
IFA

R
E

G IS E R E

T

D
R

O

O
N

NA
A

I

I
G

ST

HERITAGE NETWORKHERITAGE NETWORK

20 HADHAM ROAD
Bishops Stortford, Herts.

Archaeological Evaluation Report

(HN430)



THE THE   HERITAGE NETWORKHERITAGE NETWORK  LTDLTD
Registered with the Institute of Field Archaeologists as an Archaeological Organisation

Archaeological Director: David Hillelson, BA MIFA

12 R12 ROYSTON OYSTON RROADOAD, B, BALDOCKALDOCK, H, HERTSERTS. SG7 6NT. SG7 6NT
TTELEL: (01462) 893288  F: (01462) 893288  FAXAX: (01462) 893562: (01462) 893562

20 HADHAM ROAD

Bishops Stortford, Herts.

HN430

Archaeological Evaluation Report

Prepared on behalf of Heritage Construction

by

Geoff Saunders, BA

Report no. 206

September 2003

© The Heritage Network Ltd



20 Hadham Road, Bishops Stortford Evaluation Report

HN430\report Page i

Contents
Summary...................................................................................................................................... Page i

Section 1 Introduction .................................................................................................................................Page 1

Section 2 Background..................................................................................................................................Page 2

Section 3 Fieldwork.....................................................................................................................................Page 4

Section 4 Discussion and Conclusions.........................................................................................................Page 7

Section 5 Bibliography ................................................................................................................................Page 9

Section 6 Illustrations ..................................................................................................................following Page 9

Acknowledgements
The fieldwork for this project was carried out by Mark Winter and Geoff Saunders, under the direction of David
Hillelson. Background research was carried out by Geoff Saunders and the illustrations were prepared by Karin
Semmelmann. The report was edited by David Hillelson.

The Heritage Network would like to express its thanks to Stephen Foster and Leon Holden, Heritage Construction; the
staff of Hertfordshire Archives and Local Studies; and the staff of the County Archaeology Office, Hertfordshire
County Council, for their co-operation and assistance in the execution of this project.

Summary
Site name and address: 20 Hadham Road, Bishops Stortford, Hertfordshire
County: Hertfordshire District: East Hertfordshire
Village/town: Bishops Stortford Parish: Bishops Stortford
Planning reference: 3/02/1186/FP NGR: TL 48610 21560
Client name and address: Heritage Construction, Newspaper House, Upper King Street, Royston, SG8 9BD
Nature of work: New housing Present land use: Car park
Size of affected area: 600m2 Size of area investigated: 30m2

Site Code: HN430 Other reference: n/a
Organisation: Heritage Network Site Director: David Hillelson
Type of work: Evaluation Finds location/Museum: Bishops Stortford Museum
Start of work 22/07/2003 Finish of work 23/07/2003
Related SMR Nos: n/a Periods represented: Modern/Victorian
Previous summaries/reports: n/a

Synopsis: In response to a condition on the planning permission for a new housing development at 20 Hadham
Road, Bishops Stortford, Hertfordshire, the Heritage Network was commissioned by the developer to carry out an
archaeological evaluation of the site.

Two trial trenches were opened across the proposed development. Despite the site’s location close to the core of the
medieval market town, no artefacts or features pre-dating the nineteenth century were recovered. The
archaeological evaluation indicated that the site had been significantly disturbed in the late post-medieval period.
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1. Introduction

 1.1 This report has been prepared on behalf of Heritage Construction as part of the
archaeological evaluation of a proposed development site at 20 Hadham Road, Bishops Stortford,
Herts. The planning permission for the development (ref.3/02/1186/FP), granted by the East
Hertfordshire District Council (EHDC), has been subject to a standard archaeological condition,
according to the provisions of the Department of the Environment's Planning Policy Guidance
Note 16 (PPG16). The scope of the required work follows the Design Brief for Archaeological
Evaluation issued by the County Archaeology Office (CAO) of Hertfordshire County Council,
acting as advisers to EHDC (ref. JS 25/06/03). The specification for the work carried out is
contained in the Heritage Network’s approved Project Design dated July 2003.

 1.2 The site is located on the north-western side of Hadham Road, just north-east of the
junction with Chantry Road (centred on NGR TL 48610 21560). The development proposes the
construction of a block of flats with a basement car park (see Figure 6).

 1.3 The site lies within Area of Archaeological Significance no.114 (AAS114), which defines
the historic core of the medieval town in the East Hertfordshire District Local Plan. It also lies
close to the Chantry, a range of 16th and 17th century buildings which may have been built on, or
near to, the site of the medieval residence of the priest of the Guild of St John the Baptist.

 1.4 The aim of the evaluation has been to assess the risk that archaeological remains might be
disturbed in the course of the development works, and to consider the location, extent, date,
character, condition, significance and quality of any such remains, together with their
archaeological and historical context.

 1.5 The present report is intended to provide the planning authority with sufficient data to
allow it to consider the archaeological implications of the proposed development, and thus to
determine what further, if any, mitigation measures may be required to allow the development to
proceed.
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2. Site Background

TOPOGRAPY AND GEOLOGY

 2.1 The site is located on terraced ground which slopes slightly from north to south. The rear
of the site is at approximately 62.12mOD, the street frontage at approximately 61.07mOD.

 2.2 The plot is currently covered by tarmac and is used as a car park. The underlying geology
of the area consists of soft, dark yellowish brown sand.

CARTOGRAPHIC RESEARCH

 2.3 The earliest available survey of the area is the Enclosure Map of 1826 (HALS QS E/82)
(not illustrated). This shows the study area situated in open land to the west of the Chantry. At
that time it was undeveloped, but the southern end of the site lay across the northern side of
Hadham Road. No property boundaries appear to cross the plot and it is not mentioned in the
Enclosure Award (HALS QS E/82) and so its use at that time is unclear.

 2.4 The Tithe Map of 1839 (HALS DSA 4/21/2) indicates that the present site remained
undeveloped (see Figure 2b). At that time it may have formed part of the plot associated with the
Chantry. A property boundary is shown crossing the eastern side of the site. The southern limit of
the property appears to the north of its present line, and the Hadham Road appears to open out to
form a small square or market place.

 2.5 By the time of the publication of the 1st edition of the Ordnance Survey in 1879 (see
Figure 2a) considerable development had taken place in the immediate vicinity of the study area.
Only the 6-inch version was available edition, but it appears to show a north – south aligned
building adjacent to the western boundary of the site, and an east – west aligned building
straddling the eastern half of the site and the adjacent plot to the east. The line of the Hadham
Road, and the southern boundary of the site appear to have been formalised on their present
alignment.

 2.6  The 2nd edition of the Ordnance Survey, dated 1898, shows that the earlier building on the
site had been demolished, leaving the western side of the present site as open yard, bounded to
the west and north by the outer walls of buildings and yards. These included a smithy on the
west, adjacent to the junction between Hadham Road and Chantry Road (see Figure 3a). On the
eastern side, the site was occupied by the east - west building described above, possibly reduced
in length. A boundary wall ran from its south west corner to the road.

 2.7 By 1921 the buildings at the northern end of the site had been demolished, as had that part
of the east-west aligned building which encroached on the study area (see Figure 3b). At this time
the site comprised the larger part of a rectangular open yard, bounded to the west and east by
other buildings and yards.

 2.8 The 1938 edition of the OS map shows further development adjacent to the site (see
Figure 4a). New buildings have been built at the northern end of the site, and the remainder of
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the yard has been bordered by narrow open-fronted structures leaving a narrow entranceway in
the middle of the southern side.

 2.9 In 1968 the site is described as a poultry market (see Figure 4b) and the open-fronted
structures on the eastern side have been demolished.
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3. Fieldwork

METHODOLOGY

 3.1 The area available for evaluation covers approximately 600m2. Two trial trenches, with a
total area of 30m2 and representing an approximate 5% sample of the area, were excavated across
the footprint of the proposed new building (see Figure 5). Overburden was removed, under direct
archaeological supervision, using a tracked 360o excavator fitted with a 1.5m wide toothless
ditching bucket.

 3.2 Spoil from the machining was inspected for archaeological artefacts.

 3.3 The trenches were cleaned by hand, and all potential archaeological features were sampled
to ascertain their nature, depth, date, and quality of preservation.

 3.4 All work was carried out in accordance with the detailed method statement contained in
the Heritage Network’s approved Project Design, although the location of Trench 2 had to be
altered to allow access to a rear drive in the adjacent property.

RESULTS

 Trench 1

 3.5 Trench 1 was aligned northeast to southwest and was located in the north western
quadrant of the site. It measured 1.5m in width, 10.1m in length and was excavated to a
maximum depth of 1.60m.

 3.6 The stratigraphy consisted of layers of tarmac, concrete and levelling aggregate, overlying
yellowish brown firm sandy clay subsoil. Beneath this was the dark yellowish brown soft sand
which forms the undisturbed natural geology. The trench contained three cut features, all of
which were modern in date.

 3.7 Features [107] and [111] were modern service pipes. Feature [110] was a modern cut for a
concrete slab.

Trench 1 data

Context
Number

Type Description Dimensions
(m)

Level
(mOD)

101 Layer Concrete surface layer 0.08 deep 62.12
102 Layer Tarmac surface layer 0.10 deep 62.04
103 Layer Loose, yellow, levelling aggregate. 0.07 deep 61.94
104 Layer Loose, light yellowish brown, sandy gravel

with frequent cobble stones. Possible remains
of cobbled yard surface.

0.21 deep 61.87

105 Layer Firm, yellowish brown, sandy clay with
frequent patches of flint gravel.

0.34 deep 61.66
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Context
Number

Type Description Dimensions
(m)

Level
(mOD)

106 Layer Soft, dark yellowish brown sand. Natural
geology.

0.80+ deep 61.32

107 Services Machine excavated trench on an east to west
alignment. Service trench.

2.30+ long
0.45 wide
1.19+ deep

61.87

108 Fill Concrete slab, possibly forming base of
structure or tank. Primary fill of cut [110].

1.40+ long
1.65 wide
0.20 deep

61.54

109 Fill Soft, very dark greyish brown sandy clay, with
occasional small stones. Secondary fill of cut
[110].

1.40+ long
1.80 wide
0.48 deep

62.04

110 Cut Cut feature, full extent not revealed. Appears
to have been made for concrete slab (108).

1.40+ long
1.80 wide
0.68 deep

62.04

111 Services Ceramic service pipe cuts across trench on a
northwest to southeast alignment.

1.50+ long
0.15 diameter

61.66

 Trench 2

 3.8 Trench 2 was aligned north to south and was located in the southern half of the site (see
Figure 5). It measured 1.5m in width, 10.3m in length and was excavated to a maximum depth of
2.20m.

 3.9 The stratigraphy consisted of alternating layers of tarmac and aggregate overlying a layer
of brown sandy clay, beneath which was a layer of dark yellowish brown clay. Below this was a
layer of brown clay. The underlying natural geology was not reached in this trench. The trench
contained only two features.

 3.10 Feature [209] represents the lower courses of a brick wall, which ran parallel to the
western  boundary. This is likely to be the remains of a wall associated with the north – south
aligned building shown on the 1879 1st edition OS map.

 3.11 Feature [210] was a line of York stone kerbstones aligned with the current site access.

Trench 2 data

Context
Number

Type Description Dimensions
(m)

Level
(mOD)

201 Layer Tarmac surface layer. 0.15 thick 61.78
202 Layer Loose, yellow, aggregate. 0.08 thick 61.63
203 Layer Tarmac surface layer. 0.09 thick 61.55
204 Layer Firm, dark greyish brown, sandy clay with

frequent inclusions of mixed material.
0.37 thick 61.46

205 Layer Loose, light yellowish brown, sandy gravel
with frequent cobble stones. Possible remains
of cobbled surface.

0.14 thick 61.09

206 Layer Firm, brown sandy clay, with occasional
charcoal flecks and small stones

0.67 thick 60.95
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Context
Number

Type Description Dimensions
(m)

Level
(mOD)

207 Layer Firm, dark yellowish brown clay, with
occasional charcoal flecks and small stones.

0.49 thick 60.28

208 Layer Firm, brown, clay with occasional charcoal
flecks and small stones

0.15+ thick 59.79

209 Structure Brick wall on a northwest to southeast
alignment. Survives to a depth of  4 courses,
and has width of 2 courses.

2.70+ long
0.20 wide
0.38 thick

61.28

210 Structure Line of York stone kerbstones which align
with the current site access.

2.00+ long
0.07 wide
0.18 thick

61.44

 FINDS CONCORDANCE

 3.12 No artefacts were recovered from the trial trenches, although unstratified late 19th and 20th

century brick and tile fragments and pottery sherds were observed in the spoil.
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4. Discussion and Conclusions

 4.1 The cartographic evidence shows that the site at 20 Hadham Road, Bishops Stortford has
seen regular development and redevelopment since at least the first half of the 19th century, when
it was open and probably formed part of the property of the Chantry.

 4.2 By the 1870s the present site and its immediate vicinity had been built up. The 1st edition
OS map of 1879 shows a building running north-south across the western half of the study area.
The eastern half of the site was occupied by part of a building extending east on to the adjacent
site. By the 1920s the site had been cleared to form an open yard, and by the 1930s it had been
built up to the north and the remainder of the site had been enclosed by open-fronted structures.
By the 1960s the site is described as a poultry market.

 4.3 Despite the site’s location close to the core of the medieval town of Bishops Stortford, and
its proximity to the early post-medieval Chantry, no archaeological features or artefacts predating
the late 19th century were observed during the evaluation.

 4.4  Wall [209] runs parallel with the southwest site boundary. It has been interpreted as part
of the north-south aligned building shown on the 1st edition OS map of 1879. This building had
been demolished by 1898.

 4.5 A line of kerbstones [210] aligns with the current site access, which is shown to have been
established prior to the 1921.

 4.6 The natural sand was encountered at a depth of approximately 0.80m below the present
ground level in Trench 1 in the northern half of the site. It was not reached in Trench 2, in the
southern half of the site, which was excavated to a depth of over 2m below the present ground
surface. This depth of overburden suggests that a substantial amount of the natural geology has
been removed. Borehole analysis indicates that the natural is located at a depth of approximately
2.6m beneath current ground level at the front of the site. A possible explanation for this would
be the former presence of a cellared structure on the site but no evidence for lining of such a
structure was found. Alternatively, the site may occupy a former sand quarry which has been
backfilled with imported material.

RISK ASSESSMENT

 4.7 On the basis of the information gathered during the evaluation, it is possible to predict the
risk that archaeological remains would be encountered in the groundworks associated with the
current development. The model has been subdivided by period.

Prehistoric

 4.8  No archaeological features or artefacts dating to this period were observed during the
evaluation.
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 4.9 On this basis, it is considered that the risk that Prehistoric remains would be encountered
in the course of the development is Low.

Romano-British

 4.10 No evidence of Romano-British activity was identified in the evaluation.

 4.11 On this basis, it is considered that the risk that Romano-British remains would be
encountered in the course of the development is Low.

Saxon and Medieval

 4.12  No archaeological features or artefacts dating to this period were observed during the
evaluation.

 4.13  On this basis, it is considered that the risk that Saxon and Medieval remains would be
encountered in the course of the development is Low.

 Post-Medieval and Modern

 4.14  The evaluation identified evidence of activity on the site from the mid 19th century
onwards. The physical evidence included a wall, probably associated with a building, identified
from contemporary maps, which was erected between 1839 and 1879, but demolished by 1898; a
line of modern kerbstones; two service trenches; a concrete slab and several fragments of late
19th and 20th century pottery, brick and tile.

 4.15 On this basis, it is considered that the risk that further Victorian and modern features and
deposits would be encountered in the course of the development is High, but their significance is
considered to be Low.

 Confidence Rating

 4.16 During the current fieldwork conditions were generally acceptable for the identification of
potential features and deposits, and for their investigation. On this basis, there are no
circumstances which would lead to a confidence rating for the work which is less than High.
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