
Corbiewell, Elgin Human Remains Call-off; Data Structure Report


1. NON-TECHNICAL SUMMARY

1.1 AOC Archaeology Group undertook an archaeological excavation under the terms of the Historic Scotland Human Remains Call-off Contract between 12th and 15th March 2007. This work was undertaken following a request from Moira Greig of the Aberdeenshire Council Archaeology Service, following the discovery of a cist during ploughing at a field at Corbiewells Farm, Elgin (NGR: NJ 3111 6949, Figure 1). No human remains had previously been identified in the immediate area.  
1.2 Prior to AOC Archaeology arriving on site, an interested local, Mr Bill Baird, had visited the site, investigating the structure and identifying ‘prehistoric pot’.  The structure was backfilled and remained undisturbed until AOC Archaeology arrived on site. According to the farmer, Mr John Smith, the structure had previously been disturbed, when the plough hit what was believed to be a capstone of a cist. The capstone is now located at the Corbiewells Farm.
1.3 Moira Greig of ACAS provided Aerial Photographs of the site emphasising two anomalies in the field under investigation.

1.4 On excavation of the site, a single cist containing a crouched inhumation, fragments of a beaker (author’s opinion) and a plano-convex knife (Engl pers.comm) was identified. Although the cist had been disturbed by both ploughing and human intervention, it was found to be in good preservation and of substantial design.
2.
INTRODUCTION

2.1 Background

2.1.1
Continued ploughing over the last decade has had a detrimental affect on a cist located on the south facing side of a low knoll on Corbiewells Farm, the initial damage to the site taking place at least ten years ago, when a possible cist capstone was recovered from the area (Mr Smith pers. Comm.). The overlying topsoil of the site has been further eroded by the continual wind erosion (Mr Smith pers. comm.) which removes several centimeters of soil a year.  On the discovery of ‘prehistoric pot’ Moira Greig of the Aberdeenshire Council Archaeology Service requested assistance from Historic Scotland. AOC Archaeology Group was commissioned under the terms of the Human Remains Call-off Contract, to undertake an archaeological excavation and survey of the area.
2.2 Location

2.2.1 The site lies on the south facing side of a knoll in the middle of a large field currently used for arable cultivation (NGR: NJ 3111 6949 , Figure 1). The field is bounded by Binn Hill to the north and west and minor roads to the south and east (Figure 1).  

2.3
Geology

2.3.1
The underlying drift comprised sand through which the archaeological feature had been cut. 
2.4
Archaeological and historical background

2.4.1 Although a stone slab, thought to be a cist capping stone was recovered from the vicinity of the site within the last ten years, neither significant archaeological features nor artefacts have ever been identified within the immediate area. 
2.4.2 A preliminary assessment of the area has identified at least nine probable prehistoric burial structures within a 2 km radius of the site. The sites vary greatly in size and form but can be summarised in Table 1;
Table 1: Funerary Remains in the Gartmouth Area
	NMRS Number
	Site Name
	National Grid Reference
	Information

	NJ26NE3
	The Law, Wallfield
	NJ 2949 6523
	Bowl shaped tumulus containing a central cist with a crouched burial, a beaker and 5 pieces of worked bone.

	NJ36NW1
	Binn Hill
	NJ 3016 6532
	Kerb cairn

	NJ25NE4
	Brandston
	NJ 2867 6582
	Short cist, crouched inhumation with a jet necklace.

	NJ26NE7
	Speys Law
	NJ 2873 6689
	Barrow: no information

	NJ26SE18
	Crooked Wood
	NJ 274 619
	Short cist, on a slight eminence, composed of slabs and containing human skeleton and a flint spear head.

	NJ26SE20
	Sleepies Hill
	NJ 296 614
	Possible cairn associated with 2 beakers.

	NJ26SE21
	Threapland
	NJ285 610
	Cist containing a slug knife of black flint.

	NJ26SE4
	Longhill
	NJ 2742 6272
	Bronze Age burial ground? A short stone cist containing a skeleton and an funerary urn; 2 funerary urns and a short cist containing a food vessel.

	NJ26SE8
	Innesmill
	NJ 2896 6375
	Stone coffin containing human remains.


2.4.3 Despite being excavated in antiquity the funerary structures appear to have been well excavated and recorded, the result being that we now possess a reasonable body of information on them. Unfortunately the structures at Binn Hill and Speys Law contained very little bibliographic material so will not be discussed further.
2.4.4 Generally, the funerary structures comprised some sort of short stone cist. In only two occasions, at The Law, Wallfield and Sleepies Hill was any sort of overlying cairn material recorded. Unusually, the preservation for the majority of the graves was good enough for grave goods to survive, suggesting a Late Neolithic or Bronze Age date for most of them. 
3.
OBJECTIVES



The objectives of the archaeological works were:


i.
ascertain the origin and nature of the remains (isolated cist, 
cemetery or domestic structure); 


ii.
remove and record surface finds of disinterred human bone or 
artefacts;


iii.
record the position of these finds in relation to archaeological 
sites/features;


iv.
establish if any immediate threat of further disturbance seems 
probable and liaise with Historic Scotland on fieldwork strategy;



v.
undertake a programme of test-pitting around the area of the cist;



vi)
report on the findings of the fieldwork and prepare a costed 


post-excavation research design to establish the date, nature, 


character and significance of the recovered remains.  

4

METHOD


4.1
In agreement with Historic Scotland, the following methodology was adopted:

i) Prior to arriving on site AOC liaised with both ACAS and Mr Baird in order to assemble as much information about local comparanda as possible. Mr Baird identified the recovered cist capstone which was photographed and recorded.
ii) Pre-excavation photography was undertaken. Throughout all the stages noted below, a comprehensive photographic record was maintained. Photography was also undertaken at the completion of site works.

iii)
The area was systematically walked over on approximately 5 m transects by local enthusiast Mr Bill Baird. All surface artefacts were collected, bagged and numbered. 

iv)
The site of the cist, a 0.5 m cordon around the cist and four 1 m long and 0.5 m wide long ‘arms’ were excavated. 52 test-pits were excavated running at alignments off the cists. Further pre-excavation photographs were taken.

v) The surviving cist fill was half-sectioned, and half of the fill was removed carefully in spits down to the level of the inhumation, with appropriate samples being taken. The fill was dry sieved on site. The section was then drawn and photographed. 
vi)
The remains of the cist fill was then excavated and sampled. The inhumation was recorded in plan using drawings and photographs, and a written record was made on pro-forma sheets.

vii)
All bone was lifted and bagged as appropriate. 
viii)
Locational information on articulated and non-articulated bone was recorded by total station.

ix)
Inhumations, non-articulated material and any small finds were lifted and bagged as appropriate and then packed and stored in isolation from any other recovered material.

x)
The cist was emptied with further sampling, and the stones were recorded using plans, elevations, and photography as appropriate
xi)
The constituent stones will be disassembled and examined for carvings or other markings. 

xii)
The empty cut was then drawn, photographed, and recorded. The base of the cut was further excavated to ensure that there were no underlying features.

xiii) The site of the cist was backfilled and all the stone removed. Photographs of the backfilled cist were taken.

5.
RESULTS
5.1
Excavation Results

5.1.1
A plan of all the excavated features is provided in Figure 2. The various data gathered from the excavation are presented in the Appendices; context descriptions (Appendix 1); photographic record (Appendix 2); drawing register (Appendix 3); small finds register (Appendix 4); sample register (Appendix 5); and the Discovery and Excavation  in Scotland report (Appendix 6). OASIS and Aspire entries were completed for the site.
5.1.2 The archaeological team comprised three field archaeologists, who received information and guidance from the local community, specifically Mr and Mrs Baird and Mr and Mrs Pratt, and the farmer Mr John Smith.
5.1.3
The cist was located slightly below the top of a slight knoll, on the south facing side.

5.1.4
During the archaeological excavation Mr Bill Baird fieldwalked the immediate area around the cist. All surface finds were bagged and recorded (Appendix 4).  The capstone recovered from the area was photographed and recorded.
5.1.5
The cist had clearly been disturbed by both successive seasons of ploughing and human intervention, the south and west sides being missing on arrival (Plate 1). The surviving cist was constructed of edge set rounded stones ([004], [005] and [006]), placed within a construction cut [007] measuring 1.80 m east to west by 1.10 m north to south and up to 0.40 m in depth (Figure 3). Although disturbed the cist was found to contain a single crouched inhumation [009], overlying a thin organic deposit [008], which itself overlay a layer of cobbles [013] (Figure 3, Plate 2). The skeleton was placed on its left side, facing south. The upper fill of the cist comprised a deposit of disturbed sand, turf and modern fertiliser. The cist was found to contain various fragments of a beaker, a plano-convex flint blade and a single piece of flint debitage (Engl pers. comm.). No indication was found of any cairn material that might formerly have covered the burial.
5.1.5 All of the excavated contexts were had sieved in order to maximise the recovery of artefacts. The majority of the beaker vessel was recorded through this method.

5.1.6 The farmer, Mr Smith remarked that in general the field contained very little stone, and this was confirmed by Mr Baird (formerly of the National Museum of Scotland’s Geology Department) who suggested that the stone may have come from as far as Keith and Cullin.

5.1.7 The excavation and sieving of the four trenches and 52 test-pits identified neither significant archaeological features nor artefacts.

6. DISCUSSION

6.1
The recent archaeological excavation and survey completed at Corbiewell Farm, Gartmouth identified a single, isolated cist containing a single crouched inhumation, a fragmented beaker and a flint plano-convex knife. While short stone cists are diagnostic to neither period nor area, the inclusion of the artefacts provides an approximate date for the internment of the body. Although plano-convex knifes were used between the Early Neolithic and the Middle Bronze Age (Engl forthcoming), the beaker tradition started around 2400 BC (Gibson 2002, 87), placing the grave in the latter date range.
6.2
Although Bronze Age cists can be found in cemeteries (West Water, Hunter 2000; Holy Road, Lewis and Terry 2004), it is not uncommon for them to be identified as single, isolated burials, with at least three being identified under the remit of the Historic Scotland Call-Off Contract (Noah’s Ark, 2006 Inglis; Geroin, Toolis 2006; Kilkeddan, Wilson 2006). Equally, the placing of Bronze Age funerary monuments  on either a prominent natural mound or ridge is a common features of burial practice within this period (West Water, Hunter 2000; Holy Road, Lewis and Terry 2004). The position of the skeleton, placed on its left side, facing south and orientated east to west is also a common trait of beaker burials in the north-east of Scotland, and is usually indicative of a male burial (Shepherd 1989).
6.3
The evidence therefore indicates a single, isolated stone Bronze Age burial, reflective of a burial tradition identified throughout Britain.
7.
RECOMMENDATIONS

7.1 The excavation at Corbiewells recovered a single burial interred within a stone cist with a beaker and a plano-convex flint knife.
7.2 A post-excavation programme is required to establish the date, character and significance of the human remains recovered by this excavation. The human bones will require full analysis, particularly in comparison to populations examined from burial sites in Morayshire and the North-east of Scotland. Analysis of the modest number of artefacts recovered from the site may also reveal other aspects of the past human activities at the site. Some documentary research is also required in order to place the site within its local and national context.
7.3
Information retrieved from both the archaeological works and the farmer Mr Smith suggests that the cist was an example of a single, isolated feature on a natural mound and not part of a cemetery. However, it is important that the area continue to be monitored and in this respect the local community will, as in the past, no doubt play a continuing role. 

8.
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APPENDIX 1: CONTEXT DESCRIPTIONS

	No.


	Type
	Description

	001
	Topsoil
	Topsoil, comprising a sandy silt with very few stone inclusions, some fertilizer and fragments of ceramic.

	002
	Natural
	Natural subsoil, comprising yellow sand. Underlying [001], and cut by [007].

	003
	Structure
	General number assigned to cist, comprising 3 main side slabs ([004], [005] and [006]) to the north and east, a cobbled base [013] all within construction cut [007]. Filled by an upper [010] and a lower [008] fill.

	004
	Cist Slab
	Northern slab of cist made of Cullin quartzite (Mr Baird pers. Comm.). Measuring 0.80 m by 0.30 m by 0.40 m in depth. Water smooth although damaged by plough. Lying within cut [007] and underlying [001].

	005
	Cist Slab
	North-eastern corner slab of cist, made of schist. Measuring 0.50 m by 0.40 m in size. Lying within cut [007] and underlying [001].

	006
	Cist Slab
	Eastern slab of cist, made of Cullin quartzite. Measuring 0.50 m by 0.40 m by 0.20 m in size. Lying within cut [007] and underlying [001].

	007
	Cut
	Construction cut for cist, measuring 1.80 m east to west, by 1.10 m north to south by 0.40 m in depth. Filled by [004], by [005], [006], [008], [009] and [010].

	008
	Fill
	Lower fill of [003], underlying skeleton [009], comprising a sticky yellow silt. May constitute organic remains associated with burial practices. Underlying [010] and overlying [013]. Measuring up to 0.05 m in depth.

	009
	Skeleton
	Crouched inhumation, 60 % complete, head at the west end, facing south, with the hands across the pelvis. Overlying [008]. 

	010
	Fill
	Upper fill of cist [003], comprising a mixed deposit of sand, turf and fertilizer, up to 0.35 m in depth. Disturbed by both the plough and earlier investigation. 

	011
	Modern Cut
	Number assigned to modern cut through the cist fill [010]. Filled by [012].

	012
	Fill
	Fill of cut [011], comprising modern disturbance.

	013
	Stone setting
	Base of Cist [003], comprising a set of water rounded cobbles and a piece of schist, measuring 0.70 m east to west by 0.70 m north to south. Underlying [008] and within cut [007].


APPENDIX 2:  PHOTOGRAPHIC REGISTER
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APPENDIX 3:  DRAWING REGISTER
No.

Description


Scale



1

North facing section through Cist [003]

1:10

2

Plan of Cist [303] and skeleton [009]

1:20

3

Plan of Cist [303] and cobbles [013]

1:20

4

Plan of Cist [303] including stone holes

1:20

5

Plan of construction cut [007]

1:20
6

North facing section through cut [007]

1:20

7

East facing section through cut [007]

1:20

APPENDIX 4:  SMALL FIND REGISTER

No
Context
Material

01
009

Left femur, fibula and tibia
02
009

Right tibia
03
009

Right femur, fibula
04
009

Skull
05
009

Leg bones
06
009

Pelvis
07
009

Phalanges
08
009

Vertebrae
09
Topsoil
Ceramic

10
011

Ceramic
11
011

Ceramic

12
08

Flint blade

13
U/S

Medieval pot

14
U/S

Rubber

15
U/S

Ceramic

16
U/S

Flint debitage and rubber

APPENDIX 5:  SAMPLE REGISTER (BULK AND ROUTINE SOIL CHEMISTRY)

Context

Quantity of bags/tubs 

009

4
010

4
APPENDIX 6:  DISCOVERY AND EXCAVATION IN SCOTLAND ENTRY 
	LOCAL AUTHORITY:
	Morayshire

	PROJECT TITLE/SITE NAME: 
	Corbiewells, Gartmouth

	PROJECT CODE:
	4077/24

	PARISH: 
	Urquhart

	NAME OF CONTRIBUTOR: 
	Martin Cook

	NAME OF ORGANISATION: 
	AOC Archaeology Group

	TYPE(S) OF PROJECT:
	Archaeological Excavation and Survey

	NMRS NO(S): 
	None

	SITE/MONUMENT TYPE(S): 
	Cist Burial

	SIGNIFICANT FINDS: 
	Ceramics and Flint Knife

	NGR (2 letters, 6 figures)
	NJ 3111 6949

	START DATE (this season)
	Monday 12th March 2007

	END DATE (this season)
	Thursday 15th March 2007

	PREVIOUS WORK (incl. DES ref.)
	None

	MAIN (NARRATIVE) DESCRIPTION: 
(May include information from other fields)
	AOC Archaeology Group were commissioned by Historic Scotland to undertake the excavation of a single, isolated cist, identified during ploughing. The partially complete cist was composed of edge set rounded stones on the north and east sides, placed within a construction cut 1.80 m east to west by 1.10 north to south. The floor of the cist was lined with a set of water rounded cobbles on which a single crouched inhumation was placed, with the head at the west facing south. Fragments of a beaker and a plano-convex knife was recovered from the cist.

	PROPOSED FUTURE WORK: 
	Post-excavation analyses and publication

	CAPTION(S) FOR ILLUSTRS:
	N/A

	SPONSOR ORFUNDING BODY: 
	Historic Scotland

	ADDRESS OF MAIN CONTRIBUTOR: 
	Edgefield Road Industrial Estate, Loanhead, Midlothian, EH20 9SY

	EMAIL ADDRESS:
	martinc@aocscot.co.uk

	ARCHIVE LOCATION (intended/deposited)
	Archive to be deposited in NMRS.
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