KIRKDALE ROAD, LEYTONSTONE – ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION REPORT

1
summary

An archaeological evaluation was undertaken by AOC Archaeology Group at Kirkdale Road, Leytonstone in the London Borough of Waltham Forest. The evaluation involved the opening of two machine-excavated trenches within the former car park of Matalan superstore. Both trenches were 25m in length and 2m wide at base. The trenches ran NW-SE across the length of the site and were located to assess the degree of archaeology present and the extent of any modern truncation. Except for a set of 20th century concrete steps no archaeological features were encountered. 
2
Introduction

2.1
Site Location (Figure 1)
The proposed development lies on Kirkdale Road, Leytonstone in the London Borough of Waltham Forest and is centre on National Grid Reference (NGR) TQ 3945 8754. The site is bounded to the north and west by Kirkdale Road, to the east by a Matalan superstore and to the south by St John the Baptist Church. The site covers a total area of approximately 1.0 hectare. The site is relatively level and lies between 24.0 and 25.7mOD.

2.2
Planning Background

The development plan includes the construction of 50 residential apartments and three live/work units within a 4 storey building, associated car parking spaces, bin storage, pedestrian access ramp and road store access. The site lies within an Archaeological Priority Zone, as defined in the London Borough of Waltham Forest Unitary Development Plan, but does not contain any listed buildings or monuments. 

2.3
Archaeological and Historical Background

Geology
A geotechnical ground investigation has previously been conducted on the site by JPA Ltd. This consisted of four boreholes being sunk across the site down to a maximum depth of 5.00m and 5.50m. The results of the ground investigations are summarized below:

Borehole One
This revealed tarmac down to a depth of 0.15m. Underlying this was another 0.60m of made ground consisting of medium compact, orangey brown gravely sand. This overlay a very dense silty sandy gravel with patches of grey brown gravely clay, approximately 1.95m deep. This may represent the first natural deposit. Below this was a 2.3m deep deposit of firm grey brown silty clay with occasional patches of reddish brown clay.

Borehole Two
This borehole revealed tarmac measuring 0.15m deep, overlying orange brown gravely sand deposit of made ground, recorded as 0.75m deep. Below this was very dense silty sandy gravel with occasional patches of firm grey brown gravely clay measuring 1.60m deep. This overlay firm stiff grey brown silty clay with patches reddish brown clay, recorded as 2.50m deep.

Borehole Three
This revealed a 0.50m deep deposit of asphalt over loose red brown sandy gravel, inclusions recorded as brick, metal, foam, plastic and coke. Under this was a 2.20m deep deposit of medium dense orange brown clayey gravely sand, with patches of flint and sand. It is also noted that this layer had a strong odour of hydrocarbons and may represent contaminated natural. Below this was firm to orange grey brown mottled clay with wood fragments, measuring 2.30m deep.

Borehole Four
This revealed an asphalt layer with loose sandy gravel measuring 0.30m deep overlying a 1.70m deep deposit of dense orange brown gravely sand. Again, this deposit had a hydrocarbon odour which suggests a contamination of the soil. Below this was dense deposit of orange brown sandy gravel with weak hydrocarbon odour and below that a firm and stiff deposit of orange grey clay, measuring 2.50m deep.
Archaeology

No previous archaeological investigation has taken place on site.

In the Roman period Leytonstone stood on the main route to Epping Forest. It is thought that Leytonstone High Road follows closely to that Roman Road. Thus becoming an important route during the Roman and subsequent periods. (Weinreb & Hibbert, 1983).

Leyton by the stone existed as a hamlet in the 14th century and with the establishment of the St John the Baptist church (south of the site) in 1833, it was not long before the hamlet became a parish in 1845. (Weinreb & Hibbert, 1983).

From establishment of the railway (east of site) in 1856 the area has developed into a suburban district with post medieval and modern buildings, factories and homes. (Weinreb & Hibbert, 1983).

On the proposed development site in the 1900’s stood a picture theatre and school followed by later modifications and developments. It is unclear as to the level of truncation the site has suffered during the construction and demolition of theses phases. (Weinreb & Hibbert, 1983).

3
AIMS OF THE INVESTIGATION

The general and specific aims of the evaluation are as laid out in the brief. In particular they include:

· Is there any evidence of Prehistoric occupation or land use?

· Is there any evidence of Romano British occupation or land use?

· Is there any evidence of medieval occupation or land use?

· Is there any evidence of early post medieval structures and associated artefactual evidence?

· What is the extent of modern intrusions and disturbance and how has this affected the archaeological record?

· If remains of archaeological significance are exposed then the subsidiary remains are to establish the extent, condition, depth, character, quality, function, state of preservation and date of the remains?

4
METHODOLOGY

Prior to the commencement of the archaeological evaluation a unique site code (KIK 04) was obtained from the London Archaeological Archive Research Centre.
The evaluation consisted of two trenches. Trench 1 measured 25m by 2m and was excavated to investigate the post medieval deposits thought likely to be present. Trench 2 was only 20m in length by 2m wide due to the presence of substantial concrete foundations and live services at either end of the trench.
A full written and drawn record was completed for each trench. Context numbers were allocated to each deposit and heights for each context were established relative to Ordnance Datum (OD). This was achieved by using a benchmark on Kirkdale Road to the immediate north east of the site (28.05m OD). Black and white, and colour photographic record shots were taken of the trenches. 

All of the work was carried out in line with Archaeological Guidance Paper (AGP): 3, Standards and Practices in Archaeological Fieldwork (English Heritage June 1998). Nick Truckle (English Heritage GLAAS) monitored the work on behalf of the London Borough of Tower Hamlets.

Provision was made for a post-excavation assessment and proposals for analysis as detailed in Appendix 4 in Management of Archaeological Projects (English Heritage, 1991). Work was carried out to the standard specified by the Institute of Field Archaeologists (1994) and Archaeological Guidance Paper: 5 Archaeological Evaluation Reports (guidelines) (English Heritage London Region, June 1998).

5
RESULTS

5.1
Archaeology Present

Trench 1 
The trench was excavated in two sections to avoid a service. Two modern land drains running roughly NW-SE also crossed the trench.
The earliest recorded deposit in Trench 1 was natural clay. This natural was compact mid grey brown in colour (005) and was recorded in a sondage excavated at the north eastern end of the trench to a depth of 24.05m OD. This was overlaid by a layer of compact orange brown sandy gravel with lenses of brown clay (004). This was another natural deposit, down to which the rest of the trench was machined. This natural gravel horizon was at a higher level at the north eastern end of the trench recorded at 24.84m OD and was over a metre lower at the south western end at 23.78m OD. 
These natural deposits were sealed by a thick layer of light orange brown gravely sand with lenses of light grey sand and occasional charcoal flecks (003). This layer became thicker towards the south western end of the trench ranging from 0.15m to 1.00m thick. This appeared to be a layer of re-deposited sand probably used as a levelling deposit during the construction of the modern car park. Overlying this was a layer of brick and concrete hardcore (002) and the present tarmac surface of the car park (001). This tarmac surface was recorded at 25.43m OD at the south west end of the trench.
At the far south western end of the trench a 20th century concrete structure was identified (007). This consisted of six steps leading down to a smooth concrete base with a drain in it. The northern extent of the feature was truncated by a modern drain. This structure was sealed by a layer of mid brown silty sand which contained frogged yellow bricks (009). The layer of re-deposited sand 003 appeared to have been deposited against the structure. The exact function of the steps was unclear however they are clearly part of an earlier structure. The steps probably relate to the Kirkdale centre which stood on the site from at least 1915 to 1971, based on the Ordnance Survey maps reproduced in the Geo-Environmental Assessment (JPA Ltd, 2004). 
Trench 2
Trench 2 was 20m long by 2m wide and was excavated to a maximum depth of 23.07m OD. It was not possible to excavate the full 25m of the trench due to the presence of live services and concrete. Four pipes relating to various services crossed the trench; in places these were also associated with concrete manholes.
The natural in this trench consisted of the same compact mid orange brown sandy gravel with lenses of brown clay (004) that was seen in Trench 1. The natural gravels continued to slope down to the south west. A sondage in to this deposit was excavated in the centre of the trench to a depth of 22.75m OD. The natural was overlaid by light orange brown gravely sand with lenses of light grey gravels and sand (003). This layer varied from 0.50m to 1.60m in thickness, becoming thicker towards the south west end of the trench. Again this appears to be a layer of re-deposited material. This was sealed by a layer of compact brick and concrete hardcore (002) acting as a foundation for the tarmac surface of the car park (001). The tarmac surface was recorded in Trench 2 at 24.98m OD at the south west end of the trench  

5.2
Finds

No finds were recovered from the site.
6
CONCLUSIONS

No evidence for Prehistoric or Roman occupation was recorded on the site. Full investigation of the natural gravel in both trenches did not reveal any evidence of Mesolithic and Neolithic occupation or exploitation of the area. 
Limited evidence of Late Post-Medieval activity was recorded on the site. This consisted of a 20th century concrete structure, probably part of the Kirkdale centre which previously stood on the site. No other archaeology was recorded on site and no finds were recovered from any of the deposits.
It is the recommendation of the author and of AOC Archaeology that no further work is required on the site, although the final decision must rest with English Heritage.
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