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Abstract 
 
This report represents the results of an 
archaeological excavation undertaken by AOC 
Archaeology Group at Grantown Road, Forres, 
Moray (centred NGR: NJ 0263 5740). The work was 
commissioned by Springfield Properties PLC in 
advance of the development of an area of former 
agricultural land.  
 
Based on the results of a previous evaluation, three 
targeted areas were stripped of topsoil, and the 
identified features excavated and recorded. The work 
was carried out during May 2008 and was conducted 
according to the terms of a Written Scheme of 
Investigation (AOC 2008) which was agreed by Mr. 
Bruce Mann of ACAS and approved by the planning 
authority.  
 
The excavation revealed a series of features, 
comprising a souterrain, a ring-ditch, two four-post 
structures, a group of associated cuts, two possible 
furnaces and six isolated pits. A Neolithic ceramic 
vessel was excavated during the evaluation phase. A 
programme of post-excavation analyses will be 
required.  
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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1    Background 

1.1.1 Planning consent is being sought by Springfield Properties PLC for a residential development at 
Grantown Road, R2, Forres, Moray. AOC Archaeology Group was commissioned by Springfield 
Properties PLC to undertake an archaeological excavation at the site. The current works followed on 
from a phase of evaluation undertaken in 2007 (Cook 2007). The excavation works were designed to 
satisfy the requirements of the local planning authority, as advised by ACAS.  

 
 

1.2    Location 

1.2.1 The proposed development area is a greenfield site located to the immediate south of the southern 
boundary of Forres and is bounded by private land to the south and west, a modern housing estate 
to the north and the A940 to the east (NGR: NJ 0263 5740; Figure 1).  The site has long been under 
agricultural use and appears to have undergone little previous development. The location and extent 
of the site is shown in Figure 1. 

 
 

1.3  Archaeological and historical background 

1.3.1 The solid geology of the area around Forres is characterised by sandstones, conglomerates, shales 
and flagstones of Old Red Sandstone Age (Futty et al 1982). The solid geology is overlain by a layer 
of glacial sand and gravel.  

 
1.3.2 Forres is present on maps from as early as the mid 17th century when it appears on Gordon’s map of 

this date and Balnageith to the north-west of the proposed development site appears on General 
Roy’s map of 1747 to 1755 (not shown). Ordnance Survey maps from the mid 19th century through 
to the early 1990s (not shown) indicate that the field proposed for development was not subject to 
any development during this time. 

 
1.3.3 A programme of aerial survey conducted in the 1990s identified a series of cropmarks within the 

proposed development comprising possible enclosures, a souterrain and anomalies thought to be 
pits (Greig 1994). 

 
1.3.4 The proposed development area was the subject of an archaeological evaluation in 2007 (Cook 

2007). The 10% sample evaluation, consisted of 19 trenches totaling 4,012 m², identified a series of 
five sets of associated negative features composed of pits, post-holes and ditches. These were 
interpreted as the remains a prehistoric settlement (Structures 1-5, Cook 2007). The most significant 
feature identified contained a ceramic vessel and fragments of bone.  

 
1.3.5 Archaeological works in the field to the north of the proposed development area identified a Neolithic 

structure and two Iron Age roundhouses (Cook 2006). 
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2 OBJECTIVES 
2.1  The objectives of the archaeological excavation were: 
 

i) to uncover fully any archaeological remains which existed within the identified 
archaeologically sensitive areas; 

 
ii) to record through drawn, written, and photographic record the archaeological features 

present within the identified archaeologically sensitive areas; 
 

iii) to recover artefacts and samples that will enable the characterisation of the archaeological 
sediments present; 

 
iv) to advise and implement an appropriate programme of post-excavation analyses and 

publication. 
 
 

3 METHODOLOGY 
3.1 Three targeted areas (Areas 1, 2 and 3, totalling 7950 m2) were identified from the results of the 

evaluation and stripped of overburden (Figure 1). Area 1 measured 45 m by 30 m, Area 2 40 m by 
75 m and Area 3 48 m by 75 m. In total 7 

 
3.2 Stripping of the overburden was by means of two 360˚ tracked excavators, each equipped with a 

toothless ditching bucket approximately 2.00 m wide. Excavation was undertaken in shallow 
units/spits until the first significant archaeological horizon or natural subsoil was reached. All 
machine excavation was supervised by an experienced field archaeologist.  

 
3.3 All excavation was undertaken according to AOC Archaeology Group’s standard operating 

procedures as was the palaeoenvironmental sampling strategy. 
 
3.4 A minimum zone (10 m) was maintained (where possible) between archaeological features and the 

adjacent side of the excavation area in confirming that no wider suite of dispersed archaeological 
features were missed. This entailed the extension to the excavation areas in specific locations. 

 
3.5 All significant archaeological features were cleaned and fully defined. These were then investigated 

in order to determine their character, function, nature, date and significance. 

 
 

4 RESULTS 

4.1    Introduction 

4.1.1 The archaeological excavation was undertaken between 28th April and 28th May 2008, with warm 
and dry weather conditions throughout. 

 
4.1.2 The following should be read in conjunction with the data presented in Appendices 1 - 6, Figures 1 - 

6 and Plates 1 - 3. 
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4.1.3 The topsoil varied in depth (between 0.30 - 0.70 m) across the site depending on local topography, 
but generally comprised a black silt, with very few inclusions, which directly overlay the natural 
subsoil. The natural subsoil comprised a combination of orange sands and gravels. 

 
4.1.4 The excavation located all the features previously identified in the evaluation, and a series of 

previously unrecorded features and structures in freshly excavated areas. New context numbers 
were assigned to all the features to avoid any confusion. Features will be described according to 
parent structures.  

 
4.1.5 In total a souterrain, a ring-ditch, two four posters, a possible circular structure, two furnaces and six 

isolated features were identified in Area 3. (Figure 2). The crescent shaped cut identified during the 
evaluation was exposed in Area 1, but is now considered a natural feature. Area 2 was 
archaeologically sterile. 

 

4.2 Souterrain‐Structure [105]  

4.2.1 A large curvilinear cut, identified as a faint linear in the evaluation, was fully revealed during the 
excavation as a souterrain (Figure 3).  

 

 
 

Plate 1: General working shot of the souterrain [105] under excavation 
 
4.2.2 The feature comprised a single curvilinear cut, 16 m in length by between 1.00 m and 3.00 m wide 

and up to 1.50 m in depth (Figure 3). The edges of the cut were almost vertical, but curved in to form 
a lip at the base. The passage sloped gradually down from the entrance in the north, with an 
apparent step existing at the turning point of the passage. No ancillary features or passages were 
identified. The feature was accessed through a small, steeply sloping stone-lined entrance up to 0.72 
m in width (Plate 2). There was no evidence for door jambs. The three stone slabs lining the 
entrance were similar in size and shape, with all apparently sloping towards the north. Although two 
of the slabs, [110] and [111], were of a granite type, the third [109] (on the right hand side as you 
entered the souterrain) was a red sandstone. Slab [111] was found to contain at least three faint cup 
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marks on its surface, suggesting its re-use. No other stone slabs were identified within the fill of the 
souterrain and it seems likely that the placement of these stones at the entrance may have had more 
than a purely functional rationale, with the visibility of the interior of the souterrain in the area of the 
entrance requiring some status criteria.  

 

 
 

Plate 2: illustrating stone lined entrance and initial curving passage 
 
4.2.3 This absence of any other stone slabs or possible cobbling suggests that the souterrain was 

probably timber-lined. Four post-holes were identified cut in to the base of the souterrain, two at the 
curving point, [174] and [189], and two at the terminal end, [184] and [187]. As well as supporting 
any overlying super-structure it seems probable that these could have supported an internal 
framework of walls and floor.  

 
4.2.4 On excavation the edges of the souterrain cut survived well, with evidence of any collapse only 

occurring at the weaker, turning point of the feature. As sand cut features are usually prone to 
collapse, the lack of evidence for such an episode of decay implies that the backfill of the souterrain 
was a deliberate rather than a natural process. This is further substantiated by the general lack of silt 
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lines and absence of stabilisation and soil growth. Generally, the fill of the souterrain represents a 
combination of silts, sands and gravels similar in consistency to the surrounding material. The upper 
fill [183] of the souterrain comprises a 0.40 m deposit of silt with frequent inclusions of stone, 
possibly deposited in the feature through a ploughing episode. The underlying material [182] forms 
the largest part of the fill, measuring up to 0.70 m of sands and gravels. Tip lines are apparent within 
this fill, and the recovery of anthropogenic artefacts from this material implies it was deliberately filled 
(Figures 4 and 5).  

 
4.2.5 Charcoal-rich silt deposit [173] was identified throughout the souterrain at an average depth of 

approximately 1.20 m, and partially overlay both the cut and primary fill of the cut, a layer of re-
deposited natural gravel [176] (see Figures 4 and 5). The compact nature of the basal deposit in 
contrast to the other fills implies that this material may have been deliberately laid and compacted, 
possibly as a drainage feature. The homogenous nature of deposit [173] and its deposition across 
the whole feature suggests it comprised a single event. The origins of this event are as yet unclear, 
but may represent a deliberate phase of destruction in which the structure was fired, and the remains 
deposited at the base, prior to it being backfilled. 

 
4.2.6 Generally, the fill of the souterrain was relatively rich in artefacts with two whetstones, a saddle 

quern (found face down), a piece of worked bone, a possible stone lamp and two large pieces of 
slag being recovered from the fill. All of the finds were recovered from the middle deposit [182/107], 
with the lower basal fills being charcoal-rich, but artefact free. 

 

4.3 Ring‐ditch Structure [140] 

4.3.1 A series of features tentatively assigned as a ring-ditch roundhouse during the evaluation was 
confirmed as such during the excavation.  

 
4.3.2 Structure [140] was only partially revealed and excavated, much of the eastern fragment underlying 

the existing buffer zone between the site and the road (Figure 6). The excavated structure comprised 
two main parts, two curvilinear ditch elements, [141] and [194], and a series of post-holes and/or 
pits: [137], [147], [144], [193], [202], [204], [198], [207], [196] and [142]. The excavated structure 
measured overall approximately 8.5 m north to south by 8.5 m east to west. 

 
4.3.3 The two ditch features form the outer limit of the surviving structure. Such features are generally 

thought to be the result of either a structural necessity or through a process of erosion. That two 
post-holes, [192] and [196], appear to have been subsumed and truncated by the development of 
each ditch may imply that the features were created by erosional processes rather than by 
construction requirements. 

 
4.3.4 The post-holes/pits vary in size, depth and form perhaps suggesting some difference in function. 

However, despite this difference, it is suggested that post-holes [142], [192], [204] and [196] may 
have formed part of a central post-ring, which would have supported the main load bearing ring-
beam. Features [137], [144] and [198] measure between 0.75 -1.29 m in length by 0.42-1.06 m in 
depth; their relative size implying they may also have formed structural posts. 

 
4.3.5 Analogy with known excavated ring-ditches suggests that a 1.20 m gap in the south-eastern part of 

the structure between features [137] and [144] may form the entrance in to the structure. No other 
internal furniture, divisions or activity areas were observed. 
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4.3.6 Fill [138] of post-hole [137] has been truncated by the later post-hole [147]. That this truncation has 

taken place may suggest that the roundhouse structure existed long enough for at least some repair 
work to be necessary and, perhaps, more than a single phase of construction is present. 

 
4.3.7 Several fragments of slag material were recovered from the various components of the roundhouse 

(Appendix ). 

 
4.4 Four‐posters‐Structures [166] and [231] 

4.4.1 Two sets of four post structures were identified during the excavation, both positioned on the same 
north-east to south-west alignment (Figure 2). 

 
4.4.2 Structure [166] comprised four large post-holes: [155], [164], [161] and [167] positioned in an 

approximate square measuring 2.50 m by 2.50 m. The post-holes were all uniform in size and 
shape, measuring approximately 0.50 m by 0.70 m in plan by roughly 0.50 m deep. A broken rotary 
quern, a single pot sherd and various pieces of slag were recovered from the structure (Appendix x).  

 
4.4.3 Structure [231] comprised four large post-holes: [219], [227], [221] and [225] formed in an 

approximate square 3.50 m by 3.50 m in size. An additional feature, [223] was identified to the north-
west of post-hole [219]. The post-holes were similar in size and shape, measuring between 0.70-
1.08 m by 0.39 - 0.68 m in plan and between 0.58 - 0.82 m in depth. Slag was recovered from the 
structure (Appendix 6).  

 
4.4.4 The two four poster structures are similar in size, shape and probable function. Four poster type 

structures are known throughout Scotland, their function and date being diagnostic to neither period 
nor area. However the relative size of Structures [166] and [231] imply that they form the basis of 
four-poster house settings, rather than as the smaller granary type buildings which share the same 
form. Such structures would have comprised a central post-ring, which would have supported the 
main load bearing ring-beam. The lack of any associated post-holes around the structure, despite 
the survival of the four posts themselves, suggests that the house construction may have been such 
that no evidence survives, for example a building style with a supporting turf wall.  

 

4.5 Structure [136] 

4.5.1 The group of features identified as Structure [136] comprises a series of features in close proximity 
to each other and lacking an immediately apparent coherent ground plan. It consists of features 
[125], [127], [113], [115], [117], [131], [120], [129], [133] and [123]. The features vary in size, shape 
and location, but a brief analysis of the ground plan raises the probability that a circular structure 
exists within the large group. Features [113], [115], [117], [120], [125] and [127] appear to form a 
basic circular structure, 6.50 m in diameter. All the features share a broadly similar size measuring 
between 0.40 m by 0.60 in plan by between 0.10 - 0.25 m in depth.  

 

4.6 Features [157] and [212] 

4.6.1 Feature [157] comprised a cut measuring 0.80 m by 0.90 m by 0.26 m in depth (Figure 2). The cut 
was lined in its southern half by heat-affected bonded sand and stones. The main fill of the feature 
comprised a compact, grey sandy soil with frequent inclusions of small stones, slag and possible 
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furnace lining. The base of the cut was partly lined with a series of flat stones, creating a stable 
surface. The furnace was spatially associated with two further pits, [153] and [151], which may have 
formed part of a superstructure, or alternatively performed some sort of function within the industrial 
process. 

 

 
 

Plate 3: Section through furnace feature [157] 
 
4.6.2 Feature [212] comprised a sub-circular cut with an approximate diameter of 1.06 m by 0.27 m deep. 

The feature was filled by a bright orange, heat affected sand, with rare inclusions of charcoal and 
slag. In comparison to Feature [157] no in situ walling or lining was identified. 

 
4.6.3 Although slightly different in composition both features represent the fragmented remains of a 

furnace or kiln. It is as yet unclear as to what type of industrial work was carried out at these 
features, but the presence of slag suggests some sort of metal working or smelting. 

 

4.7 Isolated Features 

4.7.1 A series of isolated features were identified across the site that could be defined as neither a 
structural element of a building, nor as a functioning element such as a furnace.  

 
4.7.2 In total four isolated features ([149], [169], [171] and [208]) were half-sectioned and recorded. The 

features varied greatly in size and shape, but offered no real indication of their function or role. 
 

4.8 Feature [101] 

4.8.1 Feature [101] in Area 1 was initially identified in the evaluation and was further investigated during 
the excavation. The feature was only partially exposed, as its southern extent continued under an 
existing overhead service. The feature measured at least 12 m in length by 3.8 m in width and up to 
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0.48 m in depth. It was filled by a single deposit [103], a black silt with few inclusions of any kind. 
The feature is considered to be of natural origin.  

 

4.9 Feature [402] 

4.9.1 Pit [402], measuring 0.45 m by 0.38 m by 0.36 m in depth, was found during the evaluation phase of 
works. A ceramic vessel, with no obvious external pattern was recovered from the pit. The vessel 
was damaged by both ploughing and animal activity at its top and base, but the majority of the body 
was recovered. The vessel was completely full with what was thought to be a cremation.  Fragments 
of bone were also recovered from pit. 

  

4.10 Discussion 

4.10.1 Despite the truncated nature of the site at Grantown Road, the excavation identified a further series 
of features independent of those located during the evaluation. The features were centred on a slight 
rise to the east of the field (which appears to continue in to the adjacent field to the east). The rise 
overlooked the western extent of the field, which was generally poorly drained in comparison. No 
other features were identified in the remaining area of the proposed development. 

 
4.10.2 The archaeological features identified comprise a combination of structures usually associated with 

residential (ring-ditch, four posters), agricultural storage (souterrain) and industrial (furnaces) activity. 
While the final chronology and subsequent use of the site must await a programme of absolute 
dating, the feature types and artefacts recovered may offer some indication. 

 
4.10.3 Generally, roundhouses are common throughout the later prehistoric and early historic periods, with 

variants in size, shape and type, none of which are diagnostic to period. However, the recovery of 
fragments of a broken rotary quern from Structure [166] and pit [208] associated with Structure [140] 
infers an Iron Age origin for at least two of the roundhouse structures. The recovery of two 
whetstones, artefacts usually associated with metal blades, from the souterrain, would similarly 
suggest a later prehistoric and probably Iron Age date of origin for the structure. The dating of the 
furnace pits is less clear as small metalworking furnaces have been identified from both the Iron Age 
and medieval periods in Scotland. However, the recovery of a possible oven base (associated with 
metalworking) from the lower fill of the souterrain, suggests that some type of metalworking was 
taking place in or around the site in the Iron Age, and this may be reflected in the furnaces. The slag 
recovered from right across the site may further imply that at least some of the other structures were 
in use when the furnaces were being used. 

 
4.10.4 That the existing ground plans of the excavated features respect each other, with little truncation 

other than through the plough, raises the possibility that these structures could have co-existed. 
Although we are as yet unsure of the function of each structure, it does not seem wholly unlikely that 
a small community could have occupied the area, incorporating at least one large roundhouse, with 
associated agricultural and industrial buildings.  

 
 
5 CONCLUSION 
5.1 Although relatively common individually, to find associated evidence for a souterrain, settlement and 

metalworking features is extremely rare in Scotland. The recently excavated sites at Birnie and 
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Culduthell offer an analogy for settlement and associated metalworking, but neither contained 
evidence for a souterrain (Fraser Hunter pers comm.). The significance of the site at Grantown Road 
therefore lies in the rarity of the juxtaposed evidence. 

 
5.2 This DSR report is both preliminary and provisional, with many issues raised by the excavation data 

still to be addressed. In ascertaining a fuller knowledge of the excavation results, a post-excavation 
research design will be prepared for approval by the planning authority’s archaeological advisor. This 
will describe all necessary and appropriate assessment processes and consequent post-excavation 
analyses together with publication proposals for the final report. This report will integrate the 
stratigraphic, contextual and descriptive data from the excavation with specialist post-excavation 
analyses covering dating, palaeoenvironmental and economic issues, culminating in an article fit for 
academic publication. 
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APPENDIX 1 

Photographic Record 

Black & White Print and Colour Slide Film 1 
 
Frame Feature Description From 
1  Registration shots  
2-3 101 Detail of Feature [101 S 
4 St 140 General shot of structure N 
5-8 Area 3 General post-excavation shots of stripped area E 
9-10 St 101 South-facing section through [101] S 
11-12 St 101 East-facing section through [101] E 
13-14 St 101 General shot of Structure [101] NE 
15-16 St 101 General shot of Structure [101] NE 
17-18 St 105 West-facing section through souterrain [105] W 
19-20 St 105 West-facing section through souterrain [105] W 
21-22 St 105 Detail of charcoal rich deposit within entrance S 
23-24 St 105 Working shot during excavation N 
25-26 St 105 West-facing section through souterrain [105], Section B W 
27-30 St 105 West-facing section through souterrain [105], Section B W 
31-32 St 105 West-facing section through souterrain [105], Section B W 
33-34 St 105 West-facing section through souterrain [105], Section B W 
 

Black and White Print and Colour Slide Film 2 
 
Frame Feature Description From 
1-2  Registration shots  
3-4 St 105 North-facing section through souterrain [105] entrance N 
5-6 113 South-facing section through post-hole [113] S 
9-10 117 South-facing section through pit [117] S 
11-12 117 Plan shot of Pit [117]  
13-14 119 South-facing section through feature [119] S 
15-16 123 South-facing section through pit [123] S 
17-18 125 South-facing section through pit [125] S 
19-20 127 South-facing section through post-hole [127] S 
21-22 129 South-facing section through post-hole [129] S 
23-24 131 South-facing section through pit [131] S 
25-26 133 South-facing section through pit [133] S 
27-28 St 140 South-facing section through entrance post-hole [137] S 
29-30 St 105 West-facing section of souterrain, showing stones [110] and 

[111] 
W 

31-32 St 105 Detail of [110], in west-facing section of souterrain entrance W 
33-34 St 105 Detail of [111], in west-facing section of souterrain entrance W 
35-36 St 105 West-facing section through souterrain N 
37-38 St 105 Detail of stone [109] within souterrain entrance N 
39-40 St 105 Detail of stone [109] within souterrain entrance S 
41 142 South-facing section through post-hole [142] S 
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Black and White Print and Colour Slide Film 3 
 
Frame Feature Description From 
1-2  Registration shots  
3-4 142 South-facing section through post-hole [142] S 
5-6 144 South-facing section through post-hole [144] S 
7-8 141 SE-facing section through ring-ditch [141] SE 
9-10 141 NE-facing section through ring-ditch [141] NE 
11-12 144 South-facing section through post-hole [144] SE 
13-14  North-facing section through axis of souterrain entrance N 
15-16 149 North-facing section through [149] N 
17-18 151 West-facing section through [151] W 
19-20 151 Plan view of feature [151] W 
21-24 153 West-facing section through pit [153] W 
25-26 155 West-facing section through pit [155] W 
27-28 157 North-facing section through furnace [157] N 
29-30 159 Plan view of furnace [157] N 
31-32 157 West-facing section through furnace [157] W 
33-34 157 Plan view of furnace [157] S 
35-36 161 Plan of pit [161] S 
37-38 164 Plan view of pit [164] E 
 
Black and White Print and Colour Slide Film 4 
 
Frame Feature Description From 
1-2  Registration shots  
3-4 St 160 General shot of structure [160] W 
5-6 169 West-facing section through pit [169] W 
7-8 171 West-facing section through pit [171] W 
9-10  Detail of Column 1 through post-pipe E 
11-12 St 105 West-facing section through souterrain W 
13-14 St 105 West-facing section through souterrain W 
15-16 St 105 Column Tin B through Section B of souterrain W 
17-18 St 105 Column Tin C through Section B of souterrain W 
19-20 St 105 Column Tin D through Section B of souterrain W 
21-22 St 105 Detail of north-facing section of souterrain edge N 
23-24 St 105 Detail of south-facing section of souterrain edge S 
25-26 St 105 Detail of east-facing section of souterrain edge E 
27-28 St 105 East-facing section through post-hole  E 
29-30 St 105 Detail of possible deposit on base of souterrain cut E 
31-32 St 105 Detail of post-hole within base of souterrain cut E 
33-34 St 105 Detail of post-holes located at eastern terminal of souterrain W 
 
Black and White Print and Colour Slide Film 5 
 
Frame Feature Description From 
1-2  Registration shots  
3-4 St 105 Detail of south-facing section of souterrain edge S 
5-6 St 105 Detail of north-facing section through souterrain edge N 
7-8 St 105 Detail of north-facing section through souterrain edge N 
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9-10 St 105 Detail of south-facing section through souterrain edge S 
11-12 St 105 Detail of north-facing section through souterrain edge N 
13-20 St 105 General working shots of souterrain under excavation W 
21-23 St 105 Details of post-holes [174] and [189] S 
24-25 St 105 Overview of souterrain axis, post-ex N 
26-27 St 105 Overview of souterrain axis, post-ex S 
28-29 St 105 Overview of souterrain W 
30-31 St 105 Overview of souterrain, post-ex E 
32-33 St 105 Overview of souterrain, post-ex SE 
34-35 St 105 Detail of north-facing section through souterrain N 
36-37 St 105 Detail of north-facing section of souterrain edge S 
38-39 St 105 Detail of north-facing section of souterrain edge N 
 
Black and White Print and Colour Slide Film 6 
 
Frame Feature Description From 
1-2  Registration shots  
3-4 St 105 Detail of north-west facing section of souterrain edge NW 
5-6 St 105 Detail of west-facing section of souterrain edge W 
7-8 St 105 Detail of south-facing section of souterrain edge S 
9-10 St 105 Detail of east-facing section of souterrain edge E 
11-19 St 105 General working shots of souterrain excavation Var 
20-21 St 140 Detail of slot through ring-ditch [194] and internal post-hole 

[196] 
N 

22-23 St 140 SE-facing section through post-hole [198] SE 
24-25 St 140 West-facing section through ring-ditch [194] W 
26-27 159 Plan view of furnace pit, post-ex W 
28-29 200 South-facing section through post-hole [200] S 
30-31 St 140 West-facing section through [209] W 
32-33 212 South-facing section through [212] S 
34-35 St 105 Detail of cup marked stone E 
36-37 216 West-facing section through feature [216] W 
 
Black and White Print and Colour Slide Film 7 
 
Frame Feature Description From 
1-2  Registration shots  
3-4 St 212 Deposit of burnt material [214] within furnace [212] S 
5-6 St 212 Post-excavation shot of furnace [212] S 
7-8 219 South-facing section through pit [219] S 
9-10 221 South-facing section through pit [221] S 
11-12 223 South-facing section through post-hole [223] S 
13-14 225 South-facing section through post-hole [225] S 
15-16 227 South-facing section through post-hole [227] S 
17-18 St 105 Post-excavation shot of souterrain entrance W 
19-20 St 105 Post-excavation shot of souterrain entrance E 
31-32 St 105 Detail of [110], in west-facing section of souterrain entrance W 
33-34 St 105 Detail of [111], in west-facing section of souterrain entrance W 
35-36 St 105 West-facing section through souterrain N 
37-38 St 105 Detail of stone [109] within souterrain entrance N 
39-40 St 105 Detail of stone [109] within souterrain entrance S 
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41 142 South-facing section through post-hole [142] S 
 

APPENDIX 2 

Context Record 

Context Structure Description 
100 N/A Topsoil identified across the site, measuring between 0.30 -

0.70 m in depth. Generally, the material was deeper at the 
edge of the field and in areas where natural depressions 
occurred. Comprised a black silt, very fine in texture, with 
few inclusions; evidence of animal and root activity. Overlay 
all excavated features. 

101 St [101] General number assigned to a partially exposed feature; 
running in to the buffer zone of an overhead service. 
Comprising large cut [102] filled by [103]. 

102 St [101] Cut of probable natural feature; sub-circular in plan, with 
shallow sides running in to a sloping base; measuring 12 m 
in length by 3.8 m in width (as exposed) and up to 0.48 m in 
depth. Filled by [103]. 

103 St [101] Fill of cut [102], comprising a black silt with few stone 
inclusions. Animal activity evident. Possible alluvial 
material. 

104  Natural subsoil comprising orange sand. 
105 St [105] General number assigned to the souterrain, which 

comprised a central cut [106], filled by [107], [108], [109], 
[110], [111], [176], [177], [178], [179], [180], [182], [183] and 
[191].  

106 St [105] Cut of souterrain, curvilinear in shape, with steep sides 
running in to a concave base. Measuring 16 m in length by 
between 1.0 - 3.0 m in width by up to 1.50 m in depth. Filled 
by [107], [108], [109], [110], [111], [176], [177], [178], [179], 
[180], [182], [183] and [191].  

107 St [105] Umbrella number originally assigned to the whole fill of cut 
[106], comprising a mixture of sands and gravels, possibly 
deliberately backfilled in one episode, and then truncated 
by ploughing. 

108 St [105] Charcoal rich deposit within the entrance of the souterrain, 
between the three orthostats. Measuring approximately 
0.50 m by 0.50 m by 0.30 m in depth. 

109 St [105] Red sandstone rectilinear orthostat located on the western 
side of the entrance, measuring 0.80 m in length, by 0.55 m 
by 0.30 m. The stone contains at least three possible cup 
marks on the surface inward facing towards open passage. 

110 St [105] Granite orthostat located on the eastern side of the 
entrance, measuring 0.80 m by 0.40 m by 0.30 m. 

111 St [105] Granite orthostat located on the eastern side of the 
entrance, measuring 0.80 m by 0.55 m by 0.40m. 

113  Cut of possible pit/post-hole, circular in plan, with fairly 
steep sides running in to a concave base, measuring 0.47 
m by 0.47 m by 0.17 m. Filled by [114]. 

114  Fill of cut [113], comprising fine, black silty sand. Few stone 
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or gravel inclusions. 
115 St [136] Cut of possible pit/post-hole, sub-circular in plan, with 

irregular sides running to an irregular base; measuring 0.50 
m by 0.50 m by 0.19 m. Filled by [115]. 

116 St [136] Fill of cut [115], comprising a loose, black silty material, with 
frequent inclusions of gravel and stone. 

117 St [136] Cut of possible pit/post-hole, sub-circular in shape, with 
steep sides running to a flat base, measuring 0.63 m by 
0.60 m by 0.30 m. Filled by [118].  

118 St [136] Fill of [117], comprising a loose, black silty material, with 
frequent charcoal inclusions.  

119 St [136] Cut of possible pit/post-hole, sub-circular in plan, with 
shallow sides running in to a concave base. Measuring 0.65 
m by 0.60 m by 0.25 m. Filled by [120]. 

120 St [136] Fill of [119], comprising a black silty material, with frequent 
inclusions of stone/gravel and charcoal. 

123 St [136] Cut of possible pit/post-hole, irregular in plan, with shallow 
sides running in to a flat base, measuring 1.40 m by 1.20 m 
by 0.20 m. Filled by [124]. 

124 St [136] Fill of [123], comprising a black, fine silt, intermixed with 
bands of orange sand, few stone inclusions, but frequent 
inclusions of charcoal. 

125 St [136] Cut of possible pit/post-hole, sub-circular in shape, with 
shallow sides running in to a concave base; measuring 0.50 
m by 0.40 m by 0.10 m. Filled by [126]. 

126 St [136] Fill of [125], comprising a black, very fine silty sand, with 
frequent inclusions of charcoal, plus slag. 

127 St [136] Cut of possible pit/post-hole, sub-circular in plan, with 
straight edges running in to a flat base; measuring 0.55 m 
by 0.50 m by 0.20 m. Filled by [128]. 

128 St [136] Fill of [127], comprising black, very fine silty sand, with 
frequent inclusions of stone, root action evident.  

129 St [136] Cut of possible pit/[post-hole, irregular in shape, very poorly 
defined sides running in to a flat base; measuring 0.80 m by 
0.50 m by 0.35 m. Filled by [130]. 

130 St [136] Fill of [129], comprising a black, loose silty soil, with 
frequent inclusions of stone (packing?). Slag present.  

131 St [136] Cut of pit, sub-circular in shape, with steep sides running in 
to a poorly defied base; measuring 1.70 m by 1.20 m by 
0.50 m. Filled by [132]. 

132 St [136] Upper fill of cut [131], comprising a black silt, with frequent 
inclusions of stone, gravel and charcoal.  

133 St [136] Cut of possible pit/post-hole, sub-circular in plan, with steep 
sides running in to a concave base; measuring 0.50 m by 
0.40 m by 0.20 m. Filled by [134]. 

134 St [136] Fill of cut [133], comprising a black silty sand, with frequent 
inclusions of stone (packing). Highly truncated by plough 
and affected by animal and root activity. 

135 St [136] Primary fill of cut [131], comprising a layer of redeposited 
gravel, up to 0.20 m in depth. 

136 St [136] General number assigned to a series of features initially 
believed to consist of a single feature, but on reflection 
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uncertain (?) at this time. Comprising contexts [115-136]. 
137 St [140] Cut of post-hole, located in within the entrance to ring-ditch 

[140]. The feature is circular in shape, with steep sides 
running in to a concave base. Measuring 0.75 m by 0.42 m 
by 0.62 m in depth. Filled by [138] and truncated by the 
later re-cut [147]. 

138 St [140] Fill of cut [137], comprising a dark brown/black fine silty 
sand, frequent inclusions of charcoal and stone (packing). 

140 St [140] Umbrella number assigned to the ring-ditch type house, 
comprising curvilinear cuts [141] and [194] and post-holes 
[138], [147], [144], [192], [202], [204], [198], [197]. 

141 St [140] Cut of ring-ditch feature, comprising the western fragment 
of a roundhouse. The feature comprises a curvilinear ditch, 
with very shallow, irregular sides, running in to an irregular 
base. Measuring 7.5 m in length by 2.20 m in width by up to 
0.20 m in depth. Filled by [146]. 

142 St [140] Cut of post-hole, circular in plan with steep sides running ni 
to a concave base, but clearly affected by ploughing, animal 
burrows and plant activity. Measuring 0.90 m by 0.90 m by 
0.40 m. Filled by [143]. May from part of the central ring of 
the ring-ditch. 

143 St [140] Fill of post-hole cut [142], comprising a black, fine silty sand 
with frequent inclusions of rounded stones (packing) and 
charcoal. 

144 St [140] Cut of post-hole, located within the entrance structure of the 
roundhouse. The feature is circular in plan, with steep sides 
running in to a flat base, measuring 1.06 m in length by 
0.54 m by 1.06 m in depth. Filled by [145]. 

145 St [140] Fill of cut [144], comprising a dark brown/black silty, sand 
with frequent inclusions of charcoal and small to medium 
sized stone.  

146 St [140] Fill of cut [141] comprising a black, fine silty sand, 
intermixed with frequent inclusions of gravel, water worn 
pebbles….. but little evidence of charcoal.  

147 St [140] Cut of post-hole located within entrance of roundhouse 
[140], circular in plan, with steep sides running in to a 
concave base. Measuring 0.78 m in length. Truncates the 
earlier post-hole [137]. Filled by [148]. 

148 St [140] Fill of post-hole [147], comprising a dark brown/black silty 
sand, with charcoal and stone inclusions.  

149  Cut of isolated pit, circular in plan, with poorly formed, 
irregular sides running in to a concave base. Measuring 
0.60 m by 0.60 m by 0.20 m 

150  Fill of cut [149], comprising a black, fine silty sand, with 
frequent inclusions of gravel and large rounded stones up 
to 0.20 m by 0.20 m in size. 

151  Cut of pit, sub-circular in plan, with steep sides running in to 
a concave base. Measuring 0.65 m by 0.85 m by 0.19 m in 
depth. Filled by [152]. Slag recovered from this context. 

152  Fill of cut [151], comprising a grey sandy material, with 
frequent inclusions of rounded and sub-angular stones up 
to 0.05 m in diameter. 
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153  Cut of isolated pit, rectilinear in plan, with steep sides 
running in to a flat base, clearly heavily truncated by 
plough. Measuring 1.70 m by 0.60 m by 0.30 m. Filled by 
[154]. 

154  Fill of cut [153], comprising a black silt, with frequent 
inclusions of both gravel and stones. Slag was recovered 
from this context. 

155 St [166] Cut of post-hole, circular in plan, with step sides running in 
to a concave base, measuring 0.60 m by 0.50 m by 0.50 m. 
Filled by [156]. Forms part of a four poster structure, 
probably forming part of house structure.  

156 St [166] Fill of cut [155] comprising  a black silty sand with few stone 
inclusions, clearly affected by root and animal activity.  

157 St [157] Cut of a kiln/hearth, comprising a central cut, sub-circular in 
plan, with steep sides running in to an irregular base. 
Measuring 0.80 m by 0.90 m by 0.26 m. Filled by [158], 
[159] and [160]. 

158 St [157] A compact, dark grey sandy soil with frequent inclusions of 
small stones, slag and furnace lining, forming the kiln lining. 

159 St [157] Wall of kiln, comprising heat affected/fired sand and stones, 
forming a semi-circle in the southern half of the cut, the 
northern part having been destroyed. Measuring 0.10 m in 
diameter, by 0.18 m in depth. 

160 St [157] Floor of kiln feature [157], comprising rough six flat stones, 
stained by use. 

161 St [166] Cut of post-hole of four poster structure; circular in plan, 
with steep sides running in to a flat base. Measuring 0.70 m 
by 0.60 m by 0.50 m. Filled by [162]. 

162 St [166] Fill of post-hole [161], comprising a black silty sand, with 
frequent inclusions of stone, gravel, charcoal and a single 
piece of pot. 

163 S [157] Possible lining of kiln formed by large stones in furnace 
wall. 

164 St [166] Cut of post-hole of four poster structure, circular in plan, 
with steep sides running in to a flat base. Measuring 0.60 m 
by 0.60 m by 0.50 m. Filled by [165]. 

165 St [166] Fill of post-hole [164], comprising black silt with frequent 
inclusions of stone, gravel and charcoal. A possible broken 
rotary quern stone may have been used for packing. 

166 St [166] Umbrella number assigned to a four poster structure. The 
distance between each post is 2.50 m. Probably formed the 
foundation pits of the central timber superstructure of a 
roundhouse.  

167 St [166] Cut of post-hole within four poster, circular in plan, with 
steep sides running in to a flat base. Measuring 0.70 m by 
0.70 m by 0.50 m. Filled by [168]. 

168 St [166] Fill of cut [167] comprising a black silty sand with frequent 
inclusions of gravel and stone, plus contained some slag. 

169  Cut of isolated pit, circular in plan, with steep sides running 
in to an irregular base, measuring 0.82 m by 0.85 m by 0.30 
m. Filled by [170]. 

170  Fill of cut [169], comprising a dark brown sandy silt, with 



GRANTOWN ROAD, R2, FORRES: DATA STRUCTURE REPORT 

© AOC Archaeology 2008      |    PAGE 20 OF 29    |    www.aocarchaeology.com 

frequent stones. 
171  Cut of isolated feature, sub-circular in plan, measuring 1.50 

m by 1.62 m by 0.36 m. Filled by [172]. 
172  Fill of cut [171], comprising dark brown sandy soil with 

frequent inclusions of stones. 
173  Charcoal rich layer at base of cut [171]. 
174 St [105] Cut of post-hole located within souterrain. Situated at 

corner/turning point of feature, the post-hole is circular in 
shape with steep sides running into a concave base. 
Measuring 0.29 m by 0.28 m. Filled by [175]. 

175 St [105] Fill of post-hole [174] comprising a sticky, grey coloured 
silty sand, with frequent inclusions of charcoal. 

176 St [105] A layer of re-deposited gravel, was deposited at the base of 
the cut of the souterrain. The material was very compact, 
varied in depth up to 0.20 m and contained charcoal. It 
seems likely that this material was laid in the feature for 
drainage purposes. Underlying [182]. 

177 St [105] Natural subsoil comprising orange sand and gravel. The 
souterrain is cut in to this material. 

178  Sand within entrance of souterrain. 
179 St [105] Charcoal rich deposit-same as [173]. 
180 St [105] Number assigned to the episode of collapse identified at the 

turn of the souterrain, recorded in section.  
181 St [105] Notional cut of collapse of sides of souterrain. 
182 St [105] Deposit of sand and gravel identified throughout souterrain, 

up to 0.70 m in depth and comprising charcoal, saddle 
quern, two whet stones, and two pieces of slag. 

183 St [105] Upper fill of souterrain, which comprises a deposit of stones 
and silt, which appear to have been ploughed into a dip in 
the feature. 

184 St [105] Cut of post-hole within souterrain, circular in plan, with near 
vertical sides running in to an irregular base (possibly as 
post has been hammered into the ground), measuring 0.30 
m by 0.30 m by 0.18 m. Filled by [185]. 

185 St [105] Fill of post-hole [184], comprising dark grey silty sand with 
few small pebbles and charcoal. 

186 St [105] Deposit identified at the terminal end of the souterrain, may 
represent the remnants of a central post-hole. Comprising a 
dark grey sandy silt, measuring 0.40 m by 0.27 m.  

187 St [105] Cut of post-hole at terminal end of souterrain, circular in 
plan, with steep sides running in to a V-shaped base 
(possibly due to the nature of the post/stake inserted into 
the hole). Measuring 0.40 m by 0.27 m by 0.22 m. Filled by 
[188]. 

188 St [105] Fill of post-hole [187], comprising a greyish silty sand, sticky 
in consistency, with frequent inclusions of charcoal. 

189 St [105] Cut of post-hole located at the turning point of the 
souterrain, next to cut [174]. Circular in shape, with a steep 
northern side and shallow southern side running into a 
concave base. Measuring 0.27 m by 0.28 m in depth. Filled 
by [190]. 

190 St [105] Fill of post-hole cut [189], comprising a greyish silty sand, 
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sticky in consistency, with frequent inclusions of charcoal. 
191 St [105] Charcoal-rich deposit underlying orthostat [111] within 

entrance of souterrain. 
192 St [140] Cut of post-hole, circular in plan, with steep sides running 

into a concave base, measuring 0.50 m by 0.50 m by 0.40 
m. Filled by [193]. The feature has been subsumed by the 
creation of the erosion feature [141].  

193 St [140] Fill of cut of post-hole, comprising a black silt, with frequent 
inclusions of large stone (packing), gravel and charcoal.  

194 St [140] Cut of eastern fragment of ring-ditch, only partially exposed 
due to presence of trench edge. Sub-circular in shape, with 
a shallow inner face and a steep outer face running into an 
irregular base, measuring 1.20 m by 2.00 m by 0.40 m. The 
cut subsumes an earlier, structural post-hole [196]. Filled by 
[195]. 

195 St [140] Fill of cut [194], comprising very fine sandy silt, with 
frequent inclusions of gravel, stone (possible displaced 
packing) and slag. 

196 St [140] Cut of post-hole, structural, subsumed by later creation of 
ring-ditch feature [194]. Circular in plan, with steep sides 
running into a concave base, measuring 0.60 m by 0.50 m 
by 0.50 m. Filled by [197]. 

197 St [140] Fill of post-hole [196], comprising a dark black silt, with 
frequent inclusions of stone (packing), charcoal, gravel, 
partially truncated by [194]. 

198 St [140] Cut of post-hole, circular in plan, with a steep western side 
and gradual eastern side running into a slightly concave 
base, measuring 1.29 m by 0.45 m in depth. Filled by [199]. 

199 St [140] Fill of post-hole [198], comprising black sandy silt, with 
frequent small to medium sized stones (packing) and 
charcoal inclusions. 

200  Cut of post-hole, irregular in plan, with steep sides running 
into a flat base. Measuring 0.35 m by 0.19 m by 0.42 m. 
filled by [201]. 

201  Fill of post-hole [200], comprising a dark grey loamy soil, 
with frequent inclusions of stone. A flint scraper was 
recovered from this fill. 

202 St [140] Cut of possible post-hole, circular in shape, measuring 0.60 
m by 0.50 m. Filled by [203]. Unexcavated. 

203 St [140] Fill of post-hole [202], internal to roundhouse, comprising 
dark black silt. Unexcavated. 

204 St [140] Cut of possible post-hole, internal to roundhouse, 
measuring 0.40 m by 0.40 m. filled by [205]. Unexcavated. 

205 St [140] Fill of post-hole [204], comprising black silty sand. 
Unexcavated. 

206 St [140] Cut of possible post-hole/pit, located to the immediate north 
of St [140]. Sub-circular in shape, measuring 1.70 m by 
1.20 m. Filled by [207]. Possible forms outer post-hole. 
Unexcavated. 

207 St [140] Fill of cut [206], comprising a dark grey black silt. 
Unexcavated. 

208  Cut of large pit, sub-circular in shape, with a shallow 
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northern edge and a steep southern edge running into a flat 
base. Measuring 4.5 m by 4.5 m by 0.25 m in depth. Filled 
by [209]. 

209  Fill of cut [208], comprising a black loose silt, with frequent 
inclusions of stone, animal and root activity evident. 
Charcoal, slag and a fragment of a rotary quern recovered 
from the fill. 

210 St [105] Cobble foundation stone underlying orthostats [109] and 
[110]. 

211 St [157] Fill of kiln feature, comprising a dark brown sandy soil, 
underlying floor surface [160] 

212  Cut of furnace pit, sub-circular in plan, with gradual sides 
running into a concave base, measuring 1.06 m by 0.27 m 
in depth. Filled by [213] and [214]. 

213  Fill of pit [212], comprising a dark brown material, 
intermixed with grass, moss and charcoal. 

214  Lower fill of cut [213] comprising a bright orange sand, 
reflecting evidence of burning, with infrequent inclusions of 
charcoal. Slag recovered from this material. 

216 St [140] Cut of post-hole/pit only partially exposed, sub-circular in 
plan, with irregular sides running into an irregular base. 
Measuring 1.00 m by 0.50 m by 0.60 m. Filled by [217]. 

217 St [140] Fill of cut [216], comprising a dark grey sandy soil with 
frequent inclusions of large stones (packing), plus 
infrequent pieces of charcoal. 

218 St [105] Layer of gravel, same as [176]. 
219 St [231] Cut of post-hole, circular in plan, with steep sides running 

into a concave base. Measuring 0.82 m by 0.42 m by 0.72 
m. Filled by [220]. 

220 St [231] Fill of cut [219], comprising a dark grey sandy soil, with 
occasional stones, charcoal and some slag. 

221 St [231] Cut of post-hole, rectilinear in plan, with steep sides running 
into a slightly concave base, measuring 1.08 m by 0.83 m in 
depth. Filled by [222]. 

222 St [231] Fill of post-hole [221], comprising a dark brown silty sand, 
with frequent inclusions of stone (packing) and charcoal.  

223 St [231] Cut of post-hole, sub-circular in plan, with near vertical 
sides running into a flattish base, measuring 0.78 m by 0.39 
m by 0.59 m. Filled by [224]. 

224 St [231] Fill of post-hole [223], comprising a dark brown sandy soil, 
with frequent inclusions of small and large stone (packing) 
and infrequent pieces of charcoal. 

225 St [231] Cut of post-hole, circular in plan, with steep sides running 
into a flat base. Measuring 0.70 m by 0.68 m by 0.58 m. 
Filled by [226]. 

226 St [231] Fill of post-hole [225], comprising a dark brown sandy silt, 
with frequent inclusions of small to medium sized stones, 
charcoal and slag.  

227 St [231] Cut of post-hole, circular in plan, with steep angled sides 
running into a flat, compact base. Measuring 0.75 m by 
0.70 m by 0.68 m. Filled by [228]. 

228 St [231] Fill of post-hole [227], comprising a dark brown sandy silt, 
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with frequent small to medium sized stones. 
229 St [105] Charcoal rich deposit underlying orthostat [109]. 
230 St [105] Charcoal rich deposit underlying orthostats [111], possibly 

same as [191]. 
231 St [231] General number assigned to probable four poster structure, 

comprising [219-228]. 
241 St [105 Deposit of gravel identified in Section C, very compact, and 

lying against southern edge of cut. Measuring 0.45 m in 
width by 0.65 m in depth. 

242 St [105] Deposit of gravel identified in Section C, very compact and 
lying against northern edge of souterrain cut. Measuring 
0.25 m in width by up to 0.70 m in depth. 

 

APPENDIX 3 

Sample Record 

Context Tubs Description 
100 1 Topsoil 
104 1 Natural  
107 2 Bulk 
107 A 1 Bulk sample take from standing section of souterrain, from 

top 
107 B 1 Bulk sample take from standing section of souterrain, from 

top 
107 C 1 Bulk sample take from standing section of souterrain, from 

top 
107 D 1 Bulk sample take from standing section of souterrain, from 

top 
107 E 1 Bulk sample take from standing section of souterrain, from 

top 
107 F 1 Bulk sample take from standing section of souterrain, from 

top 
107 G 1 Bulk sample take from standing section of souterrain, from 

top 
107 H 1 Bulk sample take from standing section of souterrain, from 

top 
108 1 Bulk 
114 1 Bulk 
116 1 Bulk 
118 1 Bulk 
120 1 Bulk 
124 1 Bulk 
126 1 Bulk 
128 1 Bulk 
130 1 Bulk 
132 1 Bulk 
134 1 Bulk 
137 1 Bulk 
143 1 Bulk 
145 1 Bulk 
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146 1 Bulk from Section A 
146 1 Bulk from Section B 
148 1 Bulk 
150 1 Bulk 
152 1 Bulk 
154 1 Bulk 
156 1 Bulk 
158 2 Bulk 
162 1 Bulk 
164 1 Bulk 
167 1 Bulk 
170 1 Bulk 
172 1 Bulk 
173 1 Section C? 
173 1 Check this sample 
173 A 1 Bulk sample from occupation deposit within souterrain-

based on spatial distribution across surface 
173 B 1 Bulk sample from occupation deposit within souterrain-

based on spatial distribution across surface 
173 C 1 Bulk sample from occupation deposit within souterrain-

based on spatial distribution across surface 
173 D 1 Bulk sample from occupation deposit within souterrain-

based on spatial distribution across surface 
173 E 1 Bulk sample from occupation deposit within souterrain-

based on spatial distribution across surface 
173 F 1 Bulk sample from occupation deposit within souterrain-

based on spatial distribution across surface 
173 G 1 Bulk sample from occupation deposit within souterrain-

based on spatial distribution across surface 
173 H 1 Bulk sample from occupation deposit within souterrain-

based on spatial distribution across surface 
173 I 1 Bulk sample from occupation deposit within souterrain-

based on spatial distribution across surface 
173 J 1 Bulk sample from occupation deposit within souterrain-

based on spatial distribution across surface 
173 K 1 Bulk sample from occupation deposit within souterrain-

based on spatial distribution across surface 
173 L 1 Bulk sample from occupation deposit within souterrain-

based on spatial distribution across surface 
173 M 1 Bulk sample from occupation deposit within souterrain-

based on spatial distribution across surface 
173 N 1 Bulk sample from occupation deposit within souterrain-

based on spatial distribution across surface 
173 O 1 Bulk sample from occupation deposit within souterrain-

based on spatial distribution across surface 
173 P 1 Bulk sample from occupation deposit within souterrain-

based on spatial distribution across surface 
173 Q 1 Bulk sample from occupation deposit within souterrain-

based on spatial distribution across surface 
173 R 1 Bulk sample from occupation deposit within souterrain-

based on spatial distribution across surface 
173 S 1 Bulk sample from occupation deposit within souterrain-
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based on spatial distribution across surface 
173 T 1 Bulk sample from occupation deposit within souterrain-

based on spatial distribution across surface 
176 1 Bulk 
182 1 Bulk 
183 1 Bulk 
185 1 Bulk 
186 1 Bulk 
188 1 Bulk 
190 1 Bulk 
197 1 Bulk 
199 1 Bulk 
201 1 Bulk 
209 1 Bulk 
211 1 Bulk 
214 2 Bulk 
217 1 Bulk 
220 1 Bulk 
222 1 Bulk 
224 1 Bulk 
226 1 Bulk 
228 1 Bulk 
229 1 Bulk 
230 1 Bulk 
 

APPENDIX 4  

Routine/Pollen Sample Record 

Context Description 
100 Topsoil 
104 Natural 
108 
(S1) 

Charcoal rich sample 

108 
(S2) 

Charcoal rich sample 

112 Charcoal rich sample 
173 A Pollen sample taken from occupation layer souterrain 
173 B Pollen sample taken from occupation layer souterrain 
173 C Pollen sample taken from occupation layer souterrain 
173 D Pollen sample taken from occupation layer souterrain 
173 E Pollen sample taken from occupation layer souterrain 
173 F Pollen sample taken from occupation layer souterrain 
173 G Pollen sample taken from occupation layer souterrain 
173 H Pollen sample taken from occupation layer souterrain 
173 I Pollen sample taken from occupation layer souterrain 
173 J Pollen sample taken from occupation layer souterrain 
173 K Pollen sample taken from occupation layer souterrain 
173 L Pollen sample taken from occupation layer souterrain 
173 M Pollen sample taken from occupation layer souterrain 
173 N Pollen sample taken from occupation layer souterrain 
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173 O Pollen sample taken from occupation layer souterrain 
173 P Pollen sample taken from occupation layer souterrain 
173 Q Pollen sample taken from occupation layer souterrain 
173 R Pollen sample taken from occupation layer souterrain 
173 S Pollen sample taken from occupation layer souterrain 
173 T Pollen sample taken from occupation layer souterrain 
 

APPENDIX 5  

Special Sample Record 

Context Column Description 
107/180 C1 Column encompassing possible section collapse and post-

pipe?  
183/182 C2 Column taken between two contexts 
182 C3 Column taken between two bands in a context 
182/173 C4 Column taken between two contexts 
 

APPENDIX 6 

Small Finds Register 

Small 
Find 

Context Description 

001 150 A single piece of slag, from isolated pit 
002 156 A single piece of slag from post-hole within St [166] 
003 162 A single piece of slag from a post-hole within St [166] 
004 162 A single piece of pot from a post-hole within St [166] 
005 165 Three fragments of a possible rotary quern from a post-hole 

within St [166] 
006 154 A single piece of slag from an isolated pit 
007 130 A piece of iron from a pit within possible structure, St [136] 
008 118 A single piece of slag from within possible structure, St 

[136] 
009 126 A single piece of slag from within possible structure, St 

[136] 
010 107 Broken whetstone recovered from eastern end of the 

souterrain 
011 107 Whetstone recovered from western end of souterrain 
012 107 Possible lamp recovered from souterrain 
108 172 A single piece of slag recovered from souterrain 
109 152 Slag recovered from the kiln feature 
110 170 Slag 
111 158 Slag recovered from the kiln feature 
112 107 Saddle quern recovered from souterrain 
113 107 Slag recovered from souterrain 
114 199 Slag recovered from post-hole within St [140] 
115 197 Slag recovered from post-hole within St [140] 
116 209 Slag recovered from large pit adjacent to St [140] 
117 209 Quern recovered from large pit adjacent to St [140] 
118 107 Worked piece of bone recovered from souterrain 
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119 201 Flint scraper recovered from isolated feature 
120 158 Slag recovered from kiln feature 
121 160 Structure material recovered from kiln feature 
122 159 Furnace walls recovered from kiln feature 
123 215 Slag recovered from kiln feature 
124 214 Slag recovered from kiln feature 
125 220 Slag recovered from post-hole within St [231] 
126 226 Slag recovered from post-hole within St [231] 
127 127 Burnt bone 
128 U/S Slag 
129 108 Bone/tile counter? 

 

APPENDIX 7 

Drawing Register 

Drawing 
Number 

Scale Description 

1 1:50 Plan of Feature [101] 
2 1:10 East-facing section through Feature [101] 
3 1:50 South-facing section through Feature [101] 
4 1:10 West-facing section through Souterrain [106], Section B 
5 1:10 West-facing section through Souterrain [106], Section A 
6 1:50 Plan of Souterrain [106] 
7 1:10 West-facing section through Souterrain [106], Section C 
8 1:10 North-facing section through Souterrain [106], Section A 
9 1:10 East-facing elevation through Souterrain, [106], Section A 
10 1:10 West-facing elevation through Souterrain [106], Section A 
11 1:10 North-facing section through Souterrain [106], Section A 
12 1:10 West-facing section through Furnace cut [157] 
13 1:10 North-facing section through Furnace cut [157] 
14 1:20 Plan of Furnace cut [157] 
15 1:10 West-facing section through Post-hole [164], St [166] 
16 1:10 West-facing section through Post-hole [167], St [166] 
17 1:50 Plan of Structure [136] 
18 1:10 South-facing section through cut [142] 
19 1:10 North-facing section through cut [149] 
20 1:20 Plan of cut [149] 
21 1:20 Plan of Post-hole [161], St [166] 
22 1:10 West facing section through cut [153] 
23 1:50 Plan of cut [153] 
24 1:10 SE-facing section through Ring-ditch [141], Section A 
25 1:10 NE-facing section through Ring-ditch [141], Section B 
26 1:10 West-facing section through cut [151] 
27 1:20 Plan of cut [151] 
28 1:10 South-facing section through Post-hole [161] 
29 1:10 West-facing section through Post-hole [155] 
30 1:20 Plan of Post-hole [155] 
31 1:10 West-facing section through Post-hole [169] 
32 1:10 West-facing section through Post-hole [171] 
33 1:20 Plan of cut [169] 
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34 1:20 Plan of cut [171] 
35 1:10 South-facing section through cut [115] 
36 1:10 South-facing section through cut [113] 
37 1:10 South-facing section through cut [119] 
38 1:10 South-facing section through cut [125] 
39 1:10 South-facing section through cut [117] 
40 1:10 South-facing section through cut [123] 
41 1:10 South-facing section through cut [127] 
42 1:10 South-facing section through cut [129] 
43 1:10 South-facing section through [133] 
44 1:10 South-facing section through [131] 
45 1:50 Plan of Structure [140] 
46 1:50 Plan of Souterrain [106], post-excavation 
47 1:10 South-facing section through cut [201] 
48 1:20 Plan of cut [200] 
49 1:20 Plan of Furnace [157], post-excavation 
50 1:10 South-facing section through [212] 
51 1:20 Plan of feature [212], post-excavation 
52 1:10 Profile through Souterrain entrance 
53 1:10 East-facing profile through Souterrain 
54 1:10 Section through Post-hole [221] 
55 1:10 South-facing section through Post-hole [225] 
56 1:10 South-facing section through Post-hole [227] 
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APPENDIX 8 

Discovery and Excavation in Scotland Report 

LOCAL AUTHORITY: Moray Council 
PROJECT TITLE/SITE NAME Grantown Road, R2, Forres Excavation 
PROJECT CODE: AOC 20713 
PARISH:  Forres 
NAME OF CONTRIBUTOR:  Martin Cook 
NAME OF ORGANISATION:  AOC Archaeology Group 
TYPE(S) OF PROJECT: Archaeological Excavation 

NMRS NO(S) None 

SITE/MONUMENT TYPE(S):  Cropmarks 
SIGNIFICANT FINDS:  None 
NGR (2 letters, 6 figures) NJ 0263 5740 
START DATE (this season) 28th April 2008 
END DATE (this season) 28th May 2008 
PREVIOUS WORK (incl. DES 
ref.) 

Cook, M 2008 (DES 2007 forthcoming) 

MAIN (NARRATIVE) 
DESCRIPTION:  
(May include information from 
other fields) 
 

Following an evaluation in September 2007, this excavation of a 
greenfield site at Grantown Road R2, Forres, Moray unearthed later 
prehistoric settlement features comprising a  souterrain, a ring-ditch, two 
four poster structures, a circular structure and two furnaces. Artefacts 
recovered from the excavation include a Neolithic ceramic vessel, two 
whetstones, fragments of two rotary querns, a saddle quern, two pieces 
of worked bone and a huge amount of slag type material. 
 

PROPOSED FUTURE WORK:  Post-Excavation analyses and publication 
CAPTION(S) FOR ILLUSTRS: -- 
SPONSOR OR FUNDING 
BODY:  

Springfield Properties PLC 

ADDRESS OF MAIN 
CONTRIBUTOR:  

Edgefield Road Industrial Estate, Loanhead, Midlothian, EH20 9SY 

EMAIL ADDRESS: admin@aocscot.co.uk 
ARCHIVE LOCATION 
(intended/deposited) 

Archive to be deposited in NMRS 
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