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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

A programme of historic building recording and archaeological monitoring was undertaken by 

Essex County Council Field Archaeology Unit (ECC FAU) on the remains of a medieval and 

post-medieval farmstead at Stebbing Park, prior to residential conversion. The work was 

commissioned by Bidwells, on behalf of the owner, Mr. Evans. The survey was carried out in 

accordance with a brief issued by the Essex County Council Historic Environment 

Management team (ECC HEM).  

Copies of the report will be supplied to ECC HEM and the Essex Historic Environment 

Record (EHER) at County Hall, Chelmsford. The archive will be stored at Saffron Walden 

Museum. An OASIS online record has been created at 

http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/oasis/index.cfm.

Stebbing Park is an important ancient site dominated by the mound and moat to a medieval 

motte and is a scheduled Ancient Monument. The accompanying 16th century house is 

Grade II* listed. The subjects of the historic building survey, primarily three interlinked timber-

framed barns, range in date from the 14th to 18th or possibly 19th century, while two brick 

outbuildings remain from the extensive Victorian farm. 
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The survey recorded and examined the following standing structures (fig. 2): 

� Barn 1: West barn built in the 18th century  

� Barn 1a: Post-medieval extension to barn 2, later incorporated into barn 1 

� Barn 2: Large medieval aisled barn rebuilt/extended in the 18th -19th century and gutted 

in the modern period 

� Barn 3: Post-medieval barn incorporating reused timbers 

� Shed 4: Open-sided cow shed, latterly adapted for horses 

� Garage 5: 20th century conversion of the Victorian piggery unit 

2.0 BACKGROUND 

2.1 Site Location and Description 
Stebbing Park is located at the north end of the historic centre of Stebbing, along the road 

out of the village towards Bran End on the Great Dunmow to Bardfield Road (TL 6579 2442). 

Off-road access is provided by a made trackway that leads down behind the barns and to the 

house, which is 16th century in date and grade II* listed (LBS 122864). The house is situated 

in a pleasant country setting with fine views over meadowland and Stebbing Brook, with the 

farm sited separately to the north-east (fig. 1). The main feature of the landscape is Stebbing 

Mount, the earthwork to a medieval motte castle, which is a Scheduled Ancient Monument 

(SAM 20658). 

The three barns form the remnants of a multi-period farmstead containing buildings from the 

medieval period onwards, situated along the north side of the farmyard. Two other structures, 

a cowshed and piggery (now a garage) survive from the extensive Victorian farmstead to 

east and west. The barns are timber-framed and weatherboarded and in good condition as 

functioning buildings. Farming ceased some time ago and two of the barns are used for 

storage purposes, whilst the oldest barn now houses a swimming pool. The old farmyard is 

partly occupied by a tennis court, the remainder laid to lawn. Nevertheless, all structures are 

curtilage listed with the house.  

2.2 Planning Background 
Uttlesford District Council received a planning application (UTT/0691/04 & 0692/04/LB) in 

April 2004 to redevelop the site. The application proposed to convert the barns and the two 

remaining Victorian farm buildings into two residential units with accompanying driveways 

and was approved. Mindful of the importance of these structures and their setting along side 



Barns & Outbuildings at Stebbing Park, Essex
Historic Building Recording & Preliminary Archaeological Monitoring

the house and mound, a full archaeological condition was attached to the planning

permission for building recording and archaeological monitoring, based on advice given in

Planning Policy Guidance Notes 15 and 16. 

2.3 Historic and Archaeological Background 
Stebbing Mount (SAM 20658 and EHER 1179) represents the mound and ditch from a motte

castle. Motte castles were introduced by the Normans to assert their authority and became 

the template for fortifications in the medieval period (HEM brief 2009). A timber palisade was

probably situated at the top of the mound with views all around. The mound utilises a natural 

west-facing spur and the surrounding ditch is supplied by underwater springs. A nearby pond 

to the south was probably an early fishpond (EHER 1179). Often, the mound sat within a

larger defence of a bailey, an embanked enclosure containing service buildings. It is possible

that below-ground remains survive, most probably to the west or north of the Mount. 

The manor of Stebbing was held in demesne by Henry de Ferrers and Ranulf Peveral. Ralf, 

Earl of Chester, fled in the later part of Stephen’s reign (c.1150s) and the estate passed to

the king (EHER 1179). Court rolls and other manorial records giving details of ownership

between 1288 and 1726 are held in the British Library (ERO D/DU 222). 

Barn 2 displays characteristics broadly datable to a hundred year span from the second half

of the 13th century to the middle of the 14th century and would have formed part of a

medieval farmstead associated with the castle or more likely a hall house, as there are early 

references to Stebbing Hall. 

The Will of Thomas (Grey) Marquess of Dorset, 1531, includes a bequest of the office of the

‘bailiwick’ of Stebbing and the keepership of the park (ERO D/DP/F308). Sir Giles Capel was 

incumbent in 1555, when the extensive manor of Stebbing held 600 acres of arable, 200 

acres of meadow and 500 acres of pasture land (Morant 1763). The extant house was built 

around this time (mid 16th century, LBS 122864) presumably replacing the medieval hall. 

An impression of the post-medieval farm layout is shown on Chapman and Andre’s 1777

map of Essex (fig. 2). Although the map neglects to show the house and mound, it appears 

to show the medieval barn 2, together with buildings behind it, no longer standing. Clearly the 

accuracy of this map cannot be relied on. 

3
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The sale includes 318 acres of land (ERO SALE/A1058), slightly smaller than the mid-19th 

century holding.

4

A better appreciation of the farm in the mid-19th century can be gained from the Stebbing 

Tithe Map of 1839 (D/CT 332, fig. 3). This shows barns 1 and 2 in basic form, and probably 

barn 3, together with linear and L-shaped ranges around a yard, although again the detail is 

poor. The tithe award (D/CT 332A) gives the holding as 324 acres of mixed arable and 

pasture land, half that of the 16th century holding. The occupier is James Webb Willis and 

the owner The Rt. Hon. Arthur Algenon, Earl of Essex, whose land occupies much of the 

village.

In the middle part of the 19th century (between 1839 and 1876) the farm undergoes a period 

of ‘improvement’ brought about by the boom in farming known as the ‘Golden Age of 

Agriculture’ (see section 2.4). The quality of mapping improves too, and the 1876 Ordnance 

Survey map (fig. 4) shows the barn range in better detail, with extensions either end of barn 

3, another barn to the west and cattle buildings to the south, with yards in between. The area 

has become very ‘built-up’ within the confines of the existing barns and moat. Shed 4 and 

garage 5 (piggeries) can be seen. The farm unit has its own track distinct to the existing one 

that led to the house. Further detail is supplied on the following OS map of 1897 (fig. 5) that 

better shows the outlines of buildings and open-sided sheds for cattle and carts (dashed 

lines) around existing yards.  

In 1901, four years later, Stebbing Park was up for auction along with other farms in 

Stebbing, Rayne and Great Saling, presumably with the break-up of the Earl of Essex’s 

estate. The property is described as a “picturesque old-fashioned residence with moat 

adjacent” joined by “excellent farm buildings” that comprised: 

“Nag stabling for two horses, coach house, loose box, brewhouse and lean-to chaise house 

with large granary over the whole, 2 large barns, cart horse stabling for 12 horses, cowhouse 

for 12 cows, bullock house for 11 beasts, 5 open yards with shelter sheds, 2 cart sheds, 

piggeries, loose boxes, granaries and hen houses, etc.” 

Further enlargement of buildings in the south-east corner of the yard occurs in the first 

quarter of the 20th century (1921 OS map, not shown) but otherwise the layout remains the 

same.  
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The house was Listed in 1952. It is not clear when the farm closed down but it seems the old

piggeries near the house were rebuilt as a garage in the second half of the 20th century. The 

yard and most of the old Victorian farm buildings may have been cleared when the tennis 

court was built and the roofs on barns 2 and 3 probably replaced when the swimming pool

was added, sometime in the last 30 years or so.

2.4 Farming from the Medieval to Victorian Periods
Early farm buildings were often scattered rather than grouped around a yard. Several aisled

medieval barns survive in Essex built for large manorial estates or religious institutions, the 

most famous being the barley and wheat barns at Cressing Temple (constructed c.1200 and

1250). However, few complete farmsteads in East Anglia date to before 1750 and none

before 1600 (English Heritage 1997). Most buildings that survive are barns, because of their

adaptable size and good construction. Stables also survive, but lesser so livestock 

accommodation, which, before the 18th century, consisted of temporary shelters at best.

Between 1540 and 1760 the population of England more than doubled to 6 million. To feed

this expanding population, new land was colonised (commons, etc), ‘permanent tillage’

(elimination of the fallow year) introduced with new root crops and grasses, and improvement

made in manuring, drainage and stock breeds. The ‘agrarian revolution’ as it became known, 

continued with vigour into the 18th century. Large estates were established by ‘improving’

landlords who applied industrial principles to farming. Land was enclosed, mechanisation

introduced and, from the 1740s, new planned or ‘model’ farms replaced the earlier 

farmsteads. Typically their layout was symmetrical around a central courtyard, with the (often

retained) barn one side and stock sheds forming perpendicular wings. One side contained

stables, the other cattle sheds. The fourth side was occupied by feed stores, cartlodges and

ancillary buildings and was usually positioned along the roadside.

By the end of the Napoleonic wars (1815) farming had slumped following a wartime boom. 

But, thanks to further improvements in farming methods, by the 1840s the industry was 

expanding again. In fact the era between 1840 and 1870 witnessed a ‘golden age’ of

farming, when grain prices were at their peak, leading to an acceleration in farm building and

improvement. Demand for grain grew alongside the growth of towns and cities. In this period,

the courtyard system was adopted to its full potential, aided by mechanisation, artificial 

fertilisers and new feeds. Mixed farming, combining grain production with rearing meat and

dairy cattle and bullocks, was advocated by contemporary writers as a cushion against

depression. Such farms created a cycle whereby food and straw was produced for the 

animals, which in turn provided manure for the fields. Buildings were arranged to maximise

5
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the natural flow of materials, with the yard open to the warmer southern side, surrounded by 

open-fronted shelter sheds on the three sides and stores for feed and bedding. 

Although the model farm remained an ideal, the expense precluded use by anyone other 

than the wealthier estates. However, high farming ideas did trickle down to the smaller 

farmers. Many landowners remodelled and modified their farms, retaining some of the older 

buildings while constructing new housing for livestock to give emphasis to the new stock-

rearing techniques.  

After 1870 imports of North American grain and refrigerated meat from New Zealand and 

Argentina flooded the markets causing prices to slump again, marking the beginning of the 

‘Great Depression.’ In the next twenty years wheat prices halved, leading to arable land 

being abandoned in favour of meat and dairy cattle and market gardening. It was not until 

after the Second World War that the agrarian economy recovered. 

3.0 OBJECTIVES 

3.1 Building Recording 
The purpose of the historic building survey as outlined in the brief was to provide a detailed 

record of the farm buildings before conversion. The record was required to consider the 

following points:

� Plan form, development and phasing of the farm  

� Materials and method of construction  

� Internal layout and function 

� Fixtures and fittings 

� Dates of the structures 

3.2 Archaeological Monitoring 
Monitoring was required of groundworks to identify any buried archaeological deposits that 

may be disturbed or destroyed by the development, with particular emphasis on the 

following:

� Origins and development of the site 

� Relationship of any below-ground deposits with the motte and later buildings  

� Evidence for earlier structures, yard surfaces, floors, etc. 
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4.0 DESCRIPTION OF WORKS

4.1 Building Recording
The standing buildings were recorded with the assistance of plans, elevations and sections

supplied by the client. Each was given a number, the first three of which incorporated the 

same numbering system used by the architects, and referenced to a block plan of the site

(fig. 1). Recording was based on English Heritage (2006) Level 3 standards. External and

internal architectural descriptions were made and function of each building assessed, along

with its relationships to others in the group. Brenda and Elphin Watkin, specialist historic 

building consultants, visited the site to discuss the findings. A subsequent report was not 

issued due to the limited survival of the medieval barn and the potentially late dates of the 

other two structures. Their contribution has been integrated into the survey, as appropriate. 

A series of photographs (digital and 35mm colour and black and white prints) were taken to

record the buildings internally and externally. Specific views were taken of areas of important

architectural detail, fixtures and fittings. General views of the barns and cow shed were

compromised by the tennis court. A representative selection is reproduced at the back of the

report as plates 1-28.

4.2 Archaeological Monitoring
Monitoring works were limited at this stage to viewing the cutting of a single trench on the

west side of barn 1. The monitored area was recorded and photographed using standard

FAU methodology and it is expected that full monitoring works will take place once the

development begins in earnest, for which a date has yet to be fixed. This further work will be

subject to a separate report.

5.0 BUILDING DESCRIPTIONS

5.1 General Description
The area of the old Victorian farm buildings and yard is now lawn and a tennis court. Despite

the importance of the site, no archaeological works were carried out when the court was 

constructed, which is potentially within the medieval bailey. The barns on the north side form

a south-facing range (plate 1). They have been well-maintained and put to new use, but in

doing so (primarily the insertion of modern roofs and glazed areas) have lost a lot of their 

character. The most radical change of use is that for the medieval barn (2) that has been re-

roofed and a large swimming pool inserted, taking up much of the ground area. Again, no

7
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archaeological works were carried out at the time of its installation. Barn 1 is now used to 

store vehicles, wood, tools and other equipment and has been little altered in recent years 

but is a real jumble of styles, making its construction date difficult to establish. Barn 3 is a 

similar case and it is difficult to assess its primary function. It has two floors; the lower of the 

two contains some of the owner’s stored furniture but the upstairs is relatively clear. Of all the 

barns, it is the medieval barn (2) that is the easiest to understand, as the other two have 

been assembled or repaired with old timbers and frames originating from different, earlier, 

buildings that may have once stood on the site. 

The only extant Victorian period structures within the development area are a brick-built cow 

shed on the east side of the tennis court and the former piggeries (now garage) to the south, 

close to the house. The occupied cottage on the other side of the garage (not part of the 

survey) has been converted from the third barn and probably dates from the mid 19th 

century.

5.2 Barn 1 
A barn pre-dating the tithe map stood here in the early 19th century, but it is unclear how 

much of this remains today. The barn is located on the west side of the barn range and built 

onto barn 2, although much of the important detail to this remains hidden. It appears to be of 

two builds, with the main barn (1) probably built in the late 18th or early 19th century (B & E 

Watkin pers. comm.) onto an earlier extension or rebuild (1a) of the medieval barn. This 

extension is broadly dated to the 16th or 17th century, but precise dating is difficult because 

of the presence of reused timbers, particularly the roof, and it could perhaps be part of the 

later barn (B & E Watkin pers. comm.).

The barn measures 14 x 7.4m (almost 3 by 1½ rods) and comprises three bays- two 4m-

wide bays (west and midstrey) and a third slightly wider east bay (5m) which is the earliest 

part of the barn (1a). 

External description 

The timber frame is clad in weatherboarding and raised on a low red brick pier. A plastered 

porch with low cart doors is located on the south side, facing the yard, with shrubs growing 

either side (plate 2). The opposing cart doors on the back of the barn are also low but on this 

side, which is raised off the ground, the threshold ‘leap’ has been retained. The boarding on 

the western gable end is being attacked by a woodpecker. There are no other external 

features apart from a mullion window on the north side of the east bay (fig. 8c), now beneath 
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cladding. It is important to mention that this is the only barn to retain full trusses and an

original roof, which is now clad in modern corrugated plastic.

Internal description 

Inside (plates 3 & 4), a concrete floor has been laid and some of the elevations are partially 

hidden from view by boarding, metal sheeting and a wood pile, though none of which 

interfered much with the recording process. The lower section of the western wall is 

plastered (plate 3), probably as protection for livestock, and may have once surrounded the

interior. Otherwise there is little modern interference nor evidence for contemporary features

such as pitching hatches, hay lofts or partitions.

Barn 1: comprises a midstrey and western bay added to the already-existing barn 2

extension 1a (fig. 6). It has a primary-braced frame containing areas of quite thin waney 

framing and larger reused studs (plate 3). The western gable wall, porch upper register and

above the cart doors, are built from light 3½ inch-wide (maximum) studs, while the side walls 

and lower parts of the porch are built from larger reused timbers of around 5 inches (fig. 8). 

Given this combination, and the fact that few studs are pegged to the frame, this is clearly a

later barn perhaps of late 18th or early 19th century date. 

Main framing is formed from pegged timbers between 20 and 25cm-wide. Only the posts 

between midstrey and west bay are jowled and these have a ‘stylised’ feel to them (plate 3),

as if they belong to a late building. As they would be hard to replace, they give the best 

indication of date. The tie beams are roughly-hewn and some appear reused; they are 

supported on straight pegged braces (fig. 9). There are few scarf joints to the wall plates but

those present are the post-medieval edge halved and bladed form (fig. 8a). Where the sill is 

exposed, it appears to be original to the build. 

The roof is butt-purlined (fig. 7, plate 3), which is an unusual form for a late barn and it is 

likely the roof was reassembled from elsewhere. In saying so, however, the rafters are the 

same scantling as the majority of wall studs and their composition is raw, with only the lower 

rafters pegged to the purlin and the upper ones simply laid (and probably nailed). The 

principal rafters are supported by raking queen struts; some bearing carpenter’s marks (truss 

II, fig. 7).

Barn 1a: The eastern bay is considerably different to the other two bays in form and 

construction and therefore is probably earlier. It is not clear exactly how it relates to the

9
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medieval barn, whether as an extension or a rebuild, but as the earlier barn was probably 

five bays, it is likely to be the latter. 

Wall framing in this eastern bay is stouter and more consistent than the main barn, 

comprising in-line timbers up to 6½ inches wide and 4 inches deep, straight in form with little 

sign of reuse and mainly pegged to the plates. The north wall has both nailed internal bracing 

(straight) and thick primary bracing, while the opposite wall has empty rebates for internal 

bracing (figs. 8a & c, plates 5 & 6). The occasion of both forms of bracing seen together is 

likely to indicate a 17th century date. A three-light mullion window is represented by two 

empty two-inch diamond-shaped sockets forming approximately six-inch wide lights located 

towards the west end on the north side (figs. 6 & 8, plate 7). Unfortunately the window is 

mostly obscured by boards for electricity wiring; thus the height of the window is unknown. 

No such feature was found on the opposite wall. 

The gabled end wall of the extension was dismantled when the rest of barn 1 was erected 

and a new wall plate inserted beneath the stub end of the old one (plate 5). The new bay 

posts that stand parallel to the old are plainer in form, without the distinctive jowled heads of 

the early ones and have full trusses. Empty sockets in the large jowled corner posts either 

side allude to the removed wall plate and gable assembly, plus midrail and down bracing 

from the head. The midrail must have been particularly heavy, as there is a cut-out ledge to 

the mortice. The gable collar, showing rebates for wide studs in its soffit, has been nailed to 

the queen posts of the eastern truss of barn 1 and may be the reused collar from the west 

gable (plate 6, top right). 

The existing partition wall with barn 2 is a late insertion and is covered in elm boarding, 

typical of the 18th century (E. Watkin pers. comm.). Towards the north end is a blocked 

doorway between the two units (fig. 6). 

Rafters were removed when the new light modern roof was added and now only the principle 

roof rafters remain, though these provide important detail. They show a pegged clasped 

purlin roof with diminished principle (Brunskill 1994), a universal form in lowland England 

from 1500 (Harris 1993). The roof also originally had raking queen struts from tie beam to 

rafter and rather attractive curved wind braces, forming arches between the rafters that 

survive particularly well on the south side (plate 6). In Essex, this would fit with a post-

medieval date (E. Watkin pers. comm.). 



Barns & Outbuildings at Stebbing Park, Essex
Historic Building Recording & Preliminary Archaeological Monitoring

5.3 Barn 2
Building 2 is the oldest and most important building of the group, probably built in the early to

mid 14th century (B. and E. Watkin pers. comm.) as a five-bayed aisled barn. Its

development is not properly understood as it has been substantially altered over time in at

least three phases. The western nave was rebuilt in the 16th or 17th century and new trusses

added to prop up the building in the 18th century during a complete overhaul when the south 

aisle was completely rebuilt and the barn extended to link with barn 3. Modern intrusions 

have severely damaged its medieval integrity further when the roof was replaced and a

swimming pool added that takes up most of the ground area. It would be interesting to see

photographs of the barn interior before this was done.

The present barn is 21.7m in length and 8.6m wide. The original barn was slightly longer at

22.3m, with a 6m-wide nave and 2m-wide aisles.

External description

The exterior of the barn provides no clues to the early barn inside. The modern roof pitch is 

low and the main (south) elevation weatherboarded with a large 18th century plastered porch

at the west end, out of scale with the building today (plate 8). The porch, through its glazed

sliding doors, provides the only external access, as no original openings remain (fig. 6). The

north side contains the only surviving medieval fabric, the rear aisle wall, which is now stood

on a low, rendered brick plinth and covered in weatherboard. The aisle has been shortened 

to the partition wall between barns 1 and 2, but would have originally continued further to the

west. A glazed area has been inserted that gives natural light to the bar area. 

The original end walls of the barn are no longer standing and the building now forms a range 

with barns 1 and 3 either side. 

Internal description 

The modern interior of the barn (plates 9 & 10) has a five bay layout comprising three

complete medieval bays, a shorter western bay (attached to barn 1a) and a fifth bay at the 

east end (fig. 6). The medieval bays are built of oak and have consistent widths of 4.5m 

each. The two western bays were probably rebuilt in the 17th century (barn 1a), and an extra 

bay added in the 18th century to join with barn 3 (fig. 7).

The medieval bays are divided by a sub-frame of knee-braced trusses (posts and tie beams) 

that prop up the arcade plates, effecting a ‘reverse assembly’ of tie beneath plate (plates 9 & 

10). Apart from those across the porch, the tie plates are original. The barn clearly had

11
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problems, and the sub-frame was probably introduced to counter the effects of the ‘humped’ 

south arcade plate, still evident today (plate10, left). This was probably due to subsidence 

(either natural or manmade), and perhaps the reason for the construction of a new, primary 

braced, full-height wall (plate 11) to replace the south aisle in a later period. There are no 

such problems on the north side, whose aisle wall remains intact (plate 12).  

The main characteristics of the aisled barn are illustrated in figure 9, which is based upon the 

second western truss labelled as B-B1 in figure 6. It is this truss that provides the most clues 

to the original construction, largely because it contains the only original tie beam. Original 

aisled construction comprises 25cm–wide jowled bay posts and long arcade plates of similar 

scantling, two and a half bays in length on the north arcade. Here the timbers are fitted 

together by a splayed scarf joint with under-squinted abutments, transverse key and five face 

pegs (plates 13 & 14); a medieval joint that could resist stress and was thus designed for 

unsupported (‘flying’) beams (Hewett 1980), like in this case. A similar version is used for the 

top plates of Cressing Temple wheat barn (c.1250). 

This particular aisled construction utilises halved passing braces from aisle wall to tie beam 

and a second brace, not quite parallel, from post to beam, shown by rebates and pegholes in 

the north aisle (fig. 9). The shorter passing brace (to tie beam rather than rafters, plate 13) is 

a later development (B. Watkin pers. comm.). The braces locked the frame together to stop 

lateral movement but were removed when curved nailed braces were fitted, probably in the 

17th century. Perhaps at the same time, the passing brace was shortened and reused as a 

nailed brace between the aisle tie and bay post, still evident in the second truss (fig. 9, plate 

13). An aisle tie connects the north aisle to the arcade post on the north side, but the rebuilt 

south wall is not tied into the frame at all. Instead it is kept in place by the weight of the roof 

and its connections to the barns either side. 

Straight braces connect the bay posts to the arcade plate along the lines of the two aisles. 

These were originally notched into the plate to lock them in (plate 13), but some have been 

replaced and the notches cut off for easy fitting. Open notched lap joints like these are suited 

to a late 13th century date but like all such features can have a broader range (B. Watkin 

pers. comm.).  

Nothing remains of the original east end wall that was knocked through when the barn was 

extended to the west (fig. 6), apart from the bay posts, which are the only ones to retain 

complete jowls (plate 15). Without any surviving horizontal members, little can be gained of 

its form apart from evidence for passing braces. On the outside there are rebates for wide 
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diagonal 8 inch planks, perhaps for a solitaire cross-like frame, which would be unusual (B. & 

E. Watkin pers. comm.), although as the rebates are not pegged, they are probably 

secondary features more likely added to stabilise the structure in a crude way. There is little

doubt this is the original end of the barn as the arcade plates terminate where the gap

between the barns 2 and 3 is bridged by crude beams laid over the tops (plate 15). 

The existing wall to the west (plate 8) is on the line of an under-built truss that became the 

end wall when barn 1 was built. It is the only inserted truss to contain curved braces, and the 

only one to be built from reused timbers. The tall wall panels have been plastered, the 

doorway into barn 1 obscured and the gable boarded over (fig. 10b). The timber above the

inserted tie beam has been inserted at a later stage. The end wall of the existing aisle on this 

end has been cut back in line with the adjoining wall to barns 1 and 2. The aisle tie appears

to be joined to the (later) post by an iron bracket rather than properly pegged and jointed.

Original fabric survives on the rear wall (north, plate 12) that contains low heavy 5 inch 

studwork, originally spaced around 1m apart but augmented at a later date by additional

timbers, many of which show signs of reuse (fig. 10a). Parts of the sill plate are replaced but 

much is early and unaltered. The wall plate above is mainly hidden by modern plaster and it

is difficult to assess its survival and condition.

The roof today is just over 6m high, but the original roof to the aisle building is likely to have

been c.8.5m high (fig. 9), the same height as barn 1 next door. None of the medieval roof

structure apart from the vague sign of a peg hole in the centre of truss 2, which suggests a

crown post roof. This was probably lost in the 18th century rebuild of the barn.

5.4 Barn 3
The origins and development of this building are complicated as it incorporates many reused

elements (E. Watkin pers. comm.). It appears to have been constructed as a small post-

medieval barn, possibly at a similar time as barn 1a, using earlier, possibly medieval,

trusses. Originally it had a boarded upper half and daubed lower half with a possible cart

entrance on the east side facing the farm track and a smaller doorway on the opposite side

that now provides entry into the changing area (fig. 6). Parts of the structure were refurbished

when barn 2 was rebuilt in the 18th century and a new roof was added in the early 20th

century. The first floor is inserted and dates from this time or later.

13
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Dimensions are 9.8 by 5.6m, roughly 2 by 1 rods and laid out on a three-bay plan form. It is 

close-studded in a combination of mainly reused studs on the ground floor but mainly thin 

studwork on the first, similar to the studwork used in the later parts of barn 2. 

In terms of function, the current structure is partly used as changing rooms for the swimming 

pool and a furniture store for the house. The first floor is open plan and contains a balcony 

overlooking the swimming pool, which is contemporary with the first floor.  

External description 

The exterior is weatherboard apart from the western wall that is now exposed internally as 

the east wall of barn 2, the swimming pool structure (fig. 6, plates 8 and 16). Exposed 

studwork on the lower register comprises close 5 inch studding fairly consistent at intervals of 

between 35 and 40cm, five studs per bay, with good pegging (fig. 12, plate 17). Most of the 

studs are reused, and there is a variety of empty rebates, mortices as well as some moulded 

timbers for windows and other decoration, plus unfinished timbers or seconds (e.g. drill holes 

for unfinished mortices (plate 18). Most studs have cut marks for wattles and some of the 

plates have grooves, suggesting the lower studwork was originally exposed. Original 

studwork in the middle bay has been replaced in low-grade timber, but the pegholes remain. 

The doorway into the changing rooms (fig. 6, plate 17, left), although not original, is an 

historic insertion pre-dating the joining of the two barns.  

The bay posts are the only timbers exposed on the upper register, which is fitted with plaster 

board, perhaps to enhance the balcony. The balcony was used to view the swimming pool, 

though a modern casement window has been fitted to restrict access onto it (plate 17).   

All other elevations are featureless apart a doorway facing the old farmyard to the south that 

contains a modern door, but may be an earlier insertion. The east elevation contains a 

modern grain hopper and modern casement windows on both floors (plate 16). The brick 

plinth that the structure stands on is rendered over and it is therefore difficult to date the 

brickwork.

The roof is clad in pre-formed modern sheeting and there are no remains of an earlier roof. 

Internal description 

A modern partition between bays 2 and 3 (figs. 6 & 11a) divides the ground floor into storage 

and changing areas. Each of the three bays is 2.9m wide. Close studding in the lower 

register survives well in both areas (plates 19 & 20), but the studwork either side of the 
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central bay has been replaced (fig. 11a), suggesting there may have been cart doors either

side of the barn leading from the former farm track on the east side.

The first floor is open plan and currently unused. It is held on machine-sawn joists supported

on Samson posts and iron columns (fig. 6) and accessed by a single flight of steps. The 

central trusses are reused from an earlier two-storey structure with heavy posts, up to 35cm 

in width, wide braces and a crown post roof. They have pronounced clear jowls, largely

absent on the end posts, one of which has a square-cut head that appears later, but may

simply have been cut back (fig. 11b, plate 21, left). The tie beams are of similar scantling and 

slightly arched in the centre. 0.9m-wide mortices remain on the undersides for large three-

pegged braces, substituted for narrower curved 0.25cm double-pegged inside the old

sockets. There are similar-sized sockets on the ground floor for large braces and bridging

joists, but no such features on the end posts, indicating the floor is a later insertion. In fact

the corner posts are rather plain in comparison, of normal proportions and largely without

jowls, apart from the north-east corner post (plate 22), though the curved bracing is 

consistent to all trusses and thus contemporary with the existing building.

The wall plates are connected by short edge-halved and bladed scarf joints, a post-medieval

form consistent with the studwork on the ground floor. Their positions are the same either

side, above the windows on the long walls (fig. 11b). An example of a later version of the

medieval splayed scarf joint, the same as that seen in barn 2, forms the west end of the

southern tie beam (fig. 11b). This particular example has the same characteristics apart from 

the fact that it is bolted rather than pegged (plates 22 & 23) and probably represents a repair

carried out when the roof was replaced. An explanation for such a joint in such a late context 

is the revival of this form in the late 19th century (E. Watkin pers. comm.).

Original studwork on the first floor has been largely removed. Here the wall plates are fitted

with diagonal bracing and widely-spaced (60-80cm apart) tenon holes to take studs of similar

size to those on the ground floor, but only two or three per bay. The wall plates either end 

have curved bracing rather than primary bracing but similar spacing. Such wide spacing is

unusual and difficult to explain compared to the ground floor fabric, but a light frame is likely

to belong to a weatherboarded rather than daubed structure (B. Watkin pers. comm.). On all 

sides, these are largely replaced with narrow 2½ inch studs, between six and seven per bay 

(plate 24), quite similar to those in the southern wall of barn 2, and perhaps contemporary.

Some are later machine-sawn replacements.

15
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Mortices and pegholes on the upside of the tie beams provide evidence for a crown post 

roof, though it is not known whether this was reassembled when the barn was built. The 

current roof does not suit, but is a practical alternative, being a much lighter nailed collar 

design (plate 22 & 24).  

5.5 Cow shed 4
An open-sided structure is shown on the first edition OS map located on the east side of a 

wide trackway into the farmyard (fig. 5) and belongs to the main phase of Victorian 

improvement between 1839 and 1876. More recently, stables have been inserted within it.  

The structure stands on a north to south alignment with its open side facing what is now the 

tennis court to the west. It is constructed of Flemish bonded red brick, as part of the 

boundary wall of the farmstead, with weatherboarded gables (plate 25). The four bays are 

represented by straight-cut tarred wooden posts nailed to the planked tie beams by crude 

knee braces (plate 26). Sockets for wooden rails can be seen on the posts and walls either 

side, quite low, perhaps for calves. The post bases are encased in concrete contemporary 

with the floor.  

A pantiled queen post roof covers the shed and, as all the timbers are machine-sawn, is 

probably a later Victorian replacement. 

5.6 Garage 5 
The garage stands between the house and farmyard on the north-west side of the moat and 

is overgrown with vegetation on the north and east sides. Its unusual plan form, with its 

diagonal eastern end (fig. 14b) suggests it is the remodelled pig sties from the Victorian 

improvement phase, apparent in figure 5. It is recessed against the moat to maximise space 

and allow easy entry into the western yard. The reason for its diagonal end was because it 

was built onto a contemporary L-shaped range attached to an earlier one, both of which are 

now gone.

The main brickwork is in Flemish-bonded reds, clearly seen from the back where the sties 

were located. On its disuse as a piggery in the second half of the last century, the low walls 

to the runs were built up in modern brickwork and a new roof added to cover the whole (plate 

27). To finish it off, casement windows were inserted and wooden garage doors at the front, 

facing the house.  
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Inside, is a concrete floor and white-painted brickwork. The light roof structure is similar to

barn 3; low-pitched and gabled either end with occasional nailed collars (plate 28). No 

internal vestiges of the piggery remain.

6.0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL MONITORING

A short length of foundation trench was excavated alongside the west wall of barn 1 (fig. 1). 

The trench was approximately 2m long and 0.5m wide and dug to a depth of 1.2m under 

archaeological supervision. No archaeological deposits or features were identified or

artefacts collected.

Monitoring works will continue in the future when the barns are converted. 

7.0 PHASING AND DISCUSSION

Six phases of building/farm development have been interpreted at Stebbing Park, though the

mixing of and reuse of elements in barns 1 and 3 and the destruction of large parts of barn 2

suggest the history of these buildings is probably more complex than is readily discerned. 

Therefore broad dates are given based on the few surviving features. It is likely that the

estate records held in the British Library could yield more information and provide a more

precise chronology, but this is beyond the remit of the present survey. 

On the basis of the evidence, the following scheme of development is offered: 

Phase 1: Early to mid-14th century

Barn 2 was constructed at this time as part of the wider medieval farmstead, perhaps built

within the remnants of the medieval castle bailey. The farmstead belonged to a house

predating the present one, the location of which is unknown. The site was known as Stebbing

Hall and the amount of land under its control is likely to have been extensive. Large barns

such as this for storing crops would be required as well as granaries and stables for working 

horses. The barn had aisles either side and five large bays. One or more porches would

have stood on the south side facing the yard, but there was no through access onto the other 

side, which is usually a common feature of barns. In terms of construction, the use of shorter

passing braces is a later development that suits a 14th century date, but there are also

17
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earlier features such as the notched lap joint and splayed scarf joint that continued in use for 

some time. The barn appears to have had a crown post roof. 

Phase 2: 16th-17th century 

The western end of medieval barn 2 was replaced in the late 16th to early 17th century by 

barn 1a, now part of the west barn, barn 1. The combination of jowled end posts and both 

internal trenched and primary bracing in its build would suggest a date in this region, at the 

beginning of the agrarian revolution. With the rebuild, it is likely that the passing braces were 

removed in the medieval barn and replaced with curved ones, possibly to the detriment of the 

structure. Similar features are found in barn 3, although the use of face halved and bladed 

scarf joints here suggests a post-1600 date. Some of its trusses appear to have been re-

used from a rather grand two-storied medieval building, perhaps the precursor to the house 

at Stebbing Park, which was built in the mid-16th century. 

Phase 3: 18th century 

In the 18th century, the rebuilt west end of barn 2 (barn 1a) was incorporated into a new 

barn, barn 1. This involved removing the end wall of barn 1a and inserting a new one in its 

present location to form three-bays (fig. 6). The general quality of timber used in barn 1 is 

mixed, but overall suggests an 18th century date. The low-quality butt-purlin roof would also 

suit this date. 

Phase 4: late 18th to early 19th century

The medieval barn was extensively altered in this period, perhaps at the same time as barn 1 

was built. Firstly a sub-frame of knee-braced trusses was inserted between the bays to 

support the failing wall plates on the southern side. Then the aisle on this side was removed 

and replaced with a full-height light timber framed wall, with a new porch built at the western 

end. The barn was extended to the east to join with barn 3. Part or all of the old roof would 

have been rebuilt at the same time.  

Phase 5: 19th century 

The 19th century marks a period of expansion and improvement of the farmstead at a time of 

boom in farming during the Victorian ‘golden age’. Certainly, the cow shed and piggeries that 

remain were built in this period but they formed only a small part of an extensive farmstead 

including barns, granaries, stables, cow houses, and even a brewhouse. 
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Phase 6: 20th century 

It is not clear when the farm went out of use, but it is likely the Victorian farm buildings were 

removed, but probably when the area around the mound was landscaped and a tennis court

created. At the same time, or possibly later, the main barn was stripped-out, its roof replaced

and a large swimming pool inserted, taking up most of the ground area. A first floor was 

added to barn 3 and a balcony to act as a viewing platform. 

8.0 CONCLUSION

Stebbing Park has origins dating to the early medieval period, if not earlier, as the site of a 

Norman motte and bailey castle. The main priority of the early site would have been

defensive, with a wooden keep or tower on top of the mound, a moat fed from natural

springs, and a large enclosure (bailey) at the bottom containing a house and service

buildings, defended by a ditch and palisade. Later, the farm evolved a medieval farmstead

that continued through the agrarian revolution and Victorian Golden Age of Farming and 

there are important survivals from each era. 

The most interesting element of the group is the 14th aisled barn and although its treatment

in recent years has been unorthodox and detrimental to its fabric, enough survives in the

form of a skeleton frame and one of the aisles to assess and reconstruct its original form with

some confidence. Barn 1 is a less-affected standard five-bay Essex barn of uncertain, but 

relatively late, date. It does appear, however, to contain two bays of an important post-

medieval rebuilding episode for the aisled barn, suggesting problems with the structure at an 

early date. Barn 3 was created by using parts of an earlier high status structure with a crown 

post roof, possibly from a building that stood on the site. It was refurbished in the Victorian

and modern periods, making precise dating difficult. Of the two Victorian brick structures, the

former cow shed and piggeries add to the diversity of the site and attest to its long and

complex history but have no particular architectural merit. 

Archaeological monitoring of a short sample section of foundation trench proved negative but 

there is clearly potential for future monitoring works to identify below-ground evidence of

occupation within what may well have been the castle bailey and for later development 

around the Stebbing Mound, once the intended barn conversion has started. This will be the

subject of a separate report.
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The main three structures form an interesting and rather complex group whose historic 

character has to some extent been compromised by 20th century developments outside of 

farming. The degree of adaptation and re-use on the site is extraordinary, but there is now 

the opportunity to preserve and enhance their characters in the pleasant surroundings of 

Stebbing Park. 
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Fig. 2  Chapman and Andre Map of Essex, 1777 (plate 7) 

Fig. 3  Tithe map of Stebbing, 1839 (D/CT 332) 



Fig. 4  First Edition 6" OS map, 1876 (sheet 24)

Fig. 5  Second Edition 25" OS map, 1897 (sheet 24.6)
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Plate 1  Barn range viewed to north 

Plate 2  Barn 1 viewed to north 



Plate 3  Interior of barn 1 viewed to west 

Plate 4  Interior of barn 1 viewed to east (barn 1a)



Plate 5  South wall of barn 1a Plate 6  Original corner post to barn 1a



Plate 7  Remains of mullion window in north wall of barn 1a 

Plate 8  Barns 2 and 3 viewed to north 



Plate 9  Interior of barn 2 viewed to east (and barn 3) 

Plate 10  Interior of barn 2 viewed to west (and barn 1) 



Plate 11  Rebuilt south wall and porch in barn 2 

Plate 12  Original arcading and south wall in barn 2 



Plate 13  Aisle post and construction detail between bays 1 and 2 (west) 

Plate 14  Detail of splayed scarf and notched lap jointed brace on north arcade plate 



Plate 15  Corner posts to original east wall of barn 2, and rebuilt south wall

Plate 16  Barn range viewed to south (barn 2 in centre of picture) 



Plate 17  Partly-exposed west wall of barn 3 

Plate 18  Reused timber in barn 3 showing drill holes for intended mortice joint 



Plate 19  Ground floor storage area viewed to south-east 

Plate 20  Studwork in changing rooms in barn 3 



Plate 21  First floor of barn 3 viewed to north 

Plate 22  First floor of barn 3 viewed to south 



Plate 23  Late period bolted splayed scarf beside balcony window 

Plate 24  Rebuilt wall framing on east wall of barn 3 



Plate 25  Shed 4 viewed across tennis court (to south-east)

Plate 26  Interior of shed 4 



Plate 27  Garage 5 and cottage at front of farmstead, viewed to north 

Plate 28  Interior of garage 5 



Appendix 1: Contents of Archive 

Site name: Barns & Outbuildings at Stebbing Park, Essex 
Project no. 2055 

The archive will contain material from both phases of work once the project is completed 

Index to the Archive 

Document wallet containing: 

1. Research Archive
1.1 ECC HEM design brief  

1.2 ECC FAU written scheme of investigation (WSI) 

1.3 Two copies of the client report (one unbound) 

1.4 CD containing digital images, architects drawings & pdf-formatted report 

2. Site Archive
2.1 Photographic registers 

2.2 Photographic record (colour digital & 35mm monochrome prints)  

2.3 Site notes & annotated survey plans 



Appendix 2: EHER Summary Sheet 

Site Name/Address: Stebbing Park, Stebbing, Essex 
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brief
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1179

Final Report:  Summary in EAH

Periods Represented: Medieval, post-medieval & Victorian 

SUMMARY OF FIELDWORK RESULTS:

Building recording was carried out at Stebbing Park in advance of residential conversion of 
three multi-phase barns and two Victorian farm buildings. The site contains a well-preserved 
castle mound and moat and the barns are likely to stand within the old Norman bailey. A 
preliminary watching brief was also carried out to keep the planning consent ‘live’, as there is 
no date fixed for the conversion scheme to start as yet.  

The three barns form a range on the north side of the yard, with a small cow house to the 
east and former piggeries to the west, now converted to a garage. They represent the 
remains of an extensive farmstead active from the 14th century up to the modern period 
when farming ceased. The structures are Grade II curtilage listed with the house, which is 
16th century in date.

The most important structure is a medieval aisled barn, included in the List description as 
13th century, but dated during the survey to the mid-14th (B. & E. Watkin pers. comm.). It is a 
large 5 bayed structure drastically altered during the 18th and 20th centuries. The end walls 
have been lost, south aisle rebuilt and the roof completely replaced. Only parts of the main 
framing and north aisle remain, though in reasonable condition. It currently holds a large 
swimming pool. Part of the west end was re-built in the ?16th century and this was extended 
in the 18th century to form a second barn. Another barn was built on the eastern side of the 
main barn in the 16th century that incorporated high-quality trusses from a medieval 
structure, possibly the house that the current one replaced. There is a high level of 
replacement and reuse to all the timber structures which makes precise dating difficult.  

The two Victorian farm structures are a brick built cow shed and piggery that formed part of a 
large farmstead during the boom years of the 19th century but have little architectural value.  

Archaeological monitoring was limited to a short section of foundation trench that yielded no 
archaeological deposits or artefacts, but there is significant potential for archaeological 
remains in future works, judging by the importance of the site and likely low-levels of 
disturbance. 
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