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Introduc tion

A small teaching collection of flint tools was recently deposited with the Museum of 
London by Queen Mary and Westfield College, University of London. The collection 
comprises 70 worked flint artefacts of all dates and types and has been accessioned as MoL 
2002.58. Nineteen of the 28 Palaeolithic pieces, comprising four small pointed bifaces and 
fifteen flakes, came from the Lower and Middle Gravels at Milton Street, Swanscombe in 
1907 and 1908, and were formerly in the collection of James Cross FGS. Milton Street is 
now better known as Barnfield Pit following the work of Reginald Smith and Henry Dewey 
between 1912 and 1914 (Conway etal 1996, 32). The remaining palaeoliths were recovered 
from various localities in the Thames valley including Furze Platt, Maidenhead and west 
London, with single pieces from Sturry in Kent and Church Town, Godstone in Surrey. It 
is the latter piece that forms the subject of this note.

A hand-written label accompanying the biface reads as follows:
PALAEOLITH
Found in situ in [PLEISTOCENE] ‘clay and flint gravel5 exposed in entrance to 
house at roadside slightly over one twelfth mile west of the Rectory at Church Town 
south-east of GODSTONE, SURREY.
The deposit is not mapped by the Survey.
A.Piasecki Coll., Spring 1955

Location

From this description, it seems most likely that the biface was found somewhere along 
Bullbeggars Lane, a narrow, deeply sunken single-lane road that dog-legs sharply down 
slope south-west and then west from The Rectory to meet the Eastbourne Road (modern 
B2236), the latter a continuation of High Street, Godstone (fig 1). Given the distance 
quoted, a plausible finding place is the entrance to a drive leading to ‘The Pest House5, an 
isolated property lying at the foot of a steep slope on the north side of Bullbeggars Lane at 
around 95m OD (entrance situated at rTQ3537 5121). The drive has been cut back into 
the foot of the slope, and the entrance is partially retained by a brick wall. ‘A. Piasecki5 
remains otherwise unknown; (s)he may have been a local resident and/or collector. No 
one of this name is listed as a member of the Society in the centenary Collections (SyAC 53 
(1954)), for example.

The biface

The implement itself comprises a small, plano-convex biface of narrow, pointed ovate or 
lanceolate form apparently made on a robust flake (fig 2). It measures 121mm in length, 
56mm in width, 33mm thick at its mid-point and weighs 187.92g. The cherty nature of the 
raw material has necessitated bold flaking of the dorsal face that has produced a 
pronounced longitudinal ridge along the central axis. The opposite, ventral, face is flatter 
and the radial flaking neater and more regular.

The artefact has a waxy creamy-buff surface patina, and the edges and high points are 
rounded and worn, though not excessively so. Patches of hard yellow-brown sandy soil 
adhere to both faces. One or two recent chips off the edges of the piece suggest that, 
beneath the surface patina, the parent flint is pale grey-brown in colour. The raw material
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Fig I Conjectured location of the biface on Bullbeggars Lane in relation to The Rectory and 
local Head deposits (shown hatched). The position of the possible Head deposit close to 
the junction of Bullbeggars Lane with Church Lane is marked by a triangle. Contour 
heights in metres. The map is based on the 1997 1:25,000 scale OS map. The position 
of the Head deposits has been taken from the 1974 1:50,000 scale geological survey 
map, sheet 286. (© Crown Copyright. MC 100014198) 
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Fig 2 Biface from Church Town, Godstone: ex A Piasecki Collection, 
Spring 1955 



is likely to have been derived from the North Downs, whose scarp now lies beyond the 
M25 motorway a little over 2km to the north.

Discuss ion
The local geology comprises the Folkestone Beds and Sandgate Beds of the Lower 
Greensand series (Gallois 1992, 32-5), though the accompanying label makes it clear that 
the implement was found ‘in situ5 in an unmapped deposit of ‘Pleistocene clay and flint 
gravel5. Close inspection of the steep sides of the sunken lane leading down to the suggested 
find spot located no sign of anything that could be described as ‘clay and flint gravel5. 
However, a localized deposit containing numerous thermally shattered, frost cracked and 
cream-patinated flint cobbles and rounded pebbles in a reddish-brown clay loam matrix 
was noted in the deep cutting on the eastern side of the junction of Bullbeggars Lane with 
Church Lane, some 200m east of The Rectory. This location lies on a south-east facing 
slope just above the 105m OD contour at TQ 3570 5136 (fig 1). Should the label 
accompanying the biface perhaps have read ‘east5 rather than ‘west5?

The conjectured position of the find spot at the foot of a steep slope, together with the 
written description of the deposit, suggests that the biface may have been caught up in a 
peri-glacial solifluction or ‘Head5 deposit that had moved down slope from the adjacent 
higher ground to the north-east. A number of localized and undifferentiated Head deposits 
are mapped elsewhere in the areas to the south and east of Godstone (fig 1). The most 
extensive mantles Tilburstow Hill and Tilburstowhill Common to the south of the village. 
Doubtless there are still more, like the deposit in question here, that have defied detection.

No other Palaeolithic artefacts have been reported from the Godstone area hitherto (eg 
Wymer 1987, fig 1.1; Wessex Archaeology 1993, map Ml). The most obvious point of 
reference therefore is to the series of surface sites discovered on the Lower Greensand 
around the ancient headwaters of the river Darent at Limpsfield, some 5-6km to the east 
(Field et al 1999). Many of these sites were located on Head deposits lying on the Greensand 
dip slope (ibid, 2-3 and 7-8).

Other recent Palaeolithic finds from Wealden localities include two fragmentary and 
heavily weathered ochreous pieces picked up at around 90m OD during fieldwork on an 
expanse of eroded Sandstone that caps the Weald Clay north of Outwood village, 6km 
south-west of Godstone (Robin Tanner, pers comm). The larger of the two comprises the 
cortical butt of a badly shattered biface. To these can be added the small broken ochreous 
ovate biface found some years ago at 70m OD on a terrace of the Upper Mole at Salfords, 
further to the west (Ellaby 1978).

In terms of its technology, raw material and general appearance and condition, the 
Godstone piece is virtually identical to the Limpsfield surface finds. Its fortuitous 
rediscovery is a timely reminder of the potential of localized Head deposits in this part of 
south-east Surrey. It may well be that a co-ordinated programme of problem-oriented 
fieldwork would eventually succeed in locating further such deposits and artefacts, and 
allow this latest find (and its Limpsfield and Outwood fellows) to be set within a more 
complete middle/late Pleistocene landscape context.
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