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THE LIQUID ROOM (FORMER ST JOHN'S 
CHURCH), 9 VICTORIA STREET, EDINBURGH 

WATCHING BRIEF 

Archaeological monitoring, excavation and recording were carried out during works within a garden 
behind The Liquid Room, a converted 19th century church at 9 Victoria Street. Two large medieval pits 
were revealed, both of which had been backfilled with soil incorporating domestic refuse, including 12th-
14th century pottery, and metalworking residues indicating that smithing was carried out in the vicinity. 
Similar material was recovered from a medieval buried soil adjacent to the pits. The boundary walls 
surrounding the garden contained features, such as blocked-up doors and windows, which show that 
they originally formed parts of several buildings that can be recognised on early maps, one of which was 
standing in 1765. 

1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Project background 

Archaeological monitoring was carried out by Headland 

Archaeology during redevelopment of a former garden to 
the rear of the Liquid Room (9 Victoria Street), Edinburgh 
on behalf of the owner, The Liquidroom Ltd. The Liquid 

Room is a converted church building (formerly St John's 
Church and Parish School, built 1838-40) and is a Category 
B Listed Building; and the site as a whole lies within a 

UNESCO World Heritage Site. Redevelopment of the 
garden to the south of the building involved reduction of 
the ground level to the same depth as the lower ground 

floor within the building, with a new door providing access 
at lower ground floor level. The redevelopment works 
included alterations to standing boundary walls and some 

recording of these was also undertaken. Archaeological 
work was carried out in accordance with a Written Scheme 
ofInvestigation prepared by Headland Archaeology Ltd and 

approved by the City of Edinburgh Archaeologist (Area to 
the rear of the Liquid Rooms - Fonner McConnachie's 

Close, Edinburgh. Written Scheme of Investigation for 

Archaeological Works, dated November 2009 amended 
June 2010). 

1.2 Archaeological background 

Excavations on Castle Rock have produced evidence for 
Bronze Age, Iron Age and early medieval occupation 

(Driscoll and Yeoman 1997, 220-229). More recent 

investigations in the Grassmarket (McMeekin 2009) 
have identified Bronze Age and early medieval features, 
indicating that the valley to the south of the High 1 
Street within which the Grassmarket and the Cowgate 
are aligned was also a focus of activity long before the 
establishment of the medieval burgh. 

More specifically the site lies within the core of medieval 
Edinburgh. While the street frontage on the High Street, 

approximately lOOm to the north, would have been the 
initial focus of development, excavations on the south

facing slope between the High Street and the Cowgate 

have consistently produced evidence for use of back lands, 
notably pits and deep soil deposits containing medieval 
refuse. By the 15th century at least, the street frontage of 

the Cowgate was already built up (Dalland forthcoming) 
and a market established in the Grassmarket. The 
probability of encountering medieval remains in this area 

was therefore high. 

Until the early 19th century High Street and the 

Grassmarket were connected by the West Bow, a 
famously steep and tortuous thoroughfare (Stevenson et 

al. 1981, 12). A series of narrow lanes ran from north to 

south between the east/west arm of the West Bow and 
the Cowgate. The site lies some distance to the rear of 
the fonner West Bow frontage, and can be approximately 

located on Edgar·s map of 1765 (Illm 2). At this date. 
most of the site appears to lie within an open space to the 
south of the buildings facing onto West Bow; however, 

the south-east corner is occupied by a building that blocks 
the north end ofPollock's Close. 
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The West Bow street frontage to the north of the site was 

comprehensively redeveloped in 1835-40, when Victoria 

Street was laid out, connecting the lower part of the West 

Bow to George IV Bridge. St John's Church (now the 

Liquid Room) was built as part of this development. The 

extent of the changes can be seen by comparing Edgar's 

map with the Ordnance Survey town plan of 1849-53 

(Illus 2). From this date onwards, the site is shown as an 

open area, probably a yard or garden, to the rear of St 

John's Church. 

1.3 Methodology 

Work began on site without the involvement of an 

archaeologist, and by the time the site was first visited on 4 

November 2009 a trench 5 x 7m wide and approximately 

4-5m deep had already been excavated immediately 

to the rear of the Liquid Room to gain access for the 

construction of the new door, and part of the wall on the 

east side of the garden (context 001) had been demolished. 

At this time a basic record (photographs and written 

325550 

672470+ 

325550 
672440 I 

-;-

010 

notes) was made of all the walls surrounding the site. 

Internal recording of the cellar of The Liquid Room and 

exposed deposits within it, was planned at an early stage 

in the project. It was delayed because of Health and Safety 

concerns and after the recall of Headland Archaeology 

to the site after a lengthy absence the works had been 

completed and the recording could not be undertaken. 

An archaeologist was present during further works in 

June/July 2010 when the excavation was extended to 

cover the area shown in Illus 3, and the boundary walls 

surrounding the site were demolished. Excavation of in 

situ soil deposits was carried out using a 360 0 mechanical 

excavator with a flat-bladed ditching bucket under 

continuous archaeological monitoring. 

All stratigraphic elements, including walls, cut features 

and deposits, were assigned individual context numbers 

and described on pro forma context sheets. Full 

descriptions of all contexts are included in Appendix 1. 
A digital survey of the site was produced using a Total 

Station linked to an on-site computer running AutoCAD 

w ell 
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IlIus 6 

Pit [018] (facing west) 

The fills of both pit [018] (contexts 017, 019, 022 and 
023) and pit [033] (fill 034) contained substantial pottery 
assemblages dated to the 12th-14th century, as well as 
small quantities of industrial residues (hammerscale 

and slag) resulting from ironworking. A considerable 
quantity of animal bone was also recovered, the majority 

of which derives from cattle, sheep and pigs as well as 
fish. A full report is included in Appendix 4. Most of 
the material is probably from food waste and represents 

a fairly typical medieval town assemblage. Similar finds 
and environmental remains were recovered from the soil 
layers cut by, and overlying, the pits (contexts 021, 024 

and 027). 

2.2 Post-medieval walls surrounding the 
site 

The presence of blocked up windows, 
doorways and other features in the 
walls surrounding the garden indicates 

that many of them formed part of 
buildings adjacent to the site that were 
later demolished. This is quite obvious 

in the case of walls [001] and [039] at 
the SE corner of site (Illus 3, 7 and 8) 
which appear to correspond to the SE 
corner of a building shown on Edgar's 

map of 1765, which had disappeared 
by the 1850s (lllus 2). The lintel of a 
blocked-up door or window can be 
seen half-buried towards the north 

end of the surviving part of wall [001], 

indicating that the floor level of this 
building was considerably lower than 
the ground surface existing at the time 

of excavation. A discontinuity in the 
coursing of the wall at a height of around 
lm may be indicative of a major rebuild, 

such as the raising of the roof. The top 
of both these walls sloped back at about 

30 degrees, a feature which seems likely to represent the 

remains of the roof rather than a secondary modification 
associated with their reuse as garden walls. 

Walls [035] and [036] (lllus 9 and 10), extending to the south 
of [039], correspond to the east and west sides respectively 
of Pollock's Close. Both were probably originally part 

of buildings that appear on Edgar's 1765 map, but were 
later demolished. Two blocked-up doorways in wall [035] 
would have provided access to the building to the east of 

the Close. Traces of a sloping roofline on the west face of 
wall [035] must relate to a single-storey building, probably 
no more than a shed, filling the north end of the Close 

on the 1849-53 town plan: this had been demolished by 
1876-7. Wall [037] appeared to be integral with [036] and 
presumably represents the north wall of the same building. 

A stone-built well [006] was identified below the corner of 
walls [036] and [039] (lllus 11 and 12): this was recorded in 
plan but could not be excavated as it was located at the base 

of a deep and unstable section. 

Wall [010] (lllus 13) represents the east wall of a building 
that first appears on the 1849-53 town plan, with a long 
narrow yard on its north side opening off Anderson's 

Close. The east and north walls of the yard are identified 
with walls [013] and [038] (lllus 14) respectively; these too 
clearly post-date the construction ofStJohn's Church. A 

window in wall [010], probably blocked at the time when 
the rest of the building was demolished, overlooked the 
yard to the east. A blocked-up doorway can also be seen in 5 
wall [013]. A more puzzling feature is the crudely blocked 
opening in the foundations of wall [010] near its south 
end: this may have provided access from the building to 

a small square outbuilding that appears on the 1849-53 
and 1876-77 town plans, but is not shown on the third 
edition dated 1893-94. 

IlIus 7 

Wall [001] (facing west) 
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Wall [037] (facing south) 

IlIus 14 
Wall [038] (facing south-east) 
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IlIus 12 

Close-up of well [006] (facing south) 

IlIus 13 

Walls [010] and [013] (facing west) 
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3. FINDS ASSESSMENT 

Julie Franklin 

3.1 Assemblage Summary 

The finds assemblage is small but is largely of medieval date. It 
consists of 156 sherds of pottery, 4 cor::per alloy finds, a clay pipe 

stem, 3 sherds of pan tile and 388g of ironworking waste. 

The finds evidence for medieval activity comes entirely 

from the pottery. A total of 139 sherds could be dated 
to the medieval period, these were mostly of the local 

White Gritty Ware, produced in Scotland from the 
12th to the 15th centuries (Jones et al. 2003). The 
proportion of jars as well as jugs represented suggests 

deposition did not continue past the 14th century asjars 

disappear from the White Gritty industry during the 
later medieval period (e.g. MacAskill 1985); no doubt 
due to the increased availability of cooking vessels. 

Other wares include several sherds representing vessels 

imported from Yorkshire (Farmer & Farmer 1982) and 

a handle sherd from a Saintonge mottled green-glazed 

jug (unfortunately residual in [025]; Haggarty 2006, 

File 3). 

Finds associated with this medieval pottery include a 

8 quantity of ironworking waste, particularly concentrated 

in pit [033] (247g). It is probable that this relates to medieval 

smithing in the vicinity. There were also some fragments 

of copper alloy sheet in pit [018] and the overlying layer 

[021]. These are of uncertain function. 

Later finds included several sherds of 16th and 17th 

century oxidised and reduced pottery, including the 

typical everted rimmed jars and jugs of the period (e.g. 
Franklin 1997; Caldwell & Dean 1992); and a clay pipe 
stem of similar date. These were found redeposited 

in a levelling deposit [025], associated with modern 

pottery. 

3.2 Discussion 

The medieval material was concentrated in two layers 

([021]/[027] and the underlying [024]) and two pits (cut 
[018], fills [017]/[019], [022]; cut [033], fill [034]) cut 
through the lower layer. The sherd size is relatively small 

with no joining sherds and thus the pottery probably 

represents re deposited midden material. The relatively 

small context assemblages and small sherd size means 

it was not possible to discern any differences in dating 

between the earliest and latest of these contexts, but 

it seems likely that the whole sequence of deposition 

occurred between the 12th and 14th centuries. 

3.3 Recommendations 

The assemblage confinns the area was occupied during 

the medieval period and provides dating evidence for 

the features discovered but it is not of sufficient size 

or quality to merit further study in its own right. The 

copper alloy finds are variable in terms of condition but 

none are actively corroding and as all are unidentifiable 

conservation work is not necessary. No further work is 

recommended for these finds. 

4. PALAEOENVIRONMENTAL 
SAMPLE ASSESSMENT REPORT 

Sarah-Jane Haston 

4.1 Introduction 

Eight samples were taken during the works and five were 

processed for palaeoenvironmental assessment. Samples 

were taken from contexts [017] (Sample 1) and [019] 
(Samples 2 and 8), the fills of a large oval pit [018], and 
from soil deposits [021] (Sample 5) and [023] (Sample 
3) nearby. The assessment aims to look at what the 

palaeoenvironmental potential of the material is and if 

there is evidence to suggest that the fills of the large pit 

are indicative of faecal material and if material present in 

the deposits is typical of the medieval town. 

4.2 Method 

Samples were processed in laboratory conditions using a 

standard floatation method (if. Kenward et a!. 1980). All 

plant macrofossil samples were analysed using a stereo

microscope at magnifications of xl0 and up to xl00 

where necessary to aid identification. 

4.3 Results 

The results of the sample processing are provided in the 

flot and retent tables included in Appendix 2. Suitable 

material for AMS dating is also identified within 

each table. All plant remains were preserved through 

charring. 

Plant remains 

Charred cereal grains were found in all of the samples 

processed with the exception of sample 1. Mostly these 

were small quantities of poorly preserved grains of oat 

(Avena sp.), hulled barley (Hordeum vu/gare-hulled) and 
club-bread wheat (Triticum aestivum-compactum). Oats and 

barley and to a lesser extent club-bread wheat were the 
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main cultivars during the medieval period and post

medieval periods in Scotland and are still cultivated 

in some areas today (Boyd 1988). Charcoal fragments 

were recovered in three of the samples processed (1, 3 

and 8) with only sample 1 found to contain fragments 

of a size and condition suitable for identification and/or 

Accelerated Mass Spectrometry (AMS) dating. 

Other finds 

Unburnt bone of mammal and fish was found in 

rare to abundant quantities in all of the samples, with 

samples 1, 3, 5 and 8 in particular found to contain large 

quantities. Burnt bone of mammal and fish appeared 

more sporadically, found in rare to common amounts in 

all the samples. Marine shell was found only in sample 3 

with oyster (Ostrea edulis) identified which is typical for 

medieval and post-medieval urban assemblages. Finds 

such as pottery sherds, daub and metallic objects were 

recovered along with occasional to abundant amounts 

of industrial waste including Fe (Iron) slag and magnetic 

residues (see Finds Assessment, above). Coal was recovered 

from three of the samples (1, 3 and 5) with samples 1 and 

5 in particular found to contain large quantities. The coal 

probably originated from hearth sweepings, which were 

incorporated into the sampled deposits. Evidence from 

other medieval settlements of this period, principally in 

Edinburgh and Leith indicate that at this time coal was 

probably the predominant fuel source over wood, due to 

the close proximity of the East Lothian coalfield. 

4.4 Discussion 

The two samples (03 and 05) taken from the spreads/ 

deposits (024 and 021) were found to contain a mix of 

charred cereal grain (oat, barley and bread wheat), both 

charred and uncharred mammal bone, fish bones, marine 

shell, charcoal and coal. Finds recovered from the samples 

and discussed above in the Finds Assessment included 

pottery dated between the 12th and 14th centuries, 

industrial waste and a fragment of Cu (copper alloy). The 

mixed assemblage represents domestic and industrial 

debris that has probably been dumped in the immediate 

vicinity and then trampled into the soil matrix that has 

built up over time. 

Samples 1, 2 and 8, taken from the fills (017 and 019) of 
the large oval pit 018, produced a mixed assemblage of 

both domestic and industrial debris. The domestic waste 

included pottery, both burnt and unburnt mammal and 

fish bone, coal , charcoal and a small amount of charred 

oat and barley grain. The paucity of botanical material 

recovered and absence of remains likely to have survived 

digestion do not point to the deposits being the contents 

of a cesspit. The assemblage is not significantly different 

from that recovered from deposits [024] and [021], which 

suggests that it was filled in with soil from nearby that 

contained material derived from middens, and represents 

secondary rather than primary deposition. 

4.5 Conclusions and Recommendations 

Only low quantities of carbonised plant remains were 

recovered and further detailed analysis would be of 

very little interpretative value and no further work is 

recommended on the carbonised plant remains. 

5. DISCUSSION 

The medieval features identified during investigations 

to the rear of The Liquid Room consisted of two large 

intercutting pits, associated with a soil profile buried 

beneath post -medieval levelling deposits. Similar evidence 

for activities in medieval backplots has been observed on 

numerous sites in the Old Town. While the dwellings 

of the burgesses would have been located on the High 

Street, their burgage plots included a strip of land to 

the rear. This land might originally have been used for 

cultivation or keeping animals, but was increasingly used 

for crafts and industries, and later subdivided and built 

up as the burgh expanded. Pits are extremely common 

in medieval backlands and may have been dug to provide 

building materials. Deep soil deposits also tended to build 

up as refuse was piled up in middens. 

The finds, faunal remains and environmental evidence 

from pits [018] and [033] are both consistent with domestic 

refuse of 12th-14th century date, although the presence of 

metalworking residues also suggests the activities of a smith 

in the vicinity. However, the small size of sherds, and lack 

of joining sherds, in the pottery assemblage suggests that 

the fill does not represent a primary refuse deposit, but is 

more characteristic of mixed, redeposited material. As the 

material from the adjacent soil layers is indistinguishable 

from that deriving from the pits, it seems likely that the 

pits were backfilled with soil from the surrounding area, 

rather than with primary refuse. The soil profile adjacent 

to the pits, and seen in section further to the south (Illus 

4) appears to represent a late medieval buried soil, the 
upper ';': horizon of which (context 021) had a very dark 

appearance due to admixture of cinder and charcoal from 

domestic (and possibly industrial) refuse. Finds from the 

underlying, paler soil horizon (context 024) are similar 

to those from context 021, suggesting that they should 

not be considered as successive deposits but as parts of a 

single soil profile that accumulated during the medieval 

period and was then buried as the area was built up from 

the 15th-16th century onwards. 

The West Bow probably fonned an important route 

within the Burgh from an early date, although it is unclear 

at what date it was fonnalised and built up. The site may 

have been included in one or more of the properties facing 
onto either the West Bow or the Cowgate. On Edgar's 

9 
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map of 1765 it appears as an open space mid-way between 
West Bow and the Cowgate, with a building on the south 
side which had gone by the mid 19th century. The south 
and east walls of this building, however, appear to have 
remained in use as boundary walls, and were recorded 
during the watching brief before they were demolished. 
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7. APPENDICES 

7.1 Appendix 1 - Site registers 

Context register 

Context no. 

001 

002 

003 

004 

005 

006 

007 

008 

009 

010 

011 

012 

013 

014 

015 

016 

017 

Description 

Irregular coursed stone wall, built of roughly hewn stone blocks 0.4 
x 0.2m In average size. Adjoins wall [039] at south end; partially 
demolished to north. Standing to height of 4m, retains deposits [OO2L 
[003L [004] and [005] to west where ground surface pre-excavation 
was approx 2m higher. The face of the wall is stepped inwards by about 
0.2m at a height of lm, and the top of the wall, above a height of 3m, is 
battered at an angle of approximately 30°. A cast iron drain pipe emerges 
from the face of the wall at a height of 1.5m, 4.5m from the south corner 
of the wall, and descends its east face. A former doorway or window 6m 
from the south corner of the wall has been filled in with larger, squared 
stone blocks. 

Modern clay, ash and gravel 0.5m deep, overlying [003L retained by wall 
[001] to east. 

Layer of dark brown clay with frequent brick and stone rubble, frequent 
charcoal and rare oyster shell, 0.22m thick, beneath [002L overlying 
[003]. 

La yer of mortar and sandstone rubble 0.27m thick, below [003L overlying 
[005]. 

Layer of dark brown clay with frequent brick and stone rubble, frequent 
charcoal and rare oyster shell, 0.7m thick, beneath [004]. 

Circular well shaft lined with walling of roughly squared sandstone blocks, 
bonded with lime mortar. Structure measures 1.5m in overall diameter. 

Void 

Light yellow brown leveling deposit (no context sheet) 

Dark grey brown silty clay leveling deposit (no context sheet) 

Irregular coursed stone wall, built of roughly hewn stone blocks, bonded 
with lime mortar. Adjoins wall [037] at south end, extends for 6.5m to 
north. At north end, it adjoins wall [013] which also runs north-south, but 
is clearly a separate build, offset slightly to the east compared with [010]. 
A former window in the upper part of the wall is blocked by brickwork 
[011]. Below ground level the wall rests on a wider foundation of 
uncoursed mortared rubble [012]. Also below ground le vel, near the south 
end of the wall, is a blocked-up opening [015L possibly a doorway. 

Brick window blocking in [010] 

Foundation of wall [01OL built of random uncoursed mortared stone 
rubble, somewhat wider than the faced wall above. 

Irregular coursed stone wall, built of roughly hewn sandstone blocks, 
bonded with lime mortar, forming part of west wall of former garden (with 
010). Adjoins 010 to south, offset slightly to east; adjoins E/W running 
wall 038 at north end. The north corner with 038 is edged with ashlar 
sandstone blocks. Immediately to the south of this corner is a blocked-up 
doorway 014. 

Blocking of doorway within wall 013, constructed of random uncoursed 
mortared rubble . 

Very loose rubble blocking of doorway below ground level in wall 010. 

Stone culvert - same as 032 

Lower fill of pit 018 - same as 019. Dark brown slightly sandy silt with 
occasional cha rcoa I. 

Interpretation 

Probably corresponds to east wall of building 
shown on Edgar's 1765 map, which was 
demolished by the mid-19th century, possibly at 
the time Victoria Street was laid out, since when 
it has bounded the east end of an open yard. 

Material filled in to level up ground surface 
behind walls [001] and [039]. 

Material filled in to level up ground surface 
behind walls [001] and [039]. 

Material filled in to level up ground surface 
behind walls [001] and [039]. 

Material filled in to level up ground surface 
behind walls [001] and [039]. 

Probably the east wall of a building shown on OS 
large-scale town plan (1849-53) with adjoining 
yard to the north defined by [013] and [038]. 
This building does not appear on Edgar's map 
and probably forms part of the early 19th century 
Victoria Street redevelopment. The blocked 
doorway at the south end presumably provided 
access to a small square structure, possibly an 
outhouse or privy, in the corner of the yard. A 
window facing east onto the yard was blocked up 
when the rest of the building was demolished and 
its east wall [010] repurposed as a garden wall. 

Corresponds to east end of narrow yard opening 
to the east off Anderson's Close shown on 
1849-53 town plan, thus post-dating the Victoria 
Street redevelopment. A doorway in this wall, 
opening into the yard to the east, was later 
blocked. 

11 
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Context no. Description 

018 

019 

020 

021 

022 

023 

024 

025 

026 

027 

028 

029 

030 

031 

032 

033 

034 

035 

036 

037 

038 

039 

040 

Cut of large oval pit, 3.1 x 1.8 m wide, 0.88 m deep, containing 017 
(=019) and 022 (=023). Truncated to west by 033. 

Same as 017 

compact mid brown clay layer 0.2 m thick, overlying 021. Imported 
levelling material, probably equivalent to 041 recorded in section to south. 

Layer of moderately compact dark brown silt with frequent charcoal, 
occasional oyster shell and bone fragments, overly ing 022 and sealed by 
020. 

Deposit of small and medium sized subangular stones in a matrix of brown 
cla y with frequent voids, filling upper part of pit 018, overly ing 017. 

Same as 022 

Layer of mid brown silt O.lm thick, overly ing natural clay subsoil, dipping 
down to south following slope ofthe hill, overlain by [021] and cut by pit 
[018]. 

Moderately compact sand loam with frequent stones, mortar and wood 
fragments, overly ing [020]. 

Occasional clay bonding amongst [022] 

Same as [021L overlying north edge of [017]. Cut by [029]. 

Fill of [029] 

Foundation cut of south wall of Liquid Rooms 

Fill of large pit [031] - loose modern rubble deposit 

Cut of la rge pit 

Culvert running along north side of wall [038]. Base constructed of 
sandstone slabs, the sides of sandstone blocks with occasional bricks, the 
top of flat sandstone slabs, all bonded with lime mortar; the culvert is 
0.3m wide internally and contains dark brownish-grey clayey silt deposit 
with fragments of bottle glass and 19th century pottery. 

Large pit cutting west edge of pit [0181 contains deposit[ 034]. 

Fill of [033]: mixed stony cla y deposit, containing frequent coal/cinder 
fragments, bone and pot 

Wall extending south from edge of site, adjoining wall [039] to north. Built 
of irregular coursed sandstone blocks bonded with lime mortar. Two former 
doorways ha ve been blocked with stone on the east side and brick on the 
west. The line of the roof of a single-storey building, sloping downwards to 
the south, can be seen on the west face of the wall. 

Wall extending south from edge of site, adjoining wall [037] at north end. 
Although the foundations of [037] are deeper, [036] and [037] appear 
to be integral with each other. Constructed of irregularly coursed roughly 
hewn sa ndstone blocks, bonded with morta r. 

Wall bounding the south edge of the site between [036] to the east and 
[010] to the west. Built of irregular coursed roughly hewn sandstone 
blocks, bonded with mortar, with mortared rubble foundations. 

Wall bounding the south edge of the site to the west of wall [013]. Built 
of irregular coursed roughly hewn sandstone blocks at east end, and of 
bricks further to the west. 

Wall bounding the south edge of the site to the west of wall [001]. Built of 
irregular coursed sandstone blocks bonded with lime mortar. Integral with 
wall [001]: like [0011 the top of the wall slopes back at approximately 30 
degrees. 

Void 

Interpretation 

Soil horizon pre-dating post-medieval 
development of the site. Probably the same layer 
as 043 recorded in section further to south. 

Material appears to have been dumped and 
does not represent a structure, so may have 
been placed in pit to consolidate surface before 
building on top of it. 

Modern levelling deposit, probably equivalent to 
[041] recorded in section to south 

Corresponds to the east side of former Pollock's 
Close, which had been built over by the time of 
the first OS large scale town plan (1849-53). The 
roof line apparent on the west side ofthe wall 
corresponds to a probable single storey building 
covering the north end of the Close. 

Corresponds to the west side of former Pollock's 
Close, forming the east wall of a building to the 
west of the Close that is shown on the first OS 
large scale town plan (1849-53) and probably 
the same building as is shown on Edgar's map 
of 1765. 

Corresponds to north wall of a narrow yard 
accessed off Anderson's Close, shown on OS 
large scale town plan (1849-53): therefore 
certainly early 19th century, dating to the Victoria 
Street development. 

Probably corresponds to south wall of building 
shown on Edgar's 1765 map, demolished by the 
early/mid 19th century, after which it continued 
in use as the wall of a garden or yard. 
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Context no. Description Interpretation 

041 Mixed loose deposit of soil and rubble exposed to west of wall [01OL Post-medieval levelling deposit 
overlying [042]. 

042 Dark brownish-grey silt loam, with frequent charcoal and cinder, oyster Upper soil horizon pre-dating post-medieval 
shell, bone. Layer up to O.4m thick beneath [0411 overlying [043]. construction on site 

043 Mid brown silty cla y with frequent cinder fragments. Layer approximately Lower soil horizon pre-dating post-medieval 
0.6m thick below [0421 merging gradually into natural clay subsoil below. construction on site 

044 

045 

Mid greyish-brown silty cla y loam, frequent charcoal/cinder, layer 0.6m 
thick overlying [045] beneath foundations of wall [036L revealed in 
Section 15. 

Sand and mortar deposit with lenses of cinder, 0.2m thick, below [044] 
and overlying [042] in part of Section 15 beneath wall [036]. 

Drawing register 

Drawing no. Scale Plan/Section Description 

1 1:50 Elevation Garden wall running E-W 

2 1:50 Elevation Garden wall running N-S 

3 1:50 Elevation Garden wall [001] 

4 1:10 Section Section exposed following removal of wall [001] 

5 1:20 Plan Well [006] 

6 1:20 Section Section behind E building 

7 1:10 Section E facing section of [017] - [029] 

8 1:10 Section Drawing 7 continued to the north 

9 1:10 Section North facing section of test pit in Area Wl 

10 not to scale Section East facing sketch elevation of walls 

11 1:20 Plan Plan of culvert 

12 1:10 Section Section of pit [018] and linear [033] 

13 1:20 Plan Rubble infill [022] 

14 1:10 Section Area W2, showing [025] over [021] 

15 1:20 Section North facing section at limit of excavation 

16 1:100 Plan Location plan for drawings 15 and 17 

17 1:20 Section East facing section at limit of excavation 

18 1:20 Section East facing section 

19 1:20 Section South facing section of test pit 

13 



Photo register 

Photo no. C%ur Print C%ur Slide Digital Direction Facing Description 

1 2/36 1/36 CIMGOOOl ID shot 

2 2/35 1/35 CIMGOOO2 SE Wall 038 

3 2/34 1/34 CIMGOOO3 SW Wall 040 

4 2/33 1/33 CIMGOOO4 S Wall 037 

5 2/32 CIMGOOOS SE Wall 039 (covered by trellis) 

6 2/31 1/32 CIMGOOO6 N Wall 039 (east end, adjoining 001) 

7 2/30 1/31 CIMGOOO7 W Wall 001 

8 2/29 1/30 CIMGOOO8 W Wall 001 (south end) 

9 2/28 1/29 CIMGOOO9 W Wall 001 (detail) 

10 2/27 1/28 CIMGOO10 W Wall 001 (detail) 

11 2/26 1/27 CIMGOOll W Wall 001 - detail of blocked opening 

12 4/36 3/36 S Deposit 008 with wall 039 above 

13 4/35 3/35 S Dark loose overburden being removed from corner 
behind walls 001 and 039 

14 4/34 3/34 S South wa 11 039, loose mostly removed 

15 4/33 3/33 S Test pit to depth 0.1 m from top of wall 

16 4/32 3/32 SW Close-up of deposits in base of test pit 

17 4/31 3/31 S Wall with deposits removed 

14 18 4/30 3/30 SW West wall (010 and 013) 

19 4/29 3/29 W West wall 010 corner, showing blocking 011 

20 4/28 3/28 SE General shot of test pit area (corner of 001 and 039) 

21 4/27 3/27 W Possible clay-bonded wall? (012 and 015, at base of 
010) 

22 4/26 3/26 NE Back of wall 

23 4/25 3/25 S Well 006 

24 4/24 3/24 S Well 006 

25 4/22 3/22 S Wall 037 (with well 006 at base) 

26 4/21 3/21 SW Culvert 032 

27 4/20 3/20 W East-facing section next to door 

28 4/19 3/19 NW Test pit for underpinning 

29 4/18 3/18 NW Test pit for underpinning 

30 4/17-16 3/17 NW Test pit extended 

31 4/15 NW New test pit immediately next to door 

32 4/14 3/16-15 NW New test pit immediately next to door 

33 4/13 NW New test pit immediately next to door 

34 void 

35 void 

36 4/12 3/14 NW New test pit behind east building. Continuation of test 
pit above? 

37 4/11 3/13 NW Working shot - natural exposed in test pit 
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Photo no. C%ur Print C%ur Slide Digita/ Direction Facing Description 

38 4/10 3/12 SW Working shot - exca vating to west 

39 4/9 3/11 W Section showing cut of pit or ditch 018 

40 4/8 3/10 W Section showing cut of pit or ditch 018 

41 4/7 3/9 N Section through test pit behind Liquid Rooms 

42 4/6 3/8 W Section through possible Town Ditch 

43 4/5 3/7 W 018 - east-facing section 

44 4/4 3/6 W 018 - wide shot (= section 7) 

45 4/3 3/5 NW working shot of excavation beneath building foundations 

46 5/36 6/36-37 

47 5/35 6/35 414 E Pit 031 truncating clay 020 in Area Wl 

48 5/34 6/34 415 W Pit 031 truncating deposit 021 in Area Wl 

49 5/33 6/33 416 E Working shot - Ja mes in Test pit in Wl 

50 5/32 6/32 417 E Scaffold supports being pulled out 

51 5/31 6/31 418 S Test pit Wl - north-facing section 

52 5/30 6/30 419 E Test pit Wl - west-facing section 

53 5/29 6/29 420 N Test pit Wl - south-facing section 

54 5/28 6/28 421 W Test pit Wl - east-facing section 

55 5/27 6/27 422 Test pit Wl from above 

56 5/26 6/26 423 W Walls being demolished 

57 5/25 6/25 424 W Walls being demolished 

58 5/24 6/24 S Walls being demolished 15 

59 5/23 6/23 E Rubble deposit 022 

60 5/22 6/22 E Rubble deposit 022 

61 5/21 6/21 N Rubble deposit 022 

62 5/20 6/20 W Rubble deposit 022 

63 5/19 6/19 W Rubble deposit 022 partial ly removed 

64 5/18 6/18 N Deposit 019 (foreground) with 027 behind 

65 5/17 6/17 E Pit 018: rubble deposit 022 removed to reveal deposit 
019 

66 5/16 6/16 NW Pit 018: rubble deposit 022 removed to reveal deposit 
020 

67 5/15 6/15 N Slot exca vated through pit 018, showing truncation by 
033 at west end 

68 5/14 6/14 NE Slot excavated through pit 018, showing truncation by 
033 at west end 

69 5/13 6/13 E Pit 018 - full extent revealed by machine-excavation 
~ 
~ 
0 70 5/12 6/12 N Pit 018 - full extent revealed by machine-excavation N 

:§ 
71 5/11 6/11 W Small 'annexe' structure built into corner of walls 010 

Q 

2 and 037 
~ 
0 72 5/10 6/10 SW Small 'annexe' structure built into corner of walls 010 .Q 

@ and 038 
" ~ 
~ 73 5/8 6/8 427 W Demolished wall remains ~ 
~ 
c 

74 5/6 6/6 430 E Pre-ex shot of Area W2 .!!l 
~ 

" ~ 75 5/5 

" 
6/5 431 E Rubble-filled pits truncating 025 



Photo no. Colour Print Colour Slide Digital Direction Facing Description 

76 5/4 6/4 432 S North-facing section in W2: drawing 14 

77 5/2 6/2 434 E Area W2 post-exca vation 

78 7/36 7/37-36 435 ID shot 

79 7/35 7/35 436 SE Walls 035 and 036 

80 7/34 7/34 437 S Wall 036 

81 7/33 7/33 438 SW Wall 036 

82 7/32 7/32 439 S Walls 035 and 036 

83 7/31 7/31 440 SW Wall 035 

84 7/30 7/30 441 SE Wall 035 

85 7/29 7/29 442 E Area W2 being reduced post-excavation 

86 7/28 7/28 448 SW Site on arrival, 8am 19 July 2010 

87 7/27 7/27 449 S Section 15 

88 7/26 7/26 450 S Wall foundation to east of Section 15 

89 7/25 7/25 451 W Section 17 

90 4/23 3/23 W General shot of west wall (010 and 013) 

91 443 Demolition of Wall 036 

92 444 Demolition of Wall 036 

93 445 Demolition of Wall 036 

94 446 Demolition of Wall 036 

95 447 Demolition of Wa 11 036 

16 96 2/25 1/26 CIMGOO12 W Contexts 002-005 exposed in section behind 
(demolished) wall 001 

97 2/24 1/25 CIMGOO13 W General view of site with walls 001 and 039 on left 

98 5/9 6/9 N Pit 018 fully excavated by machine 

99 5/7 6/7 428 W Demolished wall remains 

100 429 

101 5/3 6/3 433 S North-facing section in W2: drawing 14 

Sample register 

Sample no. Context no. Description 

1 017 Fill of pit [018] 

2 019 Possible upper fill of [018] 

3 024 Colluvium 

4 020 Clay leveling deposit 

5 021 Dark brown sandy silt, frequent inclusions of charcoal, marine shell, bone 

6 027 Mixed deposit 

7 028 Backfill in foundation cut [029] 

8 019 Sample from base of pit [018] in E-W slot 
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7.2 Appendix 2 - Finds Catalogue 

Context no. Sample no. Material Q'Y Weight (g) Object Description Spot Date Period 

U/S CBM 2 Pan Tile Two small sherds 17th/20th PM/Mod 

U/S Pottery (Med-PM) 3 PMO/PMR jar everted rim and sherd, jug 16th PM 
sherd 

U/S Pottery (Mod) 4 Various BROWN, WHITE 18th-20th Mod 

Culvert Pottery (Mod) 1 STONE stoneware bottle base 19th/20th Mod 

009 CBM 1 Pan Tile Sherd 17th/20th PM/Mod 

017 2 Industrial Waste 9 Mag Res Hammerscale and slag spheres 

017 Pottery (Med-PM) 5 WG body sherds, 3 jug, 2 jar 12th/14th Medi 

017 2 Pottery (Med-PM) 1 WG small pink sherd 12th/15th Medi 

019 8 Copper Alloy 1 Fragment Small fragment 

019 1 Industrial Waste 19 Fe Slag Small fragments 

019 8 Industrial Waste 14 Fe Slag Small fragments 

019 1 Industrial Waste 12 Mag Res Hammerscale and slag spheres 

019 8 Industrial Waste 7 Mag Res Hammerscale and slag spheres 

019 Pottery (Med-PM) 26 Various 24 WG, including jars rim, 2 12th/14th Medi 
jug rims, 1 thumbed base; 1 
Reduced jug sherd; 1 ?Imported 
brown glazed redware 

019 Pottery (Med-PM) 1 WG ?jug sherd 12th/15th Medi 

019 1 Pottery (Med-PM) 2 WG sma 11 ?jug sherds 12th/15th Medi 

019 8 Pottery (Med-PM) 3 WG jug sherd and two fragments 12th/15th Medi 17 

021 Copper Alloy 1 Sheet Folded sheet, ragged edges 

021 5 Copper Alloy 1 Sheet Small fragment 

021 5 Industrial Waste 68 Fe Slag Small fragments 

021 5 Industrial Waste 8 Mag Res Hammerscale and slag spheres 

021 Pottery (Med-PM) 1 Import Yorkshire? fine sandy pale guff 12th/14th Medi 
with glossy olive green glaze, 
applied pip 

021 5 Pottery (Med-PM) 20 Various 17 WG including fine (early?) jar 12th/14th Medi 
rim; 3 other white and redwares 
including orange fabric with red-
brown external glaze, possibly 
imported? 

021 Pottery (Med-PM) 4 Various 2 WG, 2 imports, possibly 12th/15th Medi 
Yorkshire, including thumbed 
handle terminal glazed glossy 
brown, over pinkish buff fabric 

021 Pottery (Med-PM) 14 Various 12 WG, including strap handle 13th/14th Medi 
sherd, mostly jug sherds; ; 1 

~ Reduced jug sherd; 1 Yorkshire 
~ jug rim, buff fabric, green glaze 0 
N 

:§ 021 Pottery (Med-PM) 1 WG jug rim fragment 12th/15th Medi 
Q 

2 022 Copper Alloy 1 Object Small square sheet with 
~ 

punched hole. Good condition. 0 
.Q 

@ 
022 Pottery (Med-PM) 7 Various 6 WG jug sherds, 1 jar; 1 12th/14th Medi " ~ 

~ Redware 
~ 
~ 
c 024 3 Industrial Waste 1 Mag Res Hammerscale and slag spheres .!!l 
~ 

" ~ 024 3 Industrial Waste 3 Mag Res Hammerscale and slag spheres 

" 



Context no. Sample no. Material Q'Y Weight (g) Object Description Spot Date Period 

024 3 Pottery (Med-PM) 10 WG small sherd including 3 jars, 1 12th/14th Medi 
jug 

025 Clay Pipe 1 Stem Wide bore 17th/e. 18th PM 

025 Pottery (Med-PM) 5 PMO/PMR jar everted rim and sherd, jug 16th PM 
sherds 

025 Pottery (Med-PM) 8 Various 4 WG including unusual jar rim 12th-16th Medi-
with horizontal applied thumbed PM 
strip; 3 PMO/PMRjug and jar 
sherds; 1 Saintonge green 
glazed strap handle; 

025 Pottery (Mod) 1 WHITE whiteware base sherd 19th/20th Mod 

027 Pottery (Med-PM) 6 Various 4 WG including strap handle, 12/14th Medi 
piecrust jar rim, very crude 
crudd y base; 1 Reduced jug 
sherd; 1 LCR sherd, glazed 
red-brown on exterior and more 
thinly on interior 

034 Industrial Waste 247 Fe Slag Lumps and smaller fragments 

034 Pottery (Med-PM) 33 Various 32 WG, including 7 jar (one 12th/14th Medi 
glazed internally), 15 jugs, 
including two rims; 1 Yorkshire? 
Fragment with applied combed 
decoration and apple green 
glaze 

18 
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7.3 Appendix 3 - Environmental Sample Results 

Context Sample Sample Ceramic Metal 
no. no. Vol (I) 

Pottery CBM 

Medi- Daub Cu 
PM object 

017 1 10 + 

019 2 10 + 

023 3 10 ++ + 

021 5 20 ++++ + 

019 8 10 + + 

Context Sample Total flot Cereal grain 
no. no. Vol (ml) 

Avena sp. Hordeum 
vulgare 

017 1 2 

019 2 4 + + 

023 3 4 + + 

021 5 15 

019 8 2 + 

Industrial Waste Burnt bone Unburnt bone Shell Charred 

Fe slag 

++++ 

++ 

++++ 

++++ 

Triticum 
aestivum 

+ 

Mag Mammal 
res 

++++ +++ 

++++ ++ 

+++ ++ 

++++ ++ 

++++ + 

Fish Mammal Fish Marine 

+ ++++ ++ 

+ ++ + 

++++ ++++ + 

++++ ++++ 

++++ ++++ 

TableA3.1 

Retent Sample Results 

plant 

+ 

Charcoal Material available for AMS 

Cerealia Qty 
indet. 

+ 

+ 

+ 

++ 

+ 

Maxsize 
(cm) 

<1 

charred cereal grain + 

TableA3.2 

Flotation Sample Results 

...... 
\Q 

Charcoal Material available Coal Comments 
for AMS Dating 

Quantity Max 
Size 
(cm) 

+ 

++ 

+ 

2.5 Charcoal+, Un burnt ++++ -
bone +++ 

0.5 Charcoal ++, Burnt ++ Fungal 
bone++ Sclerotia 

++++ 

0.5 Burnt bone+, 
Un burnt bone++++ 

Key: 

+ = rare 

++ = occasional 

+++ = common 

++++ = abundant 

NB charcoal over lcm is suitable for identification and 
AMS dating 
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7.4 Appendix 4 - Faunal Remains 
Assessment 

Claudia Tommasino Suarez 

Introduction 

The excavation to the rear of the Liquid Rooms produced 

approximately 383 fragments of animal bone from 10 

archaeological contexts: [009], [017], [018], [019], [021], [022], 
[024], [025], [026], [034]. The animal assemblage incorporates 
mammals, including cattle (Bos taurus), sheep and/or goat 

(avis aries and Capra hircus) and pig (Sus sr.). Fish bones were 

also retrieved and included large and mediwn size fish. 

Methodology 

Identification and quantification 
During the assessment each specimen was identified according 

to species, skeletal element, age and sex where possible. 
The animal bone reference collection located in Headland 

Archaeology (Ireland) Ltd, Unit 1 Wallingstown Business 
Patk, Little Island, Co. Cotk was utilised. The mammal 
specimens that could not be assigned to a species were recorded 

using the categories 'large mammal' (hIT), 'medium mammal 

l' (mml), 'medium mammal 2' (mm2) and 'small mammal' 
(srn) (Harland et al. 2003). The specimens categorised as "large 

20 mammal" could belong to catcie, horse or a big cervid such 
as red or reindeer. The 'mediwn mammal l' category refers 

to sheep, goat, pig or small cervids. The skeletal elements are 
divided into the fourparts of the skeleton: head (skull, mandible); 

axial carcass or trunk (vertebrae and ribs); meaty bones or upper 

limbs (scapulae, pelvis and its respective limb); and feet or lower 
limbs (rnetapodials, phalanges and carpals/tarsals). 

The quantification of the assemblage was carried out using 

NISP (Number of Identifiable Specimens) calculated 
as the total of fragments attributed to a specific taxon 

(Grayson 1984; O'Connor 2004; Reitz and Wing 1999). 
All data is stored in digital and written form in the head 

office of Headland Archaeology (Ireland) Ltd, Unit 1 
Wallingstown Business Park, Little Island, Co. Cork. 

flgeJng_and5_exLog 
The epiphysial fusion assessment was carried out according 

to Silver (1969) and Reitz and Wing (1999) for cattle, 
sheep/goat and pig. 

The eruption and tooth wear were recorded using the 

method described by Grant (1982) for cattle and pigs 

and Payne (1973; 1987) for sheep. Subsequently, Higharn 
(1967) and O'Connor (2003) were used to assign wear 

stages and age categories for mandibles and mandibular 

loose M3 (except when in eruption or not worn). 

The root morphology of canines was evaluated for pig sexing, 

according to Schmidt (1972) and McCorrnick (1997). 

Taghonom)! and butcher)! 
The recognition of any taphonomic factors on the bones 

such as gnawing, burning, texture and completeness 

and the butchery marks present were mostly dealt with 

according to Lyman (1994). 

Path%Q)! 
Pathological modifications were recorded in detail and 

assessed by their effects on the bones, using the criteria set 

down by Baker and Brothwell (1980). 

Results 

The assemblage from the Liquid Rooms consisted of 

an approximate total of 383 bones, generally found in a 

goodlfair state of preservation. The level of cracking on 

the majority of the bones is high, possibly impeding the 

identification of pathologies and butchery marks in some 

bones. The distribution of the bones by contexts can be 

found in Table A4.1. 

Context no. NISP 

009 2 

017 12 

019 67 

021 45 

022 17 

024 32 

025 3 

026 1 

034 50 

Hand Picked Total 229 

017 154 

018 

019 

021 

024 

Retent Bone Approximately 154 

NISP 383 

Table A4.1 

Total NISP by context and recovery method 

The identifiable assemblage includes cattle, sheep/goat 

and pig with the presence oflarge and medium mammals 

1 (Table A4.2). Fish bones were also recovered, although 

the species could not be detennined. The figure for 

fish bones and unidentified bones is an approximation, 

especially with regard to those recovered in retent. 
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Element cattle sh/g Sheep Pig Im mml uni Big fish Medium fish NISP 

ast 1 1 

Le 1 1 

mic 2 1 3 

carpal/tarsal 2 2 

cerv 2 2 

fe 1 1 

horn 1 1 

hu 1 1 

hum 2 2 1 1 1 7 

LM1/2 1 1 

LP3 2 2 

Lumb 1 1 

m3 1 1 

mand 1 1 1 3 

mc 2 2 

mp 1 1 

pectoral girdle 25 25 

phal1 1 1 

pha/2 2 2 

rad 1 1 

rib 3 3 

head elements 25 25 

scap 1 1 

shaft 1 1 

fib 3 1 4 

UM1/2 2 1 3 

unid 4 8 223 235 

Up3 1 1 

Vert 1 50 51 

NISP 20 7 3 2 7 19 224 1 100 383 

Table A4.2 

Approximate NISP by species and skeletal elements 
*Clarification of skeletal elements by abbreviation or codes is shown in at the end of this report 

Cattle is the most frequent species, followed by sheep 

and/or goat and pig. Furthennore, medium mammal 1 

are frequent, and these most probably represent sheep/ 

goat specimens, while large mammals are most likely to 

represent cattle. The presence of cattle and sheep/goat 

could be associated with the numerous uses and products 

they could provide, which make these species highly 

exploitable formeat, dairy, manure, labour and/or leather! 

wool production (Sykes 2006, Denham 2007). Pigs are 

usually associated with pork and lard consumption, 

although some hide exploitation is occasionally reported 

(Albarella 2006). 

The skeletal representation of cattle, sheep/goat, medium 

mammal 1 and large mammal shows a distribution with 

a similar amount of meaty bones and slaughter waste, 

while the axial carcass seems underrepresented, although 

not totally absent (Table A4.2). The presence of meat-

21 



bearing bones indicates the exploitation of beef and 

mutton and suggests that the slaughter, butchery and 

disposal of cattle and sheep/goat carcasses was carried out 

in the same area. However, it is important to highlight 

the lesser frequency of lower limb elements from sheep/ 

goat, which may suggest that this part of the carcass was 

being carried to other sites or areas. Serjeantson (1989 

in Denham 2007, 291) indicates that the exploitation of 

skin could be reflected in the absence of such bones, since 

they are frequently left attached to the skin to facilitate 

the tanning or transportation process. Furthermore, the 

presence of sheep/goat horn is an element closely related 

to craftworking. 

No major age killing pattern assessment could be carried 

out for any species due to the small size of the assemblage. 

The cattle assemblage shows amixed presence of young and 

adult specimens, although the fonner seems to outnumber 

the latter (Table A4.S). According to Hambleton (1999) 
the killing of cattle between the ages of 18 and 42 months 

old, an optimum age for beef exploitation, suggests that 

slaughter was carried out to supply beef. Therefore, the 

cattle seem to have been killed primarily for meat, even if 

some specimens were first exploited as secondary product 

providers (such as dairy products and/or labour). Similarly, 

the sheep/goat assemblage also presents a dominance of 

young specimens, although in this case adult presence 

is scarce. According to Hambleton (1999) an economic 

system based on meat would be reflected in a high amount 

22 of individuals slaughtered between 18 and 36 months old, 

while herds kept for wool would show a higher quantity 

of adults. Payne (1973) suggests that sheep killed for meat 

would be slaughtered around their third year of age. 

Therefore, most of the assessed sheep/goat seem to have 

been killed for meat exploitation, while the presence of 

younger animals could be reflecting the consumption of 

lamb on the site. The primary exploitation of this sheep/ 

goat species as meat providers allows us to suggest that 

such specimens are most probably sheep rather than 

goats, as the latter species was mostly used to provide raw 

material for craftworking (such as horn and skin). It is 

also important to highlight the presence of several infant 

elements. It was not possible to identify the infants to 

species and they could represent calf or lamb specimens. 

This could be further evidence for the consumption of 

meat from young cattle or sheep. Both pig specimens are 

adult which would correspond with the age category set 

down by Albarella (2006) as the optimum slaughter age 

for maximum profit from pork exploitation. One of these 

specimens was identified as a male. 

The primary exploitation of cattle and sheep/goat as meat 

providers is confirmed by the presence of butchery marks, 

also suggesting the exploitation of hides. In this sense, 

Table A4.3 shows the presence of butchery marks on 

the meaty bones of the sheep and cattle (including tibiae 

and scapula), indicating the filleting of the meat, while 

the marks observable on lower limbs such as calcaneus, 

metacarpals and phalanges 1 are evidence for skinning. 

Context no. Species Element Butchery mark 

021 

021 

022 

034 

034 

034 

022 

cattle cale >lknife 

sh/g tib >lknife 

sh/g me >1 knife 

cattle tib >1 knife 

cattle phall knife 

cattle tib knife 

cattle scap knife 

TableA4.3 

Specimens with butchery marks 

A large amount of fish bone from all over the fish 

carcass was retrieved. Furthennore, the presence of head 

elements and other parts of the fish carcass indicates that 

the cleaning of the fish was carried out on the site. The 

presence of elements other than vertebrae suggests that 

the fish were most probably consumed fresh at the site 

rather than preserved (which usually involved smoking). 

Burning was the only taphonomic modification present 

in the mammal animal bone assemblage from this 

site. A small number of bones showed possible signs of 

carnivore gnawing but this could not be confirmed due 

to the severe cracking of the elements. Approximately 55 

mammal specimens were found to be burnt: 41 calcined 

and 14 charred (Table A4.4). However, it was not possible 

to identify the species or skeletal element. Nevertheless, 

the presence of burnt animal bone may suggest the use of 

bones as fuel for fires, or the burning of disposed waste 

(Thery-Parisot 2002). However, the possibility that 

medium sized species, such as sheep/goat, were cooked 

on the bone should not be discounted. 

Context no. Species Element NISP Burning 

019 Im hum 1 cal 

024,021,019,017 uni unid 40 cal 

024,021,019,017, uni unid 14 cha r 
018 

019,017 Medium fish vert 2 cal 

Table A4.4 

Burnt specimens 

The animal bone assemblage suggests that meat exploitation 

was a main activity, and included the exploitation of beef, 

lamb (preferred over mutton), pork and fish. It is also 

clear, however, that hides and other craftworks were a 

secondary product from the activity of site, although it 

is hard to establish if this was carried out on the site. In 

this sense, skinning, transportation of feet elements and 

the presence of horns could be related to such activity. 

The species representation and their possible exploitation 

seen at the Liquid Rooms site are commonly found in 
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Medieval Scotland. Cattle, sheep/goat and pig have been 

reported from other urban medieval sites in Edinburgh, 

such as Cowgate and Edinburgh High Street, and the 

evidence for butchered animals is apparent on all of these 

sites (Smith 2006). Evidence for the exploitation of cattle 

and sheep for meat, the primary product obtained from 

both species at the Liquid Rooms site, was also found at 

Cowgate and Edinburgh High Street, where the presence 

of calves and lambs also indicate this type of meat was 

consumed. Skinning, which was also clearly carried out 

on the cattle and sheep/goat specimens, was also reported 

from Cowgate. Even if antler working was found in 

Cowgate, the Liquid Rooms assemblage also shows 

possible utilization of sheep/goat horn, suggesting that to 

Formal catalogue 

some extent both sites provided some craftworking. Fish 

was also present in the Cowgate assemblage, although its 

possible exploitation is not reported (Smith 2006). 

Therefore, the evidence for species representation and 

exploitation seems to follow the utilization of cattle, sheep/ 

goat and pig reported in other urban sites in Scotland, 

where meat and craftworking products represented the 

main focus of exploitation. However, it must be noted, 

that these interpretations are based on a small assemblage 

and are not to be taken as conclusive. The contextual 

archaeological information at the site should shed more 

light on the activity represented and could support or 

refute the zoo archaeological interpretations. 

Context no. Species Element Count Laterality Proximal Distal Age Sex Modification 
Fusion Fusion 

009 cattle up3 1 

009 Im shaft 1 

017 uni unid 12 

019 big fish vert 1 

019 cattle m3 1 m3 (j): over 50 months old 

019 cattle phal2 1 

019 cattle ca rpalj 1 
tarsal 

019 cattle LP3 1 

019 Im hum 1 

019 mml fe 1 

019 mm2 hum 1 

019 sh/g horn 1 infa nt/subad u It 

019 sheep UM1/2 1 Ml/2 (U) 

019 uni unid 3 

019 uni unid 2 

019 uni unid 52 

021 cattle ca le 1 <lknife 

021 cattle carpalj 1 
tarsa I 

021 sh/g tib 1 <lknife 

021 sheep LM1/2 1 Ml/2 (lOA) 

021 uni cale 1 infant 

021 uni unid 5 infant 

021 uni unid 35 

022 cattle cale 1 u younger than 36-42 months old -

23 
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Context no. Species Element Count Laterality Proximal Distal Age Sex Modification 
Fusion Fusion 

022 cattle scap 1 

022 cattle tib 1 u younger than 24-30 months old -

022 cattle hum 1 

022 Im unid 4 

022 mml unid 8 

022 sh/g me 1 older than 18-24 months old 

024 uni unid 32 

025 cattle hum 1 older than 12-18 months old 

025 cattle UM1/2 1 

025 sheep mand 1 m 1 CU): stage 6. 5 months old 

026 pig LC 1 adult male -

034 cattle tib 1 older than 24-30 months old >1 knife 

034 cattle phall 1 older tha n 18 months old knife 

034 cattle tib 1 older than 24-30 months old knife 

034 cattle phal2 1 older tha n 18 months old 

034 cattle LP3 1 

034 cattle UM1/2 1 

034 cattle ast 1 

24 034 Im mand 1 

034 mml mand 1 

034 mml mp 1 

034 mml lumb 1 

034 mml cerv 1 

034 mml hum 1 

034 mml rib 1 

034 mml rib 2 

034 mml cerv 1 

034 pig hum 1 Older than 12 months old 

034 sh/g hum 1 Older than 10 months old 

034 sh/g hum 1 Older than 10 months old 

034 sh/g rad 1 

034 sh/g me 1 

034 uni unid 18 

034 uni unid 10 

019,017 medium vert 23 
fish 

019,017 medium vert 2 cal 
fish 

019, 024, 021, medium head 25 
018 fish elements 
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Context no. Species Element 

019,024,021, medium pectoral 
019 fish girdle 

024,021 medium vert 
fish 

024,021,019, uni unid 
017 

024,021,019, uni unid 
017,018 

Count 

25 

25 

40 

14 

The Liquid Room (former St John's Church), 9 Victoria Street, Edinburgh 
FMCE09j002 

Laterality Proximal Distal Age Sex Modification 
Fusion Fusion 

cal 

cha r 

Key to complete list of animal bones skeletal 
elements 

Im large mammal right 

mml medium mammal (sheep, goat, pig) left 

sh/g sheep/goat 

uni unidentified 
FusinQJ2roximal and distal 

fused 
Elefl2entSc 

ast astragalus Modification 
LC lower canine 

cal calcined 

calc calcaneus 
char charred 

cerv cervical vertebra 

fe femur 

hum humerus 

LM1/2 Lower mola r 1/2 

LP3 Lower Premolar 3 

Lumb lumbar vertebra 

m3 molar 3 

me metacarpal 

mp metapodial 

mand mandibula 

phall phalanx 1 

phal2 phalanx 2 

scap scapula 

rad radius 

tib tibia 

unid unidentified mammal 

UM1/2 Upper mola r 1/2 

UP3 Upper Premolar 3 

Vert vertebrae 

25 
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