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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

In June 2008, Archaeological Research Services Ltd were commissioned by Mr Thompson to undertake
an archaeological evaluation at No. 3 Prissick Street, Hartlepool. The work was carried out prior to the
development of a domestic extension to the rear of the property.

A single evaluation trench measuring 5m x 2m was excavated but contained no significant archaeological
features or artefacts. The site had been heavily disturbed in the past, through the construction and
subsequent demolition of terraced housing. The majority of the trench area was characterised by a
basement, and it is highly likely that any archaeology that was present within the study area has been
destroyed during its construction.
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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1. Location and scope of work

1.1.1. In June 2008, Archaeological Research Services Ltd was commissioned by Mr
Thompson to undertake an archaeological evaluation at No. 3 Prissick Street,
Hartlepool (Fig. 1). The work was carried out prior to the development of a large
domestic extension to the rear of the property.

Fig. 1 Site location

1.1.2. Hartlepool is a medieval town with interesting Anglo Saxon origins including a
monastery near to the development site and previous excavations have revealed
evidence of Anglo Saxon settlement. The site is centred at NZ 529 336 GB (Fig.
2) and lies to the east of the 13th century Church of St. Hilda. Archaeological
excavations which took place in 1999 at the adjacent ‘Jimmy’s Green’, revealed
remains of an Anglo-Saxon cemetery associated with the monastery. Previous
archaeological work within the area suggested that there was potential for a
succession of buildings, dating from the 1100’s through to the 1500’s, to exist
within the study area.

1.2. Geology and soils

1.2.1. The solid geology of the site consists of magnesium limestone which is overlain
by aeolian sand (British Geological Survey 2007).
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FIG 2
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2. METHODOLOGY

2.1. An archaeological investigation was undertaken out in order to determine
whether there were any archaeological remains within the proposed development
area. This involved the excavation of one trench as shown in figure 2. The trench
was laid out over the proposed footprint of the house extension and measured
5m x 2.5m. it was aligned on an east-west axis approximately 2.4 meters away
from the building.

2.2. The trench was opened by machine using a toothless ditching bucket and the
earth was removed in level spits until the natural level was exposed. All machine
excavation was undertaken under close archaeological supervision.

2.3. Each separate layer encountered was given a unique context number and the
whole trench was then cleaned using hand tools in order to expose any potential
archaeological features or deposits.

2.4. The trench was photographed using colour transparency film, black and white
print and digital formats (a photograph register is shown in Appendix I). The
trench was recorded with above ordnance datum (AOD) levels and section
drawings were completed at scales of 1:50 and 1:20.

3. RESULTS

3.1. The stratigraphy of the trench consisted of a rubble backfill mixed with aeolian
sand of the headland (101). The sand and rubble mix was extremely loose and
crumbled at the slightest disturbance. In-order to allow excavation to proceed
below 1m a sondage was dug in the centre of the trench (fig. 4). A mortared
sandstone wall, probably only a single course wide, was exposed in the north-
facing section. This was interpreted as the basement of the houses which
occupied the plot before the bungalows construction. The sandstone survived to
a depth of >1.3m, beneath which excavation could not safely continue.

3.2. To the western side of the trench, protruding from the north-facing section was a
smaller, brick built structure (103 & 104). The structure (Fig. 3) consisted of brick
mortared walls which were filled with backfill. A single iron bar lay in-situ across
the top of this structure perhaps representing the remains of an earth closet.
There were no features of archaeological interest in the trench.
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Fig. 3 North-facing section with brick structure to the right.

Fig. 4 Trench showing steps/ sondage.
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Fig. 5
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Fig. 6
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Fig. 7
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4. DISCUSSION

4.1. Given the close proximity to areas of known archaeological importance, the
archaeological potential for the study area was high. However the evaluation
trench that the area had been previously built on to a depth of beyond that of the
excavation, in the form of terraced housing. The cellar walls of these houses were
evident in the trench. A sondage was dug to a depth of 1.3m to ascertain the
depth of the wall

4.2. As the ground has already been heavily disturbed in the past, it is highly likely
that any archaeology that was present within the study area will have been
removed during those works.

4.3. Given the lack of archaeological evidence and the shallow depth of excavation
needed for the bungalow extension it is unlikely that groundwork will encounter
or disturb archaeological remains.

5. PUBLICITY, CONFIDENTIALITY AND COPYRIGHT

5.1. Any publicity will be handled by the client.

5.2. Archaeological Research Services Ltd will retain the copyright of all documentary
and photographic material under the Copyright, Designs and Patent Act (1988).

6. STATEMENT OF INDEMNITY

6.1 All statements and opinions contained within this report arising from the works
undertaken are offered in good faith and compiled according to professional
standards. No responsibility can be accepted by the author/s of the report for
any errors of fact or opinion resulting from data supplied by any third party, or
for loss or other consequence arising from decisions or actions made upon the
basis of facts or opinions expressed in any such report(s), howsoever such facts
and opinions may have been derived.
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Appendix III: Photograph register

Film One: Black and White

Film Two: Colour slide

Shot No. Photograph content
1 General shot of trench looking south west. Scale = 2m.
2 General shot of trench looking south west. Scale = 2m.
3 General shot of trench looking south west. Scale = 2m.
4 General shot of trench looking north east. Scale = 2m.
5 General shot of trench looking north east. Scale = 2m.
6 General shot of trench looking north east. Scale = 2m.

Shot No. Photograph content
1 General shot of trench looking south west. Scale = 2m.
2 General shot of trench looking south west. Scale = 2m.
3 General shot of trench looking south west. Scale = 2m.
4 General shot of trench looking north east. Scale = 2m.
5 General shot of trench looking north east. Scale = 2m.
6 General shot of trench looking north east. Scale = 2m.


