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Executive Summary 
 
An archaeological evaluation trenching and photographic recording was undertaken by ARS Ltd at 
Bradshaw Hall, Eyam on behalf of Mr. and Mrs. Hill through John Cunnington Architects in 
September 2006. A Desk-Based Assessment carried out earlier the same year concluded that the site 
had high potential for the discovery of archaeology, in particular the remains of the earlier Stafford Hall, 
thought to have its origins in the 13th/14th century and to lie immediately to the west of the current 
Bradshaw Hall. The excavations undertaken in evaluation trench 1 revealed the foundation course of 
Stafford Hall to be located in the area proposed in the DBA. The exposed remains of the Hall 
comprised a single surviving course of the southern external wall of Stafford Hall together with some of 
the original floor level. The Hall was 8.5m in length and shared its eastern end wall with part of the west 
wall of the later Bradshaw Hall. A significant amount of pottery was found on the site, both unstratified 
and from stratified contexts. The pottery analysis showed that the majority of the pottery assemblage was 
of 18th century date and was utilitarian rather than decorative in function. The pottery analysis forms 
Appendix 1 to this report. 



   
Archaeological Research Services Ltd 

3

1. Introduction 
1.1 Archaeological Research Services Ltd (ARS Ltd) were commissioned by Mr. and 

Mrs. Hill, to undertake the excavation of two evaluation trenches at the site of 
Bradshaw Hall and to compile a photographic survey of the existing 18th/19th 
century barn, located at the southern end of the site. This work was required to 
further inform the planning application for the redevelopment of the site, 
following the completion of a Desk-Based Assessment (May 2006) that 
maintained that there was a high potential for archaeological remains. The 
proposed work could potentially damage or destroy any archaeology present at 
the site. The archaeological evaluation aimed to inform on the presence and 
extent of any remains. 

 
 

 
 

Fig. 1  Location of Bradshaw Hall, Eyam. 
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 2. Location and Geology  
2.1 The site is located towards the western end of the village of Eyam (Fig. 1) and 
 lies within the Eyam Conservation Area defined by the Peak District National 
 Park’s Structure Plan (1994). The site lies at SK 2153 7670 and has a large field to 
 the north and west and overlooks the village museum to the east. The entrance 
 driveway is accessible from Church Street.  
 
2.2 The site lies on the boundary of the Carboniferous Limestone and Bituminous 
 Shales looking northwards towards the Shale Grit (B.G.S. 1993).  

 
3. Background 
3.1 Archival sources suggest that the Stafford family were granted land in the village 

of Eyam in the late 12th century during the reign of Richard I (1189 – 1199) and 
resided there for around thirteen generations (Bowles 1908, 289-92). Stafford 
Hall was possibly constructed during the reign of Henry VI (1422-61) and has 
been documented as being an extensive building with a flat roof covered in lead 
(Furness 1861, 222) with floors of polished black oak (Daniel n.d., 14). Stafford 
Hall was located to the immediate west of the later Bradshaw wing, which was 
built as an extension to the original around 1611 (May 2006, 10). Evidence for 
this is present on the west wall of Bradshaw Hall which lacks the dressed stone 
quoins visible at the southeast and northeast corners of the building, suggesting 
this is where the two halls once joined (May 2006, 10). Photographic evidence 
dating from the late-1950’s/early 1960’s also shows a vertical join on the 
southern wall indicating the area where it was tied to the wall of the earlier 
structure (May 2006, 10).  There is some debate as to when Stafford Hall was 
demolished, although it seems likely that it survived until the late 18th century 
(Furness 1862, 221) given that hearsay descriptions of the hall survive (May 2006, 
9).  

 
3.2 Bradshaw Hall, built in the Elizabethan style from local sandstone, was a three-

storey wing added to the east side of the main hall. The masonry is of a very high 
quality and the hall would have measured approximately 6.7m by 7.62m in plan 
(Furness 1862, 220). The Bradshaws abandoned the hall during the outbreak of 
the plague in September 1665. Although the family maintained their estates in the 
area they never returned to reside at Bradshaw Hall.  

 
3.3 The hall was later converted into a horse-powered cotton mill. Records state that 

it was about this time that the larger Stafford Hall, which was being used as 
tenements for lead miners, was demolished for being ruinous (Furness 1862, 
220). There was a serious fire at the hall during its time as a cotton mill causing 
substantial damage to the roof, which may have caused the building to lose some 
of its original character (Cunnington 2001, 6). Gradual decline of the cotton 
industry in the area meant that the building began to deteriorate. The upper 
floors were removed and in 1892 it was described as a barn and cattle shed (Tilley 
1892, 138). It continued to be used as such until its sudden collapse in 1962 
following the subsidence of the southwest corner the previous year (Craven and 
Stanley 2002, 31). The northern two-storey corner along with fragments of the 
east and west walls are all that remain standing today.  
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4. Aims of the Project 
4.1 As specified in the brief supplied by the PDNPA, an archaeological evaluation in 

the form of two trenches and a photographic survey was completed by ARS Ltd. 
The primary aim of this evaluation was to inform on the presence/absence, 
character and extent, state of preservation and date of any archaeological deposits 
within the proposed development areas. 

 
4.2 The site currently consists of the grade II ruinous remains of Bradshaw Hall and 

the land to the west and south which contains an 18th/19th century barn and a 
smaller barn structure.  Archival sources suggest that the wing of the earlier 
Stafford Hall may be located to the west of the remains of Bradshaw Hall and 
development in this area could potentially damage any remaining foundations of 
Stafford Hall (May 2006, 9). An evaluation trench opened in this area aimed to 
locate any remains of Stafford Hall and also determine any relationship between 
it and the later Bradshaw Hall.  

 
4.3 A second evaluation trench adjacent to the barn aimed to establish the presence 

of any archaeological remains in the surrounding area of the building. A 
photographic survey of the exterior and interior of the barn aimed to record in 
detail the structural elements and general condition of the barn. 

 
 
5. Methodology 
5.1 Following the clearance of dense vegetation, evaluation trenches were opened to 

the west of the upstanding remains of Bradshaw Hall and to the east of the 
18th/19th century barn (Fig. 2).  

 
5.2 Excavation was initially undertaken by a machine under the supervision of an 

archaeological officer from ARS Ltd. All topsoil and recent overburden was 
removed down to the first significant archaeological horizon. The trenches were 
then cleaned and excavated further by hand. 

 
5.3 Trenches were recorded according to the normal principles of stratigraphic 

archaeological excavation and were recorded even where no archaeological 
deposits were revealed. A site map was completed showing the trench locations 
along with plan and section drawings. Photographs were taken using a 35mm 
SLR camera with black and white print film, and colour transparency, as well as 
with a digital camera (5 megapixel resolution). All finds were given an individual 
number and stored appropriately.  

  
5.4 All work was carried out wearing appropriate safety equipment. A system of 
 hand signals was agreed before work commenced to allow for easy 
 communication and a safe environment for examining the potential 
 archaeological remains while supervising machine excavation. 
 
5.5 A general internal and external photographic record was made of the 18th/19th 

barn in the south-west of the site. All photographs, both general and detailed, 
were taken as monochrome print, colour slide and digital images. A photographic 
register was kept and is included as an appendix to this report. 
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  6. Summary of Results 
6.1 Trench 1 (Fig. 3) was located running west from the ruins of Bradshaw Hall in an 

attempt to locate the remains of Stafford Hall thought to be adjacent to the later 
wing. The trench measured 19.5m by 2m but was extended to a width of 2.8m 
for a 4.5m section, as the trench was widened to uncover more of the Stafford 
Hall floor surface, and to allow the relationship with the later wing to be assessed. 
A significant amount of masonry tumble from the demolition of Bradshaw Hall 
had to be removed before the level of Stafford Hall was reached. This meant the 
trench depth at the east end was 1m deep on one side. The rest of the trench was 
approximately 0.6m deep but was significantly shallower (0.32m) at the western 
end. 

  
 

 
 

Fig. 3 View of Trench 1 looking east (Scale: 2m). 
 
 
6.2.1 Excavation of the eastern end of trench 1 revealed a fallen exterior wall from 

Bradshaw Hall. The wall appeared to have slumped back on itself after falling 
southwards, giving it the appearance of being positioned much further forward 
than was expected (Figs. 4 and 5).  
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Fig. 4 Bradshaw Hall wall looking west (Scale: 1m).  
 
 

 
 

Fig. 5 Bradshaw Hall wall looking north (Scale: 0.1m graduations). 
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6.2.2 The remains of the original Stafford Hall wall (011) were found to be located 
directly to the west of the ruins of Bradshaw Hall, at the eastern end of Trench 1 
(Figs. 7 and 8). The halls’ location corresponds with the information provided in 
the Desk-Based Assessment that was carried out for the site (May 2006). 
Bradshaw Hall was built as an extension to Stafford Hall whilst it was still 
standing, and this was demonstrated by the constructional stratigraphy of the two 
walls at the eastern end of Trench 1 (Fig. 6). It was shown that the later 
Bradshaw Hall did make use of the existing eastern end wall of Stafford Hall 
thereby abutting the earlier building. 

 
 

 
 

Fig. 6 Trench 1 looking east showing Stafford Hall wall adjoining Bradshaw Hall wall (Scale: 2m). 

6.2.3 The wall represents the exterior, foundation course of Stafford Hall. It measured 
8.5m in length and 1.2m in width with an inner core of rubble which measured 
between 0.23m and 0.4m in width and consisted of small stones (0.03m - 0.1m 
across).  A piece of pottery was recovered from the cavity of Stafford Hall wall 
but must have been associated with later activities or the demolition of Stafford 
Hall as it has been identified as a piece of tankard handle of typical 18th century 
style (see Appendix One). The external wall stones measured between 0.3m – 
0.7m in length and were predominantly flat and evenly shaped. The wall had 
fallen southwards when it was demolished in the 18th century (Furness 1862, 221) 
(Fig. 13). This is evident by the way the large exterior masonry stones have fallen 
down the slope to the south as seen in Figure 13. The dark layer (008) which 
overlaid the wall probably represents the demolition layer associated with the 
hall’s demolition (Fig. 10). The layer contained pieces of pottery, animal bone and 
fragments of clay pipe. The pottery from this layer represented the most diverse 
collection from the site, including Slipwares and Mottled wares, mainly dating to 
the 18th century. However this ‘demolition’ layer also provided the latest piece of 
pottery datable from the site, a 19th century stoneware jar sherd, providing a 
terminus post quem of the 19th century for this final demolition activity. This layer 
was subsequently capped with concrete, probably to stabilise the ground when 
the building was converted to a cotton mill. The end wall of the hall lay 8.5m 
from the exterior of Bradshaw Hall and continued north under the baulk (Fig.14) 
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meaning the actual width of Stafford Hall could not be determined from the 
archaeology exposed in this excavation (Fig. 9). 

 
 

 
 

Fig. 7 View of Stafford Hall wall looking east (Scale: 1m). 

 
 

Fig. 8 View of Stafford Hall wall looking west (Scale: 1m). 
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Fig. 11. Bradshaw Hall, Eyam - Context Register. 

 
Context Number 

 
Trench 

 
Description 

001 1 and 2 Topsoil across site  
002 2 Modern building rubble 
003 2 Road surface 
004 2 Redeposited subsoil 

005 2 Clay substrate 
006 1 Collapse of SW corner of Bradshaw Hall wall 
007 1 Concrete lens 
008 1 Dark demolition layer associated with Stafford Hall.
009 1 Stafford Hall demolition layer 
010 1 Clay substratum 

011 1 Foundation course of Stafford Hall wall
012 1 Stafford Hall floor level 
013 1 Flagged floor 
014 1 Barn floor 

015 1 Sandstone wall 
016 1 Modern building rubble 
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Fig. 13 Stafford Hall wall showing direction of tumble, looking south (Scale: 1m). 

 
 

Fig. 14  The end wall of Stafford Hall continuing north under the baulk (Scale:1m). 
 
 
6.2.4 Trench 1 was extended in width to reveal a substantial amount of the original 

Stafford Hall floor level both internal and external (Figs. 15 and 16). The floor 
was compact and made up of smaller rounded stones (0.04m – 0.08m) with larger 
flag stones (0.45m – 0.8m). A considerable amount of pottery and some animal 
bone was found in the demolition layer above the floor. The majority of the 
pottery found has been identified as 18th century in provenance, and of utilitarian 
as opposed to decorative function. 
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Fig. 15 Stafford Hall floor level, looking north (Scale: 1m). 
 
 

 
 

Fig. 16 Stafford Hall floor level showing flag stones, looking south west (Scale: 1m).  
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6.2.5 0.8m west of the end wall of Stafford Hall a substantial diamond-patterned 
flagged floor was uncovered (Fig. 17). The floor (013) was higher than the 
foundation layer of Stafford Hall but could still be associated with the Hall as an 
external surface. The stones used were notable because they were extremely well 
dressed and laid in a decorative manner (Fig. 18). The floor extended the whole 
2m width of the trench and a 5.01m length was exposed. The floor was covered 
by a layer of demolition rubble (016) made up of broken bricks and sandstone 
masonry blocks that contained some modern pottery (Fig. 19).  

 
 

 
 

Fig. 17 Flagged floor looking west (Scale: 1m). 
 
 

 
 

Fig. 18 Flagged floor detail looking west (Scale: 1m). 
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Fig. 19 Flagged floor with overlying rubble layer looking west (Scale: 1m). 
 
 

6.2.6 The flagged floor (013) was divided 4m east of the western end of trench 1 by a 
narrow sandstone wall (015) (Fig. 20). The wall was 0.25m wide and extended the 
full 2m width of the trench. The wall is of a later date than the flagged floor 
below and was probably a dividing wall of a farm structure or another building 
associated with later activities on the site.  

 
 

 
 

Fig. 20 Sandstone wall that overlay the flagged floor looking west (Scale: 1m). 
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6.2.7 At the western end of trench 1 a later floor (014) was uncovered that was 
possibly associated with the sandstone wall (015) (Fig. 21). The floor was made 
up of irregular shaped stones (0.2m – 0.4m) and was fairly compact. A 
considerable amount of pottery was found 1m east from the western end of 
Trench 1. One of the suggestions put forward below for the utilitarian nature of 
the pottery assemblage is that there is a precedent for the wholesale dumping of 
less ‘fashionable’ pottery when more decorative and richer pottery is made or 
purchased. If this is the case with Stafford Hall, then it could be possible that 
towards the western end of Trench One, outside the footprint of the building, 
the volume of pottery excavated could represent one of these ‘dumps’. The 
ground in this area of the trench was extremely disturbed due to the removal of a 
previous corrugated agricultural shed. 

 
 

 
 

Fig. 21 Barn floor at western end of Trench 1 looking west (Scale:1m). 
 
 

6.3  Trench 2 was located across the entrance driveway opposite the 18th/19th century 
barn door (Fig. 22). The trench measured 2m by 12m with a depth of 0.65m at 
the east end sloping down to its maximum depth of 1.8m at the west end. 
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Fig. 22 Trench 2 looking east (Scale: 2m and 0.50m). 

6.3.1 The major fill consisted of a hardcore rubble layer (002) that contained some 
large dressed sandstone boulders probably from the demolition of the halls at the 
top of the hill. This rubble layer was used to make up the ground that the barn 
now stands on and had a maximum thickness of 0.78m. Although the layer 
contained a large amount of Post-Medieval pottery and some butchered animal 
bone it can be surmised that these finds are all secondary deposits that have been 
disturbed, as modern finds such as plastic were also present in the layer.  

 
6.3.2 The only archaeological deposit in trench 2 was a heavily compacted, metalled 

surface (003) (Fig. 23). This represents a previous surface of the access track 
associated with the hall buildings to the north.  

 
 

 
 

Fig. 23  Metalled surface in Trench 2 looking north (Scale: 2m). 



   
Archaeological Research Services Ltd 

21

 
7. Results of Photographic Recording 

7.1 Due to the current condition of the barn and the overgrown surroundings, it was 
impossible to photograph certain angles and facades. It was also impossible to 
take clear shots of the internal beams which appeared to be original and still in 
good condition. One photograph taken from floor level shows a small portion of 
the beams. Appendix 1 contains an archive of the photographs taken and a 
location map showing the direction of each photograph. 

 

 
 

Fig. 24 General view of part of eastern façade not obscured by trees/undergrowth (Scale: 2m). 
 
 

7.2 The barn is built of a combination of limestone and sandstone dressed blocks 
with large sandstone quoins on each corner. It is built on a parallel axis to the 
access track and the western façade forms part of the boundary between the land 
housing Bradshaw Hall and the property to the west.  
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Fig. 25 Western façade of the barn showing good condition of stonework and slate roof, along with the 
beam slots where an external lean-to would have stood at one time (Scale: 2m). 

 
 

7.3 The western façade, as with the rest of the barn, is in good structural condition 
and also contains two rows of small beam slots which indicate that there was a 
lean-to style extension to this face at some time in the barn’s past (Fig. 25). 

 
7.4 On the southern end of the barn there is currently a small, modern lean-to 

extension. This extension is constructed from concrete blocks and small patches 
of brickwork and is clearly modern (Fig. 26). 
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Fig. 26 Southern end of barn and lean-to extension. 
 
 

7.5 The interior of the barn contains concrete stalls from it’s use as a byre. Modern 
beams at the first floor level show that there has been some modification and 
strengthening of the original fabric of the building (Figs. 27 and 28). 

 
 

 
 

           Fig. 27 View taken from the ground floor showing modern beams at first floor level and original 
roof beams above.  
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Fig. 28 Interior of barn showing concrete stalls on the western internal wall (scale=1m). 
 
 
8. Conclusions 

8.1 Evaluation trench 1 aimed to locate the remains of Stafford Hall and clarify the 
association between the two halls and test whether Bradshaw Hall was a later 
addition to the earlier hall, as archival sources suggested. Although only a single 
course of wall survives in the excavated area it is enough to give a sufficient 
impression of the extent and dimensions of the original Stafford Hall, and 
confirm that it was the precursor of the still-standing Bradshaw Hall, 
demonstrated by the abutment of the Bradshaw Hall to the wall at the eastern 
end of Stafford Hall. The pottery assemblage excavated from Trench 1 clearly 
displays that the final stages of the life of Stafford Hall are the ones that are 
preserved in the archaeological record. Almost the entire pottery assemblage 
dated to the 18th century, the time of the demolition of Stafford Hall (Furness 
1862, 220). The utilitarian function of the pottery shows that this was not a rich 
building in the 18th century and agrees with the archival sources that refer to the 
Hall as a tenement for miners. It is also possible however, as stated in Appendix 
1 below, that the utilitarian nature of the pottery assemblage could merely 
represent the pottery that was not deemed worth keeping when the Hall was 
finally demolished. 

 
8.2 The floor levels uncovered to the west end of Trench 1 were of a later date than 
 Stafford Hall but have given a practical idea of how the area has been reused  and 
 built up using a series of levelling layers and concrete between layers of floor. 
 The substantial stone flagged floor is possibly associated with a later phase of 
 Stafford Hall but this is not conclusive.  
 
8.3 Trench 2 aimed to establish the presence of any archaeological remains in the 

surrounding area of the barn building. The presence of an earlier metalled surface 
confirms that access to the site has previously been from Church Lane. A 
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photographic survey of the barn identified structural elements, original features 
and the general condition of the barn.  

 
 
9. Publicity, Confidentiality and Copyright 
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9.2 Archaeological Research Services Ltd will retain the copyright of all documentary 

and photographic material under the Copyright, Designs and Patent Act (1988).
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for loss or other consequence arising from decisions or actions made upon the 
basis of facts or opinions expressed in any such report(s), howsoever such facts 
and opinions may have been derived. 
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Pottery from Bradshaw Hall, Eyam, Derbyshire 
 
C.G. Cumberpatch BA PhD 
 
Introduction 
  
The pottery assemblage from Bradshaw hall, Eyam, Derbyshire, was examined by the 
author on the 10th and 11th October 2006.  It consisted of 127 sherds of pottery 
weighing 4461 grams representing approximately 120 vessels.  The data are 
summarised in Table 1 with the abbreviations used listed in Table 2. 
 
Type series 
  
A relatively limited range of wares were represented in the assemblage with utilitarian 
wares by far the most common category.  Vernacular and formal table wares were 
present in small quantities. 
 
 
Brown Glazed Coarseware 
  
Brown glazed utilitarian wares form a major part of pottery assemblages dating to 
between the 17th and early 20th centuries but remain the least investigated of any 
major class of domestic pottery within this period.  For this reason, and in spite of 
clear differences in both the details of vessel form and fabric, it is exceptionally 
difficult to provide adequate date ranges for particular sub-types.  The suggested range 
(normally 18th to 19th century) should be considered as the maximum possible range 
and where more closely datable material is identified, this should be used as the 
indicator of the possible date of the group or assemblage.  Two groups of wares have 
been identified within the larger utilitarian ware group. 
  
The origin of the Brown Glazed Coarsewares can be traced back to the 16th and early 
17th centuries (Cumberpatch 2003a) and similar wares remained in production 
throughout the 18th and 19th centuries and probably into the early years of the 20th 
century.  The most common vessel form is the pancheon, a narrow-based wide-
mouthed bowl with a heavy rim, typically glazed internally.  The numbers of these 
vessels recovered from early modern and recent sites is vast and it seems that they 
must have fulfilled a variety of domestic functions. A smaller number of large jars and 
cisterns, often with strap handles and sometimes with thumb impressed bands around 
the necks (see, for example sherd number 103; Unstratified) usually glazed internally 
and externally, generally accompany the pancheons.  Production is poorly understood 
and documented but must have played a significant part in local and regional 
economies throughout the period of their use.  Brown (1994) has listed a number of 
potteries in Derbyshire where this type of pottery was manufactured. 
 
The suggested date ranges for individual vessels and groups of vessels have been 
ascribed on this somewhat insecure basis with narrower ranges proposed where the 
technical characteristics of the sherds suggest that this is appropriate. 
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Yellow Glazed Coarseware 
  
Yellow Glazed Coarsewares are distinguished from their contemporary brown glazed 
counterparts by a layer of white slip internally.  Under the clear glaze this appears to 
be yellow in colour and gives the wares their distinctive appearance and name.  
Pancheons and large bowls are the most common form but the reason for the 
distinction between these and the brown glazed types is unclear.  It is most probably 
related to vessel function and in this regard it may be significant that the yellow glazed 
wares appear to be more common on rural sites than on urban ones. 
 
 
Redware 
  
Redware is characterised by its soft orange or pale red fabric and clear glaze, normally 
applied internally to dishes, bowls and pancheons.  It originates in the 17th century 
and may owe something to imported Low Countries Redwares and Slipwares, 
although a definite link between imported and indigenous wares has yet to be 
established conclusively.  Manufacture continued during the earlier part of the 18th 
century but appears to have ceased at some time during the middle or later part of the 
century. 
 
 
Unglazed Red Earthenware 
  
The term Unglazed Red Earthenwares refers principally to horticultural wares, but can 
also include some utilitarian domestic wares similar to Brown Glazed Coarsewares.  In 
addition to conventional flowerpots (identified by the presence of perforated bases), a 
variety of other types of vessel including shallow trays, dishes and bowls also appear 
to have been used in gardens and greenhouses in the 18th and 19th centuries.  
Utilitarian wares include jars and bowls. 
 
 
Late Blackware 
  
Late Blackware represents a development of the better known 17th century Blackware 
and is distinguished by its hard, dense fabric, usually dark red in colour and the black 
glaze internally and externally.  Typically the hollow ware vessels have a small foot to 
the base and the external glaze ends above the foot, leaving an unglazed band on the 
lowest part of the body and the foot.  This suggests that the vessels were dipped in 
glaze either before or after the interior had been glazed.  Complete vessels are rare, 
but the impression is that the typical form was a globular vessel with a handle; these 
may have been jugs, porringers or both. Eighteenth century mugs and tankards tend 
to be straight-sided and so it is probably unlikely that these globular vessels were used 
for drinking. 
  
The Late Blackware type forms part of the larger group of vernacular tablewares 
which also included Mottled wares and various kinds of Slipware (discussed below) 
and appear to represent a continuation of the post-medieval traditions of eating and 
drinking which persisted throughout the 18th century, alongside the formal tablewares 
that come to dominate domestic pottery assemblages form the early 19th century 
onwards (Cumberpatch in prep.).   
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Late Blackwares were certainly manufactured in South and West Yorkshire and at 
Ticknall in south Derbyshire (Cumberpatch 2004a:7, Appendix 1) but to date there is 
no reliable method of linking individual sherds or vessels with particular potteries as 
there have been no detailed comparative studies of the fabrics or vessel forms.  
Whether such wares were manufactured in north-east Derbyshire or north 
Nottinghamshire is, at present, unknown. 
 
 
Mottled ware and Mottled Coarseware 
 
Mottled wares are defined by their glaze which is honey coloured and includes 
manganese which gives the finish a distinctive mottled appearance.  Mottled wares 
have a buff to pale cream fabric with the typical mottled glaze varying in colour from 
a light brown or honey colour with darker streaks (giving the characteristic mottled 
effect) to a dark, almost black finish with the mottling much harder to detect.  On 
occasion both variants are present on the same pot, one inside and one outside.  
Mottled ware is of 18th century date and, although Barker and Ford (1999) have no 
conclusive evidence for production in Staffordshire into the later 18th century, there 
is good evidence that it was manufactured throughout the century in South Yorkshire 
(Cumberpatch 2004a: 13, Table 5), with production at the Sheffield Manor and 
Silkstone potteries dating to the early 18th century and later 18th century respectively. 
 
Mottled wares form part of the vernacular tableware tradition which developed out of 
the post-medieval tradition at the end of the 17th century (Cumberpatch 2003a).  The 
most common vessels are mugs and tankards although mottled plates were 
manufactured at Silkstone (Cumberpatch 2004a:8-9).  Attributing individual sherds or 
vessels to specific potteries on the basis of a visual inspection is virtually impossible 
and a lack of scientific investigation means that, at the present time there is no reliable 
way of investigating the distribution of these wares. 
 
 
Slipware 
  
The use of slip, a suspension of clay and colourants in water, to decorate pots is of 
great antiquity. It is a versatile and relatively straightforward method of adding a 
variety of colours to plain wares either to modify the colour of the fired clay body or 
to add additional colours to the underlying body.  The use of different coloured slips 
on the same pot is a common method of decorating both utilitarian and more formal 
wares. 
  
Use of the term Slipware in this report (and in others) has been reserved for mid to 
late 17th and 18th century wares manufactured in the ‘country potteries’ (discussed 
further elsewhere; Cumberpatch in prep.). 
  
Slipware was manufactured extensively in South Yorkshire, as it seems to have been 
generally across the country.  A summary of the information available to date has 
been provided elsewhere (Cumberpatch 2004a:13-15, Table 5) and need not be 
repeated here.  In view of the widespread nature of manufacture, the terms 
Staffordshire Slipware and Metropolitan Slipware, used in many publications, are 
regarded by the author as misleading and obsolete and have not been used in this 
report. 
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Slip Coated ware 
  
The term Slip Coated ware is used to define a class of pottery which is similar in terms 
of technology to the Slipwares described above, but in which the slip was used to coat 
the exterior surface of the vessels (usually hollow wares) in order to create a uniformly 
coloured surface. Red slip was normally used in this manner, the intention seeming to 
be to produce vessels which resembled late Blackwares, although using a white-firing 
clay.   
 
 
Brown Salt Glazed Stoneware 
  
Brown Salt Glazed Stonewares are ubiquitous on 18th and 19th century sites and were 
clearly an important component of household pottery throughout this period.  The 
group as a whole can be divided into three sub-groups; tablewares, cooking/storage 
wares and retail or transport vessels (bottles, flagons etc.).  Tablewares, including the 
majority of the examples from Bradshaw Hall, are typically of 18th century date and 
include mugs and tankards, jugs and bowls (e.g. Jennings 1981: Fig 100).  Such vessels 
become rarer in the later 18th and 19th centuries and production appears to have 
shifted towards the manufacture of utilitarian wares including bottles and flasks, 
cooking vessels (loaf pots, stew pots, souse pots) and storage jars (Walter 1999).  In 
part this appears to be connected with the rise of the coal fired domestic cooking 
range incorporating an oven which allowed families to more easily prepare food in 
their own homes and so created a demand for a range of durable cooking vessels 
suitable for oven use.  These vessels were often decorated with bands of rouletting 
around the body, often combined with repeated stamped patterns consisting of stars, 
wheel patterns and short curved or angular lines.  Salt Glazed wares were produced in 
large quantities in north-east Derbyshire, notable around Brampton and Chesterfield.  
Although it is virtually impossible to attribute individual pieces to specific potteries, it 
is probable that the majority of items from Bradshaw Hall were of local manufacture. 
 
 
Creamware 
  
The general date range for Creamwares, the first of the refined lead-glazed 
earthenwares, is generally taken as c.1740 – c.1820, based on the evidence from 
Staffordshire (Barker and Ford 1999).  Production at the Swinton Pottery in South 
Yorkshire was underway by June 1770, the date of the first documentary reference to 
the ware and the earliest marked piece dates to 1771 (Cox and Cox 2001:34).  
Creamware appears to have been a major element in the earlier phases of manufacture 
at the Don Pottery (established in 1801) where production continued until well into 
the 1820s (Griffin 2001:104) and at the Leeds Pottery from its establishment in 1770 
(Griffin 2001, 2005).  It was also manufactured widely at other potteries in South and 
West Yorkshire (Lawrence 1974).  In Staffordshire it was in production from the mid-
18th century, hence the early start-date (c.1740) indicated in the tables.  Barker and 
Ford have suggested that the popularity of the ware began to decline after c.1780 
when transfer printed Pearlwares became popular, but the continuation of production 
at the Don Pottery into the 19th century suggests that such changes in fashion took 
place at different times and perhaps at different rates in different places throughout 
the country.  In his discussion of the relative dating of Creamware at the Leeds 
pottery, Griffin has noted that ‘creamware continued to be made, alongside pearlware, 
well into the third decade of the nineteenth century’ (2005:193).  It should not, 
therefore, be assumed that the Creamwares necessarily predate Pearlwares, as 
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production of the latter appears to have begun, at the Don Pottery at least, in the first 
decade of the 19th century (Griffin 2001:104).  Whether Creamwares were 
manufactured in any quantity in Derbyshire is unclear (production, particularly in 
north-east Derbyshire seems to have been dominated by utilitarian wares), but there is 
unlikely to have been any significant difference in the date of production or in the 
style of the vessels, assuming that they were produced in this area. 
 
 
Discussion 
  
The greater part of the assemblage (seventy-six sherds) came from unstratified 
deposits with the remaining fifty-one sherds from stratified contexts 1, 3, 6, 8, 9, 11 
and 16.  There appeared to be very little difference between the groups from the 
various contexts or between the stratified and unstratified groups.  Overall the 
apparent chronological homogeneity of the assemblage was striking, even given the 
lack of precision of the dating of the Brown Glazed Coarsewares and other utilitarian 
wares. 
 
 
Stratified deposits 
  
The pottery assemblage from the stratified deposits was overwhelmingly of a 
utilitarian nature (Brown Glazed Coarseware, Brown Salt Glazed Stoneware, Unglazed 
Red Earthenware) with only small quantities of vernacular tableware.  Although the 
dating of utilitarian wares is generally poor (as outlined above), the general absence of 
19th century pottery from the site as a whole, strongly suggests that the utilitarian 
wares should be considered to be of 18th century date or, at the latest, early 19th 
century. 
 
Context 8 produced the most diverse group of material with Slipwares and Mottled 
wares alongside a small quantity of utilitarian ware. It also produced the latest sherd 
from the site, a small piece of a white stoneware jar of 19th century date (sherd 
number 74). 
 
 
 
Unstratified deposits 
  
The unstratified pottery was generally of a similar character to that from the stratified 
deposits, the chief difference being the greater diversity of wares amongst this group 
with vernacular tablewares (Slipware, Late Blackware, Mottled ware, and Slip Coated 
ware) along side a small quantity of formal tableware (Creamware, Tin Glazed 
Earthenware).  Two items were of particular interest.  Sherd number 108 was part of a 
pot disc, a deliberately shaped sherd intended for an unknown purpose. Pot discs are 
found widely throughout Europe on sites dating from the Iron Age to the later 19th 
century. They are a common occurrence on sites with 18th and 19th century pottery 
assemblages in Sheffield (author’s obs.) and it is here that parallels will probably be 
found for this example.  Their functions are presumably highly specialised. 
 
The sherds of Creamware (sherd numbers 139, 140, 141, 160 and possibly 159) were 
all quite dark in colour.  While this is not an entirely reliable guide to date, there is 
some evidence to suggest that the cream colour becomes lighter during the later 18th 
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and early 19th centuries.  This might suggest that these vessels date to the mid 18th 
rather than the late 18th century. 
  
Sherd numbers 93, 94, 95, 96,114, 134 and 143 are all parts of the same vessel, a 
Brown Salt Glazed Stoneware jug with an incised decoration on the shoulder.  
Unfortunately the sherd bearing the central section of the design is missing and it is 
consequently impossible to determine exactly what it originally depicted. 
  
One sherd of Tin Glazed Earthenware was present, probably part of a jar (sherd 
number 155).  This was relatively well preserved, given the tendency for tin glaze to 
flake away from the body.  Such sherds are a small but regular component of 18th 
century groups from Sheffield and frequently occur alongside White Salt Glazed 
Stonewares and earlier Creamwares. 
  
The majority of the sherds of Slipware were too small to allow the full designs to be 
determined, but sherd 142 is slightly larger than most and, slightly unusually is from a 
hollow ware vessel.  It bears two distinct decorative motifs; feathered or combed 
slipware lines and a disc of red slip applied over the two underlying layers of red and 
white slip. The surviving disc was presumably one of a line running around the vessel 
immediately below the rim. 
 
 
Conclusion 
  
Although small in size, the assemblage from Bradshaw Hall is of some interest in view 
of the relatively small numbers of such assemblages excavated in north Derbyshire.  It 
is of largely 18th century date and is unusual in including relatively few examples of 
the formal tablewares which spread rapidly through English society during the 18th 
century.  This, together with the fact that the majority of sherds are from utilitarian 
wares may indicate that the assemblage is derived largely from the service area of the 
Hall although it may be that more valuable and still fashionable pottery was removed 
before demolition, leaving less valuable and unfashionable wares behind.  Dumps of 
pottery from sites such as the Old Hall, Temple Balsall (Gooder 1984) attest to the 
wholesale discard of collections of pottery and their replacement with newer styles. 
While it would be going far beyond the available evidence to suggest an identical 
mechanism in the case of Bradshaw Hall / Stafford Hall, it is possible that something 
similar was responsible for the character of the assemblage as excavated.  Should 
further work take place on the site, it would be of considerable interest to try to locate 
the possible locations of such dumps, should they exist. 
 
 
 
Further work 
  
The assemblage as it stands does not require further work although should more work 
take place on the site it would be advantageous to re-examine the material alongside 
any new assemblage that might be recovered.   
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Context SFN Type No. Wt. ENV Part Form Decoration Date range Notes 

1 173 BGCW 1 21 1 BS Pancheon Brown glaze int C18th - C19th  
1 174 BGCW 1 50 1 Rim Pancheon Brown glaze int C18th - C19th  
1 175 BGCW 1 26 1 BS Pancheon Brown glaze int C18th - C19th  
3 17 BGCW 1 130 1 BS Pancheon Brown glaze int C18th - C19th Pitted ext 
3 18 URE 1 159 1 Base Jar U/Dec C18th - C19th  
3 19 YGCW 1 97 1 BS Jar White slip int. glaze removed C18th - C19th See also SFN 22 
3 20 BGCW 1 326 1 Base Jar Brown glaze int C18th - C19th  
3 21 BGCW 1 131 1 Base Pancheon U/Dec C18th - C19th  
3 22 YGCW 1 87 1 BS Jar White slip with traces of clear glaze int C18th - C19th See also SFN 19 
3 23 BSGSW 1 206 1 Ring foot base Bowl U/Dec C18th - C19th  
3 24 BSGSW 1 104 1 Base Jar Rouletted bands ext C18th - C19th  
3 25 BGCW 1 35 1 Base Pancheon Brown glaze int C18th - C19th Pitted underside of base 
3 26 BSGSW 1 15 1 BS Hollow ware Moulded band ext C18th - C19th  
3 27 BGCW 1 28 1 BS Pancheon Brown glaze int C18th - C19th  
3 28 URE 1 16 1 BS Hollow ware U/Dec C18th - C19th  
3 29 URE 1 3 1 Rim Hollow ware U/Dec C18th - C19th Folded rim 
3 30 BSGSW 1 1 1 Handle Mug Ridges on ext of handle C18th  
3 31 YGCW 1 9 1 BS Dish White slip int. glaze removed C18th - C19th  
3 32 YGCW 1 57 1 Rim Pancheon White slip int under clear glaze; unslipped red band on 

rim 
C18th - C19th  

3 33 YGCW 1 50 1 Base Pancheon White slip and clear glaze int C18th - C19th  
3 34 BGCW 1 77 1 Base Pancheon U/Dec C18th - C19th  
3 35 YGCW 1 62 1 Rim Pancheon White slip int under clear glaze; unslipped red band on 

rim 
C18th - C19th  

3 36 BGCW 1 93 1 Rim Pancheon Brown glaze int C18th - C19th  
3 37 BGCW 1 81 1 BS Pancheon Brown glaze int C18th - C19th  
6 52 BSGSW 1 24 1 Base Hollow ware U/Dec C18th  
6 53 BGCW 1 35 1 BS Pancheon Brown glaze int C18th - C19th  
6 54 BGCW 1 11 1 BS Pancheon Brown glaze int C18th - C19th  
6 57 BGCW 1 25 1 Base Jar Sparse brown glaze int C18th - C19th  
6 58 BGCW 1 33 1 Rim Pancheon Red slip int and ext, under glaze C18th - C19th  
6 59 Slipware 1 9 1 Rim Dish Pie crust rim and white on red slip, feathered LC17th - C18th  
6 60 BGCW 1 61 1 Rim Pancheon Brown glaze int C18th - C19th  
6 61 BSGSW 1 2 1 BS Hollow ware Incised lines ext C18th  
8 70 Mottled ware 1 12 1 BS Hollow ware Mottled glaze int & ext C18th  
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8 71 BSGSW 1 8 1 BS Hollow ware Moulded line ext C18th - C19th  
8 72 Mottled ware 1 9 1 BS Hollow ware Mottled glaze int & ext C18th  
8 73 Slipware 1 4 1 BS Hollow ware Dark raised slip lines with yellow dots on a yellow 

body 
LC17th - C18th  

8 74 White stoneware 1 2 1 BS Jar Fluted body C19th  
8 170 BGCW 1 6 1 BS Pancheon Brown glaze int C18th - C19th  

 
Context SFN Type No. Wt. ENV Part Form Decoration Date range Notes 

8 171 ?Slipware 1 1 1 BS Dish U/Dec C17th - C18th Flaked; internal surface removed; 
press moulded dish 

8 172 URE 1 42 1 BS Hollow ware U/Dec C18th Very hard, dense red earthenware 
9 40 BSGSW 1 7 1 BS Hollow ware Incised line ext C18th  
9 41 BGCW 1 11 1 BS Pancheon Brown glaze int C18th - C19th  
9 42 BGCW 1 7 1 BS Pancheon Brown glaze int C18th - C19th  
9 43 BSGSW 1 10 1 Rim Dish Riased blobs around ext of everted rim C18th  
9 44 BSGSW 1 1 1 BS Hollow ware Parallel pairs of incised lines C18th  
11 15 BSGSW 1 9 1 Handle & BS Mug Rouletted and rilled bands C18th Typical C18th mug/tankard 
16 77 Redware 1 57 1 BS Pancheon Clear glaze internally C18th Clear glaze internally 
16 78 Redware 1 95 1 BS Pancheon Clear glaze internally C18th Clear glaze internally 
16 79 URE 1 24 1 Fragment Pipe U/Dec C18th - C19th  
16 80 BGCW 1 7 1 BS Pancheon Brown glaze int C18th - C19th  
16 81 Redware 1 9 1 BS Pancheon Clear glaze internally C18th Clear glaze internally 

U/S 82 BSGSW 1 13 1 Base Hollow ware U/Dec C18th  
U/S 83 BGCW 1 13 1 Rim Pancheon Flat topped rim LC17th - C18th  
U/S 84 BGCW 1 17 1 BS Pancheon Red slip ext, clear glaze int C18th  
U/S 85 BGCW 1 16 1 BS Pancheon Brown glaze int C18th Knife trimmed ext 
U/S 86 BGCW 1 23 1 Handle Jar Brown glazed int C18th - C19th  
U/S 87 Mottled ware 1 2 1 BS Hollow ware Mottled glaze int & ext C18th  
U/S 88 Late Blackware 1 2 1 BS Hollow ware Black glaze on red slip int & ext C18th  
U/S 89 BSGSW 1 5 1 BS Hollow ware U/Dec C18th  
U/S 90 BGCW 1 3 1 BS Dish Brown glaze int C18th - EC19th  
U/S 91 BSGSW 1 1 1 BS Hollow ware U/Dec C18th  
U/S 93 BSGSW 1 35 1 Spout & BS Jug Incised design externally C18th Part of SFN94 
U/S 94 BSGSW 1 33 1 BS Jug Incised design externally C18th Part of SFN93 
U/S 95 BSGSW 1 15 1 BS Jug Raised ridge at base of neck C18th Joins with SFN93 
U/S 96 BSGSW 1 27 1 BS Jug Raised ridge at base of neck C18th Joins with SFN95 
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U/S 97 BGCW 1 134 1 BS Jar Brown glaze int & ext C18th - C19th  
U/S 98 BGCW 1 9 1 BS Hollow ware Black glaze int & ext C18th - C19th  
U/S 99 BGCW 1 48 1 BS Jar Black glaze int & ext C18th  
U/S 100 BGCW 1 53 1 BS Jar Black glaze int & ext C18th - EC19th  
U/S 101 BGCW 1 32 1 BS Hollow ware Black glaze int & ext C18th - C19th  
U/S 103 BGCW 1 188 1 Rim & handle Jar Brown glaze int & ext; thumbed band around rim C18th - EC19th Handle springs from the rim 
U/S 104 Yellow ware 1 3 1 Base Hollow ware Clear glaze int LC17th - C18th  
U/S 105 Mottled coarseware 1 6 1 BS U/ID Mottled glaze int. C18th  
U/S 106 BGCW 1 4 1 BS Dish Brown glaze int only C18th  
U/S 106 BGCW 1 35 1 BS Hollow ware Metallic brown glaze int & ext C18th  
U/S 107 Late Blackware 1 11 1 BS Hollow ware Black glaze on red slip int & ext C18th  
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Context SFN Type No. Wt. ENV Part Form Decoration Date range Notes 

U/S 108 BGCW 1 12 1 BS Pancheon Brown glaze int C18th - C19th Part of a pot disc 
U/S 109 BGCW 1 24 1 BS Pancheon Brown glaze int C18th  
U/S 110 BSGSW 1 5 1 BS Hollow ware Rilled band ext C18th  
U/S 110 BSGSW 1 5 1 BS Mug Rilled band ext C18th  
U/S 111 Mottled ware 1 9 1 BS Hollow ware Mottled glaze int & ext C18th  
U/S 112 Slipware 1 9 1 BS Dish White on red slip; feathered LC17th - C18th Press moulded dish 
U/S 113 Slipware 1 9 1 BS Dish White on red slip, feathered, int LC17th - C18th Press moulded dish 
U/S 114 BSGSW 1 7 1 BS Hollow ware U/Dec C18th  
U/S 115 BGCW 1 28 1 BS Pancheon Brown glaze int C18th - C19th  
U/S 116 BGCW 1 13 1 BS Dish Brown glaze int C18th  
U/S 117 Slip coated ware 1 24 1 BS Plate Red slip under glaze int LC17th - C18th Wheel thrown plate 
U/S 118 Mottled ware 1 8 1 Handle & BS Mug Mottled glaze int & ext C18th  
U/S 119 BGCW 1 20 1 Rim Jar Flat topped rim with a clubbed profile C18th  
U/S 120 BGCW 1 17 1 BS Dish Brown glaze int C18th  
U/S 121 BGCW 1 7 1 BS Jar Brown glaze int & ext C18th - C19th  
U/S 122 BGCW 1 36 1 BS Hollow ware Brown glaze int & ext C18th - C19th  
U/S 126 BGCW 1 160 1 Base Jar Brown glaze int C18th - C19th  
U/S 127 BGCW 1 92 1 BS Jar Brown glaze int & ext C18th - C19th  
U/S 128 BGCW 1 77 1 BS Pancheon Black glaze int C18th - C19th Very hard, dense semi-vitrified red 

earthenware 
U/S 129 BGCW 1 36 1 BS Jar Brown glaze int and partially ext C18th  
U/S 130 Mottled coarseware 1 77 1 Rim Lid Mottled glaze on top C18th Large domed lid with flange 
U/S 131 BGCW 1 43 1 BS Jar Brown glaze int and partially ext LC17th - EC19th  
U/S 132 Slipware 1 7 1 BS Dish White on red slip; broad yellow bands and narrow 

brown lines 
LC17th - C18th  

U/S 133 BSGSW 1 7 1 Base Mug Rilled band above base C18th  
U/S 134 BSGSW 1 4 1 Rim Jug Raised ridge below rim C18th  
U/S 135 BGCW 1 20 1 BS Hollow ware Brown glaze int & ext C18th  
U/S 136 Late Blackware 1 23 1 Base Hollow ware Black glaze int.; traces of red slip ext C18th  
U/S 139 Creamware 1 4 1 BS Flatware U/Dec c.1740 - c.1820  
U/S 140 Creamware 1 35 1 Rim Plate Polygonal plate with moulded diamond frieze around 

edge 
c.1740 - c.1820  

U/S 141 Creamware 1 141 1 Footring base Flatware U/Dec c.1740 - c.1820  
U/S 142 Slipware 1 7 1 Rim Hollow ware White on red slip, feathered ext with red discs below LC17th - C18th  
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rim 
U/S 143 BSGSW 1 9 1 BS Hollow ware U/Dec C18th - C19th  
U/S 144 BGCW type 1 6 1 BS Hollow ware Brown glaze int & ext C18th White fabric under dark glaze; 

slipped? 
U/S 146 Mottled ware 1 15 1 BS Hollow ware Mottled glaze int & ext C18th Thicker than the normal Mottled 

ware mugs etc 
U/S 147 BGCW 1 50 1 BS Pancheon Brown glazed int C18th - C19th  
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Context SFN Type No. Wt. ENV Part Form Decoration Date range Notes 

U/S 149 BGCW 1 18 1 BS Pancheon Brown glaze int C18th - C19th  
U/S 150 BSGSW 1 4 1 BS Hollow ware Rilled band on ?neck C18th  
U/S 151 BSGSW 1 11 1 Handle Hollow ware Strap handle with fluted/ridged profile C18th  
U/S 152 BGCW 1 69 1 BS Pancheon Brown glaze int C18th- C19th  
U/S 153 Mottled ware 1 20 1 Base Mug Mottled glaze int & ext C18th  
U/S 154 BGCW 1 14 1 BS Hollow ware Brown glazed int C18th - C19th  
U/S 155 Tin Glazed Earthenware 1 10 1 BS Jar White tin glaze int & ext LC17th - C18th  
U/S 159 Creamware (?) 1 14 1 Flat base Dish U/Dec C18th - EC19th Almost as dark as Cane Coloured 

ware 
U/S 160 Creamware 1 23 1 Footring base Plate U/Dec c.1740 - c.1820 Dark Creamware 
U/S 162 Late Blackware 1 32 1 Base Hollow ware Black glaze int C18th  
U/S 163 Slipware 3 6 3 BS Dish Trailed curvilinear slip int on red-brown body LC17th - C18th Press moulded dish 
U/S 164 Redware 1 3 1 BS Dish Clear glaze int C18th  
U/S 165 BSGSW 1 3 1 Rim Bowl U/Dec C18th Folded rim 
U/S 167 URE 1 75 1 Base Jar U/Dec C18th  

  Total 127 4461 127      

 
Pottery from Bradshaw Hall, Eyam, Derbyshire 
 
 

Abbreviation  

BGCW Brown Glazed Coarseware 
BSGSW Brown Salt Glazed Stoneware 

ext external 
int internal 

SFN Small Find Number 
U/Dec Undecorated 
U/ID Unidentified 
URE Unglazed Red Earthenware 

YGCW Yellow Glazed Coarseware 
 
Abbreviations used in Table 1 
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Fig. 29  Sherd number 108: Pot disc 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Fig. 30 Sherd number 142: Slipware vessel 
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Fig. 31 Sherd numbers 93 and 94: parts of a decorated jug 
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APPENDIX 2 
 

PHOTOGRAPHIC RECORDING 
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Bradshaw Hall, Eyam. 

Catalogue of the photographic recording of the 18th/19th century barn.

(Colour slide, Black and White and digital). 

 
 

 
Archive 
number 

 
Description 

 
Facing 

 
Date 

 
Scale 

    1 
General view of part of eastern façade not 
obscured by trees/undergrowth.

 
  west 

 
01/09/06 2m 

    2 
View of barn door showing original timber 
support. 

 
  west 

 
01/09/06 2m 

    3 
Southern end of barn taken from the front.  

  west 
 
01/09/06  2m 

    4 
View of barn from behind showing western 
façade and condition of the slate roof. 

 
south east 

 
01/09/06  2m 

    7 
Interior of the barn showing the north end of the 
barn. 

 
  north 

 
01/09/06  2m 

    8 
View from ground showing modern beams at first 
floor level and original roof beams above.
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    9 
View from ground showing modern beams at first 
floor level and original roof beams above. 
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   10 
Interior of barn showing concrete stalls on the 
western internal wall.
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   11 Southern end of barn showing modern extension.
north    
west 
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   12 Southern end of barn showing modern extension.
north    
west 
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Western façade of the barn.
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BRIEF FOR ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATION 

Proposal: Residential development of the site, and remains, of Bradshaw Hall, 
including barn conversion and landscaping 

Planning application number:  NP/DDD/0203/098 (barn conversion)  

Location:  Bradshaw Hall, Eyam 

Grid Reference:  SK 2153 7670 

Geology:  Carboniferous limestone 

Area of proposal site: 874m² (see accompanying plan). 

Land use and vegetation cover:  derelict 

Summary

 A proposal has been submitted to the Peak District National Park Authority.  

There is reason to believe that archaeological remains exist on the site but their 
extent and state of preservation is unclear.   The Peak District National Park 
Authority has advised that the archaeological implications of the proposal cannot be 
adequately assessed on the basis of the available information.  It has been 
recommended therefore that an archaeological field evaluation should be carried out.  
This recommendation is in line with government guidance as set out in DOE Planning 
Policy Guidance - Archaeology and Planning (PPG16 1990).  

1.0  Archaeological background 

1.1  The site of the proposed development area corresponds to the ruinous remains 
of Bradshaw Hall.  These are thought to be a wing of the earlier Stafford Hall which is 
likely to have had its origins in the 13th or 14th century.  Archival sources indicate that 
the Stafford family were granted land in Eyam in the late 12th century. 

The wing of this structure which survives today is believed to have been added 
sometime around 1620 and 1630 by Francis Bradshaw who was the great grandson 
of the last of the Staffords. The hall was abandoned during the plague of 1665-66 
and was afterwards leased out by the Bradshaws.  It subsequently changed hands 
twice and in 1790 the largest portion of Stafford Hall, by now derelict, is thought to 
have been demolished.  The remainder of the structure was converted in to a horse- 
powered cotton factory.   It is also reported that prior to demolition the Hall had been 
converted to tenements for lead miners. 

By the mid.19th century it appears that the building was in use as a barn.  The 
majority of the surviving structure of Bradshaw Hall collapsed in 1962.  Only the 
northern section remains intact, whilst parts of the east and west walls still stand. 
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1.2  There are other sites and finds in the immediate area.  Further details can be 
obtained from the Derbyshire Sites and Monuments Record 

2.0  Requirement for an evaluation

2.1  The proposed development would severely damage or destroy any 
archaeological remains which may be present on the site.  It has been recommended 
therefore that an archaeological evaluation should take place to obtain further 
information on the presence and preservation of any archaeological deposits. 

2.2  The objectives of the evaluation should be to gather sufficient information  to 
establish presence/absence, character, extent, state of preservation and date of any 
archaeological deposits within the areas of proposed development. 

2.3  The evaluation should investigate the area(s) indicated on the accompanying 
plan.

3.0  Evaluation/Recording Techniques

The evaluation techniques chosen should be selected to cause the minimum amount 
of damage to areas of archaeological deposits and should comply with all health and 
safety regulations.  It is envisaged that the following work would be required: 

3.1  Stage 1: Currently the evaluation areas are overgrown with vegetation which 
should be carefully cleared.  Following clearance a rapid assessment of the landform 
should be made to check for the presence of medieval garden earthworks associated 
with the former halls. 

3.1.1 Following clearance of vegetation, a programme of trial trenching is to be 
undertaken.  This should involve the opening of one L-shaped trench  (total area: 
52m²) in the vicinity of the upstanding remains of Bradshaw Hall as shown on the 
attached plan.   

3.1.2 A further 12m x 2m trench (total area: 24m²) is to be opened adjacent to the 
barn which is to be converted (see the attached plan). 

3.1.3 The trenches are to be opened initially by machine, and thereafter hand dug. 

3.2 Stage 2: The existing 18th/19th century barn located at the southern end of the site 
is to be recorded by means of a photographic survey as detailed below: 

3.2.1 Ensure that a general external and internal photographic record is made of the 
building.

3.2.2 Detail photographs of structural elements should, if possible, be taken with a 
camera with perspective control.  Other detail photographs may be taken with either 
a Medium Format or 35 mm camera.  This basic photographic record should be 
supplemented by colour slide photography as necessary.  All detail photographs 
must contain a graduated photographic scale.  Record photographs should be 
printed at minimum of 5" by 4".  The photographic record must be accompanied by a 
photographic register detailing (as a minimum) location and direction of shot.  
Position and direction of each photograph should be noted on a copy of the building 
plan.

4.0  Evaluation Proposal 
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4.1  A detailed evaluation proposal should be formulated by potential contractors and 
submitted to the Peak District National Park  Senior Conservation Archaeologist for 
approval.  The proposal should include: 

4.1.1  A description of the proposed methods of excavation and recording system. 

4.1.2  An explanation of the sampling strategies to be used. 

4.1.3  A projected timetable for work on the site. 

4.1.4  Details of the arrangements made for deposition of the finds and site archive 
(see section 8 below). 

4.2  The work shall be carried out by appropriately qualified and experienced staff; 
details of staff numbers and their relative experience should be included, plus their 
responsibilities in carrying out the work.  Staff C.V.s  should be included (unless 
already supplied to Peak District National Park  Archaeology Service Manager in 
previous project specifications). 

4.3 Contractors should be appropriately insured for nature of the work which is to be 
undertaken.

5.0  Excavation guidelines 

Where trenches are to be opened by machine the following guidelines should be 
observed:

5.1  The health and safety implications of any use of earth-moving machinery on the 
site must be taken in to account. 

5.2  An appropriate machine should be used.  The choice should be influenced by 
the prevailing site conditions, and the machine must carry out a clean and safe job. 

5.3  An appropriate bucket should be used for the nature of the work being carried 
out.

5.4  All machining is to be carried out under the direct supervision of an archaeologist 
and should be halted if archaeological deposits are encountered. 

5.5  All topsoil or recent overburden should be removed down to the first significant 
archaeological horizon in successive level spits.  Under no circumstances should the 
machine be used to cut arbitrary trenches down to natural deposits. 

5.6  Trenches to be recorded according to the normal principles of stratigraphic 
archaeological excavation. 

5.7  The stratigraphy of any trial trench is to be recorded even where no 
archaeological deposits have been identified.  No archaeological deposit should be 
entirely removed unless this is unavoidable, and then not without the specific 
approval of the Conservation Archaeologist. 
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5.8  Any human remains which are excavated must initially be left in situ and, if 
removal is necessary, this must comply with the relevant Home Office regulations. 

5.9  The actual areas of trenching and any features of possible archaeological 
concern noted within the trenches, should be accurately located on a site plan and 
recorded by photographs, summary scale drawings, and written descriptions. 

5.10  The archaeological contractors will be responsible for locating any service 
pipes, cables etc., which may cross any of the trench lines, and for taking the 
necessary measures to avoid disturbing such services. 

6.0  Site Monitoring 

6.1 Reasonable prior notice (14 days) of the commencement of the evaluation is to be 
given to the Senior Conservation Archaeologist of the Peak District National Park 
Authority Cultural Heritage team. 

6.2  With regard to site inspections, the contractor will liaise with the Senior 
Conservation Archaeologist in order that the general site stratigraphy can be assessed 
in the initial stage of trial trenching and/or so that the site can be inspected when field 
work is near to completion, but before any trenches have been backfilled. 

7.0  Report 

7.1 A report shall be produced to include background information, a summary of the 
works carried out,  and a description and interpretation of the findings.   The report 
should also include: 

7.1.1 A location plan showing all excavated areas with respect to nearby fixed 
structures and roads; 

7.1.2. Illustrations of all archaeological features with appropriately scaled hachured 
plans and sections; 

7.1.3. Specialist descriptions of artefacts or ecofacts; 

7.1.4 An indication of potential archaeological deposits not disturbed by the present 
development. 

7.1.5 Data files relating to measured survey should be provided as both a print out 
and in an electronic format to be agreed with the Derbyshire Sites and Monuments 
Record.

7.2 Copies of the final report are to be deposited with the Peak District National Park 
Cultural Heritage team and with the Derbyshire Sites and Monuments Record.  
Reports should be provided in both paper and electronic form.

7.3 The report should not give an opinion on whether preservation or further 
investigation is considered appropriate, but should provide an interpretation of 
results, placing them in a local and regional context. 
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7.4 The results of the work will be published in the appropriate issue of Archaeology 
and Conservation in Derbyshire, and, if of regional or national significance, within an 
archaeological journal. 

The Derbyshire Sites and Monuments Record is taking part in the pilot study 
for the Online Access to Index of Archaeological Investigations (OASIS) 
project. The overall aim of the OASIS project is to provide an online index to 
the mass of archaeological grey literature that has been produced as a result 
of the advent of large-scale developer funded fieldwork.  The archaeological 
contractor must therefore complete the online OASIS form at 
http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/project/oasis/.   If the archaeological contractor does not 
have internet access a paper copy of the form can be obtained from the Peak 
District National Park Authority.  Contractors are advised to contact the                             
public document by forming part of a planning application or being otherwise 
submitted to the Derbyshire SMR in response to a statutory duty or 
requirement the SMR may place the information on a website.  Please ensure 
that you and your client agree to this procedure in writing as part of the 
process of submitting the report to the Derbyshire SMR.  

8.0  Deposition of Archive and Finds  

8.1 Upon completion of fieldwork samples shall be processed and all finds shall be 
cleaned, identified, assessed, spot-dated and properly stored.  A field archive shall 
be compiled consisting of all primary written documents, plans, sections, 
photographs and electronic data (in a format to be agreed by the repository 
museum).

8.2 After agreement with the landowner, the field archive should be deposited with a 
suitable recipient museum.  In the first instance the archaeological contractor should 
approach the village Museum at Eyam, which is adjacent to the site on Hawkhill 
Road, to arrange this.

9.0 Standards 

9.1 The above activities will be undertaken in line with the Institute of Field 
Archaeologists Standard and Guidance for archaeological field evaluation (revised
September 1999)l 

Sarah Whiteley 
Senior Conservation Archaeologist 

July 2006  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


