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Summary 

 
The historic town of Evesham was surveyed during the Central Marches Historic Towns 
Survey, a desk-based study of 64 smaller historic towns in Shropshire, Herefordshire and 
Worcestershire. Archaeological and documentary evidence relating to the historic core of 
Evesham was carefully analysed, comprising topographic data, published and unpublished 
archaeological reports, museum collections, primary and secondary historical sources, 
historical maps, and field data recorded by the project team.  
 
Detailed evidence is provided on the character and layout of the settlement in the medieval 
and post-medieval periods. For each period the available information is analysed and 
mapped in detail, and a model of the development of the town is proposed. In addition, the 
evidence for pre-urban occupation is considered, together with evidence of 19th century 
occupation. All archaeologically-relevant information has been recorded as part of the 
county Sites and Monuments Record. Specialist assessments of artefacts, ecofacts, 
standing buildings and documentary sources are included. A detailed archaeological 
research framework has been developed for Evesham, which will inform future 
archaeological investigations as well as management decisions. 
 
The historic core of Evesham contains buried archaeological deposits, and these are 
judged to have high potential. In addition there is high potential for the recovery of 
artefact and ecofact assemblages. The historic buildings constitute a complementary body 
of evidence, but are not numerous for early periods, and are judged to have moderate 
potential for detailed study and recording. The surviving documentary sources are 
moderate in quantity for the medieval period, but are numerous for the later post-medieval 
period, and there is moderate to high potential for further study is limited.  
 
 

1 Introduction 
 

1.1 Location and landuse 
 
The urban area of Evesham is located at NGR SP 038438 in Wychavon District. Evesham 
is a modern town situated at the junction of the A435 and A44 on the River Avon, with 
extensive modern development to the north, east and south of the historic core. The 
historic core of the town lay within a number of historic parishes: the area within the loop 
of the river was divided into the parishes of All Saints and St Lawrence, and the parish of 
Bengeworth lay east of the bridge.  
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1.2 Topography, geology and soils 
 
Evesham lies in a meander of the River Avon at a height of between 25m and 40m OD. 
The underlying topography consists of terraces on either side of the river. The soils are 
clayey alluvial soils of the Uffington series along the river on the west and of the Fladbury 
series on the east. On either side of the river, the soils are clayey alluvium of the Drayton 
series and stagnogleyic argillic brown earths of the Bishampton series (Soil Survey of 
England and Wales 1:50,000 map, sheet 150 and Beard et al 1986). The underlying drift 
geology consists of gravels of the Second and Third Terrace of the River Avon 
(Geological Survey of Great Britain 1:50,000 map, sheet 200). 
 

1.3 Chronological outline 
 
Early occupation. The evidence for early occupation at Evesham is slight. There is 
evidence for late Iron Age and Roman occupation in the form of artefacts, although the 
available evidence is not definitive; there is another possible Roman settlement to the 
north, at Twyford Bridge (Roberts 1980, 7; HWCM 2757). Evidence for early Anglo-
Saxon occupation is limited to the Hampton/ Fairfield area to the southwest of the town, 
on the west bank of the river (Roberts 1980, 10).  
 
Anglo-Saxon minster. The minster church of Evesham was established c 700 by Ecgwine, 
bishop of Worcester, possibly on the site of an old church that was "the work of the 
Britons" according to William of Malmesbury, writing in the early 12th century (Cox, D, 
1990, 123). The abbey of Evesham was granted a foundation of a large group of estates in 
south-east Worcestershire (Hooke 1990, 46-57). Ecgwine's church collapsed and was 
rebuilt c 970, and a new church dedicated to the Holy Trinity was built between 1017 and 
1037 by Earl Leofric, possibly attached to the older church (Cox, D, 1990, 124). Further 
enlargement took place between 1054 and 1055 when the Benedictine abbey was 
reconsecrated and a shrine to the canonised Bishop Ecgwine was established. 
 
The Anglo-Saxon settlement. In 1055 King Edward granted a port and market at 
Evesham (Beresford and Finberg 1973, 183). Market functions may have developed in 
response to pilgrims visiting the shrine of St Ecgwine (Roberts 1980, 12). Evesham did not 
have the status of a borough in Domesday Book, although the reference to "the men 
dwelling there pay 20s" may indicate an organised group of townsmen associated with the 
market (Thorn and Thorn 1982, 175c; VCH Worcs 2, 372, Hilton 1981, 2). The Anglo-
Saxon market place is assumed to be Merstow Green, at the main gate of the abbey (Bond 
1973, 46 and 1975, 57).  
 
The Norman abbey and town. The abbey was comprehensively rebuilt in the period from 
1078 by Abbot Walter, the crossing and chancel being built over the site of the demolished 
mid-11th century church (Cox, D, 1990, 125-6). It is probable that the settlement was 
urban by the late 11th to early 12th century (Hilton 1982, 2). The occupations of tenants in 
Evesham in the 12th century included weavers, fullers, carpenters, smiths, a parchment 
maker, bakers, cooks, fishmongers, vintners and millers, which indicates the urban nature 
of the settlement (ibid). The earliest documentary evidence for urban status is a late 12th 
century reference to inhabitants de novo burgo - "the new borough" (Beresford 1981, 64). 
This same documentary source records a total of 234 tenants and divides the town into 
four parts: Evesham, Ruinhulle, Berton and Novus Burgus (VCH Worcs 2, 372; Hilton 
1982, 3). The location of these four distinct areas is somewhat problematic (see below, 
section 6.2). Burgages are documented from the early 13th century (VCH Worcs 2, 372); 
there was a weekly market (documented in 1206) and three annual fairs (VCH Worcs 2, 
381). The population of Evesham in 1200 has been estimated as over 1000 (Hilton 1982, 
3). 
 
The medieval urban form. Evesham was laid out as a planned town focussed on a large 
funnel-shaped market place (High Street) running northwards from the abbey precinct, 
probably in the late 11th or early 12th centuries. This market place was the street called 
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Altus Vicus or Magnus Vicus in 1206 (VCH Worcs 2, 371). The evidence of a "grid plan" 
has been deduced in the area north of Bridge Street (Bond 1973) although Evesham does 
not conform to the criteria for a true grid plan proposed by Butler (1976, 33). 
Documentary evidence indicates that Bridge Street and Cowl Street existed by the early 
13th century and Oat Street by the early 14th century (VCH Worcs 2, 371). The two parish 
churches, St Lawrence's and All Saints', were built in the late 12th century within the 
abbey churchyard (Pevsner 1968, 147). The growth of the town was probably reflected by 
the development of two separate parishes in the town, with attendant parish churches. The 
extent of the borough can be reconstructed from the early 17th century charter (VCH 
Worcs 2, 372). 
 
The abbey and the town in the medieval period. The abbey continued to dominate its 
original estates throughout the medieval period, retaining the minster system of dependent 
chapels in surrounding villages (Bond 1988, 133). The abbey also dominated the town 
through the medieval period, and by the early 13th century the town was governed by two 
bailiffs, appointed by the abbot (VCH Worcs 2, 373). By the late 15th century the town 
was more independent of the abbey, and in the early 16th century the influence of the 
abbot on the election of the bailiffs was much reduced and an independent group of 
freemen had emerged (VCH Worcs 2, 373). There is no direct evidence for a merchant 
guild, although a "Holy Trinity Gild" was recorded in the 16th century. Evesham is 
documented as being represented at the parliaments of 1295 and 1337, although this does 
not seem to be certain (Merewether and Stephens 1835, 526; VCH Worcs 2, 372). A 
grammar school was based at the abbey as early as the mid-14th century, but in the mid-
16th century a new school was built on Merstow Green (Cox, B, 1977, 95).  
 
The medieval economy. The town grew in prosperity through the 13th to 16th centuries, 
initially based on the demand for goods and services by the abbey (Hilton 1982, 4). The 
town's bakery was controlled by the abbey and a baking oven that had been set up by a 
townsman was destroyed in 1362 (ibid, 6-7). Cloth was produced in the town from the 
12th century and a dyer is recorded in the 13th century (ibid, 5). Documentary evidence 
indicates that Evesham had a role in the export of wool in the early 14th century (VCH 
Worcs 2, 381), but it had developed a cloth manufacturing industry of more than local 
significance by the end of the 13th century (Hilton 1982, 3-4). There is documentary 
evidence for a range of textile other industries in Evesham, including caps, gloves and 
stockings (Cox, B, 1977, 126). In 1265 the Battle of Evesham was fought at Greenhill, just 
to the north of the medieval town (ibid, 37-9); following the rout of Simon de Montfort's 
army, the troops were slaughtered in the town and in the grounds of the abbey. However 
the town was not damaged during the battle.  
 
The Bengeworth suburb. The estate of Bengeworth, to the east of Evesham, was disputed 
between the abbeys of Evesham and Worcester in the medieval period and its early history 
is obscure. In Domesday Book it was split between the Abbot of Evesham and Urse 
d'Abitot, the Sheriff of Worcester (VCH Worcs 2, 397-8). The latter part of Bengeworth 
was subsequently held by the Beauchamp family, the hereditary sheriffs of Worcestershire, 
and a castle was built near the bridge in the mid-12th century (ibid, 398). Bengeworth 
castle was subsequently captured and demolished by the abbot (ibid, 399). Bengeworth 
was a small settlement in the early 13th century (ibid, 396), but documentary evidence 
indicates that it was developing as a suburb of Evesham, and two smiths are documented 
(Hilton 1982, 3). Bengeworth developed as a suburb of Evesham in the medieval period 
and became a relatively prosperous suburb by the end of the medieval period, with a 
fulling mill (VCH Worcs 2, 396). However the suburb was not legally part of the borough 
of Evesham until 1605 (VCH Worcs 2, 372). 
 
The dissolution and its aftermath. After the dissolution of the abbey in 1540 the town 
became the property of the crown. It was purchased in 1546 by Sir Philip Hoby, who 
already owned the abbey itself (VCH Worcs 2, 374). The abbey church and claustral range 
were rapidly demolished, although the bell tower was retained by the town. A number of 
buildings were converted into private dwellings. The eastern part of the abbey became 
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open space, and in the late 18th century the area was a public park, with a bowling green 
(Cox, D, 1990, 137). The Hoby family dominated the town from the mid-16th century, but 
were in conflict with the townspeople through the 16th century until it became a corporate 
borough in 1604, when its first charter was granted (VCH Worcs 2, 374-5).  
 
The post-medieval economy. The town was prosperous after the dissolution and Leland 
described it as "reasonably large with quite good timber buildings [with] a fine, large 
market place, and several attractive streets" (Chandler 1993, 507). In 1560 Evesham was 
said to be "the best occupied weekly market and the greatest thoroughfare in the county of 
Worcester or in any part of this realm" (Cox, B, 1977, 125). A town hall was built in the 
16th century in the market place (ibid, 49). The economic basis of the town in the post-
medieval period was a continuation of the medieval pattern, and the production of leather 
goods (eg boots) was important in the 17th century (ibid, 45). 
 
The second royal charter granted in 1605 established the government of the borough and 
incorporated Bengeworth (VCH Worcs 2, 375). From this date until 1865 two members 
were returned to parliament, as one of four parliamentary boroughs in Worcestershire 
(Merewether and Stephens 1835, 208). Evesham was garrisoned by Royalist forces during 
the Civil War: earthwork defences were built north of the town in 1642, and the bridge 
was torn down (Cox, B, 1977, 45). The town was captured by Parliamentary forces in 
1645 (ibid, 46-7), but on the whole the Civil War made little impact on the town. 
 
Evesham continued to be a prosperous market town through the 17th and 18th centuries 
(Cox, B, 1977, 125) and trade tokens were produced from the mid-17th century (Barnard 
1911, 85-8). The River Avon was made navigable between Tewkesbury and Stratford on 
Avon in 1639. As a consequence the river trade to and from Evesham developed, and 
wharves were constructed on either side of the bridge below the lock (Cox, B, 1977, 107). 
The river trade comprised imports of coal, sugar, tobacco, iron, lead and wood while 
exports included corn, other agricultural produce, and leather goods (ibid). The main road 
from Worcester to London was routed through Evesham from the mid-18th century and 
Evesham developed as a transportation centre on this major coaching road (ibid, 108). 
 
The manufacture of leather goods increased in the mid-18th century, and silk manufacture 
was introduced in 1770 (Cox, B, 1977, 126). Two fulling mills are documented in 
Bengeworth in the late 16th century, and other industries in the suburb included 
parchment, rope and nail making (VCH Worcs 2, 396). Flax was grown alongside the river 
to the northeast of the town. Brewing developed in response to the coaching trade, and 
there were six hop kilns in Brick-kiln Street in the mid-18th century (Cox, B, 1977, 126). 
It has been stated that market gardening developed in Evesham from the 17th century 
(VCH Worcs 2, 382), although horticulture on a large scale only developed in the later 
19th century. 
 
Chapels and meeting houses were established in Bengeworth and Evesham from 1676 
(Cox, B, 1977, 22). The medieval grammar school continued to function and new school 
was established in the 18th century (ibid, 95-6). Most of Port Street (Bengeworth) was 
burnt down in 1759 (ibid, 22-3). 
 
The 19th century economy. The economy of Evesham was in decline by the mid-19th 
century, and many industries disappeared, although cloth, bone manure and linseed oil 
were documented industries and market gardening remained important (VCH Worcs 2, 
382). However the town was revitalised by the construction of the railway in the 1850s, as 
this led to rapid development of market gardening and fruit growing which remain 
important today (Cox, B, 1977, 127).  
 

1.4 Placename studies 
 
Two early forms of the place-name are known: Cronuchomme and Eveshomme, both based 
on the element hamm, meaning "bend in the river", with the elements cornoc, "crane", or 
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Eof, a personal name (Mawer and Stenton 1927, 262-3). Merstow Green is documented in 
the 13th century as Merstowe, meaning "famous place", which probably referred to the 
entire abbey site (ibid, 263). Documentary sources also indicate the medieval names of 
medieval streets (VCH Worcs 2, 371). 
 

1.5 Syntheses of documentary and archaeological data  
 
The documentary evidence relating to Evesham and Bengeworth has been summarised by 
the Victoria County History (VCH Worcs 2, 371-404) and other useful information, 
particularly on the post-medieval social and economic development of the town, has been 
published elsewhere (Barnard 1911; Cox, B, 1977; Fryer and Jeremiah 1994). The 17th 
century borough records have been published in a scholarly edition (Roberts, S K, 1994). 
Antiquarian accounts of the abbey and town include Tindall (1794), Nash (1799) and 
Rudge (1820). The Anglo-Saxon charters of the Evesham estate have been translated and 
interpreted by Hooke (1990, 46-57, 344-7, 373-5, 377-82, 408-17), D Cox (1975) and 
Hemingway (nd).  
 
There is a recent account of the development of the abbey and its buildings, and the history 
of the site following the dissolution (Cox, D, 1990). A full bibliography of the abbey to 
1971 has been published (Cox, D, 1969 and 1971). Hilton has provided an account of the 
economic development of the town in the medieval period (Hilton 1982) and Bond has 
proposed a tentative model for the development of the planned town (Bond 1973, 44-7 and 
1975, 56-8): a model which is not entirely followed in this assessment (section 7.2).  
 
Archaeological excavations carried out in the abbey prior to 1975 are unpublished but 
have been described in an account which is the authoritative source for the early 
archaeological history of the monument (Cox, D, 1990). A previous assessment of the 
documentary and archaeological information has been carried out (Roberts, J, 1980), and 
there are a number of unpublished syntheses (eg Crickmore 1979). 
 
The present assessment was carried out by the Central Marches Historic Towns Survey in 
1994. The text was revised in March 1995 to incorporate the results of fieldwork 
undertaken by the Survey (see section 1.7). No information published after December 
1994 has been incorporated into this assessment. 
 

1.6 Cartographic sources  
 
Nineteenth century maps include Nathan Izod's 1827 maps of the parishes of All Saints 
and St Lawrence (Evesham) and Bengeworth (HWRO r899:251, BA 5044), and the 
Ordnance Survey first edition 1:2500 maps (Worcestershire sheets XLIX.3-4 and XLIX.15 
(1886-7).  
 

1.7 Archaeological excavations and surveys 
 
The first recorded excavation took place in the abbey grounds in 1811-34, and revealed the 
plan of most of the church and chapter house and the eastern range of claustral buildings 
(Rudge 1835; Cox, D, 1990, 137-8; HWCM 571). However it is probable that there were 
earlier excavations on the site of the abbey (Cox, D, 1990, 137). Further excavations were 
carried out in 1881, 1920 and 1958 (all unpublished, summarised in Cox, D, 1990, 138-9; 
HWCM 571). 
  
Evaluation excavations at the abbey have been carried out within the abbey precinct 
(Hughes 1990; HWCM 6005) and at The Almonry (Fagan 1993; HWCM 392). These 
demonstrated that extensive medieval and post-dissolution deposits associated with the 
abbey and its conventual buildings survive. A limited geophysical survey (ground probing 
radar) has also been carried out at the abbey (Hughes and Milligan 1989; HWCM 571). 
More systematic geophysical survey of the eastern part of the church and chapter house 
have confirmed the accuracy of Rudge's early 19th century excavation of the medieval 
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structures (Geophysical Surveys of Bradford 1994; HWCM 571). Parts of the precinct 
walls have been surveyed in detail (Hughes 1990, 157-61; HWCM 6005).  
 
Archaeological work in Evesham outside the abbey has been more limited, but stratified 
deposits have been recorded in relation to the medieval and post-medieval periods at two 
small excavations in Bridge Street (Hughes 1990, 161-8; HWCM 7544 and 7579). 
Archaeological investigations have recorded medieval and post-medieval deposits in High 
Street (HWCM 5244) and in Mill Street (Fagan et al 1994; HWCM 17838). Re-deposited 
12th century mouldings have been recovered during salvage recording in Port Street, 
Bengeworth (Topping 1994; HWCM 20154). A small excavation in Bewdley Street was 
carried out in 1978, and some 11th or 12th century pottery was recovered (unpublished: cf 
note in Schofield and Paliser 1981, 36; HWCM 812). 
 
An excavation was carried out at the junction of High Street and Swan Lane (the site of 
Cotswold House) and an evaluation at 1 Port Street (Bengeworth) in 1994, but post-
excavation on these sites was not complete at the end of December 1994 (M Napthan in 
prep: HWCM 5244 and HWCM 21661). 
 
A single complete building survey has been carried out in Evesham, of 1 Bridge Street/ 2 
High Street (Shoesmith and Morriss 1989; HWCM 3585 and 17022). The roof of St 
Lawrence's church has been surveyed (Templeton 1994; HWCM 564). 
 
Fieldwork was undertaken by the Central Marches Historic Towns Survey in October 
1994. This identified remains, investigated and revised the extent of components, and 
recorded 18th and 19th century cellarage and modern developments in the urban area. 
 

1.8 Acknowledgements and personnel 
 
Survey fieldwork was carried out by Hal Dalwood and Paul Godbehere. Analysis, report 
writing and editing were carried out by Hal Dalwood.  
 
 

2 Pre-urban archaeological evidence 
 
A few flint artefacts have been recovered from Evesham (HWCM 21047 and HWCM 
21048), as well as a number of late Iron Age silver coins (HWCM 21027). There is 
evidence for Roman occupation at Evesham in the form of small quantities of pottery, roof 
tile (tegulae) and coins from excavations in the abbey church (unpublished, see Cox, D, 
1990, 139; HWCM 571), the abbey courtyard (Hughes 1990; HWCM 6005) and The 
Almonry (Fagan 1993; HWCM 392). A cinerary urn containing the bones of a child was 
found in the 19th century (HWCM 21043). It has also been suggested that the "old church" 
said to be standing on the site of the abbey in c 700 was a Roman "estate church", which 
may indicate that Evesham is on the site of a villa (Cox, D, 1990, 123). However relatively 
small quantities of Roman artefacts have been recovered to date and it is not possible to 
identify the location or extent of Roman settlement, let alone assess the status of the 
settlement. The relationship with this evidence and the suggested Roman settlement site at 
Twyford Bridge (Roberts 1980, 7) remains uncertain. 
 
The sequence of construction of the Anglo-Saxon churches and some of the conventual 
buildings is known from the study of documentary sources (Cox, D, 1990, 123-5, 129). 
However no structural remains have been recorded at the abbey dating to the period, and 
no artefacts of the period have been recovered. It is probable that the Anglo-Saxon 
precinct was coincident with the identified medieval inner precinct component (see 
below).  
 
The documentary evidence indicates that there was a market and established settlement at 
Evesham by the mid-11th century, but there is no evidence for an urban settlement as is 
recorded at Pershore in Domesday Book (see above, section 1.3). The Anglo-Saxon 
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market place is also identified as a medieval market place (cf HWCM 20739), aligned on 
the west end of the abbey and the medieval gatehouse (HWCM 567). It is possible that a 
road (Littlewood Road and Briar Close) aligned on the east end of the market place 
represents an early routeway, pre-dating the urban foundation (Bond 1973, 44). 
 
 

3 Medieval archaeological evidence 
 

3.1 Medieval remains and buildings 
 
All recorded excavations in Evesham have produced evidence of medieval occupation. 
Excavation at the abbey was focused on the church and adjacent buildings, and is not fully 
published (Rudge 1820; Cox, D, 1990; HWCM 571). Recent work in the inner precinct 
was limited to determining the depth of post-medieval deposits, and produced little new 
information about the layout of the medieval abbey. However, quantities of redeposited 
medieval artefacts were recovered (Hughes 1990; HWCM 6005).  
 
Excavation to the rear of 37 Bridge Street have recorded medieval pits, gullies and a 
building, together with artefact and ecofact assemblages, dating between the 12th and 16th 
century (Hughes 1990; HWCM 7549). An evaluation to the rear of 23-25 Mill Street 
recorded further evidence of medieval gullies, with pottery, animal bone and plant remains 
(Fagan et al 1994; HWCM 17838). A hoard of 168 13th century silver coins was found in 
the 19th century near Merstow Green (HWCM 21044). 
 
Archaeological investigations in Bengeworth have been carried out to the south of Port 
Street, where a late medieval feature identified as a pond was recorded (Barber 1993; 
HWCM 12683). It is possible that this feature should be re-interpreted as an pit for soaking 
or holding liquid for undefined industrial purposes, which may reflect documentary 
evidence for fulling and other industries in the suburb. Limited salvage recording north of 
Port Street recorded redeposited medieval ceramics and 12th century stonework (Topping 
1994; HWCM 20154), which probably derived from Bengeworth Castle (HWCM 277). 
 
 
The Battle of Evesham (1265) was fought immediately north of the town at Greenhill, and 
the extent of the battlefield has been defined by English Heritage (1994). There are a total 
of fifteen medieval buildings or other structures in Evesham. Most of the buildings are 
associated with the abbey: the parish churches of St Lawrence and All Saints (HWCM 564 
and HWCM 565); the remnants of the abbey church (HWCM 572 and HWCM 17028); the 
bell tower (HWCM 566); The Almonry (HWCM 392); the gatehouse (HWCM 4567); the 
cemetery gate (HWCM 1284); a vicarage (HWCM 1285); the stables (HWCM 4558). 
Lengths of the medieval precinct walls survive (HWCM 575 and HWCM 2821). A small 
number of secular buildings survive: the Booth Hall in the market place (HWCM 1287), 
and three other buildings (HWCM 3569, HWCM 3549 and HWCM 4569). 
 

3.2 Medieval urban components 
 
Analysis of the available evidence indicates the existence of 18 medieval urban 
components. The characteristics of these urban components is summarised below. 

 
Religious house (HWCM 20736 and HWCM 15209). Two distinct elements of the 
abbey have been identified: the inner precinct (HWCM 20736) and the outer precinct 
(HWCM 15209).  
 
The inner precinct (HWCM 20736) contained the abbey church, chapter house and 
associated buildings (HWCM 571), the great gatehouse (HWCM 567), the almonry 
(HWCM 392), the infirmary (HWCM 569), the bell tower (HWCM 566), the 
monastic cemetery (HWCM 20738) and two barns (HWCM 19965 and HWCM 
4558). The north side of the inner precinct was defined by a precinct wall, known as 
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Abbot Reginald's Wall (HWCM 575). Excavation of part of the abbey church was 
carried out in the early 19th century (Rudge 1820) and although subsequent 
excavations have been carried out on the site of the church and its immediate area, 
these remain unpublished (Cox, D, 1990; HWCM 571). A number of small areas have 
been excavated within the inner precinct (Hughes 1990; HWCM 6005). Documentary 
evidence indicates the range of buildings within the inner precinct and their sequence 
of construction (Cox, D, 1990). 
 
The outer precinct (HWCM 15209) was largely an area of gardens, orchards and 
buildings associated with agriculture and horticulture (Bond 1973, 41-2), and is 
defined by the course of the River Avon and a medieval precinct wall, built by Abbot 
Chiriton in the early 14th century (HWCM 2821). The outer precinct was entered 
from Merstow Gren via the "Barton Gate" (HWCM 4560) and contained a dovecot 
(HWCM 3393) and three fishponds (HWCM 572, HWCM 573, HWCM 574). 
Medieval artefacts have been collected from the fields in the bend in the river 
(HWCM 9922). 
 
Castle (HWCM 277). Documentary evidence indicates a castle was built by the lords 
of the manor in the mid-12th century, and soon afterwards demolished by the abbot of 
Evesham (VCH Worcs 2, 398). A late medieval sword was recovered from the site 
(Watson 1994; HWCM 20726). Limited archaeological observation has recorded 
medieval pottery and roof tile, dated to the 13th to 14th century, and re-deposited 
stonework dated to the 12th century, probably derived from the demolition of the 
castle (Topping 1994; HWCM 20154). Further excavation in this area has been 
carried out (M Napthan pers comm; HWCM 21661). The component was defined 
from the Ordnance Survey map, which shows the location of the castle ditch visible in 
the late 19th century. 
 
 
Churchyards (HWCM 20737 and HWCM 20770). Two medieval churchyards are 
identified. The single churchyard of the two urban parishes of Evesham (HWCM 
20737) lay north of the abbey church and was documented as a distinct churchyard in 
the late 12th century (Cox, D, 1990, 132). The churchyard contains two parish 
churches, St Lawrence (HWCM 564) and All Saints (HWCM 565), a vicarage 
(HWCM 1285) and the site of a charnel chapel (HWCM 3383). The churchyard was 
entered from the north, via the cemetery gate (HWCM 1284). Burials have been 
recorded in the northwest part of the churchyard (HWCM 4104). The component is 
defined partly from modern property boundaries, and some extrapolation.  
 
Bengeworth was a separate parish and had its own churchyard (HWCM 20770), 
located at the east end of Port Street. The churchyard contained the medieval church 
of St Peter's (HWCM 4566) and the component was defined from the Ordnance 
Survey map (1886). 
 
Market places (HWCM 20739, HWCM 20768 and HWCM 20784). Two medieval 
market places are identified in the centre of Evesham, Merstow Green (HWCM 
20739) and Market Square/ High Street/ Vine Street (HWCM 20768). The Merstow 
Green market place is a large rectangular area west of the abbey, aligned on the abbey 
gateway (HWCM 567), which may have been laid out in the pre-conquest period (see 
above, section 2). Merstow Green was occupied in the medieval period (cf HWCM 
576) and it is probable that the area continued to have some functions as a market 
place after the layout of the new market place. It is documented as Merstow in 1202 
(VCH Worcs 2, 371). 
 
Market Place and High Street form a funnel-shaped market place (HWCM 20768) 
which with Vine Street was probably laid out in the late 11th to early 12th century, 
when Evesham was developed as a town. The market place seems to have been called 
Magnus Vicus 1202 or le Longstrete 1415 (VCH Worcs 2, 371) in the medieval period 
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and its form is typical of medieval towns. The component is defined from the 
Ordnance Survey map (1886). The market place contained a market hall (the Booth 
Hall), built in the 15th century (HWCM 1287). 
 
The triangular area at the east of Port Street, Bengeworth, is also identified as a 
market place (HWCM 20784). This may have had market place functions while 
Bengeworth was a separate settlement, but probably declined in importance as the 
suburban function developed. 
 
Street system (HWCM 20769). The names of some medieval streets were recorded in 
1202 (VCH Worcs 2, 371, 397) and can be identified: Brutstrete (Bridge Street), 
Colestrete (Cowl Street); other names were recorded later in the medieval period: 
Odestrete 1317 x 1344 (Oat Street) and Portstrete 1419 (Port Street). The medieval 
street system of Evesham consists of the documented streets as well as back lanes and 
other tracks leading out of the urban area, including the disused route to the west 
(Price 1983).  
 
Bridging point (HWCM 4561). The only medieval bridging point over the River 
Avon in Evesham was between Bridge Street and Port Street, and consisted of a 
medieval stone bridge (HWCM 4561).  
 
Tenement plots (HWCM 19952, HWCM 19953, HWCM 20735, HWCM 20771, 
HWCM 20772, HWCM 20773, HWCM 20774, HWCM 20775, HWCM 20776, 
HWCM 20777, HWCM 20778, HWCM 20779, HWCM 20780, HWCM 20783, 
HWCM 21000). An extensive series of tenements plots can be deduced from the 
Ordnance Survey first edition maps (1886-7). These show regular plot boundaries 
aligned on the main streets and regular back lanes and rear boundaries. A total of 
fifteen different components were defined, and archaeological investigations have 
demonstrated medieval occupation in five of these (HWCM 20735, HWCM 20772, 
HWCM 20773, HWCM 20775, HWCM 20780). 
 
The two tenement plot components (HWCM 20771 and HWCM 20772) aligned on 
the identified earlier market place of Merstow Green (HWCM 20739) may be the 
earliest occupied area in the town, and limited archaeological information has 
indicated medieval occupation of this area (HWCM 576). It is probable that the 
tenement plot components (HWCM 19953, HWCM 20735, HWCM 20772, HWCM 
20774, HWCM 20777, HWCM 20779) adjacent to the identified medieval market 
place (HWCM 20768) constitute a major episode of town planning and were laid out 
in the late 11th to early 12th century when Evesham seems to have been developed as 
a town. Archaeological evidence from these tenement plot components is however 
limited, although medieval pottery has been recovered from one area (HWCM 5244). 
 
The layout of tenement plots (HWCM 20773, HWCM 20775, HWCM 20776 and 
HWCM 20778) in the eastern part of the town, aligned on Bridge Street, Oat Street 
and Cowl Street may be of later date. Archaeological investigation in two tenement 
plot components (HWCM 20773 and HWCM 20775) has produced medieval pottery 
dated to the 12th to early 13th century which indicates that these areas were occupied 
in the medieval period (Crooks 1990, 173-4, HWCM 7579; Fagan et al 1994, 8, 
HWCM 17838).  
 
Documentary evidence indicates that Bengeworth developed as a suburb of Evesham 
from the 13th century, and it is probable that the identified tenement plot components 
in Bengeworth were laid out no earlier than the 13th century. Investigations to the 
south of Port Street in a small area produced late medieval (15th century) pottery 
(Barber 1993, appendix 1; HWCM 12683). 
 
Public buildings (HWCM 1020). Although there is no direct documentary evidence 
for a guild at Evesham, there is circumstantial evidence for a medieval craft guild with 
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a hall (HWCM 1020) near the bridge (Hilton 1982, 6). The component is defined 
based on the extent of other components.  
 
Mill (HWCM 20785). There is documentary evidence for a mill at Evesham from the 
11th century (HWCM 4571) and a mill component is identified north of the bridge on 
the Evesham side of the river. There are documentary references to other medieval 
mills in Evesham and Bengeworth which are unlocated. 
 

3.3 Medieval urban form 
 
Definition and classification. The extent of the medieval urban form (HWCM 
19820) was defined as the area of the components described above. The limits of the 
urban form are confirmed by archaeological, documentary and cartographic evidence 
for the extent of the occupied area. The available evidence indicates that the urban 
form should be classified as a medieval medium-sized town (English Heritage 1992).  
 
Survival. There is good survival of the medieval urban form to the present day. 
Buried remains survive in the abbey inner precinct and a number of tenement plots. A 
total of 15 medieval buildings survive in Evesham, including fragmentary structures 
and the ruins of the abbey. The modern town plan preserves much of the plan of the 
medieval town in the form of burgage plots, street frontages, market places, bridging 
point and street plan.  
 
 

4 Post-medieval archaeological evidence 
 

4.1 Post-medieval remains and buildings 
 
A total of five archaeological investigations have produced evidence of post-medieval 
occupation in Evesham. Excavation in the inner precinct of the abbey recorded deposits 
and artefact assemblages associated with the later use of the abbey as gardens and 
horticultural land (Hughes 1990; HWCM 6005). An evaluation adjacent to The Almonry 
(HWCM 392) produced evidence for post-medieval demolition of parts of the medieval 
building and construction of other buildings (Fagan 1993). Excavation at 36 Bridge Street 
(HWCM 7579) and 16-18 Bridge Street (HWCM 7544) revealed 16th to 18th century pits 
with artefact and animal bone assemblages (Hughes 1990). An evaluation at 23-25 Mill 
Street produced limited evidence of post-medieval occupation (Fagan et al 1994, 10; 
HWCM 17838). There are many buildings in Evesham of 18th century date as well as 
some of 17th century date (Pevsner 1968, 148-50; see section 6.4). 
 

4.2 Post-medieval urban components 
 
Analysis of the evidence summarised above indicated a total of 18 post-medieval urban 
components. The characteristics of these urban components is summarised below. 

 
Open spaces (HWCM 21021 and HWCM 20739). Documentary evidence indicates 
that the eastern part of the inner precinct (cf HWCM 20736) became open space in the 
post-medieval period, and was later used as a public park. The identified early 
medieval market place at Merstow Green (HWCM 20739) probably lost its market 
place function during the post-medieval period and became an open space. 
 
Churchyards (HWCM 21049 and HWCM 20770). The two identified medieval 
churchyards continued in use in the post-medieval period. The medieval churchyard 
(cf HWCM 20737) containing the parish churches of All Saints and St Lawrence was 
reduced in size by post-medieval encroachment (see tenement plot component 
HWCM 21024), and is identified as a post-medieval churchyard (HWCM 21049).  
 
The medieval churchyard in Bengeworth (HWCM 20770) continued in use in the 
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post-medieval period, as Bengeworth continued as a separate parish with its own 
church after Bengeworth was incorporated into the town in 1605. 
 
Chapels (HWCM 269, HWCM 2205, HWCM 20731, HWCM 20732). A total of four 
non-conformist chapels were built in Evesham and Bengeworth in the 17th and 18th 
centuries. A Friend's Meeting House and burial ground (HWCM 20731) was 
established in 1676 in Cowl Street; the component contains the recorded Meeting 
House (HWCM 19955). The first Baptist chapel was built in Port Street, Bengeworth, 
in 1704 (HWCM 20732) and was replaced by a new chapel in Cowl Street in 1788 
(HWCM 2205). A chapel was built by the Countess of Huntingdon's Connexion in 
Mill Street in 1789 (HWCM 269). 
 
Market place (HWCM 21051). It is probable that only one of the identified medieval 
market places remained in use in the post-medieval period: the Market Place/ High 
Street/ Vine Street market place (HWCM 21051). The component contained a town 
hall, built c 1586 (HWCM 4572). There was encroachment on the south and east sides 
of the market place during the post-medieval period (ie tenement plot components 
HWCM 21023 and HWCM 21024), which reduced the size of the market place from 
its medieval predecessor (cf HWCM 20768). 
 
Street system (HWCM 20769). The identified medieval street system continued in 
use in the medieval period.  
 
Bridging point (HWCM 4561). The medieval bridging point over the River Avon and 
its medieval bridge remained in use throughout the post-medieval period.  
 
Tenement plots (HWCM 19952, HWCM 19953, HWCM 20735, HWCM 20771, 
HWCM 20772, HWCM 20773, HWCM 20774, 20775, HWCM 20776, HWCM 
20777, HWCM 20778, HWCM 20779, HWCM 20780, HWCM 20783, HWCM 
21000). All the identified medieval tenement plot components remained in use in the 
post-medieval period, and the occupied area grew in a number of areas, including 
encroachment on the market place (HWCM 21023 and HWCM 21024), and 
conversion of the conventual buildings to the west of the inner precinct to dwellings 
(HWCM 21022). Archaeological evidence for post-medieval occupation has been 
recovered from three tenement plot components (HWCM 20773, HWCM 20775 and 
HWCM 21022). 
 
Public buildings (HWCM 568, HWCM 1020 and HWCM 17041). Three public 
building components are identified: two schools and a workhouse. The medieval 
grammar school (HWCM 568) remained in use as a school in the post-medieval 
period. A second school, the John Deacle School, was built in Bengeworth in 1740 
(HWCM 17041). The identified medieval guildhall (HWCM 1020) was used as a 
workhouse in the post-medieval period.  
 
Mill (HWCM 20785). The identified medieval mill continued in use in the post-
medieval period.  
 
Town quays (HWCM 21028 and HWCM 21029). Town quays were built on the 
River Avon when the river was made navigable in the mid-17th century. These were 
used for riverine trade through the post-medieval period. 
 

4.3 Post-medieval urban form 
 
Definition and classification. The post-medieval urban form (HWCM 21050) has 
been defined and mapped, based on the extent of identified post-medieval urban 
components. There is no evidence that any major expansion occurred beyond the 
limits of the medieval urban form (cf HWCM 19820) before AD 1800. The available 
evidence indicates that the urban form can be classified as a post-medieval medium-
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sized town (English Heritage 1992). 
 
Survival. Excavations demonstrated that buried remains survive. There is good 
survival of the post-medieval urban form, including many 18th century buildings, the 
street system, building frontages and tenement plot boundaries. The Civil War 
defences lie outside the urban area, and run east to west and cut of a loop of the river. 
The line of the defences is approximately known (Barnard 1911; HWCM 2230). 
 

5 Post-1800 archaeological evidence  
 
The remit of the present study has not allowed for a detailed survey and assessment of the 
archaeological evidencerealting to Evesham for the period from 1800. Further work is 
required before such an assessment can be carried out. However major archaeological 
remains have been identified, including railway lines (HWCM 19956, HWCM 19957, 
HWCM 19958, HWCM 19959) and railway stations (HWCM 19960 and HWCM 19960), 
gasworks (HWCM 20734), the cattle market (HWCM 19961). A number of industrial sites 
have been located, including breweries (HWCM 20786 and HWCM 20787), a tannery 
(HWCM 19962), and limekilns (HWCM 20728 and HWCM 20729). Other 19th century 
buildings and structures include Avon Mill (HWCM 17026), the Workman Bridge 
(HWCM 19951), and a methodist chapel (HWCM 19954).  
 
 

6 Specialist assessments 
 

6.1 Assessment of artefactual evidence J D Hurst 
 
A considerable amount of artefactual evidence is available for Evesham. The earliest 
artefacts from the study area are of prehistoric date. These comprise lithics (eg HWCM 
17838) and Iron Age coins (HWCM 21027). Roman artefacts have been noted at several 
sites, and these have usually consisted of pottery, or coins (eg HWCM 6005). There is, 
however, a reference to a complete cinerary urn from Bewdley Street (HWCM 21043).  
 
A number of Anglo-Saxon artefacts were recovered from a cemetery in Great Hampton 
(HWCM 2707), and these included weapons and jewellry, some of the latter being of gold. 
Another Anglo-Saxon burial was discovered in the Fairfield area (HWCM 2702; Walters 
1955), and this was also associated with several brooches, beads, a copper alloy ring and 
an iron knife. 
 
Medieval artefacts have been recovered in some quantity from the Abbey area in particular 
(HWCM 6005). These have consisted mainly of pottery, floor tile, and roof tile. Other 
objects of this period have also been recorded, and these included a seal matrix, a hoard of 
medieval coins associated with a finger ring (HWCM 21044), and floor tiles (Eames 
1980). 
 
Post-medieval artefacts comprise a wide range of types, including ceramic building 
materials and coins (eg HWCM 6005). 
 
 

6.2 Assessment of environmental evidence E A Pearson 
 
Various types of biological remains have been recovered from archaeological 
investigations, or observed during construction and demolition work in Evesham. The 
range of biological remains recovered has diversified particularly as a result of wet-sieving 
samples for environmental analysis in recent years, although the sites have generally been 
small in size. 
 
Human burials. Human burials have been discovered in several instances during 
construction or demolition work in the town, providing an indication of the location of 
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possible burial grounds but little other information. Human bones of seventh century date 
were discovered at Little Hampton (HWCM 2707), of Roman date at Bewdley Street in 
the 1920s (HWCM 21043) and of uncertain date at Port Street, Bengeworth (HWCM 
4164). At 21 Vine Street two bodies were discovered at the edge of the churchyard, which 
had been burnt in a pit without coffins together with two or three dogs (HWCM 4104). 
They were interpreted as medieval plague or smallpox victims because of the 
circumstances of burial, and because this area of land was known to have been used for 
burial of such victims in the past. 
 
There are several documentary descriptions of the cemeteries of Evesham Abbey, which 
indicate there was a separate cemetery for the monks and a charnal house chapel. Various 
skeletons have been recovered from early excavations at the Abbey (HWCM 571; Cox 
1990). 
 
The only human remains which have been studied by a specialist are those recovered 
during excavations in the Abbey precinct (Roberts, C, 1990; HWCM 6005). Although a 
full identification list was prepared, only limited interpetation was possible due to the 
fragmentary nature of the remains and the secondary nature of the contexts. 
 
Animal bones. Small assemblages of large mammal bones of medieval and post-medieval 
date were analysed from sites in the Abbey precinct (Lovett 1990; HWCM 6005). Analysis 
of the remains showed variation in the relative proportion of common species by trench 
and by phase, mostly representing domestic activity, with the exception of a late medieval 
assemblage incorporating craft or industrial waste.  
 
Large mammal bones recovered from Coopers Lane (HWCM 12683; Maltby 1993) and 
the High Street (HWCM 5244) have allowed minimal interpretation, showing different 
proportions of common domesticates. Fish and small mammal bones were also recovered, 
but in quantities too small to merit specialist analysis. 
 
In general the quantity of large mammal bones recovered from evaluations and 
excavations has been greater than many other areas of Hereford and Worcester, where 
acidic soils often prohibit good preservation of faunal remains. It is therefore likely that 
excavations of relatively large size, where there is a comprehensive sampling strategy, 
would yield bone assemblages meriting detailed specialist analysis.  
  
Plant remains. Charred and uncharred plant remains of medieval to post-medieval date 
have been recovered from pit and ditch deposits at Coopers Lane, Bengeworth (HWCM 
12683; Pearson 1993), Mill Street (HWCM 17838; Fagan et al) and the High Street 
(HWCM 5244). The assemblages were characteristic of the type of material frequently 
recovered from rubbish disposal deposits, consisting of charred cereal debris and 
uncharred seeds of plants growing in the local surroundings.  
 

6.3 Assessment of primary documentary sources P A Stamper 
 
The town of Evesham with its abbey has long attracted historians (eg Tindal 1794). In the 
1960s and 1970s, until brought to a close for financial reasons, the town was at the heart of 
the ambitious Vale of Evesham Historical Research Society. However the available 
documentation for the town is no more than average for a place of its size and status in the 
medieval period; it is voluminous for the 18th and 19th centuries (see section 9). 
 

6.4 Assessment of buildings R K Morriss 
 
Evesham has retained a large number of historic buildings, particularly brick-built ones of 
the 18th century. Earlier buildings, excepting those associated with the abbey, are timber-
framed. The dispersal of these earlier buildings indicate that the town was built up to a 
similar extent in the early 17th century as it was in the mid-19th century, before fairly 
comprehensive expansion. 
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Medieval timber-framed buildings adjacent to the abbey precincts were related to the 
running of the abbey, such as the Almonry (HWCM 392) and the late 15th century "Old 
Vicarage" attached to Abbot Reginald's Gateway (HWCM 1285). As such they do not 
relate directly to the development of the town itself. The surviving secular medieval 
buildings are confined to the central area of the town. The most spectacular is the late 15th 
century "Round House" in the Market Place (HWCM 1287), close-studded and jettied all 
round; possibly the town's Booth Hall. In terms of urban development, more significant 
survivals are found towards the bottom end of Bridge Street and on Cowl Lane. The 
former Crown Hotel (HWCM 2891) was clearly a building of some pretensions, set round 
a courtyard and possibly built as an inn. It is a rare survival in Bridge Street of a pre-18th 
century building, although this street was built up by the 13th century. 
 
Of more interest is the building at the northern end of Cowl Street (18-19 Cowl Street; 
HWCM 3569). This close-studded timber-framed house is jettied on its two street facades, 
and probably dates to the late 15th century. Its design suggests that it was built when this 
part of the town was already built up, and when there was a degree of pressure on street 
frontages. This area is now a mixture of car-parks and empty plots, with only a few 
buildings of 18th and 19th century dates. Documentary evidence indicates Cowl Street was 
built up by the early 13th century, but nothing else remains above ground to indicate this 
other than this one building. 
 
By the later 16th century it is clear that most of the central area was as built up as it is now. 
The process of infilling of the southern portion had certainly taken place by the later 15th 
century and could well have occurred earlier. The complex series of property boundaries 
and number of houses without gardens or yard indicate severe pressure on the available 
land. The untidy division of this area contrasts with the relatively ordered property 
divisions lining Bridge Street and High Street. Parallel to the High Street to the west is a 
service land to which the narrow plot boundaries run. In contrast to these areas, the 
development around Merstow Green is also irregular, although the earliest surviving 
buildings are of late 16th century date. It is possible that this less rigidly planned area 
represents an earlier settlement pattern to that of the rest of the town centre. 
 
In general the buildings in the town centre are fairly tightly packed along the street fronts 
of the principal thoroughfares, but most are reasonably wide. Many of the surviving 
timber-framed buildings were of two storeys with attics. The large-scale late 17th and 18th 
century remodelling of the town indicates that the town was prosperous at that period. 
Some of the buildings are of very high quality, such as Dresden House in High Street 
which is brick built, of five bays and dated to 1692 (HWCM 3498). Most Georgian 
buildings are three storeys high and often built parallel to the street.  
 
The absence of buildings of this date in the back lanes is a little surprising, especially as 
many of the buildings in Bengeworth seem to date to this period. However, much of the 
back lane areas have been radically redeveloped and the survival of rear buildings behind 
the facades is poor in all of the town except the area west of High Street. Indeed, the town 
seems to have suffered quite badly from unsympathetic developments in the last 30 years 
or so. In Bengeworth the oldest buildings seem to date to the 18th century and are quite 
humble brick structures seldom more than two storeys high. 
 
Survey and analysis. There have been some surveys of individual buildings within the 
town (eg Shoesmith and Morriss 1989) but no synthetic study. 
 
Assessment of the listing details. The listing is dated to 1977. It is comprehensive but not 
particularly well detailed. Although adequate in most respects, there are some unreliable 
entries: eg in a few cases (eg 37-41 and 47 Bridge Street) two separate buildings have been 
described as being one. 58-60 High Street (HWCM 17025) is described as being of early 
17th century date (though no hint of the material used); however, it contains `Elizabethan' 
wall paintings! 
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7 Archaeological research framework 
 

7.1 Model of urban development 
 
A model of the medieval and post-medieval town of Evesham has been produced which is 
predictive and capable of testing through archaeological investigation. This model has both 
chronological and spatial (landuse) dimensions (see sections 2 to 6) and is based on an 
analysis of documentary, cartographic and archaeological sources. The model is derived 
from the current academic understanding of urban development in Britain, and forms one 
element of a developing regional research framework. The model is provisional and will 
be subject to confirmation or revision in the future as new information becomes available, 
or new studies lead to changing understandings of towns in the region. 
 

7.2 Chronological framework 
 
The archaeological and documentary evidence indicates that urban occupation commenced 
in the late 11th or early 12th century but probably developed from the nucleus of an 
Anglo-Saxon rural settlement. 
 
There was possibly a Roman rural settlement within the urban area of Evesham. This 
should be considered in the context of the intensive Roman settlement pattern in the Avon 
valley, and should not be considered as the origin of the town. The documentary reference 
to the pre-eighth century church, said to be "the work of the Britons" remains enigmatic, 
although it may indicate the survival of a late Roman building (Cox, D, 1990, 123). 
Archaeological evidence from future investigations should be carefuly assessed in order to 
determine the extent and status of this settlement. 
 
The abbey was founded in the early eighth century but nothing is known of contemporary 
occupation at the site. It is documented that a market centre had devloped by the mid-11th 
century, probably at the gates of the abbey. No archaeological evidence has been recorded 
which relates to the early settlement, and this probably reflects the low level of 
archaeological work in the probable area of the settlement, around Merstow Green.  
 
Documentary and archaeological evidence provide no direct indications for the pattern of 
development of the town. It is probable that the town was planned around a funnel-shaped 
market place, laid out on a north-south alignment, comprising Market Street and High 
Street. Other original elements of the planned town were a wide street (Vine Street) 
connecting the market place to the older Merstow Green market place, and Bridge Street 
which was the route to the east and south. 
 
Study of the morphology of the street pattern suggested the existence of a "grid plan" north 
of the abbey, in the area of Cowl Street and Oat Street (Bond 1973). However the street 
pattern does not conform to the criteria for a true grid plan proposed by Butler (1976). It is 
likely that Oak Street and Cowl Street were developed as planned parts of the town later in 
the medieval period, in the 12th or 13th century. The Bengewoth suburb was probably a 
development of the late 13th to early 14th century 
 
Currently the earliest archaeological evidence dates from the town dates from the 12th to 
13th century: the identification of earlier deposits may help clarify the development of the 
town. 
 
The development of the town in the late medieval and post-medieval periods is moderately 
well-documented, and there is little evidence of expansion of the medieval occupied area 
before the end of the 18th century, except for encroachment on the market place and the 
churchyard. For the post-medieval period archaeological evidence has potential for 
investigating the effect of the dissolution of the abbey and subsequent gaining of corporate 
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status, and the impact of the development of river trade from the mid-17th century.  
 

7.3 Urban landuse 
 
The medieval and post-medieval components identified here (sections 4.2 and 5.2) have 
been mapped and constitute a model of urban landuse for each period. These landuse 
models are partial and provisional and capable of testing through archaeological 
investigation. 
 
The abbey. The Benedictine abbey was rebuilt in the late 11th century and is the site of 
two pre-Conquest churches. There is to date no archaeological evidence for these earlier 
churches, and the location and extent of ancillary buildings and cemeteries is not closely 
predictable on the basis of the morphology of contemporary sites. The excavation in the 
1820s in the monastic precinct revealed the plan of the transepts, chancel, and the chapter 
house demolished after the dissolution. A number of structures survived the dissolution, 
principally the bell tower and the almonry. The site of the abbey, although little survives 
above ground, is clearly of very high archaeological potential. 
 
A significant modification to the town in the post-medieval period was the destruction of 
the abbey and many of its buildings. There is documentary evidence for the subsequent use 
of part of the inner precinct for private houses, but the site of the church itself was retained 
as open space. The outer precinct remained an area of horticultural and agricultural land, 
which has been built up in some areas in the 20th century.  
 
Tenement plots. The evidence for pre-Conquest occupation outside the abbey precinct 
rests on cartographic and archaeological evidence. The evidence indicates the development 
of a settlement area around a rectilinear market place west of the abbey, but the nature and 
extent of the occupation is unknown. The definition of the extent of Anglo-Saxon 
occupation is a priority.  
 
The documentary evidence indicates a number of divisions of the town in the early 13th 
century, which may have important implications. The division of the estate into two 
distinct parishes (All Saints and St Lawrence) may reflect the growing separation between 
the abbey and the town. The reference to four different named parts of the town (Bertun, 
Evesham, Novus Burgus and Ruinhulle) has given rise to a number of attempts to identify 
these areas on the ground. The meaning of these terms is obscure, and has not been 
resolved, but the evidence and discussion has been summarised here. 
 
Bertun (Barton) had 91 tenants and has been identified as the Merstow Green area, since a 
gate to the west of the Almonry was called Barton Gate (HWCM 4560; Bond 1973; 
Roberts, J, 1980, 13). However it is uncertain if this area could have been limited to the 
area immediately adjacent to Merstow Green. Evesham had 98 tenants and clearly formed 
a major part of the town, but cannot be readily identified either, although has been 
suggested that Evesham referred to the Bridge Street area (Crickmore 1979, 5).  
 
Two other areas are recorded, Novus Burgus (15 tenants) and Ruinhalle (15 tenants). 
Roberts suggested that "the new borough" lay west of the High Street and Ruinhalle lay 
east of the High Street (Roberts, J, 1980, 14). Although cartographic evidence indicates 
that the identification of Ruinhalle is correct, it is not clear where the Novus Burgus lay. 
 
Excavation has demonstrated the potential of these plots for revealing evidence for 
medieval domestic occupation. The full range of information has not yet been explored, 
such as evidence relating to the spatial distribution of different industries, the relative 
wealth of different areas of the town, and how these changed through time. Bengeworth 
seems to have developed as a suburb of Evesham in the medieval period, and may have 
acquired a number of particular crafts and industries during the period. 
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7.4 Potential for survival of buried remains 
 
The excavation of the abbey in 1811-34 demonstrated the survival of substantial medieval 
remains in that area of the town. There is high potential for the survival of important 
buried remains relating to the pre-conquest monastic precinct and its churches. The 
evidence from excavations in tenement plots indicates that buried remains relating to 
medieval domestic occupation can be expected to survive throughout the urban area. 
Fieldwork has demonstrated that medieval deposits survive beneath shallow post-medieval 
stratigraphy, although deeply stratified deposits may survive in restricted locations. The 
pattern of streets has survived well, although the medieval bridge was replaced in the 19th 
century. There is potential for survival of buried remains relating to streets despite modern 
service trenches. 
 
Fieldwork was undertaken by the Central Marches Historic Towns Survey in October 
1994. The extent of 18th and 19th century cellarage was mapped, together with the extent 
of 20th century development (new buildings and major landscaping work). This showed 
that there was little cellarage along the main streets and extensive modern redevelopment 
within the historic core. It is likely that evidence for more extensive cellarage has been 
obscured by modern refurbishment of frontages and pavements. 
 

7.5 Potential for artefactual studies J D Hurst 
 
Several archaeological investigations has been undertaken in Evesham, and so the extent 
of surviving artefactual evidence in buried deposits may be assessed in some detail. There 
is a potentially long occupation sequence, commencing at least in the middle Anglo-Saxon 
period, and this is rare in the region. It is also likely that contexts that have not been 
sampled to date, for instance the Abbey fishponds, could be of significance for the survival 
of artefactual evidence as they may include waterlogged finds.  
 
Well-stratified deposits are present, and although post-medieval activity will have caused 
some disturbance of earlier deposits in tenement plot components, deposits in the area of 
the Abbey precinct have remained largely undisturbed since the Dissolution. 
 
Period discussion. A considerable quantity of artefacts have been discovered in Evesham 
and so some assessment of the range of periods represented and their significance may be 
undertaken. For the prehistoric period artefacts are rare and it is possible that these are 
stray finds. Roman artefacts are so regularly recovered here that D C Cox (1990) has 
suggested the presence of a Roman settlement. This view is supported by the presence of a 
burial, and of Roman-style roofing tile, though the extent of any possible occupation 
remains unclear.  
 
The occurrence of early Anglo-Saxon finds in the vicinity of Evesham is notable, although 
the find is of some antiquity, and little other information is available about the site. Later 
Anglo-Saxon finds have been extremely rare, and have only occurred in later contexts. 
Earlier medieval (11th to 12th century) finds in contemporary deposits have not often been 
encountered in the town. Both the Abbey and town have provided at least one example 
each, respectively Abbot Reginald's Wall (HWCM 6005; Crooks 1990, 172), and 16/18 
Bridge Street (HWCM 7544; Crooks 1990, 174).  
 
Artefacts are better represented from the 13th century onwards. Large amounts of pottery 
suggest that trading links were well-developed with pottery from Brill/ Boarstall 
(Buckinghamshire) and Stamford (Lincolnshire), and more local sources such as 
Worcester and the Malvern area. The medieval floor tiles from the abbey has indicated 
links with Bordesley Abbey and Worcester (White 1990).  
 
Overall pottery groups have been of varied size (ie from under 100 to over 1000 sherds), 
medieval and post-medieval pottery being best represented. Some vessel profiles have 
been recorded, and limited identification of pottery fabrics has taken place for assemblages 
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from some sites, notably the recent abbey excavations (HWCM 6005; Crooks 1990). The 
medieval floor tile from Evesham is one of the larger assemblages from the county, and 
contains a wide range of types and patterns of decoration (White 1990). 
 
Comparison with documentary evidence. Documentary evidence suggests that many 
industries and crafts were based in the town from the 12th century onwards. These 
included several textile related activities (ie weaving and fulling), and smithing. Metal 
working in gold and silver is documented (Backhouse, Turner, and Webster 1984). In the 
post-medieval period textiles continued to be an important industry, with flax production 
also taking place. 
 

7.6 Potential for environmental remains E A Pearson 
 
Excavation and antiquarian finds have demonstrated well-preserved environmental 
remains in the town. The local soil conditions and topography also provide in some areas 
good potential for recovery of environmental remains in the future.  
 
As the soils are generally seasonally waterlogged (the extent of the waterlogging 
depending on the proximity to the river) there may be good conditions for the preservation 
of organic remains by waterlogging, particularly where the soils are of the Uffington or 
Fladbury series as these soils have high organic matter contents. In such conditions, 
archaeological deposits are an important source of a wide variety of well preserved 
material. This can provide information relating to the surrounding environment and to 
dumped occupational rubbish, particularly where tenement plots are close to the river. 
 
The soils are calcareous, providing good conditions for the preservation of faunal remains 
such as animal bone and molluscs. This has been reflected in the relatively good 
preservation in this area of the county. Data is gradually accumulating which can be used 
as a basis for comparison with other towns. Environmental remains providing information 
on the diet and occupational activities of people living in the town may be recovered from 
the tenement plots, particularly near the river where the greatest range of material is likely 
to be found. 
 
Alluvial deposits frequently seal rich archaeological landscapes with a high potential for 
environmental studies (Robinson 1992). As Evesham is situated in an area of extensive 
alluvial deposits, it is therefore an area of high potential. Much information can be gained 
on a changing landscape heavily influenced by human activities, not only by the study of 
the wide range of biological remains frequently preserved, but also by the sediments 
themselves. These studies can highlight periods of alluviation which often appear to reflect 
changes in landscape use (particularly clearance and agricultural activity). 
 
As the extent to which environmental remains have been studied in detail by specialists is 
limited, further environmental material is likely to be of interest. This could provide 
information on the past environment, diet, living conditions and agricultural or industrial 
economy. Future excavation should include a policy of sampling and wet-sieving for 
macrofossils, such as plant, mollusc and small animal bones in conjunction with hand-
collection of larger items. Where appropriate, specialist sampling for soil and pollen 
analysis, may be required. 
 

7.7 Potential for study of standing buildings R K Morriss 
 
Evesham still has a large collection of historic buildings and is deserving of an extensive 
survey of its architectural stock. Such a work would then be able to assess which buildings 
require more intensive survey and archaeological recording. 
 

7.8 Summary of research potential  
 
The historic core of Evesham contains buried archaeological deposits, and these are judged 
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to have high potential. In addition there is high potential for the recovery of artefact and 
ecofact assemblages. The historic buildings constitute a complementary body of evidence, 
but are not numerous for early periods, and are judged to have moderate potential for 
detailed study and recording. The surviving documentary sources are moderate in quantity 
for the medieval period, but are numerous for the later post-medieval period, and there is 
moderate to high potential for further study is limited.  
 
 

8 Management framework 
 
8.1 Urban archaeological area 

 
The mapped extent of the medieval and post-medieval urban forms defined above indicate 
the extent of the urban area (Evesham Archaeological Urban Area). 
 

8.2 Existing protection measures 
 
The archaeological urban area of Evesham is defined above (section 7.1). The different 
parts of the urban area are afforded measures of protection through legislation and the 
planning process. The relevant measures are outlined below. 
 

Scheduled ancient monuments. There are six Scheduled Ancient Monuments within 
the area of archaeological interest, the abbey (Here and Worc 253; HWCM 571); 
Abbot Reginald's gateway and old vicarage (Here and Worc 254; HWCM 1285 and 
HWCM 1288); Abbot Cherington's Wall (Here and Worc 221; HWCM 2821); St 
Peter's Church, Bengeworth (Here and Worc 255; HWCM 4566); Booth Hall (Here 
and Worc 304; HWCM 1287); Walker Hall (Here and Worc 305; HWCM 1288). It is 
possible that following the current Monuments Protection Programme, English 
Heritage may modify the scheduled areas or add other monuments in Evesham to the 
schedule. 
 
Listed buildings. There are a total of 148 buildings listed as of historical or 
architectural importance within the urban area. Buildings of special architectural or 
historic interest should receive very special attention. Such buildings are limited in 
their number and there is a need to protect and preserve them. The presumption when 
considering applications to demolish or alter is in favour of preservation. This 
presumption is also likely to preserve archaeological remains beneath and 
immediately around such buildings from development. It is important that the 
architectural and archaeological interests are considered together. 
 
The alteration of listed buildings requires the greatest skill and care to avoid damage 
to historic structures. Specialist architectural advice is given by the County 
Conservation Architect or through the District's own conservation officer where that 
District Council has their own specialist staff. 
 
Conservation Areas. A Conservation Area has been defined which partially 
encompasses the archaeological area (Wychavon District Local Plan. Written 
statement: deposit version (1992)). 
 
Registered battlefield. The site of the Battle of Evesham (1265) is a proposed 
Registered Battlefield (English Heritage 1994). The extent of the battlefield is defined 
to include an area which lies north of the defined historic urban area, but impinges 
slightly on the study area. 
 

8.3 Management approach 
 
Evesham Archaeological Urban Area contains buried remains relating to Roman, medieval 
and post-medieval occupation. Medieval and post-medieval urban forms have been 
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identified. These buried remains contained with the archaeological urban area varying in 
complexity and depth but contain significant archaeological information. Therefore it is 
desirable that any development within the urban archaeological area that has a potential 
impact on buried deposits should be evaluated.  
 
 

9 Principal groups of primary sources compiled by P A Stamper 
 
(WRO: St Helen's Record Office, Worcester) 
WRO BA 3910 Court roll 1552 
WRO BA 8190 Court rolls 1542, 1544 (Bengeworth) 
WRO BA 8190 Court roll 1544 (Great and Little Hampton) 
WRO BA 9561 16th century and later deeds of former abbey lands 
WRO BA 8599 All Saints' parish records. Registers 1538-1754 and 1796-1812 
WRO BA 8591 Churchwardens' records 1724-30; overseers' accounts 1688-1705 
   and 1715-34 
WRO BA 8599 St Lawrence's parish records. Registers from 1556 (some gaps) 
WRO BA 8600 Churchwardens' records 1686-1798; overseers' records from 1715  
WRO BA 8409 Tithe apportionment and map for St Lawrence's 
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11 Mapping 
 
The illustrations for this report comprise CAD plots of the urban components for each 
period and a location plot of archaeological remains combined with OS digital map data 
(1995) at 1:5000. These plots are current at the date of the completion of this report 
(March 1995). After this date new information will be held by Hereford and Worcester 
County Council Sites and Monuments Record. 
 
* Historic buildings (listed and other recorded buildings) and urban area 
* Archaeological remains and urban area 
* Medieval urban form and components 
* Post-medieval urban form and components 
* Observed cellarage and 20th century development 
* Urban area and scheduled ancient monuments 
 


