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 1. Executive Summary 
An archaeological evaluation was undertaken by Archaeological Research Services Ltd on behalf of 
Castle Construction Ltd at Dane Bank House Bolsover (National Grid Reference SK474705), on 12th 
June 2006 in advance of development at the rear of the property. This evaluation comprised the 
excavation of two trenches measuring 19m by 2m, representing a sample of 6% of the land to be 
developed. The trenches revealed no archaeological features. 
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2. Introduction 
2.1 The evaluation at Dane Bank House, Bolsover was undertaken in advance of the 
 construction of dwellings and offices upon the site. The location of the 
 evaluation can be seen in Figure 1. The development area lies within the area of 
 Bolsover which, it is believed, formed the core of the medieval and post medieval 
 settlement. The investigations, however, revealed no archaeological evidence at 
 all. 
 

 
 
    Fig.1 Location of development site. 
 
3. Background 
3.1 The development site retains the distinctive long and narrow morphology of 
 plots of land of the medieval period usually referred to as burgage plots in northern 
 England. Early maps of Bolsover such as that prepared by William Senior in 1630 
 (Fig. 2) illustrate a series of such plots to the north and at right angles to the 
 market place in the same position as the present development site. 
 

 

 
 
       Fig. 2 William senior’s map of 1630 
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 These linear plots may have originated as agricultural plots in the medieval period 
 which were later enclosed or as the landholdings associated with shops and 
 dwellings along the Medieval street frontage. A map of 1739 shows the linear 
 plots once more with buildings at right angles to the street frontage (Fig. 3). In 
 addition to the buildings shown upon the street frontage, some of the linear plots 
 contain further buildings to the rear. One such building appears to be in the 
 vicinity of the area to be developed at the rear of Dane Bank House.   
 

 
 
       Fig. 3 Extract from map of 1739 
 
3.2 The first edition Ordnance Survey map of 1875 records the plot very much as it 
 is today. There is an L-shaped building fronting the market place and further 
 narrow buildings along the western boundary of the site. In addition there is a 
 building which appears to sub-divide the plot being positioned at right angles to 
 the linear plot. To the rear of the plot a clearly demarcated area of 
 gardens/orchard is indicated. 
 
4. Method Statement 
4.1 An initial walk over survey was undertaken on 7th June which revealed that the 
 area to the rear of Dane Bank House was all laid to concrete with the exception 
 of an area to the rear which appears to be the remnants of the garden or orchard 
 area illustrated upon the ordnance survey map of 1875. This area is raised 
 significantly from the land to the rear of Dane Bank house and is still laid to grass 
 with several large trees around the periphery. The only feature visible in the 
 concreted area was an inspection pit which no doubt relates to the former use of 
 this site as the base for Castle Coaches (see below). 
 
4.2 The evaluation consisted of the excavation of two linear trenches measuring 18m 

by 2m the positioning whereof had been agreed in advance with the 
Development Control Officer for Derbyshire County Council (Fig. 4). The 
positioning of the trenches was arranged to cover, as much as was possible, the  

 length of the development area. A trench was placed to the rear, as this is now 
 the only area which is to be developed. In the remainder of the site all that is to 
 happen is that the concrete raft is to be removed to be replaced by an  
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 aesthetically pleasing Tarmac floor. The concrete raft covering the area to be 
 developed was first broken by machine using a breaking tool. The soil was 
 then removed in shallow spits from the trench by a mechanical digger with a 
 toothless ditching bucket measuring 1.20m in width. The entire process was 
 monitored by an archaeologist from Archaeological Research Services Ltd. The 
 trenches were than cleaned manually, photographed and drawn in plan at a 
 scale of 1:20.  
 
 
5. Evaluation Results 
5.1 The position of the two trenches can be seen in Fig.4. In both instances, once the 
 concrete raft had been removed, solid sandstone bedrock was encountered 
 beneath a shallow layer of building sand. No archaeological features could be 
 identified cut into this bedrock (Figs 5 & 6). The underlying geology of the area is 
 sandstone with deposits of Permian Age found in this area (Rodgers 1977). 
 
 

 

 
   
       Fig. 5 Dane Bank House Bolsover Trench 1 
 
 

 
 
      Fig. 6 Dane bank House Bolsover Trench 2   
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5.2 The absence of archaeological features in the evaluation trenches and the absence 
 of any topsoil above the sandstone bedrock suggest that the area had in some 
 way been cleared prior to the laying of concrete. The former use of the land at 
 the rear of Dane Bank House is attested by the presence of the inspection pit 
 which can be seen in the photograph on the cover of this report. Smith (2002) 
 details the use  of the land, in the period following the Second World War, as the 
 headquarters of ‘Castle Coaches’. Castle Coaches was a private, independent 
 coach operator run by Albert Woodhouse which commenced with one coach in 
 1952 and built  up to having 13 coaches which would all be parked in the narrow 
 plot of land to  be developed. Photographs of the area to be developed with 
 coaches closely parked can be seen in Smith’s book (2002: p11 & 28). Smith also 
 recounts that due to expansion and lack of space:  
  ‘In1957 Albert therefore decided to enlarge the space by digging out a 
  garden and allotment area to the rear of the yard and removing a dividing 
  wall. He and Ray Howarth carried out much of the work themselves in 
  between driving duties and Albert even bought an old Bedford R type 
  tipper truck with which to remove all the waste. The work took months 
  to complete and he ended up almost wearing the truck into the ground.’ 
  (2002: p23). 

The cleared ground is at the same level as the buildings which line the western 
boundary and at the front of the property suggesting that some levelling had 
already taken place as these buildings are visible in the Ordnance Survey map of 
1875. Whilst there would originally have been a slope to the road frontage this      
would not have been sufficient to explain the disparity in height between 
buildings and the raised garden/orchard. 

 
5.3 The photographs referred to above also reveal that the area had some form of 
 roof as rafter slots can still be seen in the rear building which lies on the 
 western boundary of the plot. Some evidence of a former light industrial use  of 
 these rear buildings can also be seen in the lifting gear still present above a first 
 floor wooden loading door. 
 
  
6. Conclusions 
6.1 This evaluation did not result in the discovery of any archaeological features or 
 deposits. If any deposits relating to earlier periods survived into the 20th Century 
 they appear to have been removed in the 1950’s. 
  
7. Publicity, Confidentiality and Copyright 
7.1 Any publicity will be handled by the client. 
 
7.2       Archaeological Research Services Ltd will retain the copyright of all documentary 

and photographic material under the Copyright, Designs and Patent Act (1988).
  

 
 
8. Statement of Indemnity 
8.1 All statements and opinions contained within this report arising from the works 

undertaken are offered in good faith and compiled according to professional 
standards. No responsibility can be accepted by the author/s of the report for 
any errors of fact or opinion resulting from data supplied by any third party, or 
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for loss or other consequence arising from decisions or actions made upon the 
basis of facts or opinions expressed in any such report(s), howsoever such facts 
and opinions may have been derived. 
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Dane Bank House, Bolsover  
Written Scheme of Investigation 
 
 
1. Initial Survey 
 

1.1. Archaeological Research Services Ltd will undertake an initial survey of the 
development site including all visible breaks-of-slope and surface features within 
the area to be affected. This survey will also record any visible disturbances to the 
ground surface. 

 
2. Evaluation Trenches 
 

2.1. Following the initial survey an archaeological evaluation will be undertaken 
of a sample of no less than 6% of the land to be developed (36 square metres). 
The exact location of the two evaluation trenches (each measuring 9ms x 2ms) 
will be agreed in advance with the Development Control Archaeologist for 
Derbyshire County Council. 

 
2.2. All excavation undertaken by Archaeological Research Services Ltd will be 
directed towards providing sufficient information for the importance of the 
archaeological resource to be explicitly assessed in the evaluation report using the 
Secretary of State’s criteria as set out in Annex 4 of Planning Policy Guidance 
Note 16 (1990). 

 
2.3. All archaeological fieldwork, including recording of archaeological features 
and deposits and post-excavation analysis will be undertaken in accordance with 
the code of practice of the Institute of Field Archaeologists and follow the 
guidance contained within Archaeological Science at PPG16 Interventions (English 
Heritage 2003). 

 
2.4. The representative from Archaeological Research Services Ltd will ensure 
that all  machine excavation is undertaken using a toothless excavation bucket. 

 
2.5. Initial removal of topsoil and debris will be undertaken by machine but once 
in situ layers are encountered they will be cleaned by hand.   

 
 2.6. Sampling of feature fills will be in the order of 50% for pits and/or postholes 
 and 30% for linear features or until sufficient is known to meet the objects of the 
 evaluation. 
 

2.7. Prior to backfilling any excavated trenches the need or otherwise for the use 
of  geotextiles/screening layers for the protection of archaeological 
layers/features will be considered by archaeological Research services Ltd and the 
implementation or otherwise of any such protective measures will be clearly 
recorded in the evaluation report. 
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3. Finds and Palaeo-environmental Samples 
  
 3.1 Artefact collection policy will be concerned with the provision of adequate 
 samples for meeting the objectives of the work. 
 
 3.2 Discarded artefactual materials will be described and quantified to broad 
 categories in the field. 
 

3.3 Retained artefacts will be cleaned, marked, catalogued and packed in 
appropriate materials for long term storage. 

 
3.4 Analysis of retained finds and palaeoenvironmental samples will be 
undertaken by suitably qualified specialists.  

 
3.5 Any retained palaeo-environmental samples will be suitably marked and 
stored in accordance with currently accepted standards. 

 
3.6 Any buried soils and sediment sequences will be inspected and recorded on 
site by a recognised geoarchaeologist. 

 
3.7 In the event of human remains being encountered all site works in the vicinity 
of the remains will cease and the Coroner’s office will be notified. Any such 
remains will remain in situ until authorised to continue by the coroner. Lifting of 
in situ skeletal remains will be kept to a minimum compatible with the evaluation 
objectives and will only be done following a site inspection by a suitably qualified  
osteoarchaeologist.  

 
 3.8 The cataloguing and analysis of all human remains will be undertaken, as  
 necessary, by a suitably qualified osteoarchaeologist. 
 
Monitoring 
 
 4.1 Archaeological Research services Ltd will give the Development Control 
 Archaeologist of Derbyshire County Council at least two weeks notice of the 
 commencement of the fieldwork. 
 

4.2 If significant archaeological remains are encountered Archaeological Research 
Services Ltd will immediately contact the Development Control Archaeologist 
and arrange a convenient date and time for a site visit. 

 
4.3 The evaluation will be undertaken by Jim Brightman of Archaeological 
research Services Ltd whose mobile number is 0773 6276694. 

 
 4.4 In the event that DCA wish to undertake a monitoring visit the contact details of ARS Ltd are:  

 

 Suite 7, Angel House 

 Portland Square 

 Bakewell 

 Derbyshire 

 DE45 1HB 
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 Tel:  01629 814540 

 Fax: 01629 814657 

 
Evaluation reporting 
 

5.1 The evaluation report will comply with the guidelines published by the 
Institute of Field Archaeologists. 

 
5.2 bound copies of the evaluation report will be provided for Bolsover District 
Council, the Development Control Archaeologist, the Sites and Monuments 
Record and for inclusion with the archive to be deposited with Sheffield City 
Museum. 

 
5.3 A digital copy of the report including illustrations and photographs (PDF 
format) will also be submitted to the Sites and Monuments Record. 

 
 5.4 The report will include as a minimum: 

• Non-technical summary 
• Introductory statement 
• Aims and purpose of the evaluation 
• Method 
• An objective summary statement of results 
• Conclusion, including a confidence statement 
• Formal assessment of importance 
• Supporting illustrations and plans at appropriate scales 
• Supporting data - tabulated or in appendices 
• Supporting illustrations, photographs 
• Index to archive and details of archive location 
• References 
• A copy of the brief prepared by the Development Control Archaeologist 

 
5.5 A short summary report will be supplied as a hard copy and a PDF to the 
Development Control Archaeologist along with the evaluation report. 
Archaeological Research Services Ltd will also provide the Development Control 
Archaeologist with a written statement as to how the evaluation is to be 
published. Where no further publication is envisaged the short report will be 
published in an annual round up of Developer Funded Archaeology in the 
Derbyshire Archaeological Journal. 

 
5.6 At the start of the fieldwork (immediately before fieldwork commences) an 
OASIS online record will be initiated and key fields completed on details, 
location and creators forms. All parts of the OASIS online form will be 
completed for  submission to the SMR. This will include an uploaded PDF 
version of the entire report (a paper copy will be included with the archive). 
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Archive   
  

6.1 Arrangements will be made from the outset of the project for the archive, 
consisting of artefacts, record sheets, original drawings, drawn plans, 
photographs, notes, copies of the evaluation fieldwork reports (as appropriate) 
and an index to the archive, to be deposited in Sheffield City Museum. 

 
 6.2 The archive will be transferred in accordance with the procedures set out in 
 Procedures for the Transfer of Archaeological Archives (2003)  
 
Health & safety 
 

7.1 Whilst on site all archaeologists will operate with due regard to health and 
safety issues and comply with all relevant legislation. 
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