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1. Executive Summary
An archaeological evaluation was undertaken by Archaeological Research Services Ltd on behalf of Mr. J. Porteous at 4, The Peth, Wooler, Northumberland (National Grid Reference NT 9927 2788), between February 21-25, 2005, in advance of a dwelling construction. This evaluation comprised the excavation of a single trench, measuring 10m by 2m, orientated east-west on empty ground used as a garden for at least seventy years. The trench exposed a series of linear and circular features, all of which provided artefacts from the modern era, most of which probably belong to the late nineteenth or early twentieth centuries.
2. Introduction

2.1
The evaluation at The Old Joiner’s Yard, The Peth, was undertaken in advance of the construction of a dwelling. This plot lies in the vicinity of the Church of St. Mary’s (Figure 1) and on a terrace where it was thought Medieval deposits could survive. The investigations, however, provided evidence of only modern activity, represented by a series of ditches and pits containing modern glass, ceramics, machine produced nails, and pet burials.
3. Background

3.1
The market town of Wooler lies in North Northumberland on a major north-south route between Morpeth and Coldstream. This town is often referred to as the ‘Gateway to the Cheviots’ and affords easy access to the hills, but also benefits from being surrounded by fertile lowlands in the immediate vicinity. Agricultural potential has therefore been traditionally high, as the town benefited from both upland pasture and lowland arable. The soils and other deposits in this region are glacial or post-glacial in origin, and consist of thick deposits of sand and gravel.
3.2
The prehistoric settlement of Wooler is poorly understood, but its environs have been subject to considerable research. Investigation of the Milfield Plain has afforded important evidence of Mesolithic, Neolithic, and Saxon era settlement and continues to be a focus of long-term research programmes (e.g. Waddington 1999). The site of Yeavering was an important royal centre in the Saxon era, as was Milfield itself. On the northern outskirts of Wooler lies Humbeldon Hill, an Iron Age hillfort, which has provided evidence of hut circles; adjacent to this site is Harehope Hill, which has afforded similar evidence. Evidence of cairns from the Bronze Age are well known in the area immediately surrounding Wooler—at Hart Heugh, Fredden Hill, and Yeavering. A Bronze Age cist was recorded in 1872 at the southern margins of the town (Dodds 1935, 59). Rock-art is also known in the region in the form of cup and ring-marked stones, and a boulder decorated with such motifs was found in Wooler in the 19th century (SMR No. 1534), although its provenance is somewhat uncertain as it was found built into a house. A sculptured stone, possibly prehistoric, was found at the junction of Ramsey’s Lane and the Market Place in the 1930s (SMR No. 1561), but its provenance and dating also remains uncertain. Finally, to the south of Wooler there are earthworks of uncertain date known at the Kettles.

3.3
The Medieval settlement of the town is also unsatisfactorily understood. Textual evidence for the existence of a late Saxon church situated on the site of the present Church of St. Mary exists (Cramp 1984, 233). However, the earliest documented settlement of Wooler dates from 1105 when the manor of Wooler was conferred on Robert Muschamp by Henry I. The town received a market charter in 1199 (Dodds 1935, 235). Development was affected from the 13th century onwards by the Anglo-Scots Wars, and also by the raids of the Border Reivers, but Wooler nevertheless retained market status and significance as a local centre of commerce. A 16th century tower exists in Wooler, and it is probable that this lies on the site of a 12th century timber castle (Williams 2005, 19). Evidence of boundary walls exist in the town but the ages of these are uncertain, although there is a probability that some of them derive from the Medieval era. The existence of Medieval messuage has been inferred from early map sources, but the extent of the Medieval town remains unresolved. However, the layout suggests that the foundations of the present settlement were largely established during this era. Recent investigations have encountered compelling evidence for some Medieval deposits near the Glendale Gateway Trust offices (Williams 2004, 2005).
3.4
The fortunes of Wooler oscillated considerably in the post- Medieval era, effected by economic instability associated with the agricultural economy. A general decline in prosperity was noted in the early and middle of the nineteenth century, but the fortunes of the town changed for the better again after this (Dodds 1935, 230ff). The centre of Wooler was renewed, as were many of the houses. The investigation area, however, seems to have remained largely undeveloped and kept as a garden. This was confirmed through oral history, as the present owner recalls that in his childhood (over seventy years ago), the development area was a garden. In the Ordnance Survey maps extending back to 1860, no structures were recorded on the plot, nor are any indicated in the Tithe Map of 1843 (Figures 5 and 6). The steepness of the terrace contiguous with the plot to be developed suggests that extensive landscaping and build-up was undertaken, and this was confirmed by the landowner in that both he and his wife mentioned the removal of fifty tonnes of soil when this terrace was formed into its present shape.

4. Method Statement
4.1
The excavation consisted of the investigation of a single trench, measuring 10m X 2m (Figures 2 and 3). The soil was removed in shallow spits from the trench by a mechanical digger with a toothless bucket measuring 1.20m in width. The entire process was monitored by an archaeologist. Once a sterile, natural deposit had been encountered, the removal of topsoil ceased and the trench was cleaned by trowel, photographed, and drawn in plan at a scale of 1:20. 

4.2
All features were investigated archaeologically, by being sectioned, photographed, and recorded. The plan was made at a 1:20 scale. All the contexts were recorded on pro-forma sheets, and a context register, along with a section, plan, and photographic register, were produced for ultimate inclusion in the archive. The artefactual material was bagged according to context.
5. Evaluation Results

5.1
A trench measuring 10m X 2m was dug by a machine to a depth of ca. 0.55m. At this depth, a sterile deposit of sand was encountered (Fig 4), in which a series of trenches and pits were observed (Fig 3). Each of these was investigated archaeologically, but all of them afforded material from the modern era in the form of machine manufactured nails, modern glass and ceramic, clay pipes, and small animal bone. In some cases, the latter appear to have been purposefully buried and as such may represent pet burials. To establish that none of these features were of any archaeological significance, four sections were dug through features that did not provide artefacts in the surface deposits. The results are outlined here.
5.2
A long east-west orientated ditch (004, 005) was observed in the northern half of the trench, nearest the terraced edge of the plot. This was sectioned along the easternmost trench wall, and a quantity of modern ceramic, glass, clay-pipe fragments and animal bone was recovered from the fill. The depth of the ditch exceeded 0.7m. This ditch might be the same as 012, 103 encountered in the western half of the trench, as this is orientated in the same direction and is of roughly the same dimensions. The interruption of the ditch cannot be explained, so it is possible that it was segmented and represents some sort of cultivation ditch associated with domestic cultivation. Indeed, the artefact component of 012 is largely the same as for 004: clay-pipe fragments, modern glass and modern ceramic material, as well as drainage tile.
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Section through 004, 005 (scale 0.5m)
5.3
Another long ditch is represented by 006 and 007. This feature resolved itself into a small, shallow pit at the easternmost extension of the trench (Figure 3), but small patches of dark soil equivalent in shade to the fill (006) recur in a linear fashion, which leads to the supposition that the pit represents a small portion of a shallow ditch that survived only because of a subtle grade towards the east of the site. This pit (or ditch) feature afforded fragments of machine produced nails, modern glass, and modern ceramic material.
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Section through 007, 007 (scale 0.1m)
The same content of artefactual material was forthcoming from another small pit (008, 009) at the southernmost boundary of the trench, although herein was a larger quantity of small animal remains. All these were disarticulated, so they perhaps represent the discard of food waste. A similar pattern is observed in the nearby pit 010, 011: this also contains modern ceramic and glass, as well as the disarticulated remains of small animals. The larger pit of 020, 021 also contains disarticulated animal remains, along with machine manufactured nails, modern glass and ceramic material.
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Section through 008, 009 (scale 0.5m)
5.4
Three north-south orientated trenches (024, 025, 026, 027, 028) truncate the course of 012, 013. A section through 024 demonstrated the existence of an articulated animal deposit, which has led to the inference that this represents the purposeful burial of a pet. The size of the animal suggests that it was a cat or a small dog. In addition to the animal remains, glass and machine produced nails were recovered from the deposit. The same assortment of artefacts were encountered in the other north-south orientated ditches.
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Section through 012, 013 (scale 0.5m)
6. Conclusions

6.1
This evaluation did not result in the discovery of any cultural features or deposits that predated the modern era. All the activity represented in the trench was of an unequivocally modern date and there was no evidence to suggest that they overlay earlier deposits.
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Fig 2.  Plan of the Development Area and Evaluation Trench
Fig 3
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Fig 4. View along the evaluation trench (2m scale)
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Fig 5. Wooler Tithe Map 1843
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Fig 6. Wooler first edition OS Map 1860

Appendix I: Stratigraphic Relationships and Context Descriptions

This section provides a summary of the contexts observed during the excavation of the trench, and illustrates their stratigraphic relationship in the form of a Harris Matrix.
	Context Number
	Type
	Description

	001
	Deposit
	Topsoil

	002
	Deposit
	Subsoil

	003
	Deposit
	Natural sand deposit underlying the site

	004
	Fill of 005
	Dark brown fill, full of organic matter (animal bone), modern glass, ceramic, and tile, as well as fragments of clay pipes

	005
	Cut containing 004
	Long east-west orientated trench

	006
	Fill of 006
	Dark brown fill, containing glass and recent ceramic material

	007
	Cut containing 006
	Long shallow trench with an east-west orientation

	008
	Fill of 009
	Dark brown, organic rich deposit, containing small animal remains, recent glass, ceramic, and bottle caps

	009
	Cut containing 008
	Small pit

	010
	Fill of 011
	Dark brown, organic rich deposit, containing small animal bones and glass

	011
	Cut containing 010
	Small circular feature, possibly a pet burial

	012
	Fill of 013
	Medium brown fill of a trench containing clay pipe fragments, glass, modern ceramic, and animal bone. Identical to 014, 016, 018

	013
	Cut containing 012
	Cut of east-west orientated trench. Probably the same as 015, 017, 019

	014
	Fill of 015
	Same as 012

	015
	Cut containing 014
	Same as 013

	016
	Fill of 017
	Same as 012

	017
	Cut containing 016
	Same as 013

	018
	Fill of 019
	Same as 012

	019
	Cut containing 018
	Same as 013

	020
	Fill of 021
	Dark brown fill of pit, containing modern glass, some animal bone, and machine produced nails

	021
	Cut containing 020
	Cut of pit

	022
	Fill of 023
	Same as 020

	023
	Cut containing 022
	Same as 021

	024
	Fill of 025
	Dark brown fill of trench, containing modern glass and ceramic, and an animal burial recorded in section

	025
	Cut containing 024
	North-South orientated trench

	026
	Fill of 027
	Dark brown fill of trench, containing machine produced nails and glass

	027
	Cut containing 026
	North-South orientated trench

	028
	Fill of 029
	Dark brown fill of trench, containing machine produced nails and glass

	029
	Cut containing 028
	North-South orientated trench
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Appendix II: Specification for Evaluation

Archaeological Specification for land at the Joiner’s Yard, adjacent to 4 The Peth, Wooler, Northumberland

	For:
Mr. J. Porteus

By:
Archaeological Research Services Ltd

4th February 2005
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1. Introduction

1.1
This written scheme of investigation has been prepared by Archaeological Research Services Ltd for Mr. J. Porteus in line with a brief supplied by Northumberland County Council. It consists of a project design for an evaluation of the area to be affected by the development at the the Joiner’s Yard site in Wooler, Northumberland.

2. Background

2.1
The Joiner’s Yard development area lies within area that is exceptionally rich in archaeological remains dating from the Mesolithic through to medieval times. The site lies on a bluff overlooking the Wooler Water 160m to the east. Being situated above the flood plain of this river and within the area of the medieval extent of Wooler the Joiner’s Yard site is considered to be in an archaeologically sensitive location. Documentary sources indicate that there has been a settlement at Wooler since at least the period soon after the Norman Conquest, when the manor of Wooler was conferred on the Muschamp family by Henry I. The position of the town, close to the border with Scotland, meant that it suffered hardship throughout the Middle Ages, although it still seems to have continued as a regional commercial centre at this time.

2.2
The form of the medieval town has recently been examined through an archaeological survey of the town, conducted as part of Northumberland County Council’s Extensive Urban Survey Programme.  This survey has identified that the present street pattern of the town is likely to strongly reflect its medieval predecessor. The early town would have consisted of a series of narrow properties fronting onto Main Street, Market Street and The Peth, with strips of land to the rear, known as burgage plots, which were used for a variety of craft, industrial and rubbish disposal activities. The survey suggests that the site of the present development lies within this historic core to the town. It therefore has the potential to disturb important archaeological remains associated with the medieval and later settlement at Wooler.

3. Aims

3.1
This project aims to accord with national and regional research agendas and in particular those relating to Anglo-Saxon medieval studies. Currently very little is known about the medieval town of Wooler and so any archaeological findings will contribute to enhancing understanding of this historic market town.

3.2
The project aims can be summarised as follows:

· Establish the presence/absence of surviving archaeological remains, their quality, depth and degree of preservation

· Identify and record all archaeological deposits within the evaluation area. 

· Establish the likely chronological range of any remains.

· Characterise the nature and form of the deposits/structural remains.

4. Strategy

4.1
The site comprises a building plot on ground currently forming the Joiner’s Yard. The evaluation will comprise a single trench measuring 10m by 2m on the footprint of the proposed dwelling running across the suspected burgage plots. Should changes to the trench dimensions be necessary, they will be discussed with the Assistant County Archaeologist and approved prior to work commencing on site. The topsoil will be removed by machine under continuous archaeological supervision and the exposed archaeological horizon cleaned back by hand. All features will be recorded and then fully excavated by hand.

5. Project Management and Standards
5.1
The project will carried out in compliance with the codes of conduct of the Institute of Field Archaeologists (IFA) (2000) and will follow the IFA Standard and Guidance for Excavations (1995).

5.2
All staff employed on the project will be suitably qualified and experienced for their respective project roles and have practical experience of archaeological excavation and recording. All staff will be made aware of the medieval origins of Wooler and the location and direction of known burgage plots and will be fully briefed of the work required by this specification. Each member of staff will be fully conversant with the aims and methodologies and will be given a copy of this written scheme of investigations to read. The evaluation team will be led by Clive Waddington who is an expert on the archaeology and geomorphology of the area. This will ensure that appropriate decisions regarding environmental and dating sampling will be able to be made in the field.

5.3
Deposits that have the potential for providing environmental or dating evidence will be assessed while work is in progress. 

6. Methods

6.1
Topsoil and unstratified modern material will be removed by a machine with a backactor using a wide toothless ditching bucket, under continuous archaeological supervision.

6.2
The topsoil or recent overburden will be removed down to the first significant archaeological horizon in successive level spits.

6.3
No machinery will track over areas that have previously been stripped.

6.4
The whole area will be cleaned using appropriate hand tools in order to expose any surviving archaeological features and deposits.

6.5
All archaeological features and deposits will be recorded on a pre-excavation plan before excavation, sampling and recording. 

6.6
All features exposed will be excavated by hand. Typically this will comprise 50% sampling of every discrete feature; 25% sample of linear/curvilinear features with a non-uniform fill and 10% sample of linear/curvilinear features with a uniform fill. 

6.7
The sampling strategy comprises putting all feature fills through a 10mm mesh to maximise finds recovery. If the fill is thought to have potential for environmental sampling a minimum of 30 litres (3 buckets), or if less 100% of the deposit, will be flotated on site and passed through graduated sieves with the smallest being 500( (0.5mm). All discrete features will be assessed for their potential for providing environmental or dating evidence. This will include features such as pits, hearths, ovens, occupation surfaces, primary ditch silts, placed deposits and burials, and some structural features such as post holes, stake holes and construction slots and eaves drips.

6.8
In the event of human burials being discovered, they will be left in situ, covered and protected and the coroners’ office informed.  If removal is essential, work will comply with relevant Home Office regulations.

6.9
Appropriate procedures under the relevant legislation will be followed in the event of the discovery of artefacts covered by the provisions of the Treasure Act 1996.

6.10
During and after the excavation, all recovered artefacts and environmental samples will be stored in appropriate materials and storage conditions to ensure minimal deterioration and loss of information (this will include controlled storage, correct packaging, regular monitoring of conditions, immediate selection for conservation of vulnerable material).

7. Recording

7.1
The site will be accurately tied into the National Grid and located on a 1:2500 or 1:1250 map of the area.

7.2
A full and proper record (written, graphic and photographic as appropriate) will be made for all work, using pro-forma record sheets and text descriptions appropriate to the work.  Accurate scale plans and section drawings will be drawn at 1:50, 1:20 and 1:10 scales as appropriate

7.3
All archaeological deposits and features will be recorded with above ordnance datum (AOD) levels.

7.4
A photographic record of all contexts will be taken in colour transparency and black and white print and will include a clearly visible, graduated metric scale. A register of all photographs will be kept.

7.5
Where stratified deposits are encountered, a 'Harris' matrix will be compiled.

8. Finds Processing and Storage

8.1
All finds processing, conservation work and storage of finds will be carried out in compliance with the IFA guidelines for Finds Work (2001) and those set out by UKIC (1990).

8.2
Artefact collection and discard policies will be appropriate for the defined purpose.

8.3
Finds will be scanned to assess the date range of the assemblage and to establish the potential for further information for all categories of finds.

8.4
Bulk finds which are not discarded will be washed and, with the exception of animal bone, marked. Marking and labeling will be indelible and irremovable by abrasion. Bulk finds will be appropriately bagged, boxed and recorded. This process will be carried out no later than two months after the end of the excavation. 

8.5
All small finds will be recorded as individual items and appropriately packaged (e.g. lithics in self-sealing plastic bags and ceramic in acid-free tissue paper). Vulnerable objects will be specially packaged and textile, painted glass and coins stored in appropriate specialist systems. This process will be carried out within two days of the small find being excavated.  Prehistoric pottery will not be cleaned or be subject to any abrasion or loss of adhesing residues.

8.6
During and after the excavation all objects will be stored in appropriate materials and storage conditions to ensure minimal deterioration and loss of information (inc. controlled storage, correct packaging, and regular monitoring, immediate selection for conservation of vulnerable material). All storage will have appropriate security provision.

8.7
Assessment and analysis of artefacts and environmental samples will be carried out by an approved named specialist. Lithics and pottery will be looked at by Clive Waddington while environmental assessment will be undertaken by Jacqui Cotton or Jenny Moore (after consultation with Jacqui Huntley).

8.8
The deposition and disposal of artefacts will be agreed with the legal owner (Mr. J. Porteus) and Museum of Antiquities prior to the work taking place. All finds except treasure trove are the property of the landowner (Mr. J. Porteus).

8.9
All retained artefacts and ecofacts will be cleaned and packaged in accordance with the requirements of the recipient museum.

9. Site archive

9.1
The archive will be compiled in an orderly fashion to the standards and format set out in Management of Archaeological Projects (HBMC 1991) and in accordance with the Guidelines for the Preparation of Excavation Archives for Long Term Storage (UKIC 1990). This includes the indexing, ordering, quantification and checking for consistency of all original context records, object records, bulk find records, sample records, skeleton records (if recovered), photographic records, drawing records, photographs, drawings, level books, site note books, spot dating records and conservation records. A stratigraphy report and site matrix will accompany the primary record together with copies of all specialist reports, summary documents and photographic archive.

9.2
The archive will be deposited with the Museum of Antiquities of Newcastle upon Tyne within 6 months of the fieldwork once all post-excavation work is completed and the final report produced.

10. Report

10.1
A report will be produced within 10 working days of the completion of archaeological fieldwork. Two copies of the report (one bound, one unbound) will be submitted to the NCC Conservation Team and one to the client.  Each report will be bound with each page and paragraph numbered and will include as a minimum the following:

· Planning application number, NCC Conservation Team Reference, OASIS reference, and an 8 figure grid reference

· A location plan of the site

· A location plan of the excavation showing the distribution of archaeological remains across the site.  This will be at a suitable scale, and located with reference to the national grid, to allow the results to be accurately plotted on the Sites and Monuments Record.

· Detailed plans and sections of all archaeology located.

· A summary statement and discussion of the results.

· A table summarising the deposits, features, classes and numbers of artefacts encountered and spot dating of significant finds.

11. OASIS

11.1
ARS Ltd will complete an on-line OASIS form for this evaluation. ARS Ltd is a registered contractor on the OASIS system and has uploaded archaeological reports before.

12. Dissemination/Publication

12.1
A copy of the report will be submitted by the archaeologist to the developer and the County within 10 working days of the completion of the work.

12.2
A summary will be prepared for ‘Archaeology in Northumberland’ if appropriate.

12.3
A short article will be prepared for a local journal if appropriate.

13. Monitoring

13.1
The NCC Conservation Team will be informed of the start date and timetable for the evaluation in advance of work commencing. Reasonable access to the site will be allowed to the County Archaeologist or their nominee for the purpose of monitoring the archaeological scheme at all times.
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