OLD MILL, KITTS LANE, CHURT, FARNHAM





ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATION -





WATCHING BRIEF REPORT








1	Summary





An archaeological watching brief was undertaken by AOC Archaeology Group during groundwork being carried out as part of the development of the Old Mill, Kitts Lane, Churt, Farnham, Hampshire. The watching brief revealed remnants of the 1800 to 1835 mill building. Three walls remain in situ and have been incorporated into the modern house and garden design. Two other mill walls were uncovered underneath the modern paving slabs. A piece of the water-wheel machinery, a metal roller pin, was also recorded during the watching brief.








2	Introduction





2.1	Site Location (Fig 1)





The village of Churt is located on the boundary between the counties of Hampshire and Surrey, approximately 4.5 miles south of Farnham. The site of the Old Mill is situated just within the East Hampshire border, (NGR: SU 85345 38026), on the western side of the A287, south of the junction between Kitts Lane and Churt Road.





2.2	Planning and Archaeological Background





Proposals have been made by CT Foo Associates (Chartered Architects Design Consultants) to build a two storey extension sited on the footprint of the Old Mill, Kitts Lane, Churt, Farnham, Hampshire, which had been previously subjected to serious fire damage. Planning permission (REF: 31159/004) for this development has been granted by East Hampshire District Council (29/11/93) subject to a condition requiring an archaeological watching brief during all ground-penetrating works, in order to ensure that the archaeological interests of the site were protected. 





The site comprises an early 19th century millhouse (Grade II listed), with a 1990s extension, which is adjoined by the remnants of the walls of the former mill. These consist of the western wall of the mill surviving up to c. 7m height and constructed of roughly-coursed limestone with red brick quoins with stubs of the north, south and east walls surviving to a much lesser degree, being partly built into the 1990s extension and forming part of the general garden landscaping. The area within the wall remnants is covered with flagstones that probably once formed the floor of the mill but which have been relaid. The mill dam lies to the south and the mill stream flows through a landscaped channel approximately in the position of the former wheel pit and underground into a red brick culvert to the east of the house. The culvert mouth has been altered and narrowed indicating that the mill leat has been narrowed as well. The mill building would have been above the wheel pit and had an internal wheel.








3	STRATEGY





3.1	Aims of the Investigation





	The general aims of the investigation, as set out in the AOC Archaeology Written Scheme of Investigation document of April 2004, were	





To establish the presence / absence of any archaeological remains within the development site;





To establish the ecofactual and environmental potential of any archaeological deposits and features and to establish the depositional sequence.





A site specific aim was to be:





“The monitoring of works during the incorporation of the eastern wall into the new build. It is recommended that this work should be monitored by an archaeologist. The areas revealed should be cleaned and a record made of the elements of the old mill building revealed. A short report of the findings should be produced that incorporates some limited cartographic research to enable interpretation of the building elements recorded.” 





The final aim will be to make public the results of the archaeological work.








3.2	Methodology





A watching brief was carried out during all intrusive groundwork. The scale and scope of the work in each of these areas was reviewed in consultation with Steven Appleby (Senior Archaeologist) of the Environmental Department, Hampshire County Council.





A unique site code (OMC 04) was created prior to commencing the watching brief works.





Site procedures were as defined in the Written Scheme of Investigation.


























RESULTS





4.1	The old mill was a rectangular building measuring approximately 11.5m by 6m, the remnants of which consist of the western wall (09) surviving up to c. 7m height and constructed from roughly-coursed limestone with red brick quoins and stubs of the north (01), south (08) and east walls (10) surviving to a much lesser degree, being partly built into the 1990s extension and forming part of the general garden landscaping. 





4.2	The area within the wall remnants was covered with flagstones that probably once formed the floor of the mill but have since been relaid. 





4.3	The mill dam lies to the south and the mill stream flows through a landscaped channel approximately in the position of the former wheel pit and underground into a red brick culvert to the north. The culvert mouth has been altered and narrowed indicating that the mill leat has been narrowed as well. The mill building would have been above the wheel pit and had an internal wheel.





4.4	The flagstone surface associated with the former mill was lifted in a strip along the length of the north wall (01) to reveal the foundations of this limestone wall directly below it. This also revealed a modern drain pipe encased in concrete. 





4.5	To the east of wall (01) was a large piece of cut marble, measuring 0.60m by 0.60m and 0.40m deep. It is unclear whether this is associated with the mill or was transported there later as a garden ornament.





4.6	A trench measuring 5.0m by 0.8-1.0m and 0.7m deep was excavated along the eastern side of the mill channel. 





During the recording of the trench it became clear that the southern half of the trench and the deposits within it were sitting above a moving branch of the stream. This suggests that when the mill was still working, the water wheel pit would have been almost twice as wide as the current opening or that it had two separate channels flowing into it.





A one-course wide wall (07) was constructed into the base of the stream. The bricks were mortared together, although some of the joins seemed to be eroding. Overlying this was a dump layer of mid-brown silty clay with inclusions of stone, metal and building debris, some of which showed signs of burning and may have come from the destruction of the mill, (04).





Lying in the middle of the trench and within (04) was a large metal object which when cleaned appeared to be a large metal roller. The roller, (06), measured 0.64m long, 0.22m diameter thick at its widest, and 0.12m wide at the more narrow point. It is unlikely that the pin was in situ but it is possible that it rests not far from where the wheel mechanism may have been in the original building.





To the north of the wheel-roller and the dump deposits was an in-situ wall constructed with stone and lime mortar. The wall, (05), runs north-east to south-east and measures 2.80m in length and 0.45m in width. The wall was part of the old mill building, possibly forming the western limit of the mill leat whilst also forming the structure into which the water wheel and associated mechanism would have been fixed. 





Above the wall was a layer of modern dumped material and the slabs mentioned above, (03).








5	FINDS





No finds were collected during the course of the watching brief.





6	CONCLUSIONS





The watching brief revealed that a significant proportion of the Old Mill building still remained in the walls forming the southern extent of the modern conservatory extension and the eastern garden boundary. The excavation of the modern construction trenches revealed the extent of preservation of further walls belonging to the old mill building and how the mill leat has been adapted since the mill’s demolition and the modern landscaping. 
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