
[Hatfield] 
Contents 
 
1. Introduction 

1.1 The Aim of the Report       1 
1.2 The Sources Used        1 
1.3 Geography         2 

 
2. An Outline of the History and Development of the Settlement 

2.1 Prehistory: Palaeolithic to Iron Age (c10,000 BC to c100 BC)  2 
2.2 Late Iron Age and Roman (c100 BC to cAD 450)    2 
2.3 Saxon and Medieval        3 
 Surviving elements of medieval Hatfield     5 
 Bishop’s Palace        5 
 Parish church         6 
 Watermills         7 
2.4 Hatfield in the coaching era       8 
 Hatfield House        9 
 The Great North Road        9 
 Inn buildings        10 
 Brewing, malting and industry     14 
 The Workhouse       15 
 Surviving 16th-17th century Listed Buildings    15 
 Surviving 18th century Listed Buildings    18 
2.5 The nineteenth century      21 
 The New Town       21 
 The Great Northern Railway      21 
 The Hatfield & St Albans Railway     22 
 The Hertfordshire Militia      22 
 Chapels and schools       22 
 Utilities        24 
 19th century Listed Buildings      24 
2.6 Twentieth century change      25 
 20th century Listed Buildings      25 
 
 

Bibliography        26 
 
 

 i



List of Figures 
 
Fig. 1 Prehistoric finds in Hatfield parish 
Fig. 2 Late Iron Age and Roman remains 
Fig. 3 Saxon and medieval 
Fig. 4 The medieval town of Bishop’s Hatfield 
Fig. 5 Listed Buildings, and the growth of the town 
Fig. 6 The post-medieval town 
Fig. 7 Inns and other buildings 
Fig. 8 The 19th-century town 
 

 ii


