyll] 3.30 to 7 o ’c. and then came on to Rake. 
M rs Irving is awfully kind but she talks such a lot ... ’ . 55

L utyens’s partner in his work at Rake and elsewhere at this time was E Baynes Badcock. 
Relationships between the two had been deteriorating for some time. O n 26 August 1902, 
a letter reported the conclusion: ‘a receipt from Badcock for final Rake paym ent which 
finishes anything I have to do with h im ’ . 56 It also suggests that Lutyens’s own commission 
here was complete, since there are no other references to Rake or the Irvings in his letters



until 1904, when he wrote, ‘they still go on with the house ’ . 57 C ertainly the Rake Sale 
Catalogue of 1906 says, ‘about four years ago the kitchen wing was added from plans by 
M r E L utyens ’ . 58 Lutyens’s work at Rake abutted that of Nevill on the north side. It 
included a servants’ hall, a room for the housekeeper, a back kitchen, a bu tle r’s pantry, a 
scullery, a larder, stores for wine, china, coals and wood, a knife and boot room, an 
enclosed yard, an open shed and three W Cs. Upstairs in the Nevill/Lutyens wing, there 
were, according to the Catalogue of 1906, on the first and second floor, ‘beyond a baize 
door’ a school-room, a housekeeper’s bedroom , two double bedroom s, with usual offices, 
a housem aid’s closet and three servants’ bedrooms. The exterior of these works remains 
unchanged, except on the east side where Baillie Scott was to make further additions (figs 
5,6). The interior was remodelled in the years immediately after 1978. However, the 
characteristic moulding of the fireplace in the servants’ hall, the interior window in the 
first floor passage and the large storeroom doors are clearly the work of Lutyens, but sadly, 
his other domestic fittings, including the wall storage cupboards, have gone.

A part from its sympathy with the older buildings, Lutyens’s work at Rake has its own 
elegance, patina and wit, which clearly distinguish it from its 17th century neighbour. O n 
the other hand, Baillie Scott’s work here is more consciously antiquarian and is often
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almost indistinguishable from the original house. Both architects acknowledged integrity as 
the fundam ental criterion for both design and execution, but Scott was the closer disciple 
of Ruskin and M orris and the Arts and Crafts m ovem ent. 59 Scott sometimes acquired 
ancient m aterials such as wood, tile, brick and iron-work from elsewhere for incorporation 
into his own work. W here original m aterial was not sufficiently available, he insisted on 
craftsm anship done in the old ways; the adze was freely used in the timbers of the billiards 
room at Rake. Baillie Scott seems to have worked here on four, or possibly five, separate 
occasions between 1906 and cl930. The Beresford Potters m ust have engaged him very 
soon after their purchase of Rake in 1906 for, by 1908, Scott’s extension to the drawing 
room and the bedroom  and roof above was com plete60 (fig 4a). The west facade of this 
extension combined features of the 17th century central gable of the house and Lutyens’s 
recent work at the north end of it. A projecting bay, with a gable above, was also added 
to the south side of the drawing room, whose most significant internal feature is the fine 
plaster ceiling, in T udor style, by G P Bankart.

In the same period, or a little later, Baillie Scott undertook other work on the house 
and the estate. By 1914, the lodge and the two cottages in Rake Lane had been built and 
a new western gable had been added to the lean-to (fig 4b). This perm itted the former 
housekeeper’s room to be converted into the A rchdeacon’s ‘library or study with brick 
fireplace and oak corner cupboard’. But Baillie Scott’s most im portant work at Rake, was 
‘a new billiards room over part of the kitchen premises for the same sympathetic clients ’ 61 
(figs 6,10). This is a very cleverly contrived room which is spliced into Lutyens’s earlier 
work which had term inated with a chimney at its eastern end. It is in the form of a Surrey 
barn, with late medieval style furnishings. It has a large inglenook fireplace on the north 
side and a small stage at the west end. The plaster ceiling of the latter is very similar to 
that by G P Bankart in the drawing room. The billiards room epitomises Scott’s sympathetic 
use of such m aterials as brick, wood, iron-work and glass in traditional ways, although the 
intentionally haphazard laying of the brick courses perhaps verges on pastiche. Following 
the example of previous builders at Rake, the arms of Archdeacon Potter were placed, in 
the glass of the great bay window62 (fig 12k). W riting in 1933, Baillie Scott noted ‘we 
were again commissioned [after 1925] to make still further alterations and additions’ to 
the house. H e removed the Gosling woodwork from the hall inglenook, which had been 
introduced by Nevill in 1882. In this period too, Scott built ‘the new garages and stables’ 
(fig 20). Towards the end of his career, Baillie Scott explained his philosophy in domestic 
architecture: ‘G randeur, dignity, display should have no place in our minds when we set 
out to build a house. The “ thought and feeling” which we should here try to express is all 
which is evoked by the word “ hom e” -  a place of retreat from the outside world, a peaceful 
refuge where we can go for recreation and repose ’ . 63 In his work at Rake, over a period 
of some 25 years, he was delightfully successful in achieving these ideals. A further series 
of works was undertaken in 1936, when the Gage family commissioned R aym ond Cary, a 
C anadian architect, to remove the lean-to and the ground floor western extension to 
Nevill’s gable, which lay between the original house and the Lutyens wing (fig 4c). Nevill’s 
gable was then extended westwards at its full height, using bricks and tim ber brought from 
Beaudesert, an Elizabethan house in W arwickshire, which was being demolished. These 
materials match perfectly with the contem porary work at R ake . 64 Yet a further extension, 
designed by M artin  Caroe, was made to the house in 1987. This is in the form of a hovel, 
or open cart-shed, and serves as a garage65 (fig 6). This last addition is on the north side 
of the old house, thereby following the progression established by Nevill, Lutyens and 
Baillie Scott during the previous century of building works at Rake.

THE MILL

Although Rake Mill probably predates the house and may have its origins at least as early 
as the 13th century, nothing is known of its actual appearance until the 18th century . 66



Fig 19. Nevill’s drawings of d881 for (upper) Rake House stables, (lower) Rake mill house



Fig 20. Free French cadets parading outside the stables during their period at Rake, 1940-1

By 1706, and possibly as early as rl680, the use of the mill had been changed from fulling 
to the grinding of corn, but this need not have dictated any changes to the wooden water 
wheel or the other m achinery which m ust have already been there. The earliest description 
of the mill is in the Royal Exchange Fire Insurance Policy No 165745, of 24 December 
1798. This is in the nam e of Joh n  Woods of Rake, farm er; it reads: ‘O n a corn mill- 
house, brick, boarded and tiled, situate at Rake aforesaid in his own occupation, £250. 
O n the standing and going gears, millstones, wire machines etc therein, £150. W arranted 
no steam engine ’ . 67 A lease and release m ade by Thom as Woods of Rake, m ealm an, and 
others in 1829 refers to ‘the w ater corn mill for the grinding of corn ... and the wheat kiln 
recently erected and held therew ith’. A nother lease and release, m ade by Thom as D urrant 
with Sarah and Elizabeth Woods in 1836, refers to ‘the cottage or tenem ent called the 
M iller’s cottage lately used as a wheat kiln and near the mill ... sometime since erected by 
Thom as W oods.’ This building is visible on the west side of the mill-house in the Tithe 
M ap of 1844; it was still there in 1870 but had gone by 189568 (figs 1,17). The shape of 
the mill-house itself can be seen in the T ithe M ap of 1844. It lay on the west side of the 
mill stream , abutting the dam , and m easured approximately 1 8 x 6  metres. A fragment of 
the brick north wall survives. 69 Percy Woods noted, ‘on revisiting the spot in August 
1900 ... the mill stated to be no longer used ...? mill taken down 1902 or 1903.’ This must 
refer to the mill only, since the Sale Catalogue of 1906 noted that ‘the mill wheel [is] 
carefully preserved and in good condition, ready to be used in connection with an electric 
light plant, as there is a good head of water which would develop more than sufficient 
power for the purpose’. The Sale Catalogue of 1925 advised that ‘water is laid on to the 
gardens from the lake, being pum ped by an overshot water wheel which also drives a 
circular saw if required ... drinking water is obtained from a deep well ... lake water is 
laid to the house being pum ped by water wheel to tanks in the roof and also to the lodge,



garage and garden’. Judging from the evidence of the brickwork abutting the dam  on the 
north  side, it is probable that the water wheel had a diam eter of some 4 m etres . 70 But the 
mill stream  had a final brief career without the water wheel. The Rake Sale Catalogue of 
1950 has the note, ‘electricity from turbine with 100 volt generator deriving power from 
the lake; also alternative supply from Ruston Hornsby oil engine; switchboard, battery of 
50 cells.’ The turbine was housed in the wall of the dam  above the mill-stream. O ther 
m achinery was housed in a small building at the north end of what had been the old mill- 
house . 71 It is said that light provided by these primitive m eans was interm ittent. By 1978, 
the house was on mains electricity and the turbine had fallen into disuse. Thus ended, a 
little ignominiously, the harnessing of the water power of the river Ock at Rake, after 
perhaps eight centuries.

So far as the mill-pond itself is concerned, there is little to suggest that, except on the 
east side, its topography has changed very m uch between the m ajor remodelling in the 
1570s -  with its resultant litigation -  and the present time. Nevill, writing in about 1900, 
however, noted that on the east side the water ‘came up close to the house, but has been 
considerably curtailed ’ . 72 H e also recalled that ‘the pond contained a num ber of immense 
carp ’, the descendants no doubt, of Anthony Sm ith’s rich store. By 1925, this ‘broad sheet 
of w ater overhung by alders and other water-loving trees [was] well stocked with trout, 
roach and perch .’ The lake -  it became so designated shortly after the closure of the corn 
mill, cl900 -  was cleared by steam dredger cl931 and by hoses in 1957. It was partially 
done again in the 1970s and again dredged by pum ping in 1988.73 A boathouse apparently 
existed by the bank just south of the weir in 1887. It was certainly there in 1913 and was 
still extant in 1938; although now gone, part of the footings at the south end can still be 
seen in the lake wall. 74

OUTBUILDINGS AND PLEASURE GROUNDS

W hen Thom as D urran t leased Rake from W illiam Woods in 1836, he secured not only 
the w ater corn mill but also the ‘capital messuage or tenem ent and the outbuildings thereto 
and also with the farm yard, barns, stables and other buildings, gardens and orchards . ’ 75 
T he farm yard and barns may be seen in the T ithe M ap of 1844 at the south end of the 
lake, west of the pigeon house (fig 1). Doubtless the barn was similar to the fine surviving 
Sattenham  barns which lie on the north side of the drive to Rake. The farm yard at Rake 
still existed in 1870 but had gone by 1895 -  no doubt as a result of the changes made to 
the estate by Ellis Gosling . 76 Sattenham  farm in fact became part of the Rake estate during 
the ownership of the M alcolm family and rem ained as such until c l950. The old site of 
Rake Farm  was described in 1906 as ‘the croquet law n’, with the area to the west of it as 
‘the wild garden’. The hovel, which was moved in the 1970s to the east side of the m anor 
to serve as a garage, was formerly sited at the south-west corner of the lake. But the most 
im portant surviving building of Rake Farm , still in situ, is the fine pigeon house (figs 18a,

Fig 2 1. Two bricks from the north wall of the billiards room, inscribed by a French cadet, probably in ‘honour’ 
of Capitaine Frederic Lescure, the first and very popular commanding officer



18b). Although possibly earlier, it is likely that this is coeval with H enry Bell’s remodelling 
of the House, c l600. T he pigeon house is an almost square building which probably 
originally had a bonnet in the centre of the apex of the roof for access by the pigeons. 77 
Inside, there are more than 150 nesting places in the walls. Possibly in the 18th century, a 
chimney and hearth with a bread oven were added on the ground floor. By 1906, the 
pigeon house was used ‘as a tool house’ and by 1925 it was ‘partly used as a cow house’. 
The opening on the south side was constructed after 1950, when the pre-war swimming 
pool was remodelled.

M ost of the rem aining outbuildings at Rake date from c l880 -  c l930. Stem m ing from 
Ellis Gosling’s decision to restore Rake House as a gentlem an’s residence, R alph Nevill 
was also engaged in the 1880s to refurbish the old house on the west side of the pond for 
use by the miller. Rake Mill House (now Rake Cottage) is shown on the T ithe M ap of 
1844 -  though unnam ed -  and its northern end, at least, appears to be Georgian (figs 1 , 
19 lower). Nevill’s work there produced ‘a picturesque cottage residence of half-timbering, 
brick and tile ’ . 78 At the same time, he also constructed Rake H ouse stables (now Lake 
Cottage) (fig 19 upper). This is in similar style and in 1906 it comprised ‘three stalls, two 
coach houses, harness room with groom ’s rooms over, surrounding a small ya rd ’. O n the 
north side lay the kitchen garden. By 1925, the groom ’s quarters had become ‘the 
chauffeur’s cottage ’ . 79 The outbuildings dating from 1906 onwards are all the work of 
Baillie Scott. The new entrance Lodge, ‘built in honest half-tim ber w ork’ was completed 
before 1914.80 Further down Rake Lane, is a ‘pair of cottages’ originally ‘thatched with 
straw. The (pre-war) cost was £370 the p a ir’. Finally, between 1925 and 1933, as Baillie 
Scott himself described, ‘new garages and stables were also built [to the east of Nevill’s 
stables], and travellers on the railroad, from which these are visible, m ay be pardoned for 
believing them to be considerably older than they pretend to b e ’ . 81 In 1936, the carriage 
drive to the house was relocated from the west to the east side. This involved breaching 
the old courtyard wall on the east and south sides and the provision of three wrought iron 
gates. The lime avenue was planted and new access m ade through the old Sattenham  farm 
buildings and out to Station L ane . 82

T he gardens, or as they were called in 1925, ‘the old world Pleasure G rounds’, have 
always been an im portant feature at Rake. In 1591, there were ‘two gardens’ besides the 
house, the mill and the 22 acres of land, meadow and pasture . 83 The magnificent stone 
walls which enclose the gardens on the east of the house probably date from the m ajor 
building works of c l600. The walled garden in front of the old house, with its m ulberry 
trees and espalier fruit trees was described in 1925 as containing ‘the ancient bowling 
green’; the house itself was covered with ‘jasm ine, wisteria and climbing roses’. The 
courtyard to the north, with its splendid walnut tree, was m arked in both 1870 and 1895 
as the orchard . 84 To the south-east of the house lies the brick walled garden. T he dimensions 
of the bricks, the width of the courses and the m ethod in which the courses are laid -  Flemish 
garden wall bond -  are characteristic work of the latter half of the 17th century and are 
perhaps the work of Anthony Sm ith . 85 In 1906, this area was described as ‘the walled 
kitchen garden with two glass houses’. O n the south side of the house, the T ithe M ap of 
1844 shows a circular path, with others leading from it on the east and south sides (fig 1). 
This was still there in 1870 but had gone by 1895 to be replaced by the broad herbaceous 
borders which still exist. G ertrude Jekyll was a friend of M rs Cavan Irving, the tenant of 
Rake at this time, and it seems most likely that her influence, if not her specific design, is 
evident here . 86

In 1925, ‘a spreading lawn inset with beds of rhododendrons and azaleas and ornam ented 
by yuccas, golden yews and ornam ental bam boos’ lay to the west of the house. T here was 
also ‘a small lily pond surrounded by iris and meadowsweet’, at the south end of the 
lake -  but this has now gone. To the east of the lodge in Rake Lane at the same date, 
were ‘the heated greenhouses comprising, double plant house, peach house, vinery, tom ato, 
cucum ber and melon houses and carnation house ’ . 87



In 1914, Sir Lawrence W eaver described the setting of Rake M anor in words which 
rem ain not inappropriate today:

Few houses can boast such attractive surroundings. T he gardens help the 
general effect: the lawn at the back secluded by tall brick walls, the yew 
arch through which the south front is seen invitingly across a foreground 
of grass and gay herbaceous borders, and, above all, the richness of the 
turf, smooth as velvet after centuries of careful tending -  all these conspire 
with the tree girt lake to give the house its ideal setting . 88
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74 Frontispiece; OS maps 1913 and 1938
75 Godalming M useum  Accessions MS 2349A. Lease for a year dated 29 Jan u ary  1836
76 OS maps of those years
77 I owe this information to Miss Jo an  H ard ing ’s survey; see note 43. She notes that ‘the roof is butt purlin 

with wind bracing, as in the M anor H ouse.’
78 Nevill’s original wash drawings for this and the stables survive in SyAC PD I/33. The ingredients of his style 

in these buildings are very similar to those he used in the kitchen wing and the porch to the lean-to of the 
house. In 1988, the half-tiling was removed from the north and east sides of Rake Cottage, exposing the 
Georgian brick work

79 The Sale Catalogue of 1925 (see note 58) records that apart from a ‘loose box and two stalls’, the rem aining 
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(formerly Sattenham  Lodge), in Station Lane, appears on the T ithe M ap of 1844 and is said to have m uch 
earlier origins. It has been substantially added to in recent years; it was part of the Rake estate from 
*1930-1978

81 Op cit in note 61, 283
82 These changes may be broadly recognised in the OS air mosaic photographs made in 1948 (British Library 

M aps, Surrey, 41/94 S E). I owe to M r Edward Gage the information that these Fine old gates were acquired 
from C row ther’s. Further changes were again made in 1978, when the gateway from the courtyard to the 
house was blocked and a new entrance, using the old gate, was made to the m anor on the east side. At the 
same time, the old driveway to the stables and garages, on the north side of the courtyard, was closed off by 
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mill-stone and an old Doulton sun-dial. A circular stone feature, built to enclose a m ulberry tree, was added 
in 1988. At the same time, the terrace of cl980 on the west side of L utyens’s work was completely redesigned 
and rebuilt; this also includes a mill-stone. Both mill stones -  like that recently placed in the garden of 
G odalm ing M useum  -  date from cl 850 and were brought down from Darley Dale in 1987. Michael Edwards 
designed the two latter additions. All of these works were inspired by the work of Sir Edwin Lutyens. A 
small herbaceous border, in the style of Miss Jekyll, was added on the west side of the house in 1989

83 Giuseppi, op cit in note 7, 23
84 OS maps of these years. Nevill, op cit in note 17, recorded that the ‘fine stone walls enclosing the garden 

were covered with the Ceterach fern’ otherwise extinct in the neighbourhood. Happily, this plant still 
flourishes on the garden walls at Rake

85 This bond (also known as Sussex bond) is characterised by three stretchers, then one header, in every course. 
Lloyd, N, 1983, A history of E nglish brickwork, 98, 440

86 I owe this information to the kindness of M rs Cavan Irv ing’s grand-daughter, M rs E M urray  Usher, who 
knew Rake as a girl. The herbaceous border, which still contains several of Miss Jekyll’s favourite plants, 
was later extended to its present length, to what was described in 1925 as ‘an old yew archway’ -  which is 
also still flourishing

87 Sale Catalogue, 1925; see note 58. The greenhouses have now been replaced by other outbuildings. An 
attem pt was made in the 1970s to establish vines at Rake, in the walled garden on the west side of the 
Sattenham  barns. For a short time wine was produced from this vineyard

88 O p cit in note 48, 94
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