AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL WATCHING BRIEF AT 76 BROMPTON ROAD, KNIGHTSBRIDGE

1
SUMMARY

An archaeological watching brief was undertaken by AOC Archaeology Group at 76 Brompton Road, Knightsbridge, London Borough of Westminster. The watching brief monitored the excavation of geotechnical test pits within the current basement and a test trench on the exterior of the current building. No features or finds of archaeological significance were found. The test pits monitored contained only modern concrete slabs and load bearing beams and the test trench contained only modern wall footings. These structures heavily truncated the natural gravely sands.
2
INTRODUCTION
2.1
Site Location (Figures 1 & 2)

The site lies almost opposite Harrods to the north of Brompton Road in the Knightsbridge area of the City of Westminster and covers an area of about 0.30 hectares. It is bounded to the south by Brompton Road, to the west by Lancelot Place and to the north by Raphael Street. To the west lie the ramps down into the basement car park and the existing building Silver City House. At present the site is occupied by Lionel House North and South, two linked buildings with sub basement plant and basement car parking, ground floor retail units and 10 stories of office space above. The ground surface rises from c.9.00m OD along the Brompton Road frontage to 9.85m OD in Lancelot place and 11.20m OD at the car park entrance in Raphael Street. The basements reach a maximum depth of approx -0.80m OD within the sub basement but more generally reach a depth of 2 - 3m OD.
2.2
Planning Background

Planning permission (98/0A318/FULL) for this development was granted on 7th November 2001 after amendment on 22nd August 2001. A watching brief was carried out as a requirement of condition no.16 attached to the planning permission by the City of Westminster on the recommendation of the Greater London Archaeological Advisory Service (GLAAS).
The proposed development forms a part of the Knightsbridge Green redevelopment. On this southern part of the site the redevelopment will provide retail and offices on Brompton Road and 53 flats in Lancelot Place with an ancillary health club and 75 basement parking spaces.
2.3
Archaeological Background
An Archaeological Desk Based Assessment (AOC Archaeology, 1997) was previously undertaken for the Knightsbridge Green site as a whole. The following is a summary of that Archaeological Desk Based Assessment. 

2.3.1
Geology

The drift geology across the site consists of Brickearth over River Terrace deposits. These overly the solid geology; a considerable thickness of London Clay over the clays and sands of the Lambeth Group (formerly Woolwich and Reading Beds).

The area of the site lies at the junction between three of the Thames gravel terraces. The Lynch Hill (or ‘Third’) Terrace extends to the north across Kensington Park, the Taplow (or ‘Second) Terrace extends to the west across Kensington itself, and the Kempton Park (or ‘First’) Terrace extends southwards to the river. However the exact locations of the boundaries are uncertain, as is the situation on the south site, due to a lack of geotechnical investigation.

On the northern part of the site 2 - 3m of made ground overlie up to 8.5m of layered sandy clay sitting on London clay at between 1.5 - 4.0m OD. Further to the north at Hyde Park Barracks boreholes encountered gravels overlying London Clay at c. 11 – 12m OD, clearly there is a substantial hiatus between these two areas. It is known that such a change would be in keeping with the boundary between the Lynch Hill and Taplow Terraces suggesting that the site lies on the Taplow Terrace. However the area to the south of the Brompton Road is thought to be underlain by the Kempton Park Terrace and it is unclear exactly how far north this extends though it may reach as far as Raphael Street. The alluvial deposits overlying the river terraces show gradation suggestive of deposition in standing or slow moving water
.

In 2000 a borehole immediately to the east of the site (BH5, Waterman Environmental) showed made ground consisting of the slabs of a basement car park directly on river terrace gravels at 2.90m depth (approx 7.90m OD). These extended to a depth of 10.95m (approx -0.95m OD) with London clay continuing to a depth of 67.50m below ground level. No significant groundwater was noted at the depths likely to be involved in archaeological investigations.

2.2.2
Prehistoric (before c. AD 43)

No finds of this date have been made in this area. However the Kempton Park Gravels that may well cover the southern part of the site have produced substantial Upper Palaeolithic remains from other parts of southern England.
2.3.2
Romano-British (c. AD 43 ‑ 450)

No significant activity from this period has been identified in the area of the site. However an east-west Roman road has been suggested, supposedly along the line of Piccadilly and Knightsbridge. However it seems equally likely that it ran along the boundary of the Saxon estate of Knightsbridge which ran along the rear of the properties facing on to the north side of Brompton Road.
2.3.3
Saxon (c. 450 ‑ 1066)

Again no known archaeological evidence for this period has been discovered in the area of the site. Knightsbridge was a manorial estate of some form confirmed to Westminster Abbey by Edward the Confessor in the eleventh century. The document containing this confirmation suggests cultivated woodland in the area, referring as it does to the ‘wood of Kyngesbrig’. However there is no indication of settlement in the area though the element ‘bridge does suggest a focus on a bridge over the Westbourne and the road convergence to the east.
2.3.4
Medieval (c. 1066 - 1485)

Knightsbridge remained a part of the Westminster Abbey estates throughout this period. By the 14th century it contained 230 acres of arable, 100 acres of pasture and 5 acres of meadow indicating that it was well drained and intensively cultivated. Though it is known from documentary sources that there was settlement here, little is known about the actual pattern in medieval Knightsbridge. It is assumed that the focus for settlement was in the area of the junction between Brompton Road and Knightsbridge as indicated on the earliest (18th century) maps of the area.
2.3.5
Post-Medieval (c. 1485 - modern)

The development of Knightsbridge from a small village at the junction of the Brompton Road and Knightsbridge to a fashionable suburb of 18th and 19th century London is well documented. In the earlier post-medieval period the site was occupied by at least two large coaching inns and probably by other residential, small scale industrial and commercial establishments. Which appear to have been concentrated on the Knightsbridge frontage.
2.3.6
Recent Archaeological Work

Archaeological investigations were carried out during 2001 on the Mercury House site to the north of 76 Brompton Road, which revealed no archaeological remains (Catherine Cavanagh, pers. comm.). Based on this absence of evidence a limited watching brief was agreed for the current study area.
3
STRATEGY
3.1 Aims of the Investigation
· To establish the presence/absence of any archaeological remains within the development site.
· To establish the ecofactual and environmental potential of any archaeological deposits and features and to establish the depositional sequence.
· Site specific aim: To ascertain the presence/absence of Upper Palaeolithic remains within the gravel deposits.
· To make public the results of the archaeological work.

3.2
Methodology
The original aim was to monitor the machine excavation of ten geotechnical pits. Test Pit 1 at sub-basement level, Test Pits 2 to 9 and 11 at basement level and Test Pit 13 at ground level. Test Pits 10 and 12 (at basement level and either side of Test Pit 10) were only to be monitored if Test Pit 10 yields any significant information. However the machine excavation of the pits revealed large amounts of reinforced concrete and the contractor abandoned the pit excavations in favour of drilled bore holes. Three pits were recorded, the results of which are presented below. These excavations were supervised by an experienced archaeologist. All excavation and recording was carried out in accordance with English Heritage AGP 3: Standards and Practices in Archaeological Fieldwork. The works were monitored by Diane Walls of English Heritage Greater London Archaeology Advisory Service.
4 RESULTS
Test Pits 3 and 4 in the basement level and Test Trench 1 on the Raphael Street were the only pits monitored (see figure 2).

The two basement pits contained concrete slab and load bearing beams between 0.40m to 0.70m deep. These heavily truncated the natural: predominately yellow gravely sand with lenses of orangey-yellow and brownish-yellow gravel bands and mid brownish grey clayey peds. The natural sand and gravel was scanned for possible flint artefacts but yielded nothing.

The third pit observed was at street level, outside Lionel House (North) on Raphael Street (TT1). The natural sand was recorded at 1.7m below ground level and had been severely truncated by wall footings, over 1.5m deep, and associated dry mortar/rubble backfill. This was sealed the current pavement surface.

5 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Although fewer of the test pits were seen than planned, it was clear that the site had undergone extensive truncation as expected. This reflects the results of the previous work undertaken to north on the Mercury House site which also revealed heavy truncation (Catherine Cavanagh, pers. comm.). It is the opinion of AOC Archaeology that sufficient work has been carried out to confirm the level of truncation, and that no further work is necessary. 
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