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SUMMARY

Headland Archaeology Ltd was commissioned by Derek Carter Associates to undertake archaeological work in connection with a programme of works in the Lodge Grounds, North Berwick.  This work was requested by the East Lothian Council Heritage Officer prior to the restoration of the Lodge Grounds. It comprised an archaeological survey recording the southern boundary wall of St Andrew’s kirkyard and the entrance walls of a tunnel structure located to the east of the kirkyard. A second phase of works consisted of a watching brief during groundworks in the kirkyard.
This document report on the results of a third phase of work that involved a watching brief during the excavation of drainage trenches and a soakaway pit some 120 m to the east of the remains of St Andrew’s church. No archaeological features were uncovered. 
INTRODUCTION
Derek Carter Associates commissioned Headland Archaeology Ltd to undertake a programme of archaeological work within the Lodge Grounds, North Berwick, to satisfy a planning condition set by East Lothian Council.  The initial archaeological work comprised a survey by rectified photography of the south wall of St Andrew’s kirkyard and the entrance walls of a tunnel structure to the east of the kirkyard, prior to the restoration of the walls. A second phase of work involved a watching brief during the excavation of two foundation trenches along the kirkyard wall. A third phase of work, the subject of this report, comprised a watching brief during the excavation of drainage trenches and a soakaway pit some 120 m to the east of the remains of St Andrew’s church.
The Lodge grounds are located within the medieval burgh of North Berwick and lie adjacent to St Andrew’s Kirk (Figure 1).  The restoration of these walls forms part of a larger restoration project for the Lodge grounds.  A method statement was produced prior to the undertaking of this survey and was based on a Project Outline prepared by East Lothian Council’s Heritage Officer.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The North Berwick Lodge Grounds are the remains of an early Victorian parkland which was attached to the gardens of the 18th century lodge.  A complex of linked buildings located within the grounds include the late 18th century Lodge, an early/mid 18th century Wall Tower and a 18th century dovecot.  An undated stone tunnel running north-south leads into the Lodge grounds from the north.

Aims and objectives

The objective of the archaeological work was to monitor the excavation of drainage trenches and a soakaway pit as part of the restoration work. 
Methods

The watching brief methodology was designed to provide information on any previously unrecorded features of archaeological interest in a relatively unobtrusive manner and consequently not involve major interruption to the work programme. The excavation of the drainage trenches and the soakaway pit were undertaken by a team of construction workers under the direct supervision of an archaeologist. The deposit sequence of each trench was recorded following standard Headland procedures. Digital photographs were taken of the excavated trenches.

Results
In total four short trenches and one square soakaway pit were excavated by hand, along and around the paths to the southeast of the Lodge (Figure 1, Plate 1). 
Trench 1

Trench 1 ran along the northwest side of a tarred path leading down to the lodge. It was 17 m long, 0.2 to 0.3 m wide and up to 0.55 m deep. The trench was cut into the edge of a flower bed that ran along this side of the path. The upper 0.3 m comprised grey brown topsoil, with a slightly darker brown silt soil towards the bottom of the trench. No structures or significant finds were found within this trench.
Trench 2
Trench 2 ran straight from the east side of the path directly opposite the north end of Trench 1 to the northwest corner of the soakaway pit. It was 4 m long, 0.2 m wide and 0.4 to 0.6 m deep. It was cut through the lawn to the east of the path. Below the turf was a fairly uniform deposit of brown silty soil. No structures or significant finds were found within the trench.
Trench 3
Trench 3 ran in a straight line from the northeast corner of the soakaway pit to the south side of a path that ran due east towards the site of the former aviary. The trench was 8.5 m long, 0.2 m wide, 0.5 m deep and cut through turf. Below the turf was the same uniform deposit of brown silty soil that was seen in Trench 2. No structures or significant finds were found within the trench.
Trench 4
Trench 4 ran towards north in a curving line from the north side of a path up against the stone perimeter wall that enclosed the Lodge grounds. The trench was 11 m long, 0.2 m wide and 0.5 m deep. The south end of the trench was cut through turf while the north end was cut through a wide flower bed up against the boundary wall. Below the upper 0.25 m of turf and topsoil was a deposit of brown sandy silt that contained occasional small stones and oyster shells. 
Soakaway pit
The soakaway pit was located between the south ends of Trenches 2 and 3. It was square in plan and measured 1.5 by 1.5 m. The pit was cut into slightly sloping ground and was up to 1.4 m deep. The pit was cut into surprisingly uniform deposits (Plate 2):

0 – 0.15 m
Turf and topsoil
0.15 - 0.9 m  
Light brown uniform sandy soil with occasionally small lumps of mortar, specs of coal, occasional oyster shells and rare animal bones. The deposit contained sherds of 15th to 17th century ceramics (see below). 
0.9 – 1.4 m
Slightly lighter sandy soil. Is stonier and contains larger lumps of mortar that the overlying deposits.

No structures were found within the pit.
The artefacts (Table 1)

 Julie Franklin

The finds were all found in a soil deposit within the hole cut for a soakaway pit.  But for an apparently residual sherd of locally made late medieval pottery, the finds are all of probable 17th century date and are all imported from Northern Europe.  They include two sherds of tin-glazed earthenware probably from two different plates, both decorated in blue, probably of Low Countries origin; a base sherd from a redware cup, probably also from the Low Countries; and a small sherd of a stoneware jug, of the type produced in Frechen, in present day Germany.  

The proportion of imported as opposed to local pottery is striking.  Imported pottery from Northern Europe is commonly found in East Coast Scotland during the late medieval and early post-medieval periods, but rarely if ever does it out number local wares in an assemblage.  North Berwick’s Dutch trading links are well known.  Though pottery was not found in enough quantities to be statistically valid, when taken in conjunction with finds of 15th century stoneware from an earlier area of the site, a rather unusual picture begins to emerge.

	Material
	Qty
	Description
	Spot Date

	Pottery
	2
	Tin-Glazed Earthenware, two ?diff plate sherds, decorated in blue, the largest with a stylised ?flower and row of dots
	17th?

	Pottery
	1
	Rhenish Stoneware, tiger glazed fragment, probably Frechen
	L.16th/17th

	Pottery
	1
	Low Countries Redware, small flat ?cup base, glossy orange-brown glaze both sides, crazed on exterior
	16th/17th

	Pottery
	1
	Late Medieval Whiteware, abraded, grey, olive glazed
	15th


Table 1: The artefacts

DISCUSSION

The deposits uncovered during the watching brief were very uniform. This could be expected in the fairly shallow drainage trenches, but the soakaway pit was almost 1.5 m deep and at this depth one would expect to come across subsoil. However the evidence from the pit indicated that there is considerable depth of either hill wash or deliberately made ground in this area. 

The pit is situated at the foot of a steep terrace and it is possible that cultivation of the area upslope would generate a considerable amount of hill wash. Another reason for the deep topsoil could be that the area within the Lodge grounds that has been subjected to considerable landscaping in the past. It is therefore possible that the deep deposits of topsoil have been deposited as part of a designed parkland. The pottery retrieved indicates that this took place after the 17th century. It also confirms North Berwick’s North Sea trading links with the Low Countries during the 16th and 17th centuries.
No archaeological features were discovered.
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	General view of the area seen from the east (Plate 1)
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	General view of the area seen from the east-southeast
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	Southwest end of Trench 1
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	Northeast end of Trench 1
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	Trench 2 from the northwest
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	Trench 2 , detail of uniform fill
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	Soakaway pit. North facing section (Plate 2)
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	Soakaway pit. West facing section
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	Trench 3 from the northeast
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	Trench 3 , detail of low wall foundations
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	Southwest end of Trench 4
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	North end of Trench 1
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