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Executive Summary 
An archaeological desk-based assessment was undertaken by Archaeological Research Services Ltd (ARS 
Ltd) on behalf of Hinckleys Limited. The study area comprised of the now-derelict Marquis of Granby 
Hotel, Sickleholme, Bamford, Derbyshire and included a 1km radius ‘buffer’ around the site. Known and 
potential archaeological sites were identified within this area using Sites Records (SMR, NMR etc.), and 
documentary and cartographic sources. 
 
The assessment identified a lack of evidence relating to the historical development of the building itself though 
through cartographic evidence it was possible to trace the development of the Marquis of Granby from farm to 
public house and Inn. The assessment also identified evidence for prehistoric activity within the study area and 
the potential for the land around the Marquis of Granby to contain buried archaeology from the end of the 
last Ice Age to the present day. 
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1. Introduction 
1.1 This document reports the findings of a desk-based assessment undertaken by James 

Brightman of Archaeological Research Services Ltd on behalf of Hinckleys Limited. 
The assessment focused on the Marquis of Granby Hotel, Bamford, Derbyshire. 

 
1.2 In preparation of this assessment, the study area was defined as a 1km radius circle 

centred on the Marquis of Granby Hotel. The study area was used to identify any 
known or potential archaeological sites, and produce an archaeological assessment of 
the area and the impact that any redevelopment of the Marquis of Granby Hotel site 
may have. 

 
2. Location, Land Use and Geology 
2.1 The centre of the study area is located at the Marquis of Granby Hotel (NGR SK 

2077 8228). The hotel lies to the South of the village of Bamford in the Derbyshire 
Peak District on the south side of the A6187 opposite the junction with the A6013, 
on the north bank of the River Derwent, and a few hundred metres south east of the 
confluence of the Rivers Derwent and Noe. The Marquis of Granby site is currently 
derelict and is concreted over, with the exception of the building itself and a small 
overgrown grassed play area to the east of the hotel building. This site lies at 140m 
OD. 

 

 
 

Fig. 1  Location of the Marquis of Granby and the 1km study area around the site. 
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2.2 The 1km radius study area encompasses: 

� Parts of the small hamlets of Shatton, Sickleholme and the area around 
Mytham Bridge. 

� The housing on Station Lane which leads into Bamford proper. 
� The housing on Saltergate Lane which leads to the Bamford Filters Sewage 

and Water Treatment Plant on Bamford Clough (outside the study area).  
� Bamford Station. 
� Part of the 18-hole Sickleholme golf course. 
� The rest of the study area comprises agricultural land both to the south of 

the River Derwent, and to the north on the slopes approaching Bamford 
village. 

 
2.3 The Marquis of Granby lies at a widening of the valley at the confluence of the 

Rivers Derwent and Noe in the middle-upper reaches of the river system. The hotel 
stands on a post glacial river terrace above the Derwent. The position of the rivers 
and the valley itself is a product of the solid geology of the area as Bamford and the 
Marquis of Granby sit between the Limestone plateau to the south and the sheer 
edges of the Millstone Grit to the north. At the interface of the two, there is shale 
underlying the drift geology which forms the base of the valley and the riverbed 
(Ford 2002, 17).  

 
 
3. Aims and Objectives 
3.1 This desk-based assessment has been undertaken in order to form part of the 

necessary supporting information that will accompany a planning application to the 
Peak District National Park Authority. The results of this desk-based assessment will 
allow for a strategy for any further archaeological work to be undertaken prior to, or 
as the result of, the planning application. This report aims to summarise and 
synthesise the available archaeological and historical resource available for the study 
area and use this to highlight any archaeological constraints which would affect 
potential development on the site. 

 
4. Methodoloy 
4.1 A search of the Derbyshire Sites and Monuments Record (SMR) was made, as well 

as online consultation of the National Monuments Record (NMR) and the Online 
Access to the Index of Archaeological Investigations (OASIS). These preliminary 
searches provide information on Scheduled Ancient Monuments, Listed Buildings, a 
list of any other archaeological sites and monuments, as well as references to 
previous archaeological work conducted in the area. Any further archaeological sites 
were identified through a search of relevant historic maps and documents held at the 
Derbyshire County Record Office in Matlock, the Peak District National Park 
Authority  (PDNPA) offices at Aldern House, Bakewell and at Bakewell Library 
(Local History Section). The following is a list of sources consulted for this desk-
based assessment: 

� Derbyshire SMR. 
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� National Monuments Record. 
� Historic Landscape Character Information held by the PDNPA. 
� Plans and maps of the study area including Ordnance Survey first and second 

editions, and the 1842 Tithe Map. 
� Place name evidence. 
� Aerial Photographic evidence supplied by the PDNPA. 
� Historical documents and photographs held by the Derbyshire County 

Records Office, Matlock and the Bakewell Library (Local History Section). 
� Relevant archaeological archive reports of which the only report relevant to 

the study area is the 1989 Garner House Farm Survey (Barnatt 1989) 
supplied by the PDNPA. 

� Archaeological and historical journals and books. 
� Trade and business directories held by the Derbyshire County Records 

Office. 
� Relevant web material. 
� Listed building records (not applicable to this report). 
� Geological/soil maps and surveys. 
� Engineers test-pitting data (not applicable to this report). 
� Records of previous mineral extraction (not applicable to this report). 

 
4.3 Up until its closure, the Marquis of Granby Hotel had been used as the meeting 

place for the Masonic lodges of Padley (consecrated 1946) and Longshaw 
(consecrated 1977). The Provincial Grand Lodge of Derbyshire holds a library which 
may contain information relating to the construction and maintenance of the 
Marquis of Granby Hotel but they were unwilling to grant access to the library for 
the purpose of this report. It is possible that some of the interior architecture and 
arrangement of rooms and spaces were constructed or altered to reflect Masonic 
Lodge layout requirements. 

 
4.4 A brief site visit was made to obtain digital images but as access is not allowed 

currently, it was not possible to inspect the Marquis of Granby Hotel at a close 
distance.  

 
4.5 Once all available sources had been consulted it was possible to compile a gazetteer 

of known archaeological sites and monuments within the study area (Table One) 
which forms the basis for a period-by-period discussion of the archaeological and 
historical resource.  

 
DBA 
Ref. 

Cross Refs NGR Parish Site Details Date 

1. SMR 1033-MDR4226 
 
NMR SK 28 SW 21 
 
NAR PRN 422830021 

SK 207 823 Bamford Proctor’s 
Nurseries, 
Bamford 

Creswellian flint end 
scraper 

Palaeo-
lithic 

2. NMR SK 28 SW 50 - Bamford South Bamford 
village 

A Neolithic stone axe 
found in Bamford and 

Neo-
lithic 
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assigned to group XX – 
now housed in 
Manchester Museum. 

3. Barnatt 1989, Site A7 SK 2016 8200 
-  SK 2012 
8193 

Bamford Boundary 
Lynchets 

Prominent lynchets 
associated with 
Peppercorn Farm and 
probably wth a 
medieval origin. 

Medieval 

4. Barnatt 1989, Site A4 SK 2011 8205 Bamford Hollow Way Probably and old field 
lane to Shatton, fell out 
of use in the post-
medieval period but 
probably has earlier 
origins. 

Post-
Medieval 

5. Barnatt 1989, Site A13 SK 2120 8163 Bamford Hollow 
Way/Causeway 

Old routeway which 
crosses the old marshy 
river course. Uncertain 
date of origin but had 
fallen out of use by the 
post-medieval period. 

Uncertain 
Post-
Medieval 

6.  SMR 11112-MDR6876 
 
Barnatt 1989, Site A2 

SK 2085 8146 Bamford Banktop Farm, 
Offerton 

Ruin of a substantial 
stone house on a 
former track north west 
of Offerton Hall 

Uncertain 
Post-
Medieval 

7. SMR 1052-MDR6640 SK 2047 8245 Bamford Old Forge, 
Mytham Bridge 

Former Forge, now 
converted to a dwelling. 
Situated on the side of 
the Sheffield-
Sparrowpit turnpike of 
1759. 

Post-
Medieval 

8.  SMR 2629-MDR7086 SK 2033 8259 Bamford Shatton Bridge Bridge over the River 
Noe near to the 
confluence with the 
River Derwent 

Post-
Medieval 

9. SMR 13810-MDR7087 SK2048 8250 Bamford Mytham Bridge Triple-arched bridge 
crossing the River 
Derwent. C. 1857 

Post-
Medieval 

10. SMR 1049-MDR6864 SK 209 844 Bamford Mortimer Toll 
Road 

Bamford section of the 
Mortimer Toll Road 
established 1771 and 
begun in 1775, from 
Grindleford to 
Penistone 

Post-
Medieval 

11.  SMR 13804-MDR2429 
 
NMR SK 18 SE 130 
 
NAR PRN 421840130 

SK 197 852 – 
SK 202 830 

Bamford Thornhill 
Temporary 
Railway 

Remains of a temporary 
line constructed to 
caryy stone for the 
construction of the 
dams in the Upper 
Derwent Valley in the 
early 20th century. 

Post-
Medieval 

12. SMR 1042-MDR6655 SK 2071 8245 Bamford Toll Gate Posts Three large stone gate 
posts, erected on 
present sites in 1984. 
Previously formed the 
edge of a flower bed at 
SK 204 824. Originally 
from the Mytham 

Post-
Medieval 
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Bridge ‘Tollgate’ at 
Bamford. 

13. SMR 1040-MDR6653 SK 2126 8297 Bamford Gate posts Originally from the 
entrance to Derwent 
Hall, these were moved 
to present position 
when Derwent Hall was 
submerged by the dam 
constructions. 

Post-
Medieval 

14. NMR SK 28 SW 85 SK 214 814 Bamford Sickleholme 
Golf Course 

A 18 hole meadowland 
golf course founded in 
1895 

Post-
Medieval 

15. NMR SK 28 SW 85 SK 2079 8251 Bamford Bamford 
Railway Station 

Railway Station opened 
in 1893 on the Dore 
and Chinley Railway 

Post-
Medieval 

16. Barnatt 1989, Site A1 SK 2015 8205 Bamford Peppercorn 
Farm 

Site of a ruined farm 
complex consisting of 2 
buildings and 3 yards. 
Demolished between 
1848 and 1926. 

Post-
Medieval 

 
Table 1  Tabulation of archaeological sites within the Marquis of Granby study area. 

 
4.6 The assessment of the archaeological and historical resource is undertaken in the 

following sections: 
� Cultural Heritage Resources 

- Scheduled Ancient Monuments 
- Conservation Areas 
- Listed Buildings 

� Chronological assessment of the resource by period 
- Prehistoric (-AD43) 
- Romano-British (AD43 – AD410) 
- Early Medieval (AD410 – AD 1066) 
- Medieval (AD 1066 – AD 1539) 
- Post-Medieval – Modern (AD 1539 – Present Day) 

 
4.7 The relevant legal framework and planning context relating to this assessment is set 

out by the following documents: 
� Planning Policy Guidance Note 15 (Planning and the Historic Environment) 
� Planning Policy Guidance Note 16 (Archaeology and Planning) 

 
 
5. Assessment Results 
 
5.1 Cultural Heritage Resources 
 
5.1.1 Scheduled Ancient Monuments 

Scheduled Ancient Monuments (SAMs) are archaeological sites or buildings of national importance 
and their status is defined by the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act (1979) and 
the National Heritage Act (1983). Nominally it is the Department of Culture, Media and Sport 
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which maintains the ‘Schedule’ of SAMs, but in practice it is overseen in England by English 
Heritage. If work or alterations are to take place within the boundary of a SAM then Scheduled 
Monument Consent (SMC) must be obtained.  
 
Although there are no SAMs in the study area there are a number nearby. Although 
not scheduled, on Offerton Moor to the South of the study area there are a number 
of important prehistoric features comprising “agricultural clearances…and associated 
ritual sites” (Barnatt 1989, 2) (SMR nos 11106, 11107, 11108, 11109, 11110, 11111). 
To the west of Bamford, at Brough, there is the remains of the Roman fort of Navio 
and its associated vicus (civilian settlement), a Scheduled Ancient Monument.  

 
5.1.2 Status of the Site 

The Marquis of Granby is not a listed building, and the study area does not lie within 
any conservation areas. 

 
5.2 Chronological Assessment 
 
5.2.1 Prehistoric 

The prehistoric period of British history encompasses the Palaeolithic or Old Stone Age 
(c.650,000BC – c. 10,500BC), the Mesolithic or Middle Stone Age (c.10,500BC – c. 
4000BC), the Neolithic or New Stone Age (c. 4000BC – c.2500BC), the Bronze Age 
(c.2500BC – 700BC), and the Iron Age (c. 700BC – AD43) and ends with the arrival of the 
Romans in Britain.  
 
Palaeolithic life and settlement was based on a hunter-gatherer society and seasonal adaptation to the 
climatic conditions of the last Ice Age. The presence of Palaeolithic peoples in the archaeological 
record is rare in Britain and their technology is defined by rough stone tools and bone or antler 
implements. Recent work at Cresswell Crags has revealed the first examples of Late Upper 
Palaeolithic cave art in the British Isles. The retreat of the Ice sheets 12,000 years ago and the 
warming of the climate is seen as the start of the Mesolithic period where Britain was transformed 
not only from a tundra landscape to one of rich deciduous woodland, but also from an extension of 
NW Europe to an island archipelago. This period is again characterised by a hunter-gatherer 
subsistence lifestyle, though there is evidence for exploitation of different types of plants and animals 
than before and limited land management. Recent work in Northumberland has shown that in some 
parts of Britain, the lifestyle of Mesolithic peoples may have been more sedentary and less nomadic 
than previously thought (Waddington in press). 
 
The Neolithic period is traditionally seen as the period when agriculture and a more sedentary 
existence is adopted in the British Isles. The technology of the Neolithic is characterised by new types 
of stone tools including ground and polished stone axe heads and the introduction of ceramics. The 
Bronze Age is characterised by the emergence of metalworking in Britain with copper and bronze 
artefacts found. As a part of this need for raw materials, the Peak District sees the advent of mining 
– an industry which has formed a major part of the economy, character and landscape of the area 
until the present day. Evidence for copper mining has been determined from a radiocarbon dating of 
a mining tool found at Ecton, Staffordshire (Barnatt and Penny 2004, 2.7). This period also sees 
the emergence of a more settled economy seemingly based on intensive arable production and 
formalized field systems, including widespread expansion, and later abandonment of the uplands. 
The Iron Age is characterised in the archaeological record by the emergence of more elaborate 
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metalworking and the introduction of iron artefacts. The monuments most associated with the Iron 
Age in the Peak District are the hillforts of which one of the best known examples – Mam Tor – 
sits at the head of the Hope Valley overlooking Castleton, whilst the earthwork remains at Burr 
Tor, near Great Hucklow lie just 3.5km from the study area. 
 
Although examples of Palaeolithic artefacts are rare, the County SMR has an entry 
for a flint artefact (1033 – MDR4226) within the study area, an “End scraper found 
in Proctor’s Rose Nurseries, near Marquis of Granby Hotel, Bamford, by Mr A. 
Miller of Hunter Archaeological Society. Identified by Mr. A.L. Armstrong as of 
‘Creswellian-type”. Creswellian type denotes a flint tool of the Late Upper 
Palaeolithic, the period at the very end of the Palaeolithic at the end of the last Ice 
Age, and is named Creswellian after the characteristic site of Cresswell Crags on the 
Derbyshire/South Yorkshire border.  
 
The second prehistoric findspot in the area is in an unspecified part of Bamford 
village which may well lie within the north of the study area. The NMR records a 
Neolithic stone axe head of Group XX type found at Bamford and now housed in 
the Manchester Museum (NMR No. SK28SW50). Group XX is a designation given 
to Neolithic stone axeheads of epitodized and ashy grit which originate from a 
source in Charnwood Forest, Leicestershire (Clough and Cummins 1988, 9). Group 
XX axes are reasonably widespread and locally abundant in eastern England, though 
are still prestige finds of archaeological significance, typically associated with felling 
trees and opening up the landscape. They are sometimes found as votive offerings 
associated with pits, ditches and burials. 
 
Although the Palaeolithic flint scraper and the stone axehead represent all the 
prehistoric finds and monuments within the study area, it is worth noting that the hill 
tops to the north, above Bamford Clough,  and south, on Offerton Moor, house a 
number of prehistoric cairns (Barnatt and Collis 1996, 252, 258-9). 3.5km to the 
south of the study area is the hillfort site of Burr Tor. This probable Iron Age 
enclosure encompasses an area of approximately 12 acres within turf ramparts (Hart 
1985, 75). In 2003 Arteamus (Archaeological Research Team University of Sheffield) 
conducted a test pitting project on the site of the Gliding Club car park and 
uncovered evidence of Neolithic activity on the site (McGuire 2004, 45). This 
consisted of evidence of possible post holes, diagnostic flint blades and a fragment 
of a polished stone axe, and an assemblage of Grooved Ware pottery associated with 
the Later Neolithic (McGuire 2004, 30). 
 

5.2.2 Romano-British 
The Romano-British period runs from AD43 to AD410, from Claudius’ invasion until the final 
withdrawal of Roman troops to protect the Western Roman Empire in mainland Europe. The 
north of Britain including the area of the Hope Valley was under Roman control by the end of the 
70’s AD and AD122 the northern boundary of the Roman Empire had been established by the 
building of Hadrian’s Wall. The Roman period is characterised in the archaeological record by the 
arrival of a wide variety of imported material culture, increased agriculture, monumental stone 
buildings, roads and military structures  markedly different to the earth and timber construction of 
the late prehistoric period. One of the key reasons for the Roman occupation of the Peak District 
was the rich Derbyshire lead orefield, and the roads and forts (such as Navio and its vicus) were 
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part of the infrastructure for the lead industry. The Roman lead mining site of Lutadarum is known 
to exist in the Derbyshire orefield from inscribed lead ingots found across the Empire, but has never 
been satisfactorily located (Lane 1986, 97-99). 
 
There are no definitely  confirmed Roman remains within the study area, though the 
proximity of the Roman fort of Navio at Brough should be noted as there may be 
associated routeways within the Bamford area, as Sickleholme and Mytham Bridge 
represent good river crossing points. It has been suggested that the later medieval 
trackway in the south of the study area (following the contour to the north of Garner 
House Farm) may have had its origins as the route of the Roman Road heading to 
Navio (Barnatt 1989, 2). 
 

5.2.3 Early Medieval 
The early medieval period began when the Romans withdrew and is also known as the Anglo-
Saxon period and is sometimes still referred to as the Dark Ages. The period covers the reimposition 
of native British kingdoms along the old tribal boundaries of pre-Roman Britain and the invasions 
of the Angles, Saxons and Jutes from northern Europe and Scandinavia. The Anglo-Saxon 
kingdoms founded by the invaders were in turn invaded by the Danes in the latter part of the Early 
Medieval period, and the Early Medieval comes to a close with the Norman Conquest and the 
defeat of the last Anglo-Saxon King Harold Godwinson at the Battle of Hastings. The Early 
Medieval period saw the reintroduction of Christianity and the founding of the earliest churches date 
from this period. In the Peak District, the withdrawal of the Romans did not affect the mining 
industry, and despite poor documentary evidence, we know that mining was widespread and well-
established (Barnatt and Penny 2004, 2.7). 
 
There are no Early Medieval archaeological or historical remains in the study area 
documented in the local records. However the place name evidence suggests that the 
settlements in the area were originally founded in the Early Medieval period. The 
first documentary evidence for the villages of Bamford and Shatton are found in the 
Domesday Book, the census commissioned by William I in 1085 following the 
Norman Conquest. Shatton is given as Scetune, one of the outliers of Hope (Morris 
1978, 1), and Bamford is given as Banford one of the outlying villages of Hathersage 
(Morris 1978, 10). Sickleholme itself, where the Marquis of Granby and the later golf 
course stand, is interestingly of Norse origin – sicel holmr – and describes the ‘small 
stream in the water meadow’ (Poulton-Smith 2005, 22). 
 

 
5.2.4 Medieval 

The Medieval period runs from the Norman Conquest in 1066 and the accession of William I to 
the dissolution of the monasteries by Henry VIII in 1539. In this period it is common to see the 
emergence in rural areas of a more familiar landscape and many of the place names and street 
layouts that are still there today. The majority of the medieval period saw ‘single field’ agriculture, 
leaving a distinctive archaeological trace visible from aerial photographs and quite often on the 
ground too. As well as the traces of agriculture, documentary and archaeological evidence shows the 
widespread continuation of lead mining. There was a great demand for lead in the Medieval period 
due to the boom in church and cathedral construction (Barnatt and Penny 2004, 2.9). 
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The majority of the cultivation to the south of the River within the study area has 
medieval origins (Barnatt 1989, 1). There are a number of examples of medieval 
strip-cultivation lynchets at the edges of flatter land, where evidence for the medieval 
agriculture has been ploughed out by later farming (Barnatt 1989, 2).  
 
The name of ‘Bamford’ is known in it’s present form by 1228 and means ‘the place 
at the ford with a beam’ showing that the river at this point was treacherous at 
certain times of year and required a footbridge as well as a ford (Poulton-Smith 2005, 
22). 

 
5.2.5 Post Medieval – Modern 

The Post Medieval and Modern periods extend from the end of the medieval period up until the 
present day and the majority of archaeological and historical sites and monuments are from this 
period. In rural areas, enclosure continued to shape the landscape and was enforced by Parliament in 
a series of Enclosure Acts during the 18th and 19th centuries. The movement toward ‘Enclosure’ of 
land not only set out the landscape of large enclosed fields that can be seen today but also provided a 
number of maps and charts showing the Enclosures which are of use in tracing the evolution of a 
landscape. The modern period is generally acknowledged as beginning with the Industrial Revolution 
in the mid-late 18th century. This time saw the genesis of machine power and mass-production, and 
changed the face of Britain. In the Peak District this was a marked change as certain areas, such as 
Arkwright’s first mills at Cromford, became effectively a crucible for the Industrial Revolution. The 
increase in demand for quarry products and agricultural produce to feed the engines and people, along 
with the advent of the railways and the boom in canal transport, shaped the Peak District into the 
landscape which is familiar today. It is in the post-medieval – modern period that lead mining 
reached its peak. The 17th and 18th centuries saw  lead mining on a huge scale before a collapse in 
the late 19th century (Barnatt and Penny 2004, 2.7). In the twentieth century, the decline of 
industry and the introduction of large-scale intensive farming have also had an effect on the rural 
landscape.  
 
The Marquis of Granby Hotel building as it now stands is a product of this period. 
The earliest maps available for the area (1842 Tithe Map) (Fig. 2 below) show the 
building standing as the Sickleholme Farm. The 1880 Ordnance Survey Map (Fig. 3 
below) gives the site as the Sickleholme Public House and the 1881 Kelly’s Trade 
Directory lists the building as the Marquis of Granby under the ownership of James 
Belfield. This evidence shows that the original Sickleholme Farm as noted in the 
1860 Trade Directory became an Inn, possibly due to the increased through trade 
related to the large amounts of lead mining in the moors to the South. The 
positioning of the Inn on a main road outside the village indicates that it was 
changed from a farm in order to service the travelers and tradesmen using the road. 
With the 1880 OS map showing the Sickleholme Public House, and the 1881 Trade 
Directory listing the Marquis of Granby, the adoption of the name can be tied down 
accurately to either of these two years 
 
The 1880 and 1922 editions of the Ordnance Survey maps (Figs 3-4 below) show 
that the groundplan of the Marquis of Granby has changed little since it was the 
Sickleholme Farm and later Sickleholme Public House. The ground plan shows that 
the current layout of the public house appears not to have changed to any great 
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degree despite the building appearing, on a site visit, to have a number of obviously 
modern extensions.   
 

 
 

Fig. 2  1842 Tithe Map of Bamford and Sickleholme. The Sickleholme Farm (later the Marquis of 
Granby) is shown in the bottom right hand corner circled in red. 
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Fig. 3  1880 OS Map showing the Sickleholme Public House circled in red in the top centre of the 
picture. 

 
 

 
 

Fig. 4  1922 OS map showing the Marquis of Granby Hotel. 
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The Marquis of Granby is a popular name for pubs originating in the late 18th 
century and so it would seem an odd choice for a pub renamed in the late 19th 
century, as at Bamford. The Marquis of Granby was John Manners, the eldest son of 
the third Duke of Rutland who distinguished himself in the Seven Years War (1758-
65) becoming the popular hero for the British on the home front. Many pubs 
originating at this time bear his title.  
 
The vast majority of entries in the Derbyshire SMR for the study area relate to this 
period of the post medieval – modern. The SMR entries can be divided into three 
separate categories: structures, roads and trackways, and reused masonry. SMR entry 
1052-MDR6640 covers the Old Forge at Mytham Bridge (SK 2047 8245), originally 
dated to the post medieval period, and now converted into a dwelling. In the far 
south of the study area, the ruins of a supposedly medieval farmhouse at Banktop, 
Offerton (SMR 11112-MDR6876) (SK 2085 8246) have been shown to probably 
have a post medieval origin (Barnatt 1989, 2).The final structural feature listed in the 
SMR as being in the study area is the stone Bridge over the River Noe at Shatton 
(SMR 2629-MDR7086) (SK 2033 8259), that is also listed as post-medieval. At the 
point to the east of the Marquis of Granby where the Upper Hurst Brook crosses the 
present railway line (SK 209 844), the Bamford section of the Mortimer Toll Road is 
listed (SMR 1049-MDR6864). The Mortimer Toll Road was established in 1771 from 
Grindleford to Penistone and was renewed by act of parliament in 1792, but fell into 
disuse and was not renewed in 1813 due to a financial collapse. In the north west of 
the study area, north of the current railway line, there are part of  the remains of the 
Thornhill temporary railway dating to the early 20th century (SMR 13804-MDR2429) 
(SK 197 852 – SK 202 830). This was originally laid out to assist in the transit of 
stone for the construction of the Upper Derwent Dams. The construction of the 
dams in the Upper Derwent Valley resulted in the drowning of large areas of valley. 
One of the buildings lost was Derwent Hall, of which now only the re-erected 
gateposts remain above water (SMR 1040 – MDR6653). The gateposts  were moved 
to their present site on Joan Lane (SK 2126 8297) when the Hall was submerged. 
The final SMR entry relating to the study area is for the reused gate posts of the old 
Toll Gate (SMR 1042-MDR6655). These were originally in the Mytham Bridge 
tollgate and were originally recorded as reused borders for a flowerbed. They have 
now been re-erected at SK 2071 8245.  
 
In addition to the SMR entries, a number of further sites were identified in the area 
to the south of the River Derwent in the unpublished 1989 survey of the lands 
around Garner House Farm (Barnatt 1989). Of the main archaeological sites 
identified, the ruined Bank Top Farm was noted above, and the second is the 
remains of Peppercorn Farm (SK 2015 8205). The Peppercorn Farm site represents 
another phase of the post Medieval farming in the south of the study area. The 
remains of three large yards and two buildings suggest a large farming complex with 
probably a comparable amount of land. The site fell out of use and was demolished 
at some point between 1848 and 1926 (Barnatt 1989, 1). There are also a number of 
minor archaeological features noted in the Garner House Farm report. As well as the 
trackway with a possible Roman origin noted above, there are also two ‘hollow-ways’ 
which were probably last used as routes in the post-Medieval period, but whose 
origins are probably much earlier. The first runs from SK 2011 8205 southwards 
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along the field boundary to the west of Peppercorn Farm, and the second runs north 
west from SK 2120 8163 following the field boundary.  
 
The Industrial Revolution left it’s mark on the village of Bamford with the 
construction of a mill and later the introduction of the railway. In one of the earliest 
works of tourism literature for the area – Black’s 1872 Tourist’s Guide to Derbyshire 
– the only mention made of Bamford is: “Bamford, with its cotton mills” (Jewitt 
1872, 223). Bamford Railway station (NMR SK 28 SW 85) was opened in 1893 and is 
still a functioning railway station on the Sheffield-Manchester line. 
 
The final NMR entry relevant to the study area is for the Sickleholme Golf Course to 
the north west of the Marquis of Granby (NMR SK 28 SW 77). The land of the 
Sickleholme golf course is shown in the Historic Landscape Character Information 
(HLCI) as being enclosed prior to 1780 and continuing in agricultural use until its 
transformation into an 18 hole meadowland golf course in 1895. The remainder of 
the land within the study area is characterised in the HLCI as ‘enclosure of unknown 
date – with irregular fields’.   

 
 
6. Assessment 
6.1 The first point to note in an assessment of the archaeological potential is that there is 

a paucity of evidence for the Marquis of Granby Hotel itself. It is possible, through 
cartographic and documentary evidence, to establish the building’s development 
from a farm by the side of a major routeway, to a public house and inn. It would 
seem reasonable to suggest that the Sickleholme Farm became the Sickleholme 
Public House in response to a downturn in the profits from agriculture and an 
increase in traffic along the roads through the Hope Valley, especially as travelers are 
funneled towards the south of Bamford as a natural crossing point at the confluence 
of the two rivers. The building itself seems poorly understood in regards to its 
original construction and any structural changes which it has gone through.  

 
6.2 The geological and geographical position of the Marquis of Granby, on a river 

terrace close to the confluence of the Rivers Derwent and Noe, indicates that the 
area has the potential to host buried archaeological remains from the last Ice Age to 
the present day in areas where only the topsoil has been truncated. The presence of a 
Late Upper Palaeolithic flint tool demonstrates activity close to the Marquis of 
Granby from as early as the end of the last Ice Age. Similarly,  the finding of a stone 
axehead, a high prestige find commonly associated with valley settings, demonstrates 
the presence of Neolithic peoples in the area. The surrounding area also contains 
rich remnants of the post-medieval and industrial past.  

 
6.3 Based on the diversity of archaeology in the area, the geology of the study area, and 

the proximity of a rare find, the area in and around the Marquis of Granby Hotel has 
moderate potential to host archaeological remains in areas where previous invasive 
work such as building foundations have not disturbed the substratum. 
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7 Publicity, Confidentiality and Copyright 
7.1 Any publicity will be handled by the client. 
 
7.2       Archaeological Research Services Ltd will retain the copyright of all documentary and 

photographic material under the Copyright, Designs and Patent Act (1988).  
 
 
8. Statement of Indemnity 
8.1 All statements and opinions contained within this report arising from the works 

undertaken are offered in good faith and compiled according to professional 
standards. No responsibility can be accepted by the author/s of the report for any 
errors of fact or opinion resulting from data supplied by any third party, or for loss 
or other consequence arising from decisions or actions made upon the basis of facts 
or opinions expressed in any such report(s), howsoever such facts and opinions may 
have been derived. 
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