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BACKGROUND TO THE REPORT 
 
This report is based on a survey conducted between June 1998 and December 1999. It is one of a 
series of reports compiled by Northamptonshire Heritage, as part of the Industrial period element, of 
the English Heritage funded Extensive Urban Survey (EUS) of Northamptonshire, which is intended 
to provide an effective information base and research framework to guide the management of the 
county’s urban archaeological resource. The survey encompasses all urban settlements and others 
that may have had some urban attributes, from the Roman period to the 1930s. The only exception is 
Northampton, which is the subject of an Intensive Urban Survey in its own right. 
 
Each report comprises three distinct sections: a detailed description of the town in each major period; 
an assessment of potential and definition of a research agenda; and a strategy for future management. 
A consistent approach has been taken in the presentation of the description in each report with detail 
being presented under each standard category even where this has no direct or obvious relevance to 
the urban aspects. This section has however been presented in the form of a gazetteer with standard 
headings so enabling the reader to identify those sections of particular interest. The Burton Latimer 
report is presented in a single part covering the industrial period, from 1750 to the 1930s, by Jennifer 
Ballinger. The report has benefited from the specialist advice of Dr Barrie Trinder on the industrial 
period. Other contributions to the EUS on digital  mapping, database input and related work have 
been made by various individuals including Christine Addison, Chris Jones, Paul Thompson, Rob 
Atkins, Phil Markham and especially Tracey Britnell and Abi Kennedy.  
 
The vast quantity of documentation for the industrial period has meant that a comprehensive 
documentary assessment of each of the towns within the survey has been impossible, within the time 
period. A standard approach has been adopted with attention focussed on those sources that might 
contribute significantly to the reconstruction of the historical topography of the town and to the 
broader characterisation of the various monuments within the town. Trade directories of 1849, 1894, 
1924 (and 1830 when in existence) have been assessed and all early maps (including Ordnance 
Survey maps of 1880s, 1900s and 1920s) were utilised.  An index has been compiled of all records 
for the period in Northamptonshire Record Office and Northamptonshire Local Studies Library. Key 
secondary sources including books, journals and local pamphlets have been consulted and in a 
minority of cases original records have been used. The survey has relied heavily on a field visit to 
assess the physical growth and development of the settlement and the survival of monuments within 
the town. The reports have been produced in a standardised format to allow direct comparison 
between towns in the county.   
 
The maps in this report are reproduced from Ordnance Survey material with the 
permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery 
Office © Crown copyright. Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown copyright and 
may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings.  
 
The archaeological and historical data on the maps is copyright Northamptonshire 
County Council. 
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SUMMARY 
 
This report focuses on the archaeological development of Burton Latimer in the period 
following 1750. There has been no attempt made to discuss any earlier archaeology in the 
context of this report, but this does not mean that there are no significant archaeological 
remains in the area. 
 
The settlement of Burton Latimer remained an agricultural village until the 19th century. In 
the early 19th century an industrial focus was provided to the village with a corn mill, carpet 
factory and possible silk carpet mills. Later in the century a railway communication link to 
the settlement was provided and the process of industrialisation began. The chief industries 
in the late 19th and early 20th centuries were the boot and shoe trade, clothing manufacturing 
and ironstone quarrying. One of the key features about Burton Latimer is that it retained its 
village character at the core and urbanisation appeared to occur around the periphery of the 
settlement.   
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I DESCRIPTION 
 
1.0 HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT 
 
The settlement of Burton Latimer was clearly operating as an agricultural village until the 19th 
century. The Militia List of 1777 indicated that there were just 61 men between the ages of 18 and 
45 living in the settlement at that time - a very small number compared to many of the other ‘towns’ 
in the county. Of these there were 11 farmers, 2 shepherds, 3 millers, and 7 labourers indicating a 
rural economy based on agriculture. Other trades represented were those which would have been 
found in any small settlement including a blacksmith, 3 wheelwrights, a butcher, 2 tailors and an 
innkeeper. The presence of 3 cordwainers can hardly be viewed as significant for the later 
development of the shoemaking industry. The Militia Lists indicate that there was a small weaving 
industry in Burton Latimer with 9 weavers listed. The development of the weaving industry was 
probably linked to the much larger industry in Kettering. John Bridges noted 120 households in the 
village in 1720's and the population had not expanded significantly by the census of 1801 when the 
total population for the settlement was 669. The population grew very steadily throughout early 19th 
century - almost doubling between 1801 and 1871, this matches the population development of 
many settlements at that time. 
 
The real process of industrialisation in Burton Latimer can be seen in the rapid increase in 
population from 1881 until it levelled off in the 2nd and 3rd decades of the 20th century. A pamphlet 
written about Burton Latimer in the 1920's succinctly summarised the reasons for the 
industrialisation of the small village into a substantially sized settlement. ‘With excellent railway 
facilities and being situated on a main transport road, Burton Latimer is admirably suited for 
industrial undertakings, and for the business man is an ideal place for residence, on account of 
the easy access to larger towns. To live at Burton is to live in the Country’ 1

 

 The opening of the 
Midland Railway with a station at Burton Latimer in 1857 facilitated the industrial development of 
the settlement into a small town. The development of the large-scale ironstone industry was clearly a 
significant element in this development. Communication was also an important issue and in addition 
to its close proximity to Kettering, which went through a substantial industrialisation process in the 
19th and early 20th centuries, Burton Latimer was situated on the main road between London and 
Leicester / Nottingham. The assertion that to ‘live at Burton is to live in the Country’ is justified by 
the ‘village’ aspects of the settlement. Agriculture remained an important part of the economy of the 
town in the 19th and early 20th centuries with trade directories of 1849, 1894 and 1924 listing 10, 7 
and 6 farmers respectively despite the rapid industrialisation of the settlement in this period. 
However perhaps more significant was the retention of the ‘character’ of the settlement with the 
original core of Burton Latimer retaining its village appearance with stone houses and cottages and 
the industrialisation of the settlement. 

The main form of employment in the parish in the early 19th century would appear to have been 
the carpet factory or factories in the town. Whellan=s Trade Directory of 1849 indicated ‘Messrs 
Davis and Co=s worsted mill which was burnt in October 1848, when machinery etc to the 
amount of ,7,000 was destroyed, has been lately rebuilt, and when in full work will weave 
16,000 yards of carpeting per week, and employ 400 persons’. The mill was located on the site 
that is now occupied by the Weetabix mill and it is possible that it was also the location of the 

                                                   
1
Ayres H, The industrial advantages of Burton Latimer, Viceroy Kyrle and Co Ltd.  
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earlier corn mill.  It is not clear whether this was the only factory in the town or whether there 
were others. In addition some employment was presumably provided by the windmill and 
watermill, the latter of which remained in operation until the 1930's. There is a sketch by George 
Clarke of a large carpet mill in Burton Latimer, 2

 

 which has not been located but it is possible 
that it stood on the site of an earlier corn mill. 

The boot and shoe industry did not become firmly established in the town until the later 19th century. 
In 1841 there were 24 shoemakers listed in the census return; this had risen to 107 by 1861. Leather 
trade directories indicate that there were 4 boot and shoemakers and 3 agents in 1893. By 1924 there 
were 4 wholesale boot and shoe manufactures, 3 makers and a machinist. 
It is clear from the late 19th century development of the town that houses with garden workshops 
were being established at the same time as factories. The town also had a tannery, which was erected, 
in Church Street. The business was originally owned by AW Bryant Limited who were listed in the 
trade directory of 1922 as curriers and leather dressers and manufacturers and then by William Batty 
and Son Ltd, Light Leather dressers. The business was clearly run on a professional basis - records 
held by Northampton Record Office include notes from lectures at Leather sellers College, London 
on subjects such as tanning, dyeing and finishing of leather and management techniques. It is 
uncertain what links the tannery had with the boot and shoe industry in the town. 
 
The manufacture of clothing was clearly an equally important industry in the town by the early 20th 
century - in the 1920's there were seven factories in the town for clothing compared to four for the 
Boot and Shoe trade.3

 

 It is uncertain why clothing manufacture was so predominant in Burton 
Latimer although the close proximity of both Kettering and Wellingborough, which both had 
clothing industries, is likely to have been a factor. The other major industry in the town was 
ironstone quarrying; this was in operation between the 1880's and the 1920's. The Weetabix factory 
opened on the site of the old corn mill in 1932 and initially provided employment for over 200 
workers. 

The commercial centre of Burton Latimer was slow to develop and certainly did not expand at the 
same rate as the industrial development of the town. Whellan=s trade directory of 1849 listed 21 
retail outlets of a fairly basic function including bakers, butchers, shopkeepers and a druggist; this 
had expanded only slightly to 25 outlets by 1894 and the only specialist provision was a stationers. 
This was in marked contrast to the trade directory of 1924 when a total of 45 retail outlets were 
detailed including a tobacconist, 2 fried fish dealers, a china and glass dealer and a provisions 
merchant. The reason for the lack of commercial development was probably the close proximity of 
the large market towns of Kettering and Wellingborough, as there were regular carrier journeys to 
both these towns. The location of the central business district for Burton Latimer has been difficult to 
ascertain; the 1851 census does not detail street names and only ten commercial premises were noted 
from the 1891 census - these were spread between High Street, Church Road, Kettering Road and 
Osbourne Terrace. By the early 20th century the retail centre was clearly focusing upon High Street 
with a number of prominent commercial premises being erected, however shops were also located in 
residential areas.  
 
Burton Latimer Co-operative society began in 1888 with 31 members. The society developed rapidly 
and by 1915 two stores had been opened in Duke Street and High Street. The society also owned 
land in Alexandra Street, Finedon Street, Osborne Estate and Station Road. The Society later 
                                                   

2
NRO, GCPS book 9, P11. 

3
Ayres H, The industrial advantages of Burton Latimer, Viceroy Kyle and Co. 
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purchased land to enable members to purchase Freehold House Property. There are however, no 
visible signs of the influence of the Society in the settlement today. 
  
Burton Latimer was governed by Kettering Urban District Council until a Ministry of Health 
Confirmation Order of May 29th 19234

 

 created Burton Latimer Urban District Council in 
recognition of the urban status of the town. The Urban District Council was very active in the town 
and in the early 20th century built a number of council houses, installed a sewerage and piped water 
system; during the 1960’s they organised the clearance of ‘unfit dwellings’ in the town. 

2.0 TOPOGRAPHICAL DEVELOPMENT 
 
In the 19th and early 20th centuries Burton Latimer developed from an agricultural village into an 
industrialised town. The enclosure map of 1803 indicates that in the early 19th century the settlement 
was tightly focused around Church Street, High Street and Kettering Road with Bakehouse Lane, 
Meeting Lane and Church Lane already developed by this period. 
 
Development in the early 19th century consisted of infilling in already existing streets. This must 
have occurred on a substantial scale as the population of the settlement more than doubled between 
1801 and 1881. High Street, Bakehouse Lane and Kettering Road were densely occupied by 1885 
and developments had also taken place on Church Street and Meeting Lane by this period. The 
Ordnance Survey map of 1885 shows initial outward expansion of the settlement with the laying out 
of street patterns to the south west (for the area which was to become Finedon Street, Alexandra 
Street and Duke Street). A small number of new terraced houses had begun to be built on Finedon 
Street by this date. 
 
Expansion of the urban environment in the final decade of the 19th century included the construction 
of terraced housing to the north west (William Street, Victoria Street and Ball=s Lane) and a small 
terraced development to the north east of the town on Cranford Road. By 1900 the area around Duke 
Street, Alexandra Street and Finedon Street had become a complete mixed urban environment with 
houses, shops, social clubs, religious institutions and factories. Spencer Street, Rosebery Street and 
Newman Street had begun to be laid out in the centre of this development. 
 
Early 20th century expansion occurred along Station Road, Finedon Road and Pioneer Avenue (the 
latter was developed after 1926). Terraced houses were erected initially, but council houses and 
mixed private developments can be seen further out on Station Road and Finedon Road and on 
Pioneer Avenue. Terraced houses on Bird Street and Woodcock Lane were built with associated 
garden workshops at this late date. Early 20th century developments were overseen by Kettering 
Urban District Council and the later building was controlled by Burton Latimer Urban District 
Council which was created in 1923.  
  
The process of industrialisation of Burton Latimer is interesting as the settlement retained its village 
core and urbanisation occurred around the exterior of the settlement. Church Street, Meeting Lane 
and Kettering Road retained a village style appearance with a large number of stone houses and 
cottages dating to the 17th and 18th centuries. It is interesting to note that where new buildings have 
been inserted into this area they are invariably of stone construction marking a deliberate attempt to 
retain the character of the area. The only substantial industrial building to be inserted into the area 
was the tannery located at the east end of Church Street; it was demolished in the mid 20th century. In 
                                                   

4
Kelly’s Trade Directory, 1924 
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contrast the western part of the settlement (centred on Duke Street, Finedon Street and Alexandra 
Street) has the character of a 19th century urban development complete with housing, factories and 
social clubs. High Street, which is located between these two areas of settlement has a mixed 
character with a combination of stone structures of and 19th and 20th century commercial and 
industrial buildings. Bakehouse Lane and particular sections of High Street have lost large areas of 
their 19th and early 20th century buildings and these areas are now infilled with modern 20th century 
constructions. The loss of these structures was probably during the planned ‘slum clearance’ of areas 
of unsuitable housing by Burton Latimer Urban District Council in the 1960s.5

  
 

                                                   
5
Burton Latimer Official Guide, 1966. 



 
 10 

 
3.0 THEMATIC ANALYSIS 
 
3.1 INDUSTRY 
 
3.1.1 Early industry 
Burton Corn mill - one of the early mills in the parish of Burton Latimer was located on the site 
where Weetabix now have a large development. It is possible that the carpet factory or mill may have 
been situated on the same location6

 

, particularly as the latter has not been located.  It was not 
possible to get access to the site, but it is very unlikely that anything would survive from either of the 
older structures. It has not been possible to trace the location of any of the other early industries in 
Burton Latimer. There are a number of small and large-scale industrial works that have not been 
positively identified to particular industries, but these would appear to be of later origin. 

3.1.2 Quarrying 
Two ‘Old Stone Pits’ are shown on the Ordnance Survey map of 1885, but these had clearly gone 
out of use by 1900. The quarries were probably constructed as part of the enclosure award, but may 
also have provided building stone for the village of Burton Latimer. 
 
Ironstone quarrying began in the late 19th century with three large ironstone companies Butlin Bevan 
and Co, Glendon Iron Co and Burton Ironstone Co Ltd utilising the Kettering, Thrapston and 
Huntingdon branch of the Midland Railway for large scale ironstone quarrying in the parish. The 
quarrying was located to the north east of Burton Latimer on either side of the Cranford Road. Eric 
Tonks provides a full history of the development of the quarrying industry in Burton Latimer and 
claims that in 1984 there were substantial physical remains of quarrying activity to the east of 
Cranford Road, although that to the west had largely been developed over.7

 

 The area was not viewed 
as part of the objectives of this survey. 

There was also a brickworks in the town which was located to the east of High Street. This 
presumably provided bricks for much of the late 19th century building in the town - by 1926 the area 
was called ‘Croxen=s Yard’ and was no longer in operation as a brickworks. 
 
3.1.3 Boot and shoe 
The boot and shoe industry was clearly an important part of the town of Burton Latimer in the 19th 
and early 20th century. Domestic workshops were located throughout the town with a number being 
inserted into the core area of the settlement along Bakehouse Lane and Meeting Lane. It is likely that 
many more workshops were lost during the demolition of slum housing. Domestic workshops 
continued to be built into the early 20th century with examples in association with houses at Bird 
Street, Woodcock Street, William Street and Victoria Street. Of the larger factories in the town five 
have been positively identified and there are a further two examples which may relate to either the 
boot and shoe or the clothing manufacturing trade. Of the five - one has been demolished, but the 
remaining four are still in existence. Whitely and Westley works, Alexandra Works and the boot and 
shoe factory off Spencer Street are still in use as industrial works of some kind. All of these premises 
comprise a number of industrial buildings including rectangular structures with top lights and 
modern constructions. None of these buildings retain the integrity of design of late 19th and early 20th 

                                                   
6
The Rotary Club of the Ise Valley, Burton Latimer - Portrait of a Certain Place, 1991 

7
Tonks E, The Ironstone Quarries of the Midlands History, Operation and Railways Part 5, Kettering Area, 1991. 
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boot and shoe factories.8

 

 In contrast Sunhill Works on Alexandra Street and the other two factories 
which may relate to the boot and shoe industry are no longer being fully utilised, but retain their 19th 
century characteristics.  

3.1.4 Clothing manufacturing 
Clothing manufacturing was clearly a large industry in Burton Latimer in the late19th and early 20th 
centuries. There were seven clothing factories in Burton Latimer in the 1920's9

 

 of which three have 
been positively identified. Of these, Gladstone Works in Bakehouse Lane which was in operation 
until the 1970's has been demolished and the remaining two are still in industrial usage - both retain 
their original buildings although the complexes have been substantially extended and developed. The 
factories on High Street and Alexandra Street may have been associated with the clothing 
manufacturing industry in the town.  

3.2 AGRICULTURE 
A number of farm complexes in Burton Latimer were noted during the field visit including a 
complex off Kettering Road with farmhouse, outbuildings and stable (all listed structures), two farm 
complexes on Church Street and a possible range of farm buildings (with stabling) on High Street. 
19th century trade directories and census returns indicate that there was both a windmill and a 
watermill in the settlement. The location of the watermill has been located to the west of the town 
beside the Isebrook River where the Weetabix factory now stands, it has not however been possible 
to locate the position of the windmill. ‘Attfield Windmill Farm’ is located to the east end of Church 
Street. 
 
3.3 HOUSING 
There is a wide range of domestic housing in Burton Latimer. Stone houses of 18th century date and 
earlier are primarily located in Church Street, Meeting Lane, Kettering Road and High Street. There 
is a mixture of both high status houses and smaller workers cottages. It is interesting to note that 
many houses in this area continued to be erected in stone throughout the 19th century. This applied to 
both high status houses and smaller cottages and terraces. 
 
The major focus for 19th century working class housing was in the Finedon Street/ Alexandra Street/ 
Duke Street development to the west of the town. Large blocks of 19th century terraces are located in 
this area and many have garden workshops. The main characteristic of the streets is in variation of 
house design. In the early 20th century a similar process continued with infilling of terraced houses on 
already existing streets. The development of the town to the east also began with the erection of a 
small number of terraces on Bird Street and Woodcock Street. House building became more 
regularised as the 20th century progressed, various documents survive for housing schemes by 
Kettering Urban District Council prior to 1923 and Burton Latimer Urban District Council after this 
date. Station Road and later Pioneer Avenue became a focus for 20th century housing schemes of 
both council house10

 

 and private origin. Houses of this date are characterised by their uniformity of 
design and construction. Higher status accommodation including villa style house and single 
detached houses begun to be erected on the major routes out of the town including Finedon Street, 
Cranford Road and Station Road.   

A large number of 19th century and possibly earlier houses have been demolished in Burton Latimer, 
                                                   

8
The Whitely and Westley premises were subject to a fire in the 1960s, which destroyed the 19th century factory frontage. 

9
Ayres H, The industrial advantages of Burton Latimer, Viceroy Kyrle and Co Ltd. 

10
532 council houses were erected between 1923 and 1966. Burton Latimer Official Guide, 1966. 
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particularly around the Bakehouse Lane, High Street and western end of Church Street area. This 
was presumably part of the ‘re-development clearance’ of nearly 150 ‘unfit dwellings’ in the town 
centre of Burton Latimer.11

 

 These houses are likely to have been of low status and to have pre-dated 
the 19th century terraced developments, which were of good quality construction.  

3.4 COMMERCE 
The central business district is now clearly centred in High Street and there are a number of 19th 
century commercial buildings in this area. There is also evidence of 19th and early 20th century shops 
in other areas of the town, although any trace of a commercial centre in Church Street has clearly 
disappeared. A number of individual significant commercial buildings remain including the inns, 
‘Pagoda House’ an impressively designed shop in High Street, Burton Latimer Coffee House (now 
Barclays Bank) and ‘The Palace’ cinema sign. 
  
3.4.1 Shops 
There are a number of early shops remaining throughout the town - many of these are in the 19th 
century development to the west of the town and are frequently located on corner plots. Many are 
still being utilised as commercial premises, although a number have been converted to domestic 
residences. On High Street there are a number of purpose-built 19th century shop frontages, as well as 
shops that have been inserted into buildings with a former usage. 
 
3.4.2 Inns 
Four public houses / inns have been identified from map analysis and the field visit and all four still 
survive as buildings. The Duke=s Arms, Waggon and Horses Public House and the Horse and 
Groom (now Olde Victoria) are still in use as public houses whilst the Red Lion Inn has been 
converted into a beauty salon and clothing shop. The latter has been substantially re-modelled at 
ground floor level to allow for the insertion of shop frontages and the other buildings are likely to 
have been adapted for modern usage, however a number of original features appear to survive 
including carriage arches, stabling etc. 
 
3.4.3 Co-operative Society 
The Co-operative society had two commercial premises in Burton Latimer - a store in Duke Street 
and one in High Street. It has not been possible to positively identify either of these properties 
although there are a number of possibilities in Duke Street. 
 
3.5 TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS 
The Knotting to Barton Seagrave turnpike was established through the town in 1753. This was 
located on one of the coaching routes through the county.  
 
Burton Latimer was serviced by the London, Midland and Scottish Railway to the west of the town 
where the Burton Latimer and Isham station was located in 1857. This remained in operation until 
the 1950s12

 

. To the north of the town was the Kettering, Thrapston and Huntingdon branch of the 
same railway which was heavily utilised by the ironstone quarrying trade in the county. The former 
is still a working railway and the station and ancillary building are still in existence. The latter has 
been demolished and replaced by a modern road network.  

 
                                                   

11
Burton Latimer Official Guide, 1966. 

12
Burton Latimer - Portrait of a Certain Place, The Rotary Club of the Ise Valley, 1991 P22. 
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3.6 UTILITIES 
None of the 19th century utilities survive in a form that would merit preserving or recording. The 
waterworks have been built over by modern housing, the gas works were not inspected, but would 
appear from analysis of maps to be much reduced in size and the sewerage works are now out of use 
with only a circular, brick filter bed remaining. The original fire station was located on Duke Street, 
but has not been positively identified during the field visit. 
 
3.7 RELIGION 
The parish church of St Mary was extensively restored in the 19th century.  There was also Baptist 
Chapel erected in the 18th century, a 19th century Wesleyan Chapel and an early 20th century 
Salvation Army Hall. The latter has subsequently been demolished, but the original 1744 building 
survives for the Baptist chapel and the 1891 replacement for the 1836 Wesleyan chapel is still in use 
by the Methodist Church. 
  
3.8 EDUCATION 
Education was clearly an important issue in the town of Burton Latimer with a large number of 
schools provided including the Free School, various Church Schools and a school built by private 
subscriptions from Non-conformists. The earliest school in the settlement was the Free School, which 
was founded in 1587; the present building was erected in 1622. This school later became the 
National or Church School. In 1878 a new National School was built across the road and the 
original building became the Infant School. In 1898 Finedon Road Infant School was built, also for 
the Church Authorities. The buildings remain in existence, but they have all been converted to 
private residences - the Free School is a grade II* listed building. There do not appear to be any 
records of a British School in the town and by the late 19th century this was becoming a matter of 
concern to the Non-conformists in Burton Latimer. There was an ongoing battle with the church 
authorities to provide a non-denominational education in the town, this failed even after the 
establishment of a School Board in 1891. In 1898 a non-denominational school was built entirely 
from subscriptions by individual Non-conformists the building was sold to the County Education 
Authority in 190513

 
. The school is still in use today.  

3.9 RECREATION 
There were a large number of social facilities provided in Burton Latimer in the 19th and early 20th 
centuries. These included social, political, sporting and religious clubs, although a large number of 
these facilities have since been demolished. Burton Latimer Coffee House has been converted into 
premises for a bank. The Conservative Club and Working Men=s Club on Church Street and 
Finedon Street respectively are still in existence as clubs, but have been considerably re-modelled 
and enlarged. The Britannia Club on High Street and Mission Room on Alexandra Street appear to 
be substantially unchanged. The ‘Electric Palace’ building is still in existence and until a year ago 
was still in use as a cinema. The building is currently in the process of being converted to flats or 
shops and is unlikely to contain any original features relating to the early cinema.  

                                                   
13

Baptist Church, Burton Latimer near Kettering 1744-1944. 
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II ASSESSMENT 
 
ASSESSMENT OF IMPORTANCE AND SURVIVAL 
 
Burton Latimer is the settlement, of a total of eight studied for the Extensive Urban 
Survey, where the process of transformation from village settlement to small town during 
the 19th century can be can be most visibly seen in the urban topography. There are very 
clear zones between the core of settlement and 19th century expansion. This may be 
unremarkable in a national context, but is unusual in the new urban settlements of 
Northamptonshire. The town is also of importance as a substantial centre for the clothing 
as well as the boot and shoe industry.  
 
The urban topography of Burton Latimer survives very well and the division between the 
original village core of the settlement and the later 19th century expansion can be clearly 
distinguished. There are also a number of important individual buildings, although many 
of the boot and shoe factories have been radically altered. The survival of documentary 
records is average. 
 
1.0 DOCUMENTARY 
 
1.1 Maps 
The earliest surviving map is the inclosure map of 1803; the basic layout of the village is shown, but 
the individual buildings are not shown in great detail. Thus a comprehensive study of the 
development of the town from the early to the late 19th century would not be possible. The Ordnance 
Survey maps are the first maps to show the town in great detail. 
 
There are three 19th century estate maps for the parish, but these presumably only show small areas 
of Burton Latimer. A map of the Burton Latimer Urban District Council boundary in 1967 exists. 
 
1.2 Photographs 
There are a number of photographs of Burton Latimer in the late 19th and early 20th century at the 
Northamptonshire Local Studies Library, Northamptonshire Records Office and Northamptonshire 
Sites and Monuments Record. These include aerial photographs, photographs of street scenes and 
individual buildings in addition to photographs of people and events in the settlement. 
 
There are architectural plans and drawings of many individual buildings including some of the 
schools, Burton Latimer Coffee House, Whitney and Westley factory and housing schemes for the 
town - all of which would be useful for the study of individual structures. 
 
1.3 Documents 
One of the key documents that may be of interest for the study of the town as a whole is a book of 
memoirs written by John Eben Taylor (born 1850) in 1908. This would presumably provide 
invaluable insights into the development of the settlement in the late 19th century as it was going 
through a process of industrialisation and urbanisation.14

 
 

In terms of industry in the town records exist for Whitney and Westley Shoe Manufacturers and W 

                                                   
14

NRO, TK1. 



 
 15 

Batty and Co=s tannery. There are also several documents and plans relating to education and 
schools in Burton Latimer. 
 
2.0 STANDING BUILDINGS 
There are 35 listed building in Burton Latimer these are primarily 17th and 18th century houses and 
cottages which formed part of the original village setting.  Other listed buildings include the Free 
School, St Mary=s Church and the Baptist Chapel, several farmhouses, barns and stables and the 20th 
century war memorial by J.A.Gotch. 
 
Several buildings in the town including the Britannia Club, the 19th century schools, the railway 
buildings and Pagoda House should preserved in a local context for the contributions they make to 
the streetscape of Burton Latimer. There are also several buildings relating to the clothing and boot 
and shoe industries remaining in the settlement.  
 
3.0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
There would appear to be little potential for below ground archaeological investigation for the 
industrial period in Burton Latimer as most of the buildings and monuments that have gone have 
upstanding examples elsewhere in the county. Possible exceptions are the tannery, brickworks and 
gasworks which all lie in areas which have not been subsequently developed.  
 
4.0 TOPOGRAPHY 
The topography of Burton Latimer is unusual in that the core of the original settlement has retained 
its village character and 19th century and later development has been erected around this core. The 
‘village’ element of the settlement centred on Church Street has been protected by a Conservation 
Area designated in January 1980. 
 
The area around Finedon Street, Duke Street and Alexandra Street retains its character as a late 19th 
century development complete with terraced houses with associated workshops, small and large 
factories, shops, social clubs and a non-conformist chapel. Unfortunately the large factories in the 
area have been substantially modernised and some housing around Paged=s Lane has been 
demolished therefore detracting from the integral character of the area 
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III RESEARCH AGENDA 
 
Development of topography 
Burton Latimer provides a good model for the study of the development of a small agricultural 
village into an industrial town in the 19th century. The survival of both the core of the original village 
settlement as well as the 19th century development of the town is unusual in Northamptonshire. A 
detailed study of the topography of the village utilising maps, documents and standing buildings 
would provide an understanding of the development of the settlement in this crucial period.   
 
Clothing and boot and shoe industries 
Burton Latimer had a relatively large clothing manufacturing industry in the 19th century. The origin 
of this industry should be studied with particular emphasis on any regional links. The clothing 
manufacturing industry would provide a good comparison to the boot and shoe trade in 
Northamptonshire - issues such as working conditions, building types for differing aspects of 
processing and the relative status of the workers in the two industries could be studied. 
 
Burton Latimer mills 
Further research is required on the mill site to the west of Burton Latimer to determine the length of 
time the mill has been in operation and what has been produced there. It is particularly important to 
determine whether this was the location of the carpet / silk factory. A survey needs to be conducted 
on the site to determine whether there are surviving remains for the early mills. If the silk mill was 
not situated in this area consideration needs to be given to determining the location of the mill. 
  
Educational Buildings 
Education was clearly a major issue in the town with the provision of a total of five schools. The 
survival of all five buildings and the existence of many plans and documents relating to education in 
Burton Latimer ensure that the town would provide a good model for the comparison of different 
forms of education and the effect this had on the form of the building. 
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IV STRATEGY 
 
The assessment of the management and conservation priorities for the pre-industrial periods within 
the Extensive Urban Survey have been based around an assessment of levels of importance 
previously applied elsewhere in the county for management purposes. The grading falls into six 
categories: 
 
Scheduled: nationally important remains that have statutory protection. 
 
Unscheduled national importance: in some cases statutory protection is suggested while in others 
recording action may prove to be the appropriate response to threats. 
 
County importance: Where significant archaeology is known or where it is likely but confirmation 
is required. Normally recording rather than preservation would be the appropriate mitigation 
strategy. 
 
Historic buildings: Buildings known or which have the potential to contain significant pre 19th 
century structural remains. 
 
Local importance: where archaeology may survive but where, on present evidence investigation 
does not appear appropriate. 
  
Destroyed: where the archaeology has been wholly destroyed. 
 
White Land: Archaeology not assessed for his report. 
 
In addition in some cases recommendations have been made for the designation of new or the 
extension of existing Conservation Areas and for the listing of specific buildings. 
 
This approach has not been possible for the industrial period, as further work on the period 
is needed at a county, regional and national level before a definitive assessment can be made. 
The town has been divided up into zones and priorities for additional research, recording 
and conservation measures have been assigned to each individual area.   
 
1.0 EXISTING DESIGNATIONS 
 
1.1 SCHEDULED ANCIENT MONUMENTS 
There are no scheduled monuments in the immediate vicinity of the town of Burton Latimer 
 
1.2 Listed Buildings 
There are 35 listed building in Burton Latimer. 
 
1.3 Conservation Area 
There is a conservation area (designated in January 1980) for the historic part of Burton Latimer 
centred around Church Street at the north eastern end of the settlement. 
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2.0 MANAGEMENT PRIORITIES 
 
2.1.1 Zone 1 - Core area of village settlement 
This is the original village core of the settlement and the area retains its village character with a large 
number of stone cottages and houses. The majority of buildings in the area survive although there 
have been significant demolitions in Bakehouse Lane and to the south west of Church Street. There 
are a large number of listed buildings in this zone and the area is contained within the Conservation 
Area for Burton Latimer; therefore the character of the area has sufficient protection. There are no 
recording issues in relation to individual buildings, but consideration should be given to doing a 
detailed topographical survey in order to understand how the area developed in the 19th century.  
 
2.1.2 Zone 2 - High Street – mixed / commercial zone 
High Street formed part of the original village settlement, but was substantially developed with 
commercial, industrial, recreational and educational buildings in the 19th century. There are some 
remaining stone structures from the original settlement and a number of 19th century buildings. There 
has, however, been substantial re-development in the area with the demolition of a large number of 
buildings. A small part of the north of the zone is contained within the Conservation Area for the 
settlement, but there are no further recommendations for the area. Individual buildings may be 
worthy of recording, but these should be assessed on an individual basis.  
 
2.1.3 Zone 3 - 19th century mixed zone 
The block of land to the west of the town was developed in the late 19th century. The area primarily 
consisted of houses and factories, however recreational, educational and religious buildings were 
also located in the zone. The majority of the area remains intact, but many of the factories in the area 
have been considerably altered. The area is perhaps not worthy of Conservation Area status due to 
these changes, but efforts should be made to retain as much of the 19th century streetscape as 
possible. The factories should be recorded if they are to be subject to demolition or substantial 
alteration.  
 
2.1.4 Zone 4 - 19th / early 20th century mixed zone 
The area consists primarily of housing and industrial buildings. A large number of clothing and boot 
and shoe factories are located in this area. There are no recommendations for the area as a whole, but 
the factories should be recorded if they are to be subject to demolition or substantial alteration.  
 
2.1.5 Zone 5 - Burton Latimer Hall 
This zone is comprised of Burton Hall and surrounding parkland. A substantial number of buildings 
in the area are listed and the parkland has been subject to a rapid survey as part of the English 
Heritage Registered Parks and Gardens Register review. The parkland was assessed as having a 
good rate of survival. 
 
2.1.6 Zone 6 - Housing zone 
Two small rows of houses erected in the 20th century. These houses were built with associated 
workshops. Consideration should be given to extending the Conservation Area to incorporate these 
buildings.  
 
2.1.7 Zone 7 - Housing zone 
Area of 20th century housing to the south of the settlement. There are no recommendations for this 
area. 
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2.1.8 Zone 8 - Industrial zone 
This area comprises the Weetabix site (and former mill site), the disused railway station for Burton 
Latimer and the former gas works. The Weetabix site should be subject to further investigation to 
determine the history of milling on the site and whether there are any archaeological remains (either 
above or below ground) of any of the phases of the mill. The railway station is currently disused, 
although the Midland Railway line is still in use. The site should be assessed if the area is to be 
subject to re-development. The former gas works have been demolished, but there may be below 
ground archaeology as there has been little ground disturbance in the area.  



 
 20 

 
ABBREVIATIONS  
 
NRO  Northamptonshire Record Office 
 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 
Anon, 1944, Baptist Church, Burton Latimer near Kettering, 1744-1944. 
 
Anon, 1966, Burton Latimer Official Guide,  
 
Anon, 1894, Kelly’s Directory of Northamptonshire, Kelly and Co Ltd, London 
 
Anon, 1944, Kelly’s Directory of Northamptonshire, Kelly and Co Ltd, London 
 
Anon, 1991, Burton Latimer - Portrait of a Certain Place, The Rotary Club of the Ise Valley 
 
Ayres H, The industrial advantages of Burton Latimer, Very Kyrle and Co Ltd 
 
Tonks E, 1991 The Ironstone Quarries of the Midlands - History, Operation and Railways 
Part 5, Kettering Area,  
 
Whellan W, 1849 History Gazatteer and Directory of Northamptonshire London Whittaker 
 



 
 21 

 
 
 
  



 
 22 



 
 23 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 24 

 


	Northamptonshire
	Extensive Urban Survey
	Burton Latimer
	Jenny Ballinger
	Funded by English Heritage
	(Northamptonshire County Council
	Contents
	List of Illustrations
	Background to the Report
	Summary
	I Description
	1.0 Historical Development
	2.0 Topographical Development
	3.0 Thematic Analysis
	3.1 Industry
	3.1.1 Early industry
	3.1.2 Quarrying
	3.1.3 Boot and shoe
	3.1.4 Clothing manufacturing

	3.2 Agriculture
	3.3 Housing
	3.4 Commerce
	3.4.1 Shops
	3.4.2 Inns
	3.4.3 Co-operative Society

	3.5 Transport and Communications
	3.6 Utilities
	3.7 Religion
	3.8 Education
	3.9 Recreation


	II Assessment
	Assessment of importance and survival
	1.0 Documentary
	1.1 Maps
	1.2 Photographs
	1.3 Documents

	2.0 Standing Buildings
	3.0 Archaeological
	4.0 Topography


	III Research Agenda
	Development of topography
	Clothing and boot and shoe industries
	Burton Latimer mills
	Educational Buildings

	IV Strategy
	Scheduled: nationally important remains that have statutory protection.
	Destroyed: where the archaeology has been wholly destroyed.
	White Land: Archaeology not assessed for his report.
	1.0 Existing Designations

	1.1 Scheduled Ancient Monuments
	1.2 Listed Buildings
	1.3 Conservation Area
	2.0 Management Priorities
	2.1.1 Zone 1 - Core area of village settlement
	2.1.2 Zone 2 - High Street – mixed / commercial zone
	2.1.3 Zone 3 - 19th century mixed zone
	2.1.4 Zone 4 - 19th / early 20th century mixed zone
	2.1.5 Zone 5 - Burton Latimer Hall
	2.1.6 Zone 6 - Housing zone
	2.1.7 Zone 7 - Housing zone
	2.1.8 Zone 8 - Industrial zone

	Abbreviations
	Bibliography

	Anon, 1944, Baptist Church, Burton Latimer near Kettering, 1744-1944.
	Anon, 1966, Burton Latimer Official Guide,
	Anon, 1894, Kelly’s Directory of Northamptonshire, Kelly and Co Ltd, London
	Anon, 1944, Kelly’s Directory of Northamptonshire, Kelly and Co Ltd, London
	Anon, 1991, Burton Latimer - Portrait of a Certain Place, The Rotary Club of the Ise Valley
	Ayres H, The industrial advantages of Burton Latimer, Very Kyrle and Co Ltd
	Whellan W, 1849 History Gazatteer and Directory of Northamptonshire London Whittaker


