Acknowledgements

I am indebted to my supervisors, Dr Louise Martin and Prof Simon Hillson, for
their support and patience throughout the writing of this thesis. Without their advice and

guidance, the writing of this thesis would not have been possible.

I would also like to thank others who offered academic advice. Prof Clive Orton
and Dr James Conolly provided advice on the use of statistics. Prof Alan Boyde and Dr
Peter Howell offered a very useful critique of the methods. Dr Vicky loannidou and Dr
Megan Brickley both shared their results with me and permitted me to cite their theses.
Prof Ian Hodder and the Catalhdyiik team all played a part in the formulation of ideas

and structure for this thesis.

Sandra Bond and Harry Pratt generously offered practical support on
innumerable subjects. Terry Dyer machined the step wedge used in this project. Stuart
Laidlaw was a great help with photography and radiograph development. Dr Stuart
Nightingale demonstrated the method used to digitise the radiographic images. Ash
Rennie provided excellent IT support throughout.

I would especially like to thank Dr Poly Baker and Dr Simon Davis of the
English Heritage Ancient Monuments Laboratory for the loan of the sheep skeletons
used in this thesis. Dr Baker was especially helpful and patient in providing me with
data regarding the life histories of the animals. The Natural Environment Research

Council provided me with funding.
I am also grateful for the support of countless friends and colleagues. Special

thanks are due to my parents, Andrew and Denise Symmons. Also to Katy, who has

been much more than just a proof-reader.

17



