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SUMMARY 

Headland Archaeology undertook a photographic survey on two sites, Danestone Policy 
Wall (Site D1) and Grandholm Canalised Water Course (Site A25), as part of a 
programme of archaeological non-invasive investigations to facilitate the construction of 
the Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route and associated schemes. The Historic Building 
Recording of an additional site, Grandholm Mill Lades (Site A26) was not possible to 
complete due to health & safety concerns. 

The photographic survey found Danestone Policy Wall (Site D1), associated with 
Danestone House (Site L2), to be in good condition and standing to a height of up to 
2.4m on its west side and 1m on the east side where the ground level was considerably 
higher. The wall was up to 0.4m in width and formed of slaister-pointed random field 
rubble, with a coping course of medium sized stone (c. 0.25m high), many of which are 
set on their edges.  

   

The photographic survey of Grandholm Canalised Watercourse (Site A25) revealed the 
feature to be a canalised stream with a width of 1.22m and an internal height of 1.26m 
running from the south-east corner of the grounds of Danestone House (Site L2). It is 
formed by a granite drystone dyke on the north side which was partially revetted into the 
ground and a cement bonded granite wall on the south. The walls are 0.3m thick with 
rough, single width granite coping at the top. Partial collapse of the south wall was 
present measuring c. 3m in length. It was not possible to determine if a c. 5m gap in the 
wall was a later addition or part of the original wall. 
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1 Introduction 

1.1 General 

1.1.1 This document is submitted as the report on a photographic survey of two sites on the 
proposed route of the Access from the North Proposal (The Third Don Crossing). The 
photographic survey is part of a programme of archaeological non-invasive 
investigations to facilitate the construction of the Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route 
and associated schemes (AWPR package). The work was undertaken in accordance 
with a specification prepared by Jacobs UK Ltd within the Invitation to Tender (ITT) 
(Aberdeen City Council 2012) and a Written Scheme of Investigations prepared by 
Headland Archaeology (2012) and agreed with Dr Judith Stones, Lead Curator, Local 
History and Archaeology, Aberdeen City Council. 

1.1.2 The Access from the North Proposal (The Third Don Crossing) is a 2.4km long single 
carriageway road that connects the A90(T) Parkway with St Machar Drive (Illus 1). The 
scheme crosses the River Don at its mid-point and to the north of the river it will be 
primarily built on existing amenity land as a new road. To the south of the river the road 
generally follows the existing line of Gordon's Mills Road, Tillydrone Road and Tillydrone 
Avenue with some re-alignment along this length. 

1.1.3 The Employer is the AWPR Managing Agent, administrator of the Commission on behalf 
of Aberdeen City Council (ACC) and its funding partners. The Consultant is Adam 
Brossler of Jacobs UK Ltd. The Contractor is Headland Archaeology (UK) Ltd, the 
archaeological organisation appointed by AWPR Managing Agent to carry out the work 
reported here. The Curator is Dr Judith Stones, Lead Curator, Local History and 
Archaeology, Aberdeen City Council. 

1.1.4 On the 4th September 2012 Headland Archaeology undertook a photographic survey of 
Sites A25 (Grandholm Canalised Water Course) and D1 (Danestone Policy Wall) and 
historic building survey of Site A26 (Grandholm Mill Lades) on the Access from the North 
Proposal (The Third Don Crossing). This project was managed by Russel Coleman 
(Contract Manager) and Sorina Spanou (Project Manager). Fieldwork and reporting for 
this survey was undertaken by Ross Murray.  

1.2 Background to the Project – Access from the North Proposal (The 
Third Don Crossing)  

1.2.1 Desk-based research and site inspection undertaken to inform preparation of the cultural 
heritage chapter of the Environmental Statement (ES) identified a total of 92 sites of 
cultural heritage significance along or close to the route (Aecom 2006). Chapter 5 
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(Cultural Heritage) of the ES for the scheme recommends measures to be undertaken to 
evaluate or mitigate potential impacts of the scheme on the cultural heritage resource. 
These recommendations include a staged programme of non-invasive and invasive 
archaeological evaluation followed by archaeological mitigation.  

1.2.2 Based on the requirements of the ES and the results of consultation with Dr Judith 
Stones, Lead Curator, Local History and Archaeology for ACC the following non-invasive 
archaeological investigations are required: 

• historic building recording; 

• photographic survey; 

• topographic survey, and 

• geophysical survey. 

1.3 Aims and Objectives  

1.3.1 The general aim of the archaeological non-invasive investigations, including the building 
recording survey is to identify the extent and character of known and unknown 
archaeological remains in order to enable a programme of mitigation to be designed. 
More specific aims and objectives are as follows:  

• to identify, investigate and record any such archaeological remains to the 
extent possible by the methods put forward in the ITT Specification;  

• to disseminate the results through deposition of an ordered archive and a 
detailed report at the National Monuments Record of Scotland (NMRS); 

• publication at a level of detail appropriate to the significance of the results. 

1.3.2 The results of the non-invasive investigations will enable a more accurate assessment of 
the potential impact of the scheme on archaeological remains and the design of any 
further evaluation works and an appropriate programme of mitigation works (if 
necessary). Such works will form part of a separate contract. 

1.4 Site Locations and Descriptions (Illus 1) 

1.4.1 Danestone Policy Wall (Site D1), associated with Danestone House (Site L2), is located 
at NGR NJ 9258 0980 (Illus 2; Photos 1-4) and is flanked to the west by a strip of mature 
woodland and to the east by a modern housing development, associated landscaping 
and car parks. To the north the wall has collapsed and stands c. 1m high, and has been 
replaced as a boundary feature by a high wire fence. A 28m length of the Policy Wall will 
be removed by the proposed road scheme. 
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1.4.2 Grandholm Canalised Water Course (Site A25) is located at NGR NJ 9261 0970 – 9297 
0966 (Illus 3; Photos 5-10) and runs from the south-east corner of the former grounds of 
Danestone House (Site L2), between the former mound (Site A4) and Grandholm Mill 
(Site A26); terminating to the south-east at the base of a brae. A c.100m length of the 
watercourse will be affected by the proposed road scheme. 

1.4.3 Grandholm Mill Lades (Site A26) are located at NJ 926 096 (Illus 3; Photos 11-14). The 
proposed route crosses the main mill lade issuing from Grandholm Mill at the point 
where it is joined from the north by a second sluice or lade, also issuing from the mill 
complex. The main lade is several metres wide and still contains water. The subsidiary 
lade joined from the north is dry, grass-covered and slopes down regularly from west to 
east towards the main lade. It is uncertain whether or not the subsidiary lade has been 
partly filled in at some stage subsequent to its disuse. The north sides of the main and 
subsidiary lades are defined by a continuous retaining wall, standing up to 3m high 
beside the main lade but reducing in height and petering out as it runs west up the 
subsidiary lade. The south side of the subsidiary lade is defined by a steep bank, as is 
the south side of the main lade. To the west of the point where the subsidiary lade and 
the main lade converge, the north side of the main lade is defined by a retaining wall that 
reduces in height where it crosses the inflow point from the subsidiary lade. A c.100m 
length of the mill lades will be affected by the proposed road scheme (Photos 5-10). 

1.4.4 Due to health and safety considerations the historic building recording survey to English 
Heritage (2006) Level 2 standard of Grandholm Mill Lades (Site A26; Illus 3) was not 
possible. The site was partly inaccessible as it was overgrown and only accessible down 
a steep slope. A limited photographic survey and visual inspection from the north side 
was carried out (Photos 11-14). 

  

1.5 General Archaeological Background 

1.5.1 The area within which the Third Don Crossing corridor lies grew up around industrial 
developments along the River Don from the 18th century onwards and became formally 
part of Aberdeen in the 19th century. It is not far from the medieval settlement of Old 
Aberdeen, which grew up around the Cathedral of St Machar, and later King's College, 
and became a burgh in the 15th century. Old Aberdeen was joined to the 
adjacent larger and economically much more significant Royal Burgh of Aberdeen in the 
19th century. Aberdeen and old Aberdeen both have valuable townscape qualities, while 
Aberdeen in particular has medieval archaeological deposits of international importance. 

. 

1.5.2 Listed buildings within the study area are of 17th to 19th century date and include the 
three-storey towerhouse of Benholms Lodgings (Site L8) and the Seaton Park Boundary 
Wall (Site L9). 
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1.5.3 Post medieval sites within the study area are characterised principally by the presence 
of industrial and domestic buildings. 

1.5.4 Residential buildings of 19th century and earlier date are shown on historic maps to 
have been present along Gordon’s Mill Road, Hayton Road and Tillydrone Road, some 
of which survive today (Sites B6 and B18). The former location of cottages and workers’ 
houses has also been identified at a number of sites within the study area (Sites A1, A5 
and A6). 

1.5.5 To the north of the River Don are the house and policies of Danestone House (Category 
B Listed, Site L2). The policies are shown on historic mapping from the early 19th 
century which depicts parkland, plantations, and woodland belt with walks. Modern 
residential redevelopment now covers the core of the policies and surrounds the listed 
building, however a small number of historic features survive, including an early 18th 
century walled garden (Category B Listed, Site L1), parts of the policy wall (Site D1), and 
a canalised watercourse (Site A25), and there is potential for archaeological remains 
associated with demolished structures also to survive (Site A23). 

1.5.6 Modern residential development includes the Tillydrone Hayton Development of high-
rise flats (Site B3) which has been identified by NMRS as a site of architectural interest. 

1.5.7 Two mill sites are present within the study area. Located to the north of the River Don, 
Grandholm Mills (Site A26) was established in the 1790s for textile manufacture. Now 
largely demolished, the main building (Site L5) and the mill lade now survive (Site A26). 
A textile mill in known to have been present on the site of Gordon’s Mill (Site A8) from 
the at least the mid-17th century. Historic Ordnance Survey maps from the 19th century 
reveal a substantial complex of buildings, flanked by a carpet mill and corn mill. The site 
remained in use until 1990. The mill buildings have been largely demolished, with the 
exception of Don Cottage (Category B Listed, Site L6), part of a boundary wall and a 
cottage (Sites B15 and B16).  

1.5.8 Other industrial sites include Cruives (Site A29), an enclosure possibly formerly 
associated with a salmon curing station.  

1.5.9 Other sites within the study area include the reputed site of a boundary stone (Site A3) 
and the former site of boat house identified from historic maps (Site A28). 

1.5.10  Previously identified archaeological sites and findings along and in the vicinity of the 
route are indicated on Illus 1, based on drawing number B1033200/CD/3000/CH021 (as 
supplied by the Consultant). 
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1.6 Historical Background (Sites D1 and A25) 

1.6.1 Danestone Policy Wall (Site D1) is associated with Danestone House (Site L2). 
Danestone House (Category B Listed) was constructed some time around 1870 for 
Captain Henry Chetwyn R.N but may have replaced or incorporated an older structure 
(Holden 2012). The house and policies of Danestone House are depicted on the 
Ordnance Survey map of 1869 (Aberdeenshire, LXXV.2; Illus 4). This map shows 
Danestone House (Site L2) set within a landscape of parkland and woodland belts 
including walks. The outline of the policies is also depicted in schematic form on 
Robertson’s map of 1822 (Illus 5), although the overall shape of the policies is 
recognisable as that mapped in 1869. The periphery of the policies where crossed by 
the proposed route is defined by a woodland strip of mature trees and the external policy 
wall (Site D1).  

1.6.2 Grandholm Canalised Watercourse (Site A25) is depicted on the Ordnance Survey map 
edition of 1869 (Aberdeenshire, LXXV.2: Illus 4) as a length of watercourse running from 
the south-east corner of the grounds of Danestone House (Site L2), between the former 
mound (Site A4) and Grandholm Mill (Site A26), and terminating to the south-east at the 
base of a brae. The feature is shown on the 1901 and 1926 editions of the same map.  
According to the cartographic evidence the feature also ran downhill immediately inside 
the Danestone policy wall (Site D1), before turning east to follow the course depicted on 
the 1869 Ordnance Survey map (Aberdeenshire, LXXV.2: Illus 4). Grandholm Canalised 
Watercourse may have been part of the designed landscape associated with the policies 
of Danestone House, though the reasons why it continues outwith the policies are not 
known.  

2 Survey Procedure and Methodology 

2.1 Photographic surveys of Danestone Policy Wall (Site D1) and Grandholm Canalised 
Watercourse (Site A25) were prepared in accordance with the guidance provided in 
Understanding Historic Buildings – A guide to good recording practice (English Heritage 
2006). English Heritage’s Understanding Historic Buildings: A guide to good recording 
practice (2006, 14) states: “A photographic survey differs from other surveys in that it 
provides a very full visual record, accompanied by a brief written account, but without an 
analytical or drawn survey at a comparable level of detail. A comprehensive 
photographic survey may be appropriate for a building which has complex and important 
decoration or historic furnishing but which is under no threat, and for which there is no 
immediate need for detailed analysis. It may also be appropriate for a building of a well-
known type which is under threat but for which existing documentation is in other 
respects adequate”. 

2.2 Photographic recording was undertaken in order to record those parts of the sites which 
will be disturbed by the construction works. A full photographic record was made of the 
sites using a 35 mm analogue Single Lens Reflex camera for the production of black-
and-white photographs, and a high resolution digital camera for the production of colour 
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images. The resultant negatives and prints from the film-type camera provide a longer 
lasting and a more stable photographic output for archival purposes. 

2.3 Digital images are supplied in a suitable digital format for long-term storage and 
accessibility, e.g. uncompressed TIFF format. A full selection of digital images was 
provided in hard copy as part of the project archive. 

2.4 The photographic record included black and white prints and digital photographs 
showing: 

• general views of the site in its setting; 

• the external appearance of the site, including oblique and parallel shots;  

• any structural or decorative detail relevant to the site’s design, development 
or use which did not show up adequately on general photographs. 

2.5 Plans showing the location and direction of all photographs and a full photographic index 
were also provided.  

2.6  All field records and other products of the work were archived with the National 
Monuments Record of Scotland (NMRS) and the Royal Commission on the Ancient and 
Historical Monuments of Scotland (RCAHMS), following and adhering to its standards 
and guidance for project archiving (RCAHMS 1996b, 1996a).  

3 Results 

3.1 Findings are described from north to south along the surveyed sections of the route with 
site numbers being referred to as and when relevant (Illus 1).  Locations of photographs 
can be found in Appendix 2. 

3.2 Along the length covered in the photographic survey the Danestone Policy Wall (Site D1: 
Illus 2) stands to a height of 2.4m on its west side with a thickness of up to 0.4m and to a 
height of  c. 1m to the east where the ground level is considerably higher. The wall is 
constructed with a slight batter of medium sized rubble, which was in all probability 
collected from the surrounding fields. The finish is known locally as slaister pointing 
where the mortar is applied flush and part smeared onto surrounding stone faces (Pride 
1996). The coping course (c. 0.25 m high) is formed of medium sided rubble, often edge-
set and also slaister pointed. The mortar itself appears to be a gritty, cement-based mix. 
Where the proposed route crosses the wall, it has been maintained in good condition, 
although there is an area of recent collapse in the lower part of the wall measuring c. 2m 
across by c.1.5m high (Photos 1-4).  A small stream runs at the base of the wall on the 
east side. 
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3.3 The photographic survey of Grandholm Canalised Watercourse (Site A25; Illus 3) 
revealed the feature to be a canalised stream. At the area where the proposed road 
route crosses the site the watercourse is 1.22m wide and 1.26m high internally and is 
formed by a granite drystone dyke on the north side which was partially revetted into the 
ground and a cement bonded granite wall on the south. The walls are 0.3m thick with 
rough single width granite coping at the top (Photos 5-10). Partial collapse of the south 
wall was present measuring c. 3m in length. It was not possible to determine if a c. 5m 
gap in the wall (Photo 10) was a later addition or part of the original wall. The function of 
canalised watercourse is not immediately obvious. It may relate to the small stream that 
runs along Danestone Policy Wall (Site D1) and was constructed to channel or divert this 
watercourse for small scale industrial or agricultural purposes. Of note is that it runs 
parallel to the much larger Grandholm Mill Lades (Site A26) suggesting it is an earlier 
lade that was superseded. 

3.4 Though it was not possible to undertake the Historic Building Recording of Grandholm 
Mill Lades (Site A26) a limited photographic survey and visual inspection from the north 
side was carried out (Photo 11-14). This did not add any additional information not 
contained in the site description (section 1.4.3) which is based on information contained 
in the ES (Aecom 2006). 

4 Conclusion 

4.1 The photographic survey of the affected area of Danestone Policy Wall (Site D1) showed 
it to be in good condition with the later cement pointing being the only modification 
visible from the original construction. 

4.2 The survey of the affected area of Grandholm Canalised Watercourse (Site A26) also 
showed it to be in good condition apart from one area of collapse with a possible original 
gap in the wall providing access to the watercourse. 
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6 Appendices  

6.1 Appendix 1 Photographic Register (B&W and digital photographs) 

Photo 
Number

Direction 
Facing 

Description 

1 SE Site D1- Danestone policy wall 

2 NE Site D1- Danestone policy wall 

3 E Site D1- Danestone policy wall 

4 NE Site D1- Danestone policy wall 

5 N Site A25- Grandholm Canalised Water Course 

6 NW Site A25- Grandholm Canalised Water Course 

7 E Site A25- Grandholm Canalised Water Course 

8 E Site A25- Grandholm Canalised Water Course 

9 N Site A25- Grandholm Canalised Water Course 

10 NE Site A25- Grandholm Canalised Water Course 

11 SW Site A26- Grandholm Mill Lade from northern bank 

12 SW Site A26- Grandholm Mill Lade from northern bank 

13 S Site A26- Grandholm Mill Lade from northern bank 

14 E Site A26- Grandholm Mill Lade from northern bank 
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6.2 Appendix 2: Illustrations  
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Photo 1
Site D1 – Danestone policy wall, facing south-east

Photo 2
Site D1 – Danestone policy wall, facing north-east
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Photo 3
Site D1 – Danestone policy wall, facing east

Photo 4
Site D1 – Danestone policy wall, facing north-east
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Photo 5
Site A25 – Grandholm Canalised Water Course, facing north

Photo 6
Site A25 – Grandholm Canalised Water Course, facing north-west
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Photo 7
Site A25 – Grandholm Canalised Water Course, facing east

Photo 8
Site A25 – Grandholm Canalised Water Course, facing east
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Photo 9
Site A25 – Grandholm Canalised Water Course, facing north

Photo 10
Site A25 – Grandholm Canalised Water Course, facing north-east
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Photo 11
Site A26 – Grandholm Mill Lade from northern bank, facing south-west

Photo 12
Site A26 – Grandholm Mill Lade from northern bank, facing south-west
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Photo 13
Site A26 – Grandholm Mill Lade from northern bank, facing south

Photo 14
Site A26 – Grandholm Mill Lade from northern bank, facing east
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