
A  L a t e  B r o n z e  A g e  b a r b e d  s p e a r h e a d  a n d  o t h e r  

r e c e n t  f i n d s  f r o m  P r i o r y  P a r k ,  R e i g a t e

In the summer of 1993 a Late Bronze Age spearhead (fig 1) was found by Mr Paul Connolly 
while using a metal detector in Priory Park, Reigate. The findspot (approximately TQ 2483 
4949) lies at about 120m OD in woods to the NNE of the bench situated overlooking the end 
of the valley known locally as Breakneck Hill and some 360m west of the monument which 
stands at the east end of the ridge. Near this monument a Late Bronze Age site, characterized 
by a scatter of pottery and bronze objects, was recently discovered (Williams 1993). The 
ground at the findspot of the spearhead slopes at about 30° before dropping more steeply to 
the valley below.

An excavation on the site of the discovery of the spearhead took place under the direction 
of the writer in October of the same year. The results were entirely negative. Within a trench 
measuring 3 x 2m there was no sign of disturbance nor of artefacts below the 2cm of humus. 
The pit from which the spearhead was extracted was clearly visible before excavation, 
however, and all that can be said about its context is that it had lain at a depth of about 20cm 
within a layer of sand mixed with stone rubble. Concurrent with the excavation a wide- 
ranging metal detector survey was made of the north side of the ridge, extending east and 
west from the findspot. Again this proved negative, only producing recent material.

In the spring and summer of 1994, clearance of fallen trees took place in the woods along
the southern edge of the ridge and below it on the upper part of the south-facing scarp slope
and at a few points elsewhere. An area to the east of the 1989 trench was also cleared of 
undergrowth and fallen trees. The clearances provided an opportunity for a further metal 
detector survey of areas hitherto unavailable. This work resulted in the recovery of a second 
socketed axe and a socketed gouge (fig 2, A & B), four more fragments of copper ‘cake’ and 
a phallic pendant of the Roman period. A report on the pendant is published in this volume 
on pages 245-6 (Alexander & Bird, 1996).

The axe, gouge and pendant were found within a few metres of each other, 180m west of 
the monument and on the southern edge of the ridge, at a point where the ridge dips to meet 
a valley ascending from the north. No object was more than 15cm below the surface. Two tiny 
ingot fragments were found slightly further east on higher ground and the remaining two 
pieces close by the area of the 1989 trench. No excavation took place.

of the loop. T here is a trace of a groove ju s t below the 
collar. A fragm ent of moss was recovered from  the 
sandy brown soil within the axe.

3 The gouge (fig 2B) is complete but in poor 
condition with very little surviving o f its original 
surface. It measures 74mm long.

4 The four pieces of copper ‘cake’ weigh 290, 50, 27, 
and 12g.

At the time of writing arrangem ents are being made 
for the latter finds also to be deposited in Guildford 
Museum.

The Finds

1 The spearhead (fig 1) measures 271mm in length 
and is complete, though the bolt which would have 
secured it to the shaft is missing. There is some erosion 
of the blade edge and a fracture near the point, which 
was apparently sustained during the object’s removal 
from the ground. The find can be described as a Type 
II Broadward complex barbed spearhead with lunate 
openings. The spearhead is now in Guildford Museum 
(Acc No RB 3962).

2 The socketed axe (fig 2A), which is of South-Eastern 
type, measures 74.5mm long and 32mm across the 
collar. Part of the collar has broken away as well as most
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Fig 2 Late Bronze Age finds from Priory Park, Reigate. A: Socketed axe, B: socketed gouge (1:1)

Discussion

The spearhead (fig 1) can be described as a Broadward complex Type II spearhead with 
lunate openings (Burgess  et al 1972). Cotton (1986) has summarized the position relating to 
finds of spearheads of the Broadward complex in south-east England in consideration of the 
discovery of a Type III spearhead at Park Wood, Ruislip. This is the first spearhead of its type 
from Surrey away from the Thames. In southern England finds of spearheads in hoards and 
as single finds have been concentrated in the Thames and Rennet valleys with outliers in 
Hampshire. It is unnecessary to repeat Cotton’s summary and discussion here, and the reader 
is referred to that work for full references. Suffice it to say that both the Ruislip and Priory 
Park examples fall outside the hitherto general trend of findspots being in watery contexts 
such as lakes and rivers. This trend, together with the impractical nature of the barbs, has led 
observers to comment that these spearheads may be more ceremonial than practical.

The scanty evidence from the excavation makes it difficult to comment usefully on the 
circumstances of the spearhead’s deposition, although casual loss of such a large object seems 
unlikely, particularly as the bolt, which would have held it to the shaft, is missing. Equally, it 
could be said that any evidence for a small pit in which the object could have been buried 
may have been destroyed in the initial discovery. Beyond this it would be unwise to speculate.

The 1994 finds hint that occupation may have extended further west along the ridge than 
the initial discoveries suggested.



I am particularly indebted to Paul Connolly for speedily alerting me to his discovery and for 
allowing the spearhead to pass to a museum. My thanks are also due to the members of the 
West Kent Detector Club for their efficient, if unrewarding, survey in 1993. The 1994 survey 
was undertaken at various times by Ian Hazelden, Roger Mintey and Mike Smith. Finally I 
wish to thank Jon Cotton for discussing the finds with me and commenting on an earlier draft 
of this paper, and Reigate and Banstead Borough Council for allowing the excavation and 
later work to take place and for generously donating the spearhead to Guildford Museum.
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