Old Vicarage, Hartburn  – Report of Archaeological Monitoring


SUMMARY

This report has been compiled by The Bamburgh Research Project for Mr Michael Spriggs during March 2006. The report sets out the results of an archaeological monitoring carried out at the Old Vicarage, Hartburn during January 2006. 

The development involved the construction of a conservatory on the south west side of the Old Vicarage within the Village of Hartburn in Northumberland (NGR NU 0893 8610). Hartburn lies on the River Wansbeck 11km to the west of Morpeth. 

A photographic record with black and white print film including an appropriate scale, was made of the two walls that will be partially obscured by the conservatory.  It has been reported to us that the alterations to the chimney, partition wall and door mentioned in the brief as requiring photographic recording had been undertaken some time ago. It was not therefore possible to compile a photographic record prior to these alterations.

Excavation within the footprint of the structure revealed a dark brown humic, topsoil with a small rubble content to a depth of 0.25 to 0.3m. The topsoil overlay a red-brown sandy clay subsoil and a series of pre-existing service trenches. No features of potential archaeological interest were encountered during the monitoring and no finds of pre-modern date recovered.

The excavation associated with the construction of the conservatory revealed subsoil at a relatively shallow depth beneath the topsoil. No archaeological features were encountered whether this was due to the absence of activity in this particular area or due to truncation by later activity is not apparent from the limited area of excavation. 

OLD VICARAGE, HARTBURN, NORTHUMBERLAND

REPORT OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL 

MONITORING AND RECORDING

1.0 Introduction 
1.0.1 This Report has been compiled by The Bamburgh Research Project for Mr Michael Spriggs during March 2006. The document sets out the results of the archaeological monitoring of the excavation associated with the ground preparation and foundation construction for the erection of a conservatory on the south west side of the Old Vicarage. A black and white print photographic record was compiled of the walls of the building that will be covered by the new structure. 

1.0.2
An archaeological written schedule of investigation was compiled by The Bamburgh Research Project (BRP) in January 2005 (BRP 06/01) in response to a Brief for the development issued by Northumberland County Council, Conservation Team. The Planning Application Number for the proposed development is 01/D407LBC. The Northumberland County Council Conservation Team reference is CM6/1; 457 and the OASIS reference is bamburgh1-13544. 
2.0 
THE SITE

2.1
Location

2.1.1
The development involved the construction of a conservatory on the south west side of the Old Vicarage within the Village of Hartburn in Northumberland (NGR NU 0893 8610). Hartburn lies on the River Wansbeck 11km to the west of Morpeth.  (Figure 1).

2.2
Description

2.2.1
The vicarage lies within a walled garden on the north side of the small village of Hartburn. The vicarage grounds are generally level but fall away steeply on the east side to the River Wansbeck. The conservatory was constructed in the angle formed by two walls on the south west side of the building, facing onto the garden.  
2.3
Archaeological Background to the development

2.3.1
 The Old Vicarage is currently one of two dwellings formed by the division of a larger structure.  The earliest part of this structure is that part present in the other dwelling, now known as Vicarage cottage.  This part seems to have started as a tower in the 13th century, with a barrel vault present in part of the basement.  In the latest interpretation of the structure, Ryder (Ryder 1995) suggests that this is one of the earliest surviving secular buildings in the county.  He suggests that the vaulted area at the western end of this range may have been a service wing, with the more heavily rebuilt eastern end being the original hall.  

2.3.2
The Old Vicarage seems to have been built onto the southern side of the hall sometime in the 16th century, although Ryder suggests this on the basis of the character of the visible fabric, although he also suggests that the plan of the building as a whole is reminiscent of a hall and cross-passage plan, with the Old Vicarage representing the hall.  Ryder also suggests that the Cottage may once have had a further cross passage and also a detached kitchen block.  This block appears to have been remodelled in the 18th and 19th century, and very few traces of earlier opening exist to allow possible refinement of its interpretation.  This uncertainty is also a result of a lack on detailed archaeological study of the building.  
3.0
METHODOLOGY
3.1
Building recording

3.1.1
The photographic recording would include the elements identified within the brief (Appendix I). These include the external wall to be obscured by the conservatory, the doorway to be re-opened, the partition wall to be removed and the fireplace that is to be altered.
3.1.2
The record will be made in black and white print film, with a graduated metric scale present in each frame. Rectified photography will not be undertaken in this case. It is envisaged that between 10 and 15 photographs will be sufficient to record these elements.

3.2
Monitoring during excavation 

3.2.1
During the excavation of the foundations for the conservatory, a suitably experienced archaeologist will be present to record any items of interest that area revealed by these excavations.  All work will be carried out in compliance with the codes of practice of the Institute of Field Archaeologists (IFA) and should follow the IFA Standards for Watching Briefs. This watching brief will conform to the following methodology:

3.2.2
All archaeological features identified during the monitoring will be sample excavated according to their type and form:



50% of all discrete features. 



50% of waterlogged deposits.



25% of stratified deposits.



25% of the area of linear/curvilinear features with a non-uniform fill



10% of the area of linear/curvilinear features with a uniform fill

3.2.3
A 40 litre bulk palaeoenvironmental sample will be taken from all features recognised as suitable for the preservation of palaeoenvironmental remains. 

3.2.4
Secure contexts will be sampled for dating where appropriate, whether on site or as sub samples of bulk samples. Any concentrations of charcoal or other carbonised material recovered on site will usually be retained. 

3.2.5
Pottery and Animal Bone will be collected as bulk samples whilst significant artefacts will be three-dimensionally recorded prior to processing. All finds will be recorded and processed according to the BRP system and submitted for post-excavation assessment. Finds recovery and storage strategies will be in accordance with published guidelines (English Heritage 1995 and IFA Guidelines for Finds Work). Should artefacts of gold or silver covered by the 1996 Treasure Act be recovered, appropriate procedures will be followed.

3.2.6
In the event of Human burials being revealed they will be left in situ and treated in an appropriate manner. After consultation with the County Archaeological Officer, if excavation is required, work will comply with the relevant home Office regulations.

3.2.7
Any archaeological features encountered during the trial trenching work will be hand-cleaned, excavated and recorded:

1. A photographic record of the site will be taken using black and white print, colour slide film at 35mm format. In addition a digital photographic record will be compiled.

2. A written description of features will be recorded using the BRP pro forma context recording system. 

3. All features will be drawn at an appropriate scale using pre-printed permatrace. Plans will normally be drawn at a scale of 1:20 and sections at a scale of 1:10. 

3.2.8
All archaeological features and horizons will be accurately tied into the Ordnance Survey grid. All levels will be tied in to Ordnance Datum.  

3.2.9
Arrangements will be made with The Museum of Antiquities for the deposition of the site archive within 6 month of the completion of the post-excavation report. 

4.0
RESULTS 

4.1
Building recording
4.1.1
A photographic record with black and white print film and including an appropriate scale, was made of the two walls that will be partially obscured by the conservatory (Figure 2).  It has been reported to us that the alterations to the chimney, partition wall and door mentioned in the brief as requiring photographic recording had been undertaken some time ago. It was not therefore possible to compile a photographic record prior to these alterations. 

4.2
Monitoring during excavation

4.2.1
The conservatory was located against the south west side of the vicarage and occupied an area of 7.42m north west to south east by 3.47m south west to north east (Figure 2). Within the footprint of the structure the make-up of the new finished floor level required the removal of c. 0.3m of topsoil. A narrow construction trench c. 0.4m wide and a further 0.3m deeper was excavated around the external side of the structure.   

4.2.2
Excavation within the footprint of the structure revealed a dark brown humic, topsoil with a small rubble content to a depth of 0.25 to 0.3m. The topsoil overlay a red-brown sandy clay subsoil and a series of pre-existing service trenches. No features of potential archaeological interest were encountered during the monitoring and no finds of pre-modern date recovered. 

5.0
CONCLUSIONS

5.1
The excavation associated with the construction of the conservatory revealed subsoil at a relatively shallow depth beneath the topsoil. No archaeological features were encountered whether this was due to the absence of activity in this particular area or due to truncation by later activity is not apparent from the limited area of excavation. 

Text: Graeme Young

Illustrations: Graeme Young

BRP 06/01

APPENDIX I:

Brief for Archaeological Building Recording, and Archaeological Watching Brief at The Old Vicarage, Hartburn, Northumberland

1.0
Project Background

1.1
The Old Vicarage at Hartburn is a structure with both a long and complex history, probably starting as a pele tower in the 13th century.  The current owners wish to undertake a series of internal alterations, and the provision of a conservatory to the building.  This intervention is considered to be archaeological sensitive in two main ways.  Firstly, while the alterations are quite slight in nature, they will remove one internal wall and heavily alter a fireplace.  It is considered that a record should be made of these features in advance of their removal.  In addition, as the foundations for the conservatory have the potential to disturb archaeological deposits relating to past activity in this area.  For this reason, it has been recommended that a brief piece of archaeological recording should take place on those features to be removed, and an archaeological watching brief should be undertaken on the foundation excavations.

1.2
This brief is designed to ensure that the necessary recording and observation takes place during construction work.  This brief should contain sufficient information to enable it to be submitted to suitably experienced archaeological contractors for the purposes of obtaining quotations.
2.0
Historical/Archaeological Background

2.1
The Old Vicarage is currently one of two dwellings formed by the division of a larger structure.  The earliest part of this structure is that part present in the other dwelling, now known as Vicarage cottage.  This part seems to have started as a tower in the 13th century, wit h a barrel vault present in part of the basement.  In the latest interpretation of the structure, Ryder
 suggests that this is one of the earliest surviving secular buildings in the county.  He suggests that the vaulted area at the western end of this range may have been a service wing, with the more heavily rebuilt eastern end being the original hall.  

2.2
The Old Vicarage seems to have been built onto the southern side of the hall sometime in the 16th century, although Ryder suggests this on the basis of the character of the visible fabric, although he also suggests that the plan of the building as a whole is reminiscent of a hall and cross-passage plan, with the Old Vicarage representing the hall.  Ryder also suggests that the Cottage may once have had a further cross passage and also a detached kitchen block.  This block appears to have been remodelled in the 18th and 19th century, and very few traces of earlier opening exist to allow possible refinement of its interpretation.  This uncertainty is also a result of a lack on detailed archaeological study of the building.  This uncertainty means that even quite modest alterations to the fabric have the potential to provide new information about its history and development.  In addition, with the Old Vicarage having been heavily altered over the years, the elements such as the fireplace that will be altered under the current proposals form an interesting and important part of the buildings history despite their recent date.  For this reason, we consider that a basic piece of photographic recording should take place, to provide a record of the structure as it currently is.

2.3
From the above information, and the accompanying plan, it is clear that the proposed conservatory lies adjacent to parts of the Vicarage Cottage that have a medieval origin.  In addition, our lack of certainty over the development of the building makes the site of the proposed conservatory of considerable archaeological potential.  In light of the small amount of disturbance to be caused by the development, we consider that an archaeological watching brief on this area is sufficient to ensure that any such information is properly recorded prior to its destruction.

3.0
Aims of Work

3.1
This brief covers two main pieces of work.  These consist of recording work on the alterations to the building and walls that will be obscured by the conservatory, and an archaeological watching brief on the foundations for the conservatory.

3.2
The first phase of work will consist of the recording of elements of the building.  As shown on the accompanying plan, the areas that need to be recorded are: the partition Wall that will be removed by the alterations; the fireplace area that will be altered; the area of the new doorway in the family room; and the external walls that will be obscured by the new conservatory.  This recording work must take the form of a basic black and white print photographic record of these areas.

3.3
The second phase will consist of the observation by an n archaeologist suitably experienced in buildings archaeology, of the excavations of the foundations for the new conservatory.  As well as possible previously unknown medieval structural remains that might be present in this area, any other remains relating to the history of the building, such as later structures, refuse deposits or stray finds should be fully recorded

4.0
Methodology: Building Recording

4.1 The photographic record is intended to provide a photographic record of the elements shown on the accompanying plans. The record should be made in black and white print film, with a graduated metric scale present in each frame.  Rectified photography is not required in this case.  It is envisaged that between 10 and 15 photographs will be sufficient to record these elements.

5.0
Methodology 2:  Watching brief during construction

5.1
During the excavation of the foundations for the conservatory, a suitably experienced archaeologist should be present to record any items of interest that area revealed by these excavations.  This watching brief must conform to the following methodology:

General Standards



i)
All work should be carried out in compliance with the codes of practice of  the Institute of Field Archaeologists (IFA) and should follow the IFA Standards for Watching Briefs.


ii)
All staff must be suitably qualified and experienced for their project roles.

iii)
All staff must familiarise themselves with the archaeological background of the site, and the results of any previous work in the area, prior to the start of work on site.  All staff must be aware of the work required under the specification, and must understand the projects aims and methodologies.

iv)
The excavations shall be subject to observation by the archaeologist observation shall involve the systematic examination and accurate recording of all archaeological features, horizons and artefacts identified.  This must include foundations, service trenches, and any other ground disturbance necessary for this development.

v)
If archaeological remains are uncovered, the archaeologist will be given the opportunity of excavating and recording the remains before they are destroyed. 

vi)
A full and proper record (written, graphic and photographic as appropriate) should be made for all work, using pro forma record sheets and text descriptions appropriate to the work.  Accurate scale plans and section 
drawings should be drawn at 1:50, 1:20 and 1:10 scales as appropriate.  Where skeletons are encountered, they should be recorded by photography and the use of pro forma skeleton recording sheets.

vii)
The area watched by the archaeologist should be accurately tied into the National Grid and located on a 1:2500 or 1:250 map of the area.  The watched areas, the deposits and the base of all features and contexts within them must be adequately levelled.  

viii)
A photographic record of all contexts should be taken in colour
transparency and black and white print and should include a clearly visible, graduated metric scale.  A register of all photographs should be kept.

ix)
In the event of human burials being discovered, the archaeologist will procure and comply with all statutory consents and licences under the Burial Act 1857.
x)
Where any part of a human burial is disturbed, the whole burial must be archaeologically excavated.
 Storage
i)
During and after the excavation, all recovered artefacts must be stored in the appropriate materials and storage conditions to ensure minimal deterioration and loss of information (this should include controlled storage, correct packaging, regular monitoring of conditions, immediate selection for conservation of vulnerable material).


ii)
All storage must have appropriate security provision. 

Finds Processing
i)
All finds processing, conservation work and storage of finds must be carried out in compliance with the IFA Guidelines for Finds Work and those set by UKIC.


ii)
Artefact collection and discard policies must be fit for the defined purpose.

iii)
The deposition and disposal of artefacts must be agreed with the legal owner and recipient museum prior to the work taking place.  Where the landowner decides to retain artefacts adequate provision must be made for recording them.


iv)
All retained artefacts must be cleaned and packaged in accordance with the 
requirements of the recipient museum.

Site Archive
i)
The archive should be submitted to the County SMR within 6 months of the end of fieldwork.  The location of artefacts must be stated in the 
archive.

Monitoring

i)
Reasonable access to the site for the purposes of monitoring the watching brief will be afforded to the County Archaeologist, or their nominees at all times.  It is also expected that they should be kept informed of any discoveries as soon as possible.  This must especially be the case if remains worthy of preservation are encountered, when early discussions as to how this might be accommodated within the works scheme would be highly desirable.

6.0 Methodology 3: Report

The report must cover both the buildings recording and the watching brief

6.1
The report should be bound, with each page and paragraph numbered.

6.2
The report should include as a minimum the following:



i.
A location plan of the site



ii.
A location plan of the extent of the watching brief within the site.



iii.
Plans and sections of archaeology located.



iv.
A summary statement of the results.



v.
A table summarising the deposits, features, classes and numbers of artefacts encountered and spot dating of significant finds. 

vi. A plan showing the location of each of the elements recorded by means of the photographs, cross referenced to the photograph numbers.



vii
The photographs recording the elements outlined above.  These must be presented in black and white print format, with each photograph selected mounted, labelled and cross referenced to the plan mentioned above.

6.3
Publication

i)
A copy of the report should be submitted by the archaeologist to the commissioning client, and the County SMR within 2 months of completion of the 
work.  A copy of the report should be lodged with a convenient local library, the 
Northumberland Records Office, and a summary prepared for 'Archaeology in 
Northumberland'.


ii)
A contingency should be included to allow submission  to a local or national journal if appropriate.
7.0
Archive

7.1
The site archive should be prepared to the standard specified in the Management of Archaeological Projects, appendix 3 (HBMC 1991) and in accordance with the Guidelines for the Preparation of Excavation Archives for Long Term Storage (UKIC 1990).  A summary account of the context record should be included and written by the supervising archaeologist.
9.0
Access and Monitoring

9.1
Access at all reasonable times must be given to the officer of the Planning Department of Castle Morpeth Borough Council and the Conservation Team of Northumberland County Council.

10.0
Further Details

10.1
Further details can be obtained from:

Assistant County Archaeologist

Conservation Team

Northumberland County Council

County Hall

Morpeth

Northumberland

NE61 2EF

01670 - 534057

FOR COPYRIGHT REASONS, ALL MAPS SUPPLIED BY NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY COUNCIL MUST BE RETURNED TO THEM ON COMPLETION OF THE PROJECT

Summary of monitoring works required:

· Recording of external walls to be obscured by conservatory

· Recording in advance of opening up of new / re-opened doorway

· Removal of partition wall to be recorded

· Changes to fireplace – to be recorded in advance

· Archaeological watching brief on all groundworks associated with building work
REFERENCES

Published and unpublished sources

BRP


Finds Manual, 2000

BRP


Health and Safety Document

English Heritage
Archaeology Division Research Agenda, 1997.

English Heritage
Management of Archaeological Projects 2, 1991.

English Heritage
A strategy for the Care and Investigation of Finds. Ancient Monuments Laboratory, 1995.

IFA 2000 

Code of Conduct

IFA 2001 

Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Field Evaluation.

Ryder, PF. 1995 
‘Towers and Bastles in Northumberland A Survey in 1994/5: Part III Castle Morpeth District’. Unpublished Report for Northumberland County Council

� Ryder, PF. 1995 ‘Towers and Bastles in Northumberland A Survey in 1994/5: Part III Castle Morpeth District’. Unpublished Report for Northumberland County Council





_________________________________________________________________________________________

The Bamburgh Research Project

         For Mr Michael Spriggs.



