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BACKGROUND TO THE REPORT 
This is one of a series of reports compiled by Northamptonshire Heritage as part of the 
English Heritage funded Extensive Urban Survey (EUS) of Northamptonshire, which is 
intended to provide an effective information base and research framework to guide the 
management of the county’s urban archaeological resource. The survey encompasses all 
urban settlements and others that may have had some urban attributes, from the Roman 
period to the 1930s. The only exception is Northampton, which is the subject of an Intensive 
Urban Survey in its own right. 
Each report comprises three distinct sections: a detailed description of the town in each major 
period; an assessment of potential and definition of a research agenda; and a strategy for 
future management. A consistent approach has been taken in the presentation of the 
description in each report with detail being presented under each standard category even 
where this has no director obvious relevance to the urban aspects. This section has however 
been presented in the form of a gazetteer with standard headings so enabling the reader to 
identify those sections of particular interest. The Daventry report is presented in two parts: 
the first covering the medieval and post medieval town prepared by Jane Laughton, Sean 
Steadman and Glenn Foard; the second covering the industrial period, from 1750 to the 
1930s, by Jennifer Ballinger. The report draws upon research previously conducted by Dr A 
E Brown and R. Greenall on the medieval and post medieval town; from the survey of 
historic buildings and land use in selected towns conducted by the Archaeology Unit in the 
late 1970s, and has benefited from the specialist advice of Dr Barrie Trinder on industrial 
period. Other contributions to the EUS on digital  mapping, database input and related work 
have been made by various individuals including Christine Addison, Chris Jones, Paul 
Thompson, Rob Atkins, Phil Markham and especially Tracey Britnell and Abi Kennedy.  
The first objective of the report is to determine layout, character and chronology of 
development of Daventry from its rural Saxon origins up to the 1930s. An attempt has been 
made to identify the various components of the town which are likely to have left identifiable 
archaeological remains and, as far as practicable, to define the exact location and extent of 
these buried or upstanding ‘monuments’. They have also all been assessed for likely current 
survival and their potential to contribute to research objectives. The relationship of the town 
to its hinterland has also been considered and the potential for study of that interaction has 
been assessed. In this way the report aims to provide a well founded research framework, 
establishing the current state of knowledge of Daventry’s history and defining a research 
agenda which can guide future archaeological investigation within the town. Conservation 
objectives have also been defined. This report should be viewed as a starting point rather than 
a definitive study, which it certainly is not. If this report serves its purpose then it will need to 
be regularly reviewed and substantially revised in future years as archaeological 
investigations, and hopefully also further documentary research, is undertaken. 
Given the limitations of time, which inevitably must guide the conduct of a countywide 
project, it has been necessary to limit the depth of investigation. No original archaeological 
earthwork or other such field survey has been conducted, but all available existing 
archaeological data has been consulted. Mapping from aerial photographic sources in the 
Northamptonshire SMR, CUCAP and the NMR has been completed. Although each town has 
been visited to examine the topography of the town and an assessment attempted as to the 
general state of archaeological survival, no attempt has been made to conduct cellar survey 
comparable to that undertaken for Northampton as party of the Intensive Urban Survey of 
that town. This is due to the absence of detailed mapped evidence comparable to that which 
exists for Northampton and the very poor results achieved in 1979 when a cellar survey was 
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attempted in Thrapston, Higham Ferrers and Towcester. Nor has it been possible to examine 
all documentary sources, even for the medieval period. However, an attempt has been made 
to assess the overall potential of this crucial part of the record of the urban past and to 
examine in detail the most documentary important sources. An index has been compiled from 
various list and indexes in the Public Record Office, Northamptonshire Record Office, 
National Register of Archives and British Library. Given the vast quantity of documentation, 
particularly for the last 200 years the limitations in the documentary assessment, especially 
regarding the industrial period must be acknowledged. Attention has focussed on those 
sources that might contribute significantly to the reconstruction of the historical topography 
of the town and to the broader characterisation of the various monuments within the town. 
  
The maps in this report are reproduced from Ordnance Survey material with the 
permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery 
Office © Crown copyright. Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown copyright and 
may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings.  
The archaeological and historical data on the maps is copyright Northamptonshire 
County Council. 
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SUMMARY 
Daventry was probably one component of the polyfocal middle Saxon royal estate of 
Fawsley and may have acted as a centre for the collection of rents and renders by a 
royal reeve. In the Late Saxon period Daventry was located in the administrative unit of 
Egelweardesle Hundred. By 1086 Daventry may have been the centre of an ancient 
estate comprising the vills of Daventry, together with Drayton and possibly also Welton. 
The location of the early Saxon settlement has yet to be established although a location 
to the north of the church seems most likely; the focus of the settlement in the middle 
and late Saxon period appears to have been the summit of the hill on which the town 
stands. A key feature of the early layout appears to be large oval enclosure may have 
been occupied by the parish church and manor house. In the early 12th century, the 
Cluniac Priory at Preston Capes was relocated to Daventry and established within the 
oval enclosure. The arrival of the Priory and the establishment of the major route 
between Coventry and London seems to have been the catalyst for Daventry’s rise to 
urban status. Tenements laid out along the High Street were raised to Burgage status 
and new burgages were created in an area called Newlands along the London Road in 
the mid to late 12th century. Daventry was never a self governing medieval Borough in 
the strictest sense even though it did have burgage tenure and enjoy a degree of 
freedom. A market is first recorded in 1203 and a fair was granted in 1330. 
In the 14th century the three staple occupational groups associated with the provision of 
food, clothing and shelter, that one might expect to find in any medieval town, were all 
present in Daventry. There is no evidence as yet for a high level of specialist industrial 
or commercial activity in the town, prior to the 16th and 17th centuries, and its 
prosperity may prove to have been primarily dependent on its provision of general 
commercial services to a local hinterland. 
As with all the small towns in the county Daaventry will have suffered significant 
economic decline in the later medieval period during the 14th and 15th centuries. 
However there is evidence to suggest that Daventry’s decline did not occur until later in 
the 14th century and that recovery was delayed until the early 16th century. 
Daventry was a major market and coaching centre in the 18th and 19th centuries. The 
town was along the route of the great Holyhead Road and was also located on a number 
of important local roads including the Banbury to Lutterworth Road and the Warwick 
to Northampton road. A substantial amount of the economy of the town was based on 
passing trade. During this period Daventry was also famous for its whip-making trade, 
although in economic terms this was a very small industry. Following the development 
of the London and North Western Railway in 1838, and the consequent decline in 
coaching, trade in Daventry declined significantly. The population declined during the 
second half of the 19th century, but the town retained its status as a market town. The 
town also developed a substantial boot and shoe industry in the latter part of the 19th 
century.  
As one of the major medieval small towns in the county and an important late Saxon 
estate centre with substantial and possibly high status early-middle Saxon activity, 
Daventry is of high historical importance in county terms. Although the quality of 
surviving documentary resources for the town is high, in contrast the actual quality and 
extent of survival of the archaeology of the town has not been confirmed by evaluation. 
There is therefore the need for detailed extensive assessment of the archaeological 
resource before the medieval and post medieval potential can be fully confirmed. 
Similarly, with the absence of systematic survey the level of survival of historic 
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buildings is not well known. Although the immediate environs of the town have been the 
subject of extensive post war development, the hinterland of the town has an unusually 
high archaeological potential for the Saxon and medieval period due to the good 
survival of some medieval settlements and the quality of medieval documentary 
evidence. 
For these reasons it would appear to represent a good example of an important small 
town with major Saxon origins. Detailed study of Daventry is likely to cast important 
light on the origins, development and demise of small town urbanism from the late 
Saxon to the post medieval period. The historical topography of the town is also 
relatively well preserved from the post medieval and medieval period and is worthy of 
conservation. 
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I DESCRIPTION 
TOPOGRAPHY & GEOLOGY 
The topography and geology of the ancient Parish of Daventry have been described in some 
detail in Brown’s account of Early Daventry.1

Unlike most of the county, in particular the valleys of the Nene and the Ise to the east, 
impermeable geology is mainly found in the river valleys of this area while permeable 
geology is largely located on the higher ground. With the exception of Norton, (and its 
predecessor the Roman town at Bannaventa), Thrupp, Braunston and Dodford which are all 
situated on Glacial Sands and Gravels, many of the settlements in the area were founded on 
the low lying Middle Lias Silts and Clays. Daventry, on the other hand, was founded on a 
marlstone plateau. Leaving aside the defensive potential of this position, the Marlstone seems 
to have been attractive for settlement in the Late Saxon period. Weedon, Staverton and 
Braunston are all located on Marlstone. Daventry’s hinterland, in particular the large tracts of 
permeable geology to the east, will have provided sufficient productive land to allow for the 
population increase seen during the medieval period.  

 The parish encompasses a varied landscape 
with Borough Hill located to the east and Big Hill to the Southwest rising to 199m and 213m, 
respectively. These hills comprise predominantly heavy Upper Lias clay capped by 
Northampton Sand.  A plateau of higher ground located to the Northwest at c 168m is 
covered with Boulder Clay. Marlstone rock outcrops on the base of the hills with 
predominantly Middle Lias silty clays found in the low lying areas in between.  

Daventry is located c 21km (13 miles) west of Northampton. The town occupies a prominent 
Marlstone spur projecting north-eastward between the valleys of the Thunny Brook (also 
known as North Brook) and the Sowe Brook (also known as South Brook).  
 

                                                   
1 A.E. Brown, Early Daventry; an Essay in Early Landscape Planning (University of Leicester Department of Adult Education in 
association with Daventry District Council, 1991). 
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A PRE MEDIEVAL 
1.0 EARLY HISTORY 
1.1 PREHISTORIC AND ROMAN 
There is evidence for extensive human activity in the area from the earliest prehistoric times 
although the major hill fort at Borough Hill and Watling Street Roman road, approximating 
to the current A5, provide the most tangible evidence for past activity.  
The recovery of worked flints by fieldwalking attests human activity on the heavy clay soil 
uplands as well as lowland areas.  However, the low density of finds recovered by 
fieldwalking probably relates to ‘background noise’. It is extremely unlikely that the limited 
survey carried out to date can provide an accurate impression of human occupation or landuse 
in the prehistoric period. The few flint artefacts attributable to the Mesolithic period were all 
found on the low lying lighter soils. Residual Mesolithic flints were found during excavation 
of medieval deposits at St Johns Square in the north-east of the town2

The suggestion that the Jurassic Ridge once formed an important prehistoric routeway, the 
‘Jurassic Way’

. A Palaeolithic stone 
axe and part of a polished stone axe was recovered from Borough Hill, but need not indicate 
occupation there (see below).  

3, is no longer generally accepted. Brown suggests that an old road linking the 
hillforts of Rainsborough and Borough Hill via Newnham may have its origins in the 
prehistoric period4

The hillfort at Borough Hill is the largest in Northamptonshire and one of the largest in the 
country. This massive contour fort occupies a flat topped hill rising to 200m OD. Located 
1.6km to the east of the present town, the fort was presumably sited to command the north-
south route through Watford Gap. Although the date and development of the defences are not 
well understood, two distinct phases are discernible. Originally a contour fort enclosed the 
entire summit of the hill, an area of 55.2 ha. Subsequently a smaller area at the northern tip of 
the hill was enclosed by more substantial defences. As late as the early 18th century, up to four 
banks and ditches were visible in places but now, only a single bank and ditch survive while 
long stretches of the defensive circuit have been obliterated altogether 

. 

5

It has been suggested that the hillfort at Borough Hill is contemporary with other, similar 
monuments in the county constructed during the early Iron Age. Finds and features dating 
from the Late Bronze Age, including socketed axes, have been recovered from the site 
although these objects need not provide a date for the construction of the fort itself. The 
possibility that the axes represent votive offerings and that the site had strong ritual 
connotations from the early prehistoric period onwards has been suggested

.  

6

Borough Hill probably served as a focus for political and economic control, religious activity 
and possibly trade during the Iron Age and possibly earlier.  Following the Roman conquest 
these functions shifted to the town at Whilton c. 2km to the east.  

. 

1.1.1 The Roman town at Whilton Lodge (Bannaventa) 
In common with other Roman small towns Bannaventa probably owed its existence to the 
strategic significance of its location on the road network and to the wealth of its surrounding 

                                                   
2 I. Soden, ‘Saxon and Medieval Settlement Remains at St John’s Square, Daventry, Northamptonshire July 1994-February 1995’ 
Northamptonshire Archaeology, 27, 51-100, 1997. 
3 W.F. Grimes, ‘The Jurassic Way’ in Aspects of Archaeology in Britain and Beyond, 1951, 144-171. 
4 A.E. Brown, Early Daventry; an Essay in Early Landscape Planning (University of Leicester Department of Adult Education in 
association with Daventry District Council, 1991), 7. 
5 RCHM, Royal Commission on Historic Monuments: An Inventory of Archaeological Sites in South West Northamptonshire (HMSO, 
London, 1982) 62-67. D. Jackson, ‘The Iron Age Hillfort at Borough Hill, Daventry: excavations in 1983’ Northamptonshire 
Archaeology, 25, 63-68, 1997. 
6 M. Curteis ‘The Socketed Axe’ in D. Jackson Further Evaluation at Borough Hill, Daventry, Northants (Unpuplished Client Report 
held in Northants SMR, nd). 
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agricultural landscapes. Located roughly midway between Lactodurum  (Towcester) and 
Tripontium (Caves Inn), Bannaventa was one of the larger small towns (c.16-22ha in extent) 
and probably acted as a local market centre along Watling Street, one of the province’s 
principal arterial roads. The origins of the town are obscure but it may have developed in the 
mid to late 1st century AD around a road junction along Watling Street close to a crossing of 
the river Nene, and possibly close to a pre-conquest site of unknown form. Seemingly 
extensively occupied by the 2nd century AD, the developed plan of the settlement is still not 
well understood. Timber and stone buildings were constructed during the mid 2nd and 3rd 
centuries. A defensive ditch and earthen rampart, enclosing approximately 5ha of the core of 
the town around the road junction, built during the 2nd or early 3d century was replaced by a 
double ditch and wall in the later 3rd or 4th century. The town was clearly occupied up to the 
end of the 4th century but despite finds of early-middle Saxon pottery and a middle Saxon 
coin, there is no indication that the town survived in any recognisable form into the early-
middle Saxon period.  
The archaeology of the Roman Town is characterised and assessed in a separate report for the 
Extensive Urban Survey prepared by Jeremy Taylor7

1.1.2 Roman activity at Borough Hill 
 

A substantial stone building, possibly a villa, was constructed within the northern defences of 
Borough Hill during the Roman period and a barrow cemetery comprising 18 barrows was 
constructed to the south. The building and the barrows were excavated in the 19th century. 
The barrows appear to date from the 2nd century AD and although material from the building 
is mainly 4th century, some earlier material was also found8

1.1.3 Roman activity at Daventry 
. 

Quantities of Roman pottery, tile, brick, and tesserae from the archaeological excavations at 
St John’s Square, indicate a substantial Roman building and possibly a small Roman 
settlement to the north of the market square. Although the majority of the Roman material is 
undiagnostic and therefore undatable, a single coin, a bronze Follis of 4th century date, was 
recovered9. A residual fragment of Roman roof tile was also recovered during trial trenching 
at the Abbey Centre.10

1.2 SAXON 

 The presence of tesserae and tile is sufficient to suggest that a former 
high status building or buildings, possibly the focus of a villa estate, was once located here. 
The existence of the Roman small town of Bannaventa on the main Watling Street 
thoroughfare less than 4km to the east would suggest that settlement in the area of Daventry 
during the Roman period was not urban in character, but its presence may have affected the 
later pattern of settlement leading to the medieval town. 

 
1.2.1 Saxon origins 
 
Possible evidence for Anglo-Saxon burials has been recorded within the limits of the Roman 
building on Borough Hill. Evidence for a secondary interment of possible 5th century date 
within one of the Roman barrows on the hillfort indicates continuity of function as a sacred 
place, but need not indicate continuity of settlement11

                                                   
7 J. Taylor ‘Northamptonshire Extensive Urban Survey: Whilton Lodge (Bannaventa)’ Northamptonshire County Council 2002 

. Elsewhere across the county a 

8 A. E. Brown, ‘The Roman Barrow Cemetery on Borough Hill, Daventry’ 1983’ Northamptonshire Archaeology, 12, 185-190, 1977. 
9 I. Soden, ‘Saxon and Medieval Settlement Remains at St John’s Square, Daventry, Northamptonshire July 1994-February 1995’ 
Northamptonshire Archaeology, 27, 51-100, 1997. 
10 A. Chapman, Archaeological Evaluation at the Abbey Centre, Daventry, Northamptonshire, September 1998, Northamptonshire 
Archaeology, Unpublished Client Report. 
11 Ibid, 9. 
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dispersed pattern of early-middle Saxon settlement has been identified, which suggests that 
other settlements remain to be discovered within the town and surrounding areas. 
During the Saxon period Brown suggests that the main centre of political and economic 
control probably transferred from Bannaventa to Weedon, where a Mercian royal manor was 
established by the later 7th century. Brown speculates that Daventry may have acted as a 
centre for the collection of rents and renders by a royal reeve, and that its emergence as a 
commercial centre may have arisen out of the sale of surplus food renders12

Archaeological evidence for the Early Saxon period is limited. A substantial ditch dating to 
the 6th century AD was established at the foot of the hill on the St John’s Square site

.  Evidence from 
elsewhere in the county suggests that the central place functions of early-middle Saxon 
administrative units were polyfocal. The Weedon monastic site was probably a peripheral 
component of the estate placed there because of the pagan importance of the Weoh Dun (a 
hill with a temple or sacred place). It is unlikely ever to have been the focus. Weedon names 
are typically found on the boundaries of adminsitrative or tribal units. It is possible therefore 
that, while Weedon formed the religious centre of the estate, Badan Byrig (Arbury, which 
passed its name onto Badby) and possibly even Daventry, may have fulfilled defensive 
functions, Fawsley probably held certain administrative functions. The large oval enclosure 
which appears to form the core of the Saxon village at Daventry is remarkably similar to the 
early Saxon enclosure at Higham. It is possible that in both cases these enclosures were high 
status estate centres and that possibly both were associated with food rent collection. 

13. 
Vestigial remains of postholes may represent the remains of an associated rampart, which 
could imply a defensive function for the ditch. Although it is possible that they were the 
remains of buildings, the area seems to have been used primarily for the disposal of rubbish 
at this time, particularly crop processing waste14. This would suggest that this area was 
marginal to the main focus of settlement15

The absence of Saxon finds or features from the archaeological evaluation at Vicar Lane

, which was presumably located on the top of the 
hill. The site appears to have been abandoned by the 8th century.  

16 
has led to the suggestion that Saxon settlement was focussed in the north of the current town, 
close to North Brook17. However, the truncation of archaeological deposits at Brook Street18 
and Sheaf Street19

1.2.2 Late Saxon Settlement 

 indicates that the survival of early-middle Saxon levels will be, at best, 
piecemeal. 

Daventry was located in the Late Saxon administrative unit of Egelweardesle Hundred. 
Brown postulates the existence of an ancient estate centred on Daventry comprising the vills 
of Daventry, Drayton and possibly also Welton. Together these vills were assessed at 12 
hides in Domesday. A similar estate centred on Badby to the south included the vills of 
Newnham, Dodford and Norton and was also assessed in Domesday at close to 12 hides. The 
                                                   

12 A.E. Brown, Early Daventry; an Essay in Early Landscape Planning (University of Leicester Department of Adult Education in 
association with Daventry District Council, 1991), 13. 
13 I. Soden, ‘Saxon and Medieval Settlement Remains at St John’s Square, Daventry, Northamptonshire July 1994-February 1995’ 
Northamptonshire Archaeology, 27, 51-100, 1997. 
14 W. Carruthers, ‘Comparisons With Other Sites’ in ‘Charred Plant Remains’ in I. Soden, ‘Saxon and Medieval Settlement Remains at 
St John’s Square, Daventry, Northamptonshire July 1994-February 1995’ Northamptonshire Archaeology, 27, 51-100, 1997. 
15 . I. Soden, ‘Saxon and Medieval Settlement Remains at St John’s Square, Daventry, Northamptonshire July 1994-February 1995’ 
Northamptonshire Archaeology, 27, 51-100, 1997 
16 I. Soden, Archaeological Evaluation of Land at Vicar Lane, Daventry, Northamptonshire (Northamptonshire Archaeology, 
Unpublished ClientReport, 1996). 
17 P. Chadwick, Archaeological Desk Based Assessment Land at New Street, Daventry, Northamptonshire (CgMs Consulting, 
Unpublished ClientReport, 1998), 11. 
18 I. Soden, An Archaeological Evaluation in Sheaf Street, Daventry, Northamptonshire (Northamptonshire Archaeology, Unpublished 
ClientReport, 1995). 
19 I. Soden, Archaeological Trial Excavation of Sites 4 and 5 Brook Street, Daventry Stage 2: Trial Excavation (Northamptonshire 
Archaeology, Unpublished ClientReport, 1996). 
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fact that a similar hideage has been attached to estates of similar character but dissimilar size 
has been taken to indicate that these were ancient establishments. Brown goes on to speculate 
that these two estates may have once been part of a single, even older, estate centred on the 
Roman building on Borough Hill20

Whatever the origins or otherwise of these ‘estates’, the majority of the vills which would 
make up the hundreds of Egelweardesle and the adjoining Gravesende hundred to the south 
formed part of a very large royal estate centred on Fawsley during the 10th and 11th centuries. 
Brown speculates that the meeting place of the Egelweardesle hundred was located on 
Borough Hill at Spellow Well (‘hill of speech’)

. This latter speculation predates the discovery of the 
Roman building remains at St John’s Square. 

21

Late Saxon & early medieval Village 
.  

Brown postulates on topographic grounds that a large oval enclosure demarcated the spur of 
land on which Daventry stands and that this enclosure, which contained the manorial centre 
and parish church, formed the core of Late Saxon Daventry22. . Brown suggests that the 
enclosure was formed by the convergence of tracks from neighbouring villages on to the 
defensible spur of land on which the town now stands23. An oval ditched enclosure at 
Higham Ferrers, may have fulfilled an important administrative function, like the collection 
of excess food renders, in the early-middle Saxon period.  It is possible therefore that the 
enclosure predates part of the road system and that trackways leading to the administrative 
centre of Daventry were established during this period.  Brown speculates further that the 
manor house could have been built adjacent to the church in the south west corner of the 
enclosure and that early tenements related to peasant holdings in the open-field were laid out 
on either side of High Street, the road to and from Staverton 24

In the pre-Conquest period Daventry undoubtedly lay within the parochia of the minster of 
Fawsley, but by the time of Domesday a smaller ecclesiastical unit of Daventry, Drayton and 
Welton had been formed out of the jurisdiction of Fawsley. A priest was recorded at 
Daventry in 1086.  

.  

At an unknown date a secular minster was founded at Daventry, in the form of a college of 
four canons. It has been suggested that parts of a Saxon minster survived within the parish 
church in the early 18th century, and that the college could have been one of the poorly 
documented colleges of secular priests founded before the Conquest 25

Although there have been a number of archaeological investigations in the ten years since 
Brown’s study was published, these have provided little evidence to confirm or refute his 
theories. The excavations at St John’s Square demonstrate that following a period of 
abandonment, this area to the north of the current town centre was reoccupied in the 10th 
century. Part of a curving enclosure ditch, which had been maintained over a considerable 
length of time, was uncovered although it was clearly not part of the oval enclosure around 
the top of the hill. The remains of a three bay timber hall, at least 12m long and 3m wide, 
were located within the enclosed area. The nature and status of this building remains open to 

. The considerable 
endowment of the college and its position within the oval enclosure suggests that, potentially, 
it enjoyed high status. Its relationship to the original minster in the Fawsley parochia remains 
unclear, but certainly, the suggestion that Daventry was a central place in the Saxon period is 
reinforced.  

                                                   
20 A.E. Brown, Early Daventry; an Essay in Early Landscape Planning (University of Leicester Department of Adult Education in 
association with Daventry District Council, 1991), 10-11. 
21 Ibid, 13-14. 
22 Ibid, 31, Fig 12. 
23 Ibid, 31, Fig 12. 
24 Ibid, 31, Fig 12. 
25  Franklin, Cartulary of Daventry, xvii-xviii; Greenall, Daventry Past, 13. 
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question. After the hall went out of use, this part of the site was subsequently remodelled and 
a substantial new enclosure ditch was constructed across the area. Environmental evidence 
suggests that the site continued to be used for large scale processing of crops derived from a 
variety of soil types. Interestingly, it appears that wheat was being grown on acidic soils 
rather than cereals which are better suited to the poorer, acidic soils. This might suggest that 
pressure was being applied to increase the production of bread wheat which was more highly 
valued than cereals26

Archaeological investigations within the former area of the oval enclosure on the summit of 
the hill have provided very little evidence. Part of a ditch and a single pit of late Saxon date 
were uncovered to the north of Holy Cross Church 

. To the west a sequence of parallel drainage ditches, possibly 
demarcating the shifting boundaries of an enclosure, were dug into the hill slope. The purpose 
of this long-lived enclosure has not been determined. 

27, but trial trenching to the southeast of 
the church uncovered no surviving deposits of late Saxon date28.  Similarly, trial excavation 
to the southwest of the church uncovered only evidence for extensive post-medieval 
quarrying on parts of the site29

B MEDIEVAL & POST MEDIEVAL 
. 

1.0 HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT 
 
Domesday Book records that Countess Judith held the whole of the manor. Judith’s daughter, 
Matilda, married Simon de Senlis who later became Earl of Huntingdon and Northampton. 
Their son, Simon de Senlis II became Earl c.1136 and the manor of Daventry subsequently 
passed to his sister, Matilda, in 1153. At some time in the mid 12th century, an estate of 14 
virgates, the Nether Manor, was separated from the principal manor and granted to the de 
Daventres. By the end of the 12th century Over manor had passed to the fitz Walter family 
who retained possession until c.1380. Nether manor and part of Over Manor were acquired 
by John of Gaunt in the late 14th century and the two manors were subsequently amalgamated 
into the Duchy of Lancaster.  
Daventry’s connection with the Earls of Huntingdon and Northampton in the late 11th and 
12th century appears to have been a key factor in the development of Daventry as a town. At 
Domesday, Daventry’s recorded population and value appear to be roughly equivalent to the 
largest neighbouring vills of Norton and Badby. However, within the following two centuries 
Daventry grew to be the most substantial parish within the Fawsley Hundred. The subsidy 
roll of 1301 records Daventry’s population at 112, almost double the size of the next largest 
parish of Everdon with 64.  
This rise in population appears to have been linked to a deliberate policy adopted by the 
Lords of the Manor to establish Daventry as the primary market centre for the surrounding 
countryside. Several factors contributed to the rise in Daventry’s prosperity. The emergence 
of Coventry as an important commercial centre led to the road from London to Chester, 
Watling Street, being re-routed through Daventry to pass through Coventry. This road, 
supplanted the earlier east-west route between Northampton and Warwick which had by-
passed Daventry.  

                                                   
26 Ibid, 
27 . A. Chapman, Archaeological Evaluation at the Abbey Centre, Daventry, Northamptonshire, September 1998, Northamptonshire 
Archaeology Unpublished Client Report.  
28 I. Soden, An Archaeological evaluation at the White House, Daventry, July 1998, Northamptonshire Archaeology Unpublished Client 
Report.  
29 R. Edwards and S. Steadman, Archaeological Evaluation at New Street and White & Co Shoe Factory, Daventry, Northamptonshire, 
Bedfordshire County Archaeology Service, Unpublished Client Report.  
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In the late 11th century, Matilda’s steward Hugh had established a Cluniac Priory adjacent to 
his castle at Preston Capes, , possibly in imitation of his Lord, Simon de Senlis, who had 
founded St Andrew’s Priory in the vicinity of Northampton Castle30.  In 1108, Hugh 
relocated the priory to Daventry, ostensibly on account of poor water supply, where it was 
combined with a college of four secular canons. Monastic buildings were erected adjacent to 
the parish church within the oval enclosure postulated as the late Saxon manorial core. 
Whatever the reason for the move it seems likely that Daventry’s burgeoning urban status 
was an important factor in the relocation of the priory. Daventry priory received little 
financial support until the grant of the minster church of Fawsley by Henry II. The growing 
wealth and prosperity of the town is reflected in the gifts of property and church livings 
endowed on the priory by the manorial lords and other wealthy people. Ultimately, the priory 
became a major property owner in Daventry and Drayton holding land in some 24 other 
places, mostly in Northamptonshire.31

Burgages, reflecting Daventry’s progression towards urban status, are first recorded in the 
mid 12th century. The earliest burgage plots, located on either side of the High Street,  were 
probably converted from villein or cottage tenements, and were therefore part of the late 
Saxon village. Many of the cottagers were probably already artisans rather than agricultural 
workers, as they clearly were in 13th century Higham when it received its burgage charter 
elevating cottagers to burgage status. Significantly perhaps, twelve of these plots along the 
south side of the high street remained non-burgage plots. Brown suggests that these were 
occupied by agricultural tenants. They were located on the south side of High Street to 
provide access to the back lane (New Street) for their carts and other agricultural 
equipment

 

32

The right to hold the Wednesday market in Daventry, first recorded in 1203, was traditionally 
claimed to have been granted by King John (1199-1216), but in common with many other 
medieval towns, this may have been confirmation of a market which had been held for some 
time. The market place was originally located at the east end of High Street, adjacent to the 
Priory precinct. 

. This evidence of deliberate planning in the layout of tenements implies 
manorial control. Daventry was never a self governing medieval Borough in the strictest 
sense like Brackley or Higham, although it did have burgage tenure and enjoy a degree of 
freedom comparable to Oundle.  

Evidence for further expansion can be seen in the creation of burgages along the west side of 
Sheaf Street, an area known from the early 14th century onwards as Newland. Significantly, 
these de novo burgages were laid out along the main road from London to Coventry which 
appears to cut across the pre-conquest trackways converging on the manorial core. As well as 
providing evidence for the increasing prosperity of the borough, this suggests that the new 
road was a stronger commercial draw than the original village focus. Other properties were 
laid out in an area known as Rumbellows immediately to the north of the Priory. However, 
although Robert fitzWalter had gained an agreement to erect Burgages on an area known as 
Inlands to the south of the Priory, there is no evidence that this planned expansion southwards 
ever happened33

There is evidence to suggest that Daventry continued to prosper well into the 14th century. 
Sixteen non-agricultural trades, encompassing the provision of food, clothing and shelter as 

.   

                                                   
30 R.L. Greenall, Daventry Past, (Phillimore, Press, Chichester, 1999). 
31  Knowles and Hadcock, Medieval Religious Houses, 99; Greenall, Daventry Past, 12-13; Franklin, Cartulary of Daventry, xv (list of 
geographical areas where priory had property), xvii-xxiv.  
32 A.E. Brown, Early Daventry; an Essay in Early Landscape Planning (University of Leicester Department of Adult Education in 
association with Daventry District Council, 1991, 29). 
33 A.E. Brown, Early Daventry; an Essay in Early Landscape Planning (University of Leicester Department of Adult Education in 
association with Daventry District Council, 1991, 22). 



 
 16 

would be expected in a medieval town, were recorded in 1301 and by the end of the century 
this number had risen to twenty. In contrast to the early post medieval period, there is no 
evidence for any particular trade becoming important to the town. An annual Fair, held on the 
feast of St Augustine 26th May, is first recorded in 1330 . 
In common with many medieval towns Daventry appears to have suffered a period of decline 
in the Late medieval period. It has been suggested that changes to the field system, in 
particular the fact that peripheral areas which had been converted to arable were put down to 
grass further in the late 14th century, may indicate declining population. However, the poll tax 
list of 1377 records 432 taxpayers in Daventry parish compared to 269 in Badby and 
Newnham, 253 in Barby and 222 in Everdon. The establishment of a town guild in 1383 
suggests that the town continued to expand its urban functions well into the 14th century. 
Although surveys of the priory lands made in 1526 and in 1530-2 recorded many vacant plots 
and poorly maintained buildings in both Daventry and Drayton, the fact that 116 cottages 
were recorded in the town in 1571 suggests that the town’s revival was well advanced by the 
mid-late 16th century.  
An Elizabethan Charter of 1576 stating that, henceforward Daventry was to be regarded as a 
free borough further reinforces this34.  In that same year William Parker founded a grammar 
school and the schoolhouse was opened in 1600. This apparent pattern of decline and 
recovery contrasts with many other towns in the county where it appears that decline was 
beginning earlier, generally in the mid 14th century but recovery was occurring by the 16th 
century. By the late 16th and early 17th centuries Daventry’s population appears to have been 
on the increase once again35

 

. There is evidence that cloth production, shoemaking and other 
leatherworking trades were important to the town. However, the town’s prosperity was 
mainly linked to the importance of the road from Coventry to London, “the M1 of its day”, 
which ran through the town. The commercial aspect of catering to travellers on the road 
allowed the town to function as more than a simple market centre for the local hinterland. 
However, with the coming of the railways in the 19th century Daventry’s role as a 
commercial centre for travellers became largely redundant.  

2.0 TOPOGRAPHICAL DEVELOPMENT 
2.1 EARLY MEDIEVAL DAVENTRY 
 
Browns tentative reconstruction of late Saxon Daventry36

                                                   
34 Ibid, 18 

 shows the area of the current town 
dominated by the early manorial enclosure with ancient trackways radiating outwards 
towards the surrounding villages. Tenements housing the villeins, bordars and priests 
recorded in Domesday book are shown on either side of the road to Staverton (High Street) to 
the west of the manorial enclosure. This reconstruction is almost entirely back projected from 
later, medieval records. Brown’s reconstruction of early medieval Daventry, roughly 
speaking the period from 1100-1250, is based on many of the same medieval records. The 
town continued to be dominated by the oval enclosure on the summit of the hill, although the 
internal area appears much reduced. By this time the enclosure had become the walled 
precinct of the Priory established next to the parish church in 1108. The priory buildings are 
clearly labelled, the layout based on surveys of more complete examples surviving elsewhere. 
Limited trial trenching within the Priory precinct uncovered the remains of medieval wall 
foundations, including a possible buttress or door jamb, which were probably built in the mid 

35 Section 3.4.6 (below). 
36 Ibid, Fig 12. 
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13th century or later. Insufficient was revealed to guess at the form or function of these 
buildings and there was no trace of the original 12th century Priory buildings37

Various properties are shown to the north of the Priory. Trial trenching in this area, along the 
north side of Abbey Street, demonstrated that modern re-development had removed all trace 
of earlier occupation

.  

38

A large rectangular market place was established in front of the Priory at the east end of High 
Street. Similar developments are known elsewhere, such as at Biggleswade in Bedfordshire, 
where a large market place was established to take advantage of the increased traffic along 
the former Roman road between London and the north

. However, further evaluation and excavation in an area known as 
Rumbellows, downslope to the north, uncovered several distinct phases of activity. A stone 
founded house, consistent with peasant houses excavated elsewhere, was built at the foot of 
the slope in the late 11th or early 12th century. This building appears to have been constructed 
up against the boundary with another property. It probably stood for at least fifty years but 
although it appears to have been relatively lowly in status, no indication of its exact use could 
be discerned. Following its demolition, a droveway, apparently leading eastward and defined 
by converging ditches, was established at the foot of the slope. Although the broad flanking 
ditches were revetted with stone in places, possibly to provide an abutment for a footbridge, 
the droveway was also relatively short-lived. Stone footings for a wall blocking the narrow 
point of the droveway were uncovered. Documents relating to the maintenance of this wall 
indicate that it had been built, and that use of the droveway was effectively prohibited, by 
1290. 

39. At some point in the medieval 
period, presumably before the mid 14th century, there appears to have been encroachment on 
to the larger part of the market place with tenements established on its southern half. The 
manor house of Over manor was recorded in the lay cartulary as standing to the south of the 
market square. As previously stated, archaeological trial trenching demonstrated that post-
medieval and modern re-development had removed all trace of archaeological deposits in this 
area40. Brown’s map shows a triangular market place ‘The Drapery’ at the east end of High 
Street a ‘Hog Market’ and ‘Horse Market’ to the north and the ‘Corn Market’ extending 
eastward to the north of the Priory. The ‘Mothal’ is shown in the middle of High Street. A 
watching brief during groundworks in this part of the Market Place also showed that modern 
re-development had removed all trace of archaeological deposits in this area41

To the south of the Priory, an area known as Bekkelow is shown as undeveloped, with the 
Monk’s fish ponds at its eastern edge. Trial excavation adjacent to the Priory precinct 
uncovered evidence for extensive quarrying until at least the mid 14th century

.  

42. Traces of 
boundary or drainage ditches were also uncovered but there was little associated evidence for 
occupation, confirming that this area was, at best, only sparsely occupied in the medieval 
period43

Returning to the area to the north of the Priory known as Rumbellows, the enigmatic remains 
of a possible horse mill or small post mill were located within a ditched enclosure. The mill, 

. 

                                                   
37 A Chapman, Archaeological evaluation at the Abbey Centre, Daventry, Northamptonshire, September 1998, Northamptonshire 
Archaeology Unpublished Client Report. 
38 . I. Soden, ‘Saxon and Medieval Settlement Remains at St John’s Square, Daventry, Northamptonshire July 1994-February 1995’ 
Northamptonshire Archaeology, 27, 51-100, 1997 
39  Dawson. M, ‘Biggleswade West’  
40 R. Edwards and S. Steadman, Archaeological Evaluation at New Street and White & Co Shoe Factory, Daventry, Northamptonshire, 
Bedfordshire County Archaeology Service, Unpublished Client Report. 
41 R. Atkins, Memorial Cross, High Street, Daventry, Northants, Watching Brief, May 1998, Northamptonshire Archaeology, 
Unpublished Client Report. 
42 I. Soden, An Archaeological evaluation at the White House, Daventry, July 1998, Northamptonshire Archaeology Unpublished Client 
Report. 
43 I. Soden, Archaeological Evaluation of Land at Vicar Lane, Daventry, Northamptonshire (Northamptonshire Archaeology, 
Unpublished ClientReport, 1996). 



 
 18 

if that is what it was, appears to have been short-lived. It was probably built some time after 
1225 and was demolished between 1250 and 1300. Documentary references to a horse mill 
‘in the Priory courtyard’ may or may not relate to this structure. It has been suggested that it 
is too far removed from the Priory precinct for the records to refer to this mill44. A mill may 
have been located on a tenement belonging to John Neel and situated close to the road to 
Welton. A dispute between Neel and the Prior, concerning a mill on the road to Welton was 
recorded in 128545, and charters dating to the late 13th and early 14th centuries forbidding 
milling at any place other than the Prior’s mill46

Further away from the Priory, burgage plots are shown on the west side of Newland and 
Brooke End at the west end of High Street. Towards the north end of Brook End, Brown’s 
reconstruction tentatively suggests that this area was occupied by agricultural tenants. Trial 
trenching in this area however, revealed traces of a building constructed ‘no earlier than the 
second half of the 15th century’

 may suggest that this short-lived mill was 
suppressed to maintain the milling rights of the Priory.  

47. The absence of residual early medieval pottery also led to 
the suggestion that this was the first building constructed on this plot. It seems likely 
therefore that expansion into this area did not occur whole sale in the mid 13th century. 
Further trial trenching, on the eastern side of the southern end of Newlands, uncovered 
evidence for late medieval ironstone quarrying. It is not known when the extensive quarry pit 
was opened, but it was certainly not backfilled until the 16th century48

                                                   
44 I. Soden, ‘Saxon and Medieval Settlement Remains at St John’s Square, Daventry, Northamptonshire July 1994-February 1995’ 
Northamptonshire Archaeology, 27, 51-100, 1997 

. Brown’s 
reconstruction shows ‘other buildings’ in this area, again presumably back projected from the 
Duchy of Lancaster survey of 1571.  Clearly late medieval quarrying would have removed all 
trace of earlier medieval buildings, if they were ever there. Perhaps not surprisingly, it seems 
clear, that there was not necessarily a smooth progression of land ownership and boundaries 
from the late medieval through to the Elizabethan period. 

45 Section 3.1.2.4 below 
46 Section 3.1.2.6 below 
47 I. Soden, An Archaeological Evaluation of Sites 4 and 5 Brook Street, Daventry Stage 2: Trial Excavation, (Northamptonshire 
Archaeology, Unpublished Client Report, 1996). 
48 I. Soden, Archaeological Trial Excavation Evaluation in Sheaf Street, Daventry Northamptonshire:, (Northamptonshire Archaeology, 
Unpublished Client Report, 1995 
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3.0 THEMATIC ANALYSIS 
 
3.1 MANORIAL 
 
3.1.1 Manors 

3.1.1.1 Over manor 
Domesday Book recorded that the Countess Judith, niece of the Conqueror, held the whole of 
Daventry, which was assessed at 8 hides. There was land for 16 ploughs. Three ploughs and 3 
serfs were in demesne; 20 villeins, with the priest and 10 bordars, had 7 ploughs, and there 
were 12 acres of meadow. It had been worth £3 in 1066, but was worth £8 in 1086.49 The 
subordinate settlement of Drayton was not recorded in Domesday and was presumably 
included in the survey of Daventry. It had probably been part of an ancient estate centred on 
Daventry. Drayton had its own field system in the medieval period, but it never became an 
independent parish, nor was it ever to have its own chapel.50

At some date after 1089 Matilda, daughter of Countess Judith, married Simon de Senlis who 
later acquired the earldoms of Huntingdon and Northampton. Their son, Simon de Senlis II, 
succeeded to the earldoms in about 1136 and Daventry became one of his possessions. When 
he died in 1153 the manor passed to his sister Matilda. She married twice. Her first husband 
was Robert fitz Richard, who died in 1136/7, and her second husband was Saher de Quincy, 
who became lord of Daventry by right of his wife in 1146. After the death of Saher the manor 
passed to Matilda’s son by her first husband, Walter fitz Robert, and in 1198 to Walter’s 
youngest son, Simon fitz Walter. Thereafter, the principal manor of Daventry remained in the 
fitz Walter family for nearly 200 years. When Thomas fitz Walter died in c. 1380-1 the Over 
Manor was divided between his two sisters and co-heiresses. One portion was later 
transferred to John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster, and the other was sold in 1398-9 to his son 
Henry Earl of Derby.

 

51

3.1.1.2 Nether manor 

  

In the mid 12th century an estate of 14 virgates, which became known as the Nether Manor, 
was separated from the Over Manor and granted to a local family, the de Daventres, who held 
it for some 200 years. At some time before 1372-3, however, it was acquired by John of 
Gaunt, and it ultimately passed to his son. Both manors thus came together once more and 
became part of the Duchy of Lancaster. The manorial rights were leased to Sir Moile Finch 
and his partner Robert Lee by Queen Elizabeth. The lordship remained in the hands of the 
Finch family, Barons of Daventry and subsequently earls of Winchilsea and Nottingham, 
until 1786, when they sold the Daventry estate to a consortium consisting of John Plomer 
Clarke of Welton and four prominent men from Daventry for £21,673. Clarke was the chief 
investor and he acquired the manorial rights, which remained in the family down to the 20th 
century.52

                                                   
49

  VCH Northamptonshire, I, 351. 

     

50
  A.E. Brown, Early Daventry; an Essay in Early Landscape Planning (University of Leicester Department of Adult Education in 

association with Daventry District Council, 1991), 10-11. 
51

  R.L. Greenall, Daventry Past (Chichester, 1999), 12, 15, 20; G. Baker, The History and Antiquities of the County of Northampton, I 
(London, 1822-30), 305-6. 
52

  Greenall, Daventry Past, 31, 46, 51, 52; Baker, History of Northamptonshire, I, 306-8. 
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3.1.1.3 Priory manor 
Hugh of Leicester, steward in Daventry of the Countess Matilda wife of Simon de Senlis I, 
founded a small Cluniac priory next to his castle at Preston Capes in about 1090. The site 
proved inconvenient and the foundation unviable and therefore, with the permission of Simon 
de Senlis, he moved the priory to Daventry in about 1108, where it was combined with the 
pre-existing secular college. The endowments of the college were given to the priory, and the 
monastery was built next to the parochial church of St Augustine. The early years were 
difficult but Henry II’s grant of the ancient minster church of Fawsley put the priory on a 
sound financial footing. The 13th century saw Daventry’s manorial lords and other 
benefactors give generous gifts of property in Daventry, Drayton and some 24 other places, 
mostly in Northamptonshire.53 In 1254 the spiritualities were recorded as worth £79 9 4 and 
the temporalities as worth £41 4 11½. The Taxation of Pope Nicholas in 1291 (which 
excluded the churches belonging to the religious orders) valued the priory’s possessions at 
almost £43. The rents received from Daventry, Drayton and nearby Staverton exceeded £15. 
As a major property owner in the town the priory wielded considerable influence.54

The Dissolution survey of 1524-5 recorded that the Priory Manor and its demesne contained 
360 acres of land, 100 acres of meadow, 20 acres of pasture and 10 acres of wood. The manor 
was worth £10 and the demesne land was worth £20. The priory’s holdings in Drayton 
consisted of 8 messuages, 200 acres of land, 40 acres of meadow, 40 acres of pasture and 10 
shillings in rent. Their value was £10.

 

55 After the Dissolution, the priory’s assets in Daventry, 
consisting of 16 yardlands, some closes and pasture grounds, and some houses and gardens, 
passed to Christ Church, Oxford.56 The value at suppression was given as £237 7 6 by 
Bridges and £277 19 9 by Baker.57

3.1.1.4 Drayton manor 

 

The first mention of this manor dates from 1531, when Nicholas Wodhull esq died seized of 
Drayton Manor, held of the king as parcel of the Duchy of Lancaster. The manor passed to 
his son and then to his granddaughter, and subsequently became re-united with the main 
manor of Daventry. It therefore passed to John Clarke and his fellow investors in 1786 and 
remained in the Clarke family down to the 20th century.58

 
  

3.1.2 Manorial Appurtenances 
 

3.1.2.1 Manor House 
Over Manor 
It has been suggested that the manor house of the Over Manor stood at the northern edge of 
the lord’s Inland, facing on to the south side of the original market place.59

                                                   
53

  M.J. Franklin (ed.), The Cartulary of Daventry Priory (Northamptonshire Record Society, XXXV, 1988), xvii-xxiv; Greenall, 
Daventry Past, 12-13. 

 No evidence has 
been found for its appearance although from 1284 it contained a chapel. In that year the prior 

54
  Baker, History of Northamptonshire, I, 312-13. In 1254 the priory’s churches in Leicestershire were omitted.  

55
  Baker, History of Northamptonshire, I, 312. 

56
  Greenall, Daventry Past, 21. 

57
  J. Bridges, The History and Antiquities of Northamptonshire, I (Oxford, 1791), 46; Baker, History of Northamptonshire, I, 313. 

58
  Baker, History of Northamptonshire, I, 348. 

59
  Brown, Early Daventry, Figure 10 on p. 24. 
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had agreed that when the lord of Daventry and his wife were present ‘in the mansion house 
taken by the lord out of his park at Daventry, then they might have mass and all other 
religious offices celebrated in a chapel within the said mansion house’. The chapel was not to 
have a bell tower, and masses were not permitted on the major feasts nor on the dedication of 
the church of Daventry, unless the lord or his wife were compelled by illness to stay at home. 
They were to maintain the chaplain at their own expense.60 In 1571 the ‘Scite of the Over 
Mannor’ and the great close called Inlands with a parcel of meadow in the bottom occupied 
some 31 acres to the south of the town.61 An undated conveyance recorded the grant by 
Robert fitz Walter lord of Daventry to a man and wife of part of his capital messuage in 
Daventry, ‘in width from my garden towards the north 20 feet and in length from the 
churchyard towards the west 210 feet.’62 At the view of frankpledge held in October 1502 
three men, all described as servants, were presented for having broken the hedges of the 
king’s orchard.63

 
 

Nether Manor 
The manor house of the Nether Manor was sited on a close known as the Rumbellows, which 
lay between the roads to Ashby and Welton, in a part of Daventry known since at least the 
late 13th century as the Nether End. In 1571 the close called the Nether Manor with the 
Rumbellows covered 10 acres.64

 
  

3.1.2.2  Fishponds 
The Bekkelow Fishponds 
The fishponds of the lord of the Over Manor lay close to the South Brook, at the south-
eastern corner of the Inland, and the priory fishponds lay further along the brook, in their 
enclosure known as Bekkelow. To the south of the brook were the open fields, and the 
proximity of the holdings of local townsmen may have caused problems. Agreements of 13th-
century date recorded exchanges of land near the fishponds for land elsewhere, and 
renouncements of common rights in placeta enclosed by the monks between their two 
fishponds. At some date between 1231 and 1254 the prior granted to Walter fitz Simon and 
other parishioners a remission of hay tithes in return for permission to shut off the way 
between the two fishponds.65 In later years a wall divided the Inland from the monks’ land 
known as Bekkelow, crossing the South Brook just to the east of the lord’s fishponds and 
continuing northwards to the road to Northampton, enclosing the brook for the whole of its 
length.66

                                                   
60

  Franklin, Cartulary of Daventry, no. 32. According to Baker, the mansion house was taken by the lord ‘out of his park at Daventry’: 
History of Northamptonshire, I, 311.  

 It appears that the wall may have been built in about 1315. In that year Walter fitz 
Robert granted the monks land for building a wall from his fishpond to ‘Le Syhet’ between 
their respective fields and agreed that he and his heirs would not divert the stream running 
from ‘Suthbrok’ to their fishpond and cause the water to flow outside the monks’ walls. A 
further grant of a piece of land two foot in width allowed the monks to divert the water course 

61
  Brown, Early Daventry, Figure 8 on p. 21. 

62
  PRO, DL 42/9, fol. 7v. 

63
  PRO, DL 30/105/1500. 

64
  Brown, Early Daventry, Figure 8 on p. 21.  

65
  Franklin, Cartulary of Daventry, nos. 78, 93, 102, 107. 

66
  Brown, Early Daventry, Figure 10 on p. 24. 
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to prevent damage to the wall over time. In 1328 Robert fitz Walter quitclaimed to the prior 
the right to repair the wall between his Inland and the monks’ enclosure called Bekkelow, and 
to divert the stream running by his fishpond inside their wall, building if necessary a ditch 
eight feet wide. An amendment altered the width of the ditch to twelve feet.67

 
  

 
In c. 1290 John of Daventry relaxed his rights in a wall behind the fishpond running from the 
house held by Bertrann of the monks in the Nether End, and granted permission to shut off a 
path between the granges and the garden next to the hospitale. Several other agreements of 
the late 13th century saw various parishioners of Daventry renouncing their rights of common 
pasture connected with the wall behind the fishpond. There was mention too of the 
concession to block the path between the hospitale and the cemetery. In about 1300 Walter 
fitz Robert quitclaimed to the priory (inter alia) the right to water all sorts of animals in the 
priory fishpond at the Norton end of Daventry so that the monks could enclose the pond at 
their will without objection from him or his heirs. Some fifteen years later he quitclaimed to 
the priory all his rights in a wall behind the monks’ fishpond running from his field to 
Bertrann’s house held of the monks in the Nether End. He also granted permission to wall in 
a path in Daventry between their granges and their garden running from their hospitium to the 
cemetery.68

 
  

In spite of all the agreements, problems nevertheless arose. In 1377 the prior alleged that 
Thomas de Daventry had ‘turned’ the watercourse and arbitrators decreed that this was to be 
amended, ‘saving’ Thomas’s fishpond.69

 

 This dispute suggests that the lord of the Nether 
Manor may also have had a fishpond 

The survey of the former priory made in 1526 recorded a number of fishponds in the closes 
adjoining to the yard. In the close called the Bellow (presumably Bekkelow) was a motte 
called the round ab[     ] wherein lay ‘fyve small stewes for fysshe’. A ‘feyr fysshepole’ lay in 
the close called ‘the wey to the horse pole’ and there was another in the ‘dayhouse close’. All 
the pools were stored with fish.  
 
Other Fishponds 
A pool in a demesne close lying to the north of the road to Northampton was said to be 
‘dekaied’. This pool was not described as a fishpond.70

 
  

3.1.2.3 Watermills 
No mention was made of mills in the Domesday entry for Daventry. Among the grants to the 
priory made by Matilda de Senlis were three mills in Daventry, ‘so undisturbed and free, that 
none of her heirs and successors, nor any other person, should make a mill in Daventry or 
Drayton, except for the benefit of the monks’.71
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mill ‘Cutele’, which was described in the charter as their mill. In 1275 three pieces of land, 
one of them lying between the mill and the fields of William West and Richard ad Fontem, 
were exchanged for a plot behind the millpond of Cuttele in Tunslade. A grant of the late 12th 
century involved half an acre of meadow inter duo molendina et alia subter Cutele. The 
survey of the former priory made in 1526 recorded a meadow close called the ‘yng medowe’ 
which evidently lay north of the road from Daventry to Northampton abutting the king’s 
meadow on the east and part of the common field and part of the ‘miln close’ on the north. 
The survey next described the close called the ‘miln medow’ which contained two acres, 
adjoining which was the ‘miln holme’ of half an acre. They abutted the king’s meadow on the 
east and south, the Ing meadow on the west, and the mill dam on the north. In the ‘milne 
holme’ was a house then in decay but which ‘of late’ had been a water mill called Cuttell 
Miln.72 A field marked ‘Old Mill Piece’ on Brown’s reconstruction of Daventry in 1571 
suggests that the Cuttle Mill was formerly located to the Northeast of the confluence of the 
North and South Brooks. However, ‘Furlong butting east to the Mill Dam’ is shown much 
further to the north. This could relate to a second mill, mentioned in a 14th century document. 
In c.1300 Walter fitz Robert quitclaimed to the priory a field above ‘Borw’ (?) on the west 
side of the Dodford Road (the road to Northampton) as far as his field ‘Cowhus’, together 
with the watermill in the said field.73 Although the topographical references are confusing, 
this could be the mill shown to the west of the brook, close to the parish boundary, on 
Brown’s reconstruction of Daventry in 1571. At the views of frankpledge held in October 
1502 and in April 1503, by which time the Over Manor and Nether Manor had been united 
and were held by the king as part of the Duchy of Lancaster, Robert Skypton was named as 
holding the watermill in the meadow and amerced sixpence for taking excessive lucrum.74

 

 
Possibly the meadow was the one known as the king’s meadow in 1526. If so, then the king’s 
mill may not have been far distant from the prior’s Cuttle Mill.  

An undated charter recorded the grant by John Neel of an old mill (molendinum vet[er]um) in 
Daventry to lord Walter fitz Robert. Possibly this mill was connected with a tenement granted 
by a later John Neel to Robert of Daventry in April 1326, and which included fishponds, 
ponds, ditches, buildings and walls (vivariis, stagnis, fossatis, domibus, muris). John Neel 
had inherited the tenement from his father and it lay between the tenement of lord Robert and 
the highway leading to Welton, and extended from the highway sup’ tonhil.75. Townhill Piece 
is shown to the west of Welton Weye and the north of Rumbellow piece on Brown’s 
reconstruction of Daventry in 1571. A watermill in this general location would necessarily 
have had to stand adjacent to North Brook. In 1285 there had been a dispute between the 
prior and John Neel concerning a mill on the road to Welton.76 The detailed survey of 
Daventry made in 1571 recorded the Mill Close as lying on the north side of the street, 
evidently north of the ten cottages owned by Christ Church at the eastern end of the town.77
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close to Welton Road to the north of the town. The 1571 survey also records ‘pooles and 
milles’in Bekelloo Close, to the Southeast of the town.78

 
  

 

3.1.2.4 Malt mill 
In October 1328 Robert fitz Walter gave notification that since all those of his fee either ‘do 
suit or ought to do suit at the prior’s horse mill within the priory either to mill malt or to pay 
toll, they must not mill to the prejudice of the prior’s rights or the rights of his church’. An 
earlier charter, dating from the years between 1289 and 1326, recorded the quitclaim of John 
son of Roger Miller to the prior of all his rights in the monks’ mills, gin horses etc, with 
appurtenances. This suggests that the priory horse mill already existed at this date.79

 
    

Returning to the area to the north of the Priory known as Rumbellows, the enigmatic remains 
of a possible horse mill or small post mill were located within a ditched enclosure. The mill, 
if that is what it was, appears to have been short-lived. It was probably built some time after 
1225 and was demolished between 1250 and 1300. Documentary references to a horse mill 
‘in the Priory courtyard’ may or may not relate to this structure. It has been suggested that it 
is too far removed from the Priory precinct for the records to refer to this mill80. A mill may 
have been located on a tenement belonging to John Neel and situated close to the road to 
Welton. A dispute between Neel and the Prior, concerning a mill on the road to Welton was 
recorded in 128581, and charters dating to the late 13th and early 14th centuries forbidding 
milling at any place other than the Prior’s mill82

 

 may suggest that this short-lived mill was 
suppressed to maintain the milling rights of the Priory. 

At the views of frankpledge held in October 1502 and April 1503 Henry Blysse was named 
as tenant and occupier of the malt mill. He was named ahead of the tenant of the watermill 
and like him was amerced for taking excessive lucrum, six pence on the first occasion and 
eight pence on the second. He was also listed among the seven butchers. The survey of the 
former priory made in 1526 recorded a tenement described as next to the ‘p’ist chamber 
buttyng on the markytt west and agenst the malt mill [    ]’. The survey then described 
tenements on the north side of the Corn Market and near the Swine Market and Horse 
Market, and the malt mill may have been in this location. The tithe of the malt mill of 
Daventry was 6s 8d yearly, half the tithe of the king’s bakehouse.83 In 1571, however, the 
malt mill was said to lie next to the bakehouse on the south side of High Street, with a parcel 
of waste in front.84
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In 1786, after the manors of Daventry and Drayton were sold, Mr William Mumford 
purchased a messuage in High Street ‘with the ancient horse mill, malt mill, bakehouse and 
ovens’. At that date, the tenants of Daventry were still obliged to use them.85

 
  

3.1.2.5 Windmill 
A charter dating from the years between 1231 and 1254 recorded the agreement between 
William of Daventry and the prior over the tithes of his windmill situated in the fields of 
Daventry.86  Lands called Windmill Piece are shown to the Northeast of the town on Brown’s 
reconstruction of Daventry in 1571. A windmill is shown close to the location of the 
watermill, adjacent to the parish boundary. Windmill Inn was depicted on Bryant’s map of 
Northamptonshire surveyed in 1824-6. The inn lay a short distance to the north of Daventry, 
along the main road to Braunston.87

 
 

The accounts for the Over Manor in the years 1381-1384 recorded the following cash income 
from the farm of mills: £12  1s  0d (1381-2), £8  7s  0d (1382-3), and £13  4s  0d (1383-4). In 
all three years these amounts were among the largest received from any single category of 
income.88

 
 The mills included in the farm are unknown.  

3.1.2.6 Bakehouse 
A partly illegible indenture of 1239 recorded an agreement between Walter fitz Simon and 
the prior which may have allowed Walter to move an oven or bakehouse (furnum) located in 
the court of William de Baldock and to set it wherever he wished on his own land in 
Daventry. The tenants of the monastery were to bake at this oven or at another of Walter’s 
ovens.89 Suit of oven was an important manorial right and always strictly upheld. In the late 
12th and early 13th centuries Thomas de Pistrina and William de Pistrina were named as 
witnesses to property transactions and seem to have been influential townsmen. In the lay 
subsidy of 1301 the former paid 2s 11d in tax, one farthing less than Adam Molend’, and only 
the lords of the Over and Nether Manors and John Neel paid more, albeit by a considerable 
margin.90 John at ye bachous, John de Pistrina (perhaps the same man) and William Bachous 
witnessed conveyances in the first half of the 14th century.91  A list of the burgage tenants of 
the Over Manor drawn up in the late 14th century named Robert Weston as holding a burgage 
next to ‘le bachous’.92 In 1571 the bakehouse stood on the south side of High Street next to 
the malt mill, and was evidently still in the same position when it, together with the ancient 
horse mill, malt mill and ovens, were sold to Mr William Mumford in 1786.93
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At the view of frankpledge in October 1502 Thomas Wolfe held the common bakehouse and 
was amerced one shilling for taking excessive lucrum. He was also listed among the seven 
butchers and was the one man who sold fish. In April 1503 he was again named as selling 
meat and fish but the common bakehouse was now held by William ?Gonysford. At the 
October court three men were ordered to repair ‘le backehowse well’ by the feast of All 
Saints (1 November).94

 
  

3.1.2.7 Kilnhouse 
John Symmes Close with tenement, backside, kilnhouse and orchard is shown on the west 
side of Newland adjacent to Pickle Brook. 
 
 

3.1.2.8 Deer Park 
In 1271-2 Robert fitz Walter obtained a grant of free warren, essentially a grant allowing him 
to set up a deer park, in his demesne lands in Daventry and Drayton (and other places). This 
grant was confirmed in 1329, at the Quo Warranto inquiry into the claims of Robert fitz 
Walter, son and heir of Walter fitz Robert who had died the preceding year. The first 
reference to the deer park, which lay in the extreme south-east of the parish, adjoining the 
parish of Newnham, dates from 1284. Bridges stated that it was formerly enclosed by a stone 
wall, which had long since been demolished. The monks of Daventry priory may have hunted 
in the park. In July 1442 the bishop heard that all of them kept dogs and he ordered that 
henceforth none were to nourish hounds for hunting such as harriers or hounds that follow the 
scent.95 At some time in the later medieval period the park fell into disuse, and it was 
described as a coppice in the survey of 1571. The area was known as Daventry Wood or The 
Wood until 1816 when all the trees were removed.96

 
  

In 1335 Robert de Daventry, lord of the Nether Manor, was granted free warren in Daventry 
(and other places).97

 
 Does this mean there was another park? 

John O’Gaunt’s Castle  
A substantial building, with stone walls and a tower surrounded by a moat, known in later 
centuries as John o’ Gaunt’s Castle, formerly stood within the park, near its north side. An 
adjacent low mound may mark the site of an earlier building. It has been suggested that this 
may have been a medieval hunting lodge, although it is possible that the manor house was 
relocated to the park. In 1284 the prior had agreed that when the lord of Daventry and his 
wife were present ‘in the mansion house taken by the lord out of his park at Daventry, then 
they might have mass and all other religious offices celebrated in a chapel within the said 
mansion house’. This suggests that the manor house was relocated in the 13th century by one 
of the fitz Walters.  
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Burnt Walls  
The triangular earthwork known as Burnt Walls, on the opposite side of London Road from 
John O’Gaunts’s Castle is often thought to have been an earlier hunting lodge. Although it is 
clearly earlier, it was not built until some time after the early 11th century and was probably 
abandoned in the 12th century 98

 

, there is no evidence as to its function. Burnt Walls was 
defended on its western side by a bank and a ditch, and by the dammed water of a stream on 
the north and south..  

3.2 CHURCH 
 
3.2.1 Church of St Augustine 
In the pre-Conquest period Daventry undoubtedly lay within the parochia of the minster of 
Fawsley, but by the time of Domesday a smaller ecclesiastical unit of Daventry, Drayton and 
Welton had been formed out of the jurisdiction of Fawsley. A priest was recorded at 
Daventry in 1086. At an unknown date a secular minster was founded at Daventry, in the 
form of a college of four canons (see below). It was not until 1148-66 that the priory was 
granted all rights of the church by Matilda II de Senlis. Before this, the monks and the college 
‘existed uneasily side by side’. After the arrival of the monks, Offered the choice of 
becoming monks or retaining their prebends during their lifetime, two canons chose the 
former and two chose the latter. In about 1108 the church was shared by the parish and 
priory, with the parishioners using the large south aisle which was physically separate from 
the part of the church used by the monks.99

 
 

3.2.2 Church of Holy Cross 
The sharing of the parish church resulted in a change of name for the parochial portion at 
some time in the 13th century. References to that part of the church as the Holy Cross date 
from this period, a time which perhaps saw a wider compartment added to a narrow nave for 
parochial purposes. This development may have reflected a trend towards a more rigorous 
separation of monks and parishioners which was a feature of the period. Such a separation 
could well have resulted in the two churches having different dedications, with the cross 
becoming the focus of local piety. Arrangements for moving the parochial high altar, and 
with it (presumably) the cross or rood associated with it, were crucial to the re-ordering of the 
church which took place in the 14th century. Engravings and descriptions dating from the 18th 
century depicted the surviving priory building lying on the north side of the church, but a 
document of 1374 indicates that the cloister had at some time been on the south side of the 
church, in what was the conventional position. By 1374 the former north wall of the cloister 
had become the south wall of the south aisle, the parochial section of the church, and queries 
had arisen as to liability for its repair. The bishop ruled that the cost still pertained to the 
monks, and that they were also to pay for the eastward extension of the wall at a sufficient 
height to allow the high altar, formerly in the middle of the church, to be installed at the east 
end of the aisle. Monks and parishioners were to have common access, each having a key to 
the door which was to be a single door with good ironwork. The door in the porch at the west 
end of the nave in Tillemans’ engraving may have been this door.100
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the bishop learned that the parishioners were not using this door to enter the church but were 
instead gaining access through the great gates of the priory and through the cloister, by then 
on the north side of the church. He ordered that the great inner gates of the priory and the 
doors of the conventual church were to be kept shut ‘with such wariness and vigilance’ that 
no secular folk could have access through the cloister to the parish church.101

Bequests made by townspeople in the early 16th century provide some information about the 
internal arrangements of the church before the Reformation. Three testators asked to be 
buried within the church, one asking to be buried in the chapel of Holy Cross, one asking to 
be buried before the crucifix, and one asking to be buried in the ‘cross ile’ in front of the 
picture of our Blessed Lady. In 1513 one townswoman left 40 pence to Our Lady Chapel in 
the abbey. Other testators remembered Our Lady of Pity and Our Lady of Bethlehem over the 
vestry door. The church contained an image of St Augustine and an altar dedicated to St 
Nicholas. In 1527 one testator bequeathed 6s 8d for a banner of St George to be carried on 
‘cross days’.

 

102  Early grants in the priory chartulary were made ‘St Mary of La Charite and 
the monks of St Augustine’, attesting the links with the Cluniac house of La Charite sur 
Loire. The 1526 survey contained an entry for ‘the offeryng at the Image in the parish church 
called Mare a pyte’ but gave no amount.103

After the Dissolution the church was used exclusively by the parish once again. Bridges and 
his assistant visited it in about 1720, by which time the old chancel had evidently fallen into 
disuse, for part of the nave had been partitioned off with wainscot to make a chancel. The 
church consisted of a nave, north and south aisles all of them leaded. At the end of the north 
aisle was a west tower, with a steeple and pinnacles with weather cocks at each corner. This 
had presumably been rebuilt after the fire in 1682 which had destroyed the steeple, roof and 
windows. The church was 60’ 2” in length, 54’ 2” in breadth, the chancel measured 27’ 11” x 
23’, and the tower 14’ x 17’.

 

104

By 1752 the fabric of the church had deteriorated to such an extent that it was deemed unsafe 
for public worship and rebuilding was undertaken. The work took six years and cost £3,486, a 
sum raised without difficulty by local subscription. The new church was built in the classical 
manner, with its tower supposedly modelled on that of St-Giles-in-the-Fields in London, and 
with a simple interior. There are north, south and west galleries above north and south aisles, 
and a central aisle divided into north and south sides. A vestbule the width of the west end 
provides three entrances corresponding with the nave and aisles.

 

105

 
  

3.2.2 Chapel of St Mary 
In the medieval period the chapel of St Mary stood at the western end of High Street, on a site 
which had been carved out of a strip of land known as ‘Plumston’s acre’. By 1571 it had 
gone, and the site was recorded as the ‘plot where the chappell stode’. Agnes Schyrlocke in 
1521 left half a diaper cloth to Our Blessed Lady of Pity in the chapel of Daventry, and her 
best ‘keyrchewe’ to Our Lady of Pity in the parish church of Daventry.106
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3.2.3 Vicarage 
Until c.1108 the canons of the college had presumably performed the cure of souls, although 
the exact arrangements are not known. After the priory was established it appointed two 
chaplains, one for Daventry and one for Welton. The status of the priest at Daventry is 
unclear. Priory charters refer to him as chaplain and the registers of the Bishop of Lincoln 
sometimes refer to him as vicar. In fact, the priest of Daventry was neither rector nor vicar, 
and his status was not improved after 1435 when the monks began to appoint one of their 
number to minister to the parish. After the Dissolution Daventry’s minister was a perpetual 
curate, appointed by the person who farmed the Daventry estate of Christ Church in 
Oxford.107

According to Baker the church was early appropriated to the prior and convent, and the 
vicarage ordained in 1209-34, although a charter of c. 1165 referred to vicaria constructa 
edificata in nostro proprio solo de Beckelowe.

 

108

Until 1788 the curate had no house but in that year the dean and chapter assigned a cottage 
with a garden and close for his use. After enclosure the house was moved to the south side of 
the churchyard.

. There is reference to the vicar of Daventry 
in 1284 but the benefice was probably disappropriated when he died and converted again into 
a rectory, for no vicarage was recorded in the 1291 taxation of Pope Nicholas. The second 
vicarage was ordained in 1301, with the vicar provided with food in the priory and a house 
outside the priory gate. The bishops of Lincoln instituted to the vicarage clerks presented by 
the priory, but from 1432 the church was supplied by vicars from the convent without either 
institution or induction. In 1655 the parliamentary commissioners certified it to be a vicarage 
worth £40 a year in the patronage of the dean and chapter of Christ Church. In 1802 the dean 
and chapter were said to be seised of the rectory and vicarage impropriate of the parish.  

109

 
  

3.2.4 Rectory 
The taxations of 1254 and 1291 recorded Daventry as a rectory and valued it at 28 marks 
(£18 13 4) a year. At the ecclesiastical survey of 1535 the rectory and vicarage of Daventry, 
both of which were impropriate, belonged to St Frideswide’s College in Oxford and were let 
to farm at £40 a year. The impropriate rectory was included in the general estate allotted to 
the dean and chapter of Christ Church by the enclosure commissioners. Upwards of 100 acres 
were sold to the Grand Junction Canal Company.110 According to Franklin, Daventry was 
one of the priory’s most important appropriated rectories. Accounts of payments made by the 
parishioners to their rectors in the years 1438-91 reveal how important the connection was.111

 
 

3.2.5 Crosses 
Charters of the mid 13th century mention a cross standing in the road and near to the way 
leading towards Staverton. This would have been the cross known to have been at the 
junction at the western end of High Street. The clerk Richard de Boudon was granted a 
messuage in the vicinity and evidently gave his name to Boudon Lane, later called Taverne 
Lane.112
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town. It stood at the junction next to St Augustine’s well and close to the cottages owned by 
the priory on the corner of Nobold Lane (Lodge Road) which became the Welton Weye.113 A 
testator mentioned the cross in the market place in his will of 1498.114

 

 No reference has yet 
been found to a cross in the church yard. 

3.2.6 Nonconformist chapel  
Nonconformist meetings in Daventry are recorded as early as 1662, held in a house at 
Drayton which backed on to the fields and thus allowed a quick exit to avoid detection. After 
the Declaration of Indulgence in 1672 three houses were registered as meeting places, one of 
them owned by a former landlord of the Swan who converted the outbuildings in the close 
behind his High Street house (opposite the Inlands) into a meeting house. This served as the 
place of worship for the Daventry Dissenters until 1722, by which time it had become too 
small and a new one was erected in a yard off Sheaf Street. This chapel has been described as 
‘a preaching box, intimate and austere’.115

 

  There is no surviving evidence as to its former 
location. 

3.3 MONASTIC & OTHER ESTABLISHMENTS 
 
3.3.1 Secular College 
At an unknown date a secular minster was founded at Daventry, in the form of a college of 
four canons. It has been suggested that parts of a Saxon minster survived within the fabric of 
the medieval church in the early 18th century. The college could therefore have been one of 
the poorly documented colleges of secular priests which were quite common in late Anglo-
Saxon and early Anglo-Norman England, and Franklin suggests that it may have been 
founded before the Conquest. The endowment of the college had probably been quite 
considerable, consisting of the churches of Staverton and Braybrooke, lands in Welton and 
Thrupp, tithes in Elkington and, presumably, the church of St Augustine in Daventry itself.116

  
 

3.3.2 Daventry Priory 
Hugh of Leicester, steward of the Countess Matilda in Daventry, founded a small Cluniac 
priory for four monks beside his castle at Preston Capes in c.1090. The foundation proved 
unviable and he accordingly moved it to Daventry in about 1108, where it was combined with 
the college of secular canons. The college was under the aegis of the Senlis earls of 
Northampton and Simon de Senlis gave its endowments to the priory and allowed monastic 
buildings ‘in honour of St Augustine, apostle of the English’ to be erected next to the parish 
church. The earls were more committed to their own Cluniac house in Northampton, 
however, and Daventry priory received little financial support until the grant of the minster 
church of Fawsley by Henry II. More gifts of property and church livings came from the 
manorial lords and other wealthy people and the priory became a major property owner in 
Daventry and Drayton holding land in some 24 other places, mostly in Northamptonshire.117

It appears that Daventry dropped out of the Cluniac order in about 1231 and was treated as 
non-exempt by the bishops of Lincoln, but in 1298, 1390 and 1405, when there were 18 
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monks in the priory, it was reported to be a ‘cell directly subject to the priory of La 
Charite’.118 After the suppression of alien priories in England it became merged with the 
Benedictine order, like other Cluniac priories. At the bishop’s visitation in 1442 it was 
described as of the order of St Benet. There were 11 monks in the house at this date.119 It was 
suppressed in 1524 for Cardinal Wolsey’s college in Oxford. Its value at suppression was 
given as £237 7 6 by Bridges and £277 19 9 by Baker.120

The priory and church were sited in an oval enclosure which may have been the original 
manorial core of Daventry. In the medieval period they formed an ecclesiastical quarter on 
the eastern side of the market place.

 

121 The precinct was walled and a gatehouse gave access 
to a small outer court; inner gates gave access to the monastic buildings. The right to appoint 
a door-keeper to serve alongside the monk’s own officer was a prized perquisite of the lords 
of Daventry. Men who held custody of the main gate of the priory often had the surname 
‘Porter’.122 In 1526 the gatehouse to the inner court was said to measure 24 foot in length by 
18 foot in width and was then well covered with lead. The cloister was 84 yards ‘in compas’, 
52 yards of which were covered with lead and a chamber had been built over the remaining 
section. Much of the cloister was glazed and it contained a laver of lead 11 foot long. 
Adjoining the cloister was a house called the frater which was over 60 foot long and covered 
with lead. The dorter and other buildings abutting the cloister had much good timber and 
were also covered with lead.123

A number of these buildings were mentioned in the records of the visitation made in 1442. 
The bishop learned that secular folk had general access through the great gates of the priory 
and through the cloister into the parish church, especially on Sundays and feastdays. On these 
days men and women sat in the frater and infirmary eating and drinking. Women came every 
day in great numbers to the kitchen and to the washing places in the cloister, where they got 
up on the edge to fill their pots. The bishop ordered that all means of access for secular folk 
through the cloister were to be blocked up.

  

124

Until the later 14th century it appears that the cloister and monastic buildings may have been 
to the south of the church, but the precincts were then moved to the north side.

 

125 Bridges 
described the monastery as adjoining the west end of the church, and extending northwards 
from it. The part which was still standing in c. 1720 was said to have been the hall belonging 
to the convent.126
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 Tillemans’ drawing of  the priory remains shows the cloister on the north of 
the church and the west range of cloister buildings, on the first floor of which were the prior’s 
lodging and guest hall, entered by a stair set against the west wall of the range. An agreement 
made in 1420 for the lodging provided for a former prior appears to describe a chamber (or 
suite of chambers) in this range. The lodging was called the ‘Oryalle’ and it was stipulated 
that there was to be no entry or exit on its outer side, but only on the inner side towards the 
cloister. This implies that it was on the side of the cloister next to the outer court, i.e. it was 
an upper chamber in the west range, probably at the end nearest to the frater, above part of 
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the cellars.127 Tillemans’ drawing shows the ground floor apparently occupied by cellars, 
with a passage into the cloister near the middle of the range, south of the prior’s stairs. The 
church had a west doorway, covered by a porch, apparently of timber.128

To the south and east of the priory lay the great close known as the Bekkelow, covering some 
15 acres and surrounded by a stone wall. The South Brook and the monastic fishponds lay 
within the enclosure. In 1526 the Bekkelow contained many oaks, elms and groves of ash 
trees, as well as five small stews for fish. Nearby was an orchard called the Covent Garden in 
which grew fruit trees and 40 oaks and ash trees.

     

129

 
 

3.3.3 School 
At the visitation in 1442 it was claimed that the clerk was too busy with his studies to assist 
the monks in celebrating mass. It has been suggested that he was more likely to have been a 
student at a local grammar school than at university.130 No evidence for a grammar school at 
Daventry in the medieval period has yet been found. In 1576 the London woollen draper 
William Parker, who had been born in Daventry, founded a grammar school in his native 
town, settling £20 a year for ever upon a master to instruct 50 scholars in Latin free of charge. 
Money was raised in Daventry to build a schoolhouse, which was opened in 1600. The 
building survives, in New Street, and was restored in 1857.131

 
 

3.3.4  Guilds 
In 1383 John Cok and nine other townsmen, out of reverence to the Trinity and the Holy 
Cross, agreed to form a fraternity to provide a candle to burn before the altar of Holy Cross 
on festivals, and to find a chaplain to sing an early mass for labourers and travellers. When a 
brother died, then the brethren were to assemble and cause his body to be honourably buried, 
each of them making an offering at the mass on the day of his burial. In cases of need, then 
burial could be at the guild’s expense. If a guild member suffered loss as the result of fire, 
then help was to be provided. Thieves, adulterers, brawlers and other malefactors were 
ejected, and those who called a guildsman thief or ‘scurra’ were fined.132

Five of the seven testators from Daventry whose wills survive in the Early Will Register left 
bequests to the fraternity, as too did one man from Drayton. These wills date from the years 
1498-1507. Four men named the ‘Fraternity (or guild) of Holy Trinity in the parish church of 
Daventry’ but one man referred to the ‘fraternity of the town of Daventry’ and a widow left 
eight pence to the ‘guild in the chapel of Daventry’. Other testators left sums of money 
ranging from 20 pence to 6s 8d; one bequest consisted of two sheep.

  

133 In the first four 
decades of the 16th century the Trinity guild continued to be remembered by townsmen, who 
typically left 40 pence or 6s 8d. References to the ‘fraternity of Daventry’ or ‘guild of 
Daventry’ suggest that the guild may have offered an informal outlet for the exercise of social 
power and influence, as not uncommonly happened in towns without political autonomy.134
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The 1571 survey listed the (Trinity) Guild as holding several cottages with gardens or 
backsides in the town.135

 
 

 
3.4 TENEMENTS 
 
3.4.2 Population & Wealth 
In 1301 112 inhabitants of Daventry and Drayton contributed a total of £9 0s 9½d to the lay 
subsidy.136 The highest taxpayers were Walter fitz Robert, lord of the Over Manor (in excess 
of £1), John de Daventre, lord of the Nether Manor (just over 8s), and John Neel, whose 
family held much property in Daventry (5s 4d).137

In 1334 the subsidy assessment of Daventry was fixed at £6 13s 6¾d, the highest amount 
assigned within Fawsley Hundred, but less than the assessments of several other 
Northamptonshire towns, for example New Brackley (£11 0s 4d) and Towcester (£8).

 Next came 16 townsmen who paid 
between 2s 6d and 3s in tax, 22 who paid between 2s and 2s 5¾d, 22 who paid between 1s 
and 1s 11¾d, 18 who paid between 6d and 11¾d, and 31 who paid less than sixpence. It is 
not possible to determine how many taxpayers lived in Daventry as compared to Drayton. In 
comparison, in Towcester and its associated hamlets c. 111 people paid £11 7s 7½d; at 
Brackley 40 of the 141 taxpayers contributed more than 3s and only four people paid less 
than sixpence). 

138  The 
poll tax of 1377 was paid by 432 inhabitants of Daventry and Drayton, which indicates a 
population of c.850 but again it is impossible to know how many people lived in each 
place.139 A nominative list of Daventry’s taxpayers in 1379 contains c.267 names, of which 
some 17 are illegible. The total tax paid amounted to £7 5s 0d, one shilling more than in 
1377.140  Thomas fitz Walter paid 20 shillings, then came four men who paid 3s 4d, then 
three who paid 2 shillings, and 19 who paid one shilling. Fifty inhabitants paid sixpence in 
tax and 190 paid four pence. Among the four men who paid 3s 4d were Hugh Iremonger 
presumably related to Roger Iremonger who held half a burgage near the churchyard in the 
late 14th century; and John Wylyby, who held a burgage, and who may have been a relative of 
John Wylughby to whom the earl of Derby leased the manor in 1392.141

Daventry was not listed among the vills which were granted tax abatements in 1446 and it 
may therefore have been one of the few places in the county which was not granted a 
reduction. Alternatively, the record of its reduction may not have survived. The lay subsidy 
of January 1524 listed 53 taxpayers for Daventry who paid a total of £11 9s 2d in tax.

  John Cok, who was 
to play a leading role in founding the Trinity guild in 1383, paid one shilling. The majority of 
the taxpayers, however, were listed as labourers and servants; some forty of these taxpayers 
were women. 

142
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two highest taxpayers were assessed on goods valued at £40, and next came two men with 
goods valued at £20. They were followed by one man assessed on goods worth £13, two with 
goods worth £12, five with goods worth £8, four with goods worth £7, three with goods 
worth £6, three with goods worth £5, one with lands and six with goods valued at £4. Eight 
men were assessed at £3, one of them on lands, seven paid on goods valued at £2, and finally 
came the eight men assessed to pay on wages and one man on lands, all valued at £1. If a 
multiplier of 6.0 is used, as suggested by Alan Dyer, then the population of Daventry at this 
time was about 318.143

 
 

3.4.2 Borough/Burgage  
Daventry was not a borough in the medieval period in the sense that its inhabitants enjoyed 
powers of self-government. The lord of the Over Manor maintained a portmote court for his 
tenants and the priory had its own court for the priory tenants. Presumably the tenants of the 
Nether Manor owed suit of court to a separate manorial court although no evidence survives. 
Records of the 15th and 16th centuries indicate that the main manor was regulated by twice-
yearly views of frankpledge. The government of Daventry remained on a manorial basis 
throughout the middle ages, and manorial rights such as suit of common oven and 
punishment of misdemeanours were strictly upheld. The vill was always taxed at a fifteenth 
and not at a tenth as a borough.144

There is evidence, however, for tenements at Daventry held by burgage tenure from an early 
date. A charter of c. 1148-1166 recorded the grant to the priory by Matilda de Senlis of ‘2 
acres in burgage next to the house which was held by Ralph the Saracen’. She also confirmed 
the gift made by her ‘man’ Tebold of another acre in burgage along with the persons of Hugh 
Plumston and his sons. These and other charters imply the existence of burgage tenements in 
Daventry in the mid 12th century, and the reference to Plumston’s acre provides a valuable 
clue to their location. It lay at the western end of High Street and stretched back parallel with 
Brook End. The plot of ground on which St Mary’s chapel was later built was carved out of 
the High Street frontage. The charters appear to equate the term ‘acre’ with a burgage plot 
and Brown has suggested that this implied regularity may indicate standardised burgage 
frontages, a hypothesis which is supported by the preliminary computer analysis of frontages 
by Dr B. Roberts and which leads to the conclusion that there was a standard frontage of 60 
foot. If this figure is accepted and applied to the 1571 Survey, which contained a full list of 
all the tenements in existence in Daventry at that time, then it would seem that there were 
originally 28 plots on either side of High Street (setting aside the problem of the original 
length of High Street). Not all these plots were burgages.

 

145

An agreement of 1254 between Robert fitz Walter II and the prior allowed Robert to enclose 
land in the area between Badby Way and the South Brook and to erect burgages thereon. This 
agreement implies that Robert intended to expand the town southwards from what is now 
Oxford Street (the former Badby Way) along London Road. There is no evidence to show 
that these burgages were ever built.
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Drayton are recorded on later membranes. 

 At an uncertain date, but probably in the mid to late 
12th century, more burgages were created on the western side of Daventry, in the street 
known as Newlands from at least the early 14th century. The name suggests an area freshly 
built upon at some time and Brown believes that the interval between the sets of burgages in 
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High Street and in Newlands was not a long one. A quitclaim of 1359 which referred to 
Newlands separately from Daventry suggests that it was regarded as a distinctive area, again 
no doubt reflecting the commercial attraction of this important thoroughfare.  
An attempt to locate the burgages can be made by using the 1571 Survey and a cartulary of 
the Over Manor dating from the later 14th century (judging from the names). The cartulary 
listed the people who occupied whole burgages or fractions of burgages and who owed suit of 
court to the portmote court of the Over Manor. The list contains 37 names and they occupied 
a total just short of 24 burgages, a figure which agrees with the 24 messuages held in burgage 
listed in the IPM of William Staverton in 1493-4 and which evidently related to the lease of 
the Over Manor. There are few topographical references but it seems that a dozen or so 
burgages were in High Street, most of them on the north side, and that other burgage 
tenements lay in Newlands. Brown marks burgages held by five men as having infilled the 
original market place.147

 

 This subdivision of burgages implies that the granting of burgage 
rights was confined to the 12th century and that following the creation of Newlands there 
were no new burgsges. Thereafter, in common with other medieval towns like Oundle, the 
growth in the number of artisans was accommodated by the subdivision of existing burgages. 

Daventry’s earliest borough charter dates from 1576, although the language implies that the 
purpose was to restore and renew institutions which had fallen into decay. Moreover, the 
grant of a governing body of one bailiff, 14 burgesses and 20 men ‘of the commonalty’, with 
jurisdictional and regulatory powers within the borough, seems to bear some relation to the 
merchant guild and two bailiffs already in existence and whose accounts survive from 1574. 
The preamble to the Account Book indicates that the 1574 arrangements were of recent origin 
and did not go back to the medieval period. There was no mention of burgesses or members 
of the commonalty in the two pre-charter years, although the town’s craftsmen were already 
organised into companies, doubtless in accordance with the recent Statutes of Apprentices 
and Artificers. R. Greenall has suggested that the formation of the craft companies argues for 
the imminence of borough status, because only boroughs had the powers to regulate guilds. 
The charter of 1576 was confirmed in 1606-7 and 1674-5, and the system of government 
introduced in 1576 lasted for upwards of 250 years.148

 
   

3.4.3 Virgate 
In 1086 there were 20 villeins who, with the priest and 10 bordars, had seven ploughs.149
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  Brown, Early Daventry, 19-20, figure 10 on p. 24. 

 
Brown has suggested that these early villein tenements lay to the north and south of the road 
from Staverton (High Street) to the west of the oval manorial enclosure with the manor house 
and church, and that they may already have been set out at the rate of one 60 foot frontage to 
the virgate. A deliberate act of planning and re-organisation, possibly linked with the 
establishment of the priory, saw the conversion of some former peasant tenements into 
burgages, with others remaining agricultural holdings. The burgage list of the late 14th 
century accounted for a maximum of 12 plots out of the original 28 plots in High Street and 
left free a dozen or so plots along the south side. Brown has concluded that these plots were 
agricultural tenements held at the rate of one plot to a virgate. They would have been 
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occupied by the men who worked the estate, and who needed access to a back lane for their 
carts and agricultural equipment.150

Brown suggests that a confirmation charter of Walter fitzRobert which made over seven 
villein families to the priory relates to families who were presumably displaced when their 
tenements were converted into burgages by Matilda de Senlis

 

151

 

.   However, it is worth 
noting that elsewhere in the county, in particular at Kettering, Oundle and Higham, that it was 
the cottage tenements that were elevated to burgage tenure. The existence of cottage 
tenements in significant numbers was, therefore, the first phase of urbanisation and the 
granting of burgage tenure was simply a process of confirmation and further promotion of 
urban status.  

 
3.4.4 Cottages 
In 1086 there were 10 bordars in Daventry and Drayton.152  Charters in the priory cartulary 
usually refer to ‘messuages’ and there are few references to cottages. Those references relate 
to cottages in Newland and in the Nether End. 153  Other sources provide scant evidence and 
are not helpful. For example, there was mention in 1365 of a cottage in Daventry held by 
Thomas de Thurmaston which had been in the king’s hand for a year and a day.154

The survey of the former priory property made in 1526 recorded 15 cottages. Nine of these 
were set together in a row in the ‘priory end’ of the town, with the end cottage lying next to 
the cross in the street and St Augustine’s well. Each cottage had a garden place and all but 
one were rented at five shillings a year. An annual rent of ten shillings was received for the 
middle cottage, which was described as ‘substantially buylded and covered with tyle’. Most 
of the other cottages needed thatching, tiling and other repairs and were said to be ruinous. 
Two cottages stood next to London Way and another lay next to the Swine Market. There 
were three other cottages which had been built on backsides, two in the priory end and one 
next to London Way.

 It would 
therefore appear impossible to calculate the number of cottages in medieval Daventry.   

155  The detailed survey of all the tenements in Daventry in 1571 listed a 
total of some 116 cottages, most of them with a yard, backside or garden. They were located 
throughout the town, some of them occupying plots which had been subdivided since the 
medieval period, some of them built on the backsides of properties which fronted the street. 
Christ Church held a total of 22 cottages (a tenth cottage had been added to the row of nine 
recorded in 1526), John Symmes held 20 cottages, the guild held 12 cottages, and Richard 
Knightley held five cottages.156 Surveys of 1591 and 1617-18 referred to many newly erected 
houses and cottages, presumably reflecting the growth in population.157

The fact that cottages were concentrated in specific areas of the town, rather than being 
interspersed with virgates in the more normal pattern of a village, suggests that the burgages 
created along the High Street in the 12th century were converted from cottages. Cottages 
created after the 12th century appear to be laid out in blocks, possibly to be occupied by 
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artisans if no new burgages were laid out after the creation of Newlands, or for agricultural 
labourers or even for both. The new cottages recorded in 1571, 1591 and 1617-18 would have 
been occupied by artisans. There is no evidence that any burgages were converted back to 
cottages during the recession of the later 14th and 15th centuries, as happened in Oundle.  
 
3.4.5 Free Tenants 
The only evidence yet found for free tenants is in the 1526 survey of the priory lands. This 
recorded 12 people who freely held tenements in various parts of Daventry, including the 
eastern end of the town abutting the Rumbellows, both sides of High Street, one north of the 
market place and one next to London Way. A second cottage with an adjoining croft on the 
west side of London Way had been freely held by the ancestors of Thomas Newnham but as 
no rent had been received for a long time it had been seized for the lord’s use. There were 21 
tenants at will.158

 
  

3.4.6 Decline and Recovery 
If the population figures can be believed, then Daventry suffered a considerable population 
loss over the later medieval period. It may be possible to see signs of this decline in other 
sources. The medieval documents indicate that in the 13th and 14th centuries the built-up area 
of Daventry was larger than at the time of enclosure in the early 19th century, and that 
throughout most of the period houses stretched in unbroken sequence from the east end of 
Daventry to the west end of Drayton.159 The surveys of the priory lands made in 1526 and in 
1530-2, however, recorded many vacant plots and poorly maintained buildings in both 
Daventry and Drayton. In the 13th century tenements owned by the priory lined the east side 
of the road to Welton and the north side of the road to Norton. In 1526 just nine cottages 
remained, set closely together at the corner of Welsh Road. Most of them were described as 
ruinous for lack of ‘thackyng, tylyng and other repairs’. Houses on the south side of High 
Street were in decay for lack of great timber and stonework. Cottages which had once 
occupied back plots had gone.160

The population of England increased during the 16th century and there is some evidence 
which suggests that the number of inhabitants of Daventry also grew. Surveys dating from 
1591 and 1617-18 refer to many newly erected houses and cottages. A list drawn up in 1604 
recorded over 60 houses without rights in the common fields. All of these would have been 
new dwellings. Analysis of the differences between baptisms and burials recorded in the 
parish registers in the period 1590-1675 indicates, however, that the population was growing 
very slowly. Over these 86 years the excess of baptisms over burials was only 430. The 
periods of greatest growth were the years between 1600-1619 and 1630-1639. In the 1620s 
and 1640s burials exceeded baptisms, and the years 1597, 1604, 1625, 1642, and 1661-5 
witnessed particularly heavy mortality, resulting from the plague and other contagions.

 It has been suggested that further indication of a declining 
population may be seen in changes to the field system. There is evidence to suggest that in 
the late 14th peripheral areas which had been converted to arable two centuries earlier were 
put down to grass. By the late 16th century these areas had been taken into arable cultivation 
once again. 
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The Hearth Tax of 1674 was paid by 151 townspeople and by 18 men and women who lived 
in Drayton. The total number of hearths in Daventry was 480, of which four were forges. Tax 
was paid on 48 hearths in Drayton. Those people recorded as ‘certified’ totalled 127 people, 
of whom 31 were listed under the heading ‘Daventry’ and 96 under the heading ‘Drayton’. It 
is believed that each list contained residents of both places.162 Mr Valentine Sugborough of 
Daventry paid tax on 17 hearths, and next came three people who paid on 16, 12 and 10 
hearths. Tax on nine hearths was paid by two individuals, and then came two residents who 
paid for 8, five who paid for 7, 10 who paid for 6, seven who paid for 5, 21 who paid for 4, 
23 who paid for 3, 27 who paid for 2; the remaining 48 paid for one hearth. (Two entries 
were illegible). The highest number of hearths in any one household at Drayton was six. The 
probate records have yet to be checked but there are indications that the number of hearths 
was linked with wealth and status. For instance, the gentleman Henry Berkeley paid for 7 
hearths, the apothecary Moses Sheppard paid for 4, the joiner William Kimbell paid for 2, 
and the blacksmith Thomas Darnell paid for one hearth and one forge.163 These findings 
coincide with the rankings suggested for England as a whole: over 7 hearths usually indicated 
gentry and above; between 4 and 7 hearths, wealthy craftsmen and tradesmen, merchants and 
yeomen. Between 2 and 3 hearths suggests craftsmen, tradesmen and yeomen; the labouring 
poor, husbandmen and poor craftsmen usually had only one hearth. Only people whose house 
was worth more than 20 shillings a year, and who were local ratepayers of church and poor 
rates, were required to pay the hearth tax. Thus large numbers of people were exempt, as 
were paupers.164 It has been calculated that in 1674 no less than 45 per cent of the houses in 
Daventry were excused payment.165

The Compton Census of 1676 recorded 1,450 conformists in Daventry and 8 
nonconformists.

 

166 In that year the number of freemen totalled about 100, and there were  12 
burgesses, all styled ‘gentleman’ in the Borough Assembly Book.167 The Militia Lists of 
1777 recorded 408 men aged between 18 and 45 at Daventry, which thus lay between 
Wellingborough (456) and Kettering (387).168 By 1801 the population had increased to 2,582, 
but a study of the relationship between burials and baptisms reveals that the growth was not 
steady. Decades in which baptisms exceeded burials in the period 1660-1709 were followed 
by fifty years when the position was reversed, mainly because of outbreaks of smallpox. 
From 1760 to the end of the 1790s baptisms again exceeded burials.169

Bridges wrote that there were 292 houses in Daventry in his day, and that the town was so 
‘well peopled’ that some of them were inhabited by two or three families. Drayton was then a 
village of 29 houses.  
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3.5 COMMERCE 
 
Writing in the reign of Elizabeth the surveyor of the Duchy of Lancaster described Daventry 
as ‘a markett towne and a thorough ffaire most usuall from London to north partes.’170  In 
1655 the parliamentary commissioners recommended that the minister there be granted an 
increased stipend, since he served ‘a great market town’.171  Some years later, in 1673, 
Blome noted that the Wednesday market was ‘well served with horses, cattle, sheep, corn 
and provisions’; in the 1690s Celia Fiennes wrote of ‘a pretty large market town and good 
houses all of stone’. According to John Morton, writing in about 1712, Daventry had a 
‘flourishing trade’ and was ‘reckoned a town of very good business’. Shortly afterwards, 
Daniel Defoe found it to be ‘a considerable market town which subsists chiefly by the great 
concourse of travellers on the old Watling Street way’.172

 

 These descriptions are consistent in 
the emphasis placed on the significance of commerce to the town’s prosperity. 

3.5.1 Market 
It was claimed in 1329 that a market and fair at Daventry had been authorised by a charter of 
John (1199-1216); this claim was upheld. The earliest reference to a market at Daventry dates 
from an entry in the Assize Rolls for 1203, which recorded that ‘Emma Brunfustian who 
comes daily to the market of Daventry and Northampton is of the worst repute so that she has 
killed men and leads robbers to houses’. The market at Daventry was one of seven to which 
the burgesses of Northampton objected in 1275, when they claimed that no other markets 
should be held within ten leagues of their town.173  The burgesses did not name the markets at 
Fawsley and at Catesby, places which were close to Daventry and which might have posed a 
commercial threat. Fawsley was a royal and hundredal manor but the earliest reference to a 
market there dates from 1214 when Hugh Russell paid 40 shillings at an enquiry concerning 
his market there. Ten years later he was allowed to change the day from Sunday to Thursday, 
but the grant was for his lifetime only. The Monday market granted to the priory of Catesby 
in 1246 was effectively a successor to this market.174 As neither Fawsley nor Catesby were 
mentioned by Northampton’s burgesses in 1275, it is possible that both had already failed, 
although they may have been too insignificant or too far away. Flore, with a Monday market 
granted in 1333, and Long Buckby, with a Thursday market granted in 1280, were the nearest 
rivals to Daventry in the medieval period. Neither clashed with the town’s Wednesday 
market, specified as the market day in a Quo Warranto enquiry of 1330.175

The records of the Clerk of the Market allow tentative comparisons to be made between 
Northamptonshire’s market towns and villages. In 1327-8 Daventry was amerced to pay 40 
shillings, as were Peterborough, Kettering and Higham Ferrers. Only Northampton, with an 
amercement of 100 shillings, paid more. The records of 1329 named only seven places in the 
county. Brackley headed the list, paying 20 shillings; next came Daventry and Towcester, 
each paying 13s 4d. The amercement of Long Buckby was 10 shillings and West Haddon, 
with a Thursday market granted to Daventry Priory, paid 6s 8d. In 1331-2 Daventry paid 13s 
4d, far less than Northampton (£4), and behind Rothwell (26s 8d), Brackley (20 shillings) and 
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Kettering (16 shillings). The amercement of Bulwick was 10 shillings, and Towcester, 
Brixworth and King’s Cliff each paid 8 shillings.176

Revenues from Daventry’s market and fair are known for three years in the early 1380s. In 
1381-2 they amounted to £7 6s 8d, in 1382-3 to £10 3s 10d, and in 1383-4 to £16 4s 5½d. 
The cash income from the Over Manor in these years included the following rents: 

 

 1381-2 1382-3 1383-4 
Butchers’ 
rents 

1 11  2 1 3  10 1 16 10 

Drapers’ 
rents 

3   2  8  2  7  6 2  12  4 

Mercers’ 
rents 

    8 11    6 4½ 
 

      9  3 

Ironmongers’ 
rents 

    5   4      4  4       6  0 

Other trading 
income 

    1   0          9        1  0 

 
The figures indicate that the trading rents and the proceeds of the market and fair in those 
years amounted to 17.3%, 24% and 23.6% of the total income of the manor, a significant 
proportion.177

Some evidence for the goods available in Daventry in the first half of the 15th century 
survives in the account rolls of Catesby Priory, which lay some four miles to the south west 
of the town. Among the regular purchases made by the convent were meat (beef, veal and 
mutton), fresh and salted fish, honey, mustard, spices, figs, wax and wick for candles. Malt, 
cheese and bread were bought on occasion. Only in the case of a cow and calf bought in 1448 
did the accounts specify that the purchase had been made in Daventry’s market. The priory 
appears to have used a number of Daventry traders on a very regular basis. The ironmonger 
William Russell, for instance, supplied large quantities of nails of all types and sizes, along 
with ironwork for agricultural implements and locks for the doors, plus a variety of other 
items including pack thread, sack cloth, pitch and cart saddletrees. Hoops for the mashing vat 
were bought from John Couper; Robert Roper supplied the ropes for the carts and the horses; 
Thomas Bayly provided cartsaddles, dishes, earthenware bowls, milking pails and cheese 
vats.  

 

It should be noted, however, that many of these items were also purchased in other places, 
possibly because the quality was better, or the price more favourable, or the goods available 
in larger quantities. In November 1453, for example, wax for the feast of St Edmund in 
winter cost sixpence a pound in Daventry, while the following February wax for the 
Purification bought in Northampton cost seven pence a pound. When a new hall was built at 
the priory in 1453-4, William Russell of Daventry supplied all the stone nails and lath nails 
needed for the doors and windows, but the Warwick carpenter overseeing the project 
provided iron hinges and handles produced in his home town. Stores for Lent were 
commonly purchased at Banbury. Certain commodities may not have been available at 
Daventry. Paper, brass for the mill spindle, and a fine quality saddle and bridle were 
purchased in Northampton, and although Welsh blanket cloth for horse collars was bought in 
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Daventry russet cloth came from Coventry.178  Daventry traders had contacts with merchants 
operating in the large market centres at the top of the urban hierarchy. In 1491 a Northampton 
draper left several silver items and a quantity of fine linen to William Russell and his family. 
The Northampton man also traded in ironware and it is likely that Russell was related to the 
William Russell named so often in the Catesby accounts. Evidently the Daventry 
ironmongers obtained at least some of their supplies from the county town.179

A little evidence for the goods sold in Daventry in the early 16th century can be found in the 
records of two views of frankpledge. In October 1502 the inspectors of hides presented five 
men who had sold badly tanned hides in the town. One was a local man, and the others came 
from Northampton, Coventry and Weedon. The men from Weedon and Coventry were named 
again in April 1503. Among the seven butchers accused at that session of overcharging were 
two from Buckby. The 12 fishsellers included three men from Northampton, and men from 
Coventry, Wellingborough, Weedon, Haddon and Hilmorton in Warwickshire.

  

180

Daventry was one of eight market towns in Northamptonshire depicted on Saxton’s map of 
1576, and it was also marked on John Speed’s map published with the 1627 Theatre of the 
Empire of Great Britaine.

 

181 The market flourished in the 17th century and became known as 
a specialist one for sheep and horses. In 1673 Blome noted that the Wednesday market was 
‘well served with horses, cattle, sheep, corn and provisions’. The measures used at the market 
and fairs in 1717 included a one yard and a one ell measure, a pewter quart, two brass pints, a 
wooden gallon, half gallon and quarter gallon, and a brass strike for the measurement of 
grain.182

3.5.1.1 Market Place 
  

Daventry’s market place was located at the eastern end of High Street and was bounded on its 
eastern side by the priory and the parish church. It would seem that it was originally much 
larger than at present and more or less square in plan. A.E. Brown considers that it was an 
addition to the early medieval landscape and suggests that it may have been created when the 
town was replanned and burgages laid out along the north side of High Street on former 
villein holdings. This re-organisation may have taken place when the priory was established 
or in the immediately following decades, and had certainly occurred by the mid 12th century. 
Brown’s map of medieval Daventry shows the greater part of the original market place 
occupied by five men holding three burgages. It is not clear when this infilling occurred.183

 
  

3.5.1.2 Shops & stalls  
In 1365 the lord of the Over Manor leased to Hugh Ironmonger a shop in Daventry next to 
the flesh shambles.184
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  This lease suggests that the market place already contained at least 
some of the specialised marketing precincts attested in the early 1380s, when there was 
mention of the Butchery with 17 butchers’ stalls and two shops at the end, and the Drapery 
with a gate on its western side, and which contained 12 drapers’ stalls, 5 mercers’ shops and 
3 shops belonging to ironmongers. By this period it seems that a hall with two little shops 
blocked off the western entrance to the market. This hall was known as the Mothall and was 
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presumably the place where sessions of the portmote court were held.185  Other documents 
mention the Hogges Markett (1398-9), presumably the same as ‘le Swynechepyng’ (1418), 
and the ‘Cornhulle’ (1418).186  The 1526 survey of priory lands described a tenement which 
stood on the south side of High Street at a place there called the Womans Market. The 
tenement appears to have been the third tenement to the west of the malt mill, and the 
Womans market was perhaps the place where dairy produce was sold.187

Many of these specialised commercial precincts were named again in the 1571 survey. This 
listed the ‘Mote Hall in the market place’ with a cottage below; the stalls there for drapers 
and butchers, and the stalls in the street for ‘wgytconers, tanners, shoemakers and others, ….. 
the shambles with shops apurtaining to the beast market, the sheep market and the hogg 
market called the Pety Cury’. The survey indicated that the Pety Cury was a small open area 
off the north side of the market place and was presumably the Hog Market of the medieval 
period. A survey made in the early 16th century implied that its eastern side was devoted to 
horses. Later documents suggest that the sheep market was in High Street. The Corn Market 
was evidently held in the street leading eastwards out of the market place.

 

188

By the late 18th century the growing popularity of the market and fairs necessitated 
improvements. A plan for paving the High Street in 1788 provided for the pebbling of the 
Hog Market and indicated the need to replace the old Moot Hall which had fallen into 
disrepair and which, according to Baker, ‘admitted only a narrow and inconvenient entrance’ 
to the market place.

 

189

In 1806 the different market precincts were relocated. From then on butchers’ meat was to be 
sold only on the site of the old butchers’ Shambles and Moot Hall. Cheese could be sold only 
on the market hill (market place) and the site of the Moot Hall. Sheep and lambs were to be 
sold only in High Street, and rams and tups on the south side of the market hill. Oxen, cows 
and neat cattle were to be sold only in Cow Lane, Badby Road, the west end of Tavern Lane 
and Staverton Road, all well away from the market place and High Street. Precise areas of the 
pavement in High Street were allocated for sales of butter, eggs, poultry, fruit and vegetables. 
In the 1990s the market was moved from the market hill to High Street.

   

190

 
  

3.5.1.3 Market Cross 
In February 1498 Richard Yonge left to his daughter Elizabeth his tenement ‘towards the 
cross in the market place’ (versus crucem in foro).191

 
 

3.5.1.4 Moot Hall 
The portmote court maintained by the lord of the Over Manor for the tenants of his burgage 
properties was presumably held in the Mothall. This building stood in the road at the western 
side of the market place. In the early 1380s it contained two shops, and in 1571 there was a 
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cottage below.192  In later centuries it housed the Butchers’ Shambles and the toll house. By 
1788 it had become dilapidated and, as it blocked the approach to the market hill, the decision 
was taken to purchase it and to raise money to build or purchase a new one. In 1806 the 
corporation and the lord of the manor agreed a price for the building, its site and the market 
tolls, and the old Moot Hall was demolished. A ‘respectable house’ was purchased on the 
north side of the market hill and ‘neatly fitted up’ for holding borough sessions and other 
corporate meetings. The cost of the transactions, together with the Act of Parliament which 
sanctioned them, was over £2,000.193

 
  

3.5.2 Fair 
The first reference to a fair at Daventry, held on the vigil and feast of St Augustine (26 May), 
dates from 1330, although it was claimed that the first grant of a fair and market was made in 
the reign of John (1199-1216).194  The date was presumably chosen because the priory church 
was dedicated to St Augustine. The proceeds of the market and fair amounted to £7 6s 8d in 
1381-2, to £10 3s 10d in 1382-3, and to £16 4s 5½d in 1383-4.195 In 1576 two new three-day 
fairs were granted, one beginning on Easter Tuesday and one beginning on St Matthew’s day 
(21 September). These new fairs belonged to the corporation and not to the lord of the manor, 
and they had to pay 6s 8d each year to the Crown for the right to hold them. According to 
Greenall, the right to hold a fourth fair was purchased in 1656; Goodfellow states that fairs on 
23 July and 16 October were granted to Lord Finch in 1678.196

By 1752 there were five annual fairs: Easter Tuesday and the following two days, St 
Augustine’s day cattle fair (26 May), Beast Fair two days before St James (23 July), 
Michaelmas fair for cheese, hops, etc. (21-3 September), ‘Ram Fair’ (16 October). The dates 
were altered in 1752 with the introduction of the new calendar to Easter Tuesday, 6 June, 3 
August, 2 and 17 October. From about 1720 there was a greater emphasis on sheep and stock 
farming in the area, and this resulted in increasing numbers of horses, cows and sheep being 
sold at the Beast Fair in August. The growth of business led to the addition of three new 
cattle fairs in 1806, and another one in 1825. An amended list of fairs published in 1835 
recorded 12 fairs; by 1856 there were fourteen.

  

197 From 1809, in order to prevent the streets 
from becoming overcrowded, the first day of the Michaelmas fair was reserved for the sale of 
cheese, onions and other wares, with livestock sales prohibited until the second day.198

Daventry’s market and fairs were harmed but not ruined by the coming of the railway. From 
the 1840s, as Rugby developed as a railway centre, its corn and cheese markets came into 
competition with those at Daventry, which responded by adding attractions such as ox-roasts 
and sporting events. Ten of its 14 fairs listed in 1856 were toll free. In 1868, as a result of a 
petition from farmers and graziers urging a uniform day for the holding of fairs, those at 
Daventry were fixed for the second Tuesday in the month. The town built neither a market 
house nor a corn exchange, however, whereas most other market towns did provide such 
facilities.
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3.5.3 Inns & Alehouses 
Daventry’s position on the road system allowed the townspeople to cater for travellers. This 
thoroughfare role helped the town to prosper. In the autumn of 1330 the bursar of Merton 
College, Oxford, en route for Northumberland, stopped overnight in Daventry, where he 
bought bread, meat, ale, cheese and candles and paid one penny for his bed. Fodder and hay 
for the horses cost almost sixpence. On his return journey the horses needed shoeing; this cost 
twopence.200  Among the many instances of kings stopping at Daventry in the 13th and 14th 
centuries was the visit of Richard II in 1383, who heard of the truce with the French while at 
supper and immediately left for London.201  One of the duties of the chaplain of the town’s 
Trinity guild was to sing an early mass for labourers and travellers.202  In 1442 the monks of 
the priory were said to haunt the public wine and beer taverns in the town (tabernas publicas 
vini et cervisie), to the scandal and impoverishment of the house. Visits to the town to eat and 
drink were henceforth prohibited.203

There is a little evidence which hints at the number of inns and alehouses in the medieval 
period. In 1417 three townsmen were accused of having false measures called ‘potelers’ and 
were ordered to destroy them. At the view of frankpledge held in October 1502 three men 
who held inns (hospitia) were amerced for overcharging. Four others were said to keep 
hospitia p’nubativa and to entertain men and women of ill repute (suspectos et male 
gub’nationes). Thomas Hall was ordered to pay 40 pence for failing to clean the area in front 
of the sign of the Crown, as ordered at the last court. He evidently ignored the order and was 
amerced again in April 1503.

    

204

By 1526 the lane formerly known as Boudon Lane had become Taverne Lane and tenements 
called the sign of the Lyon and the sign of the Wheat Sheaf were to be found in London 
Way.

 

205  In 1571 there were four named inns in Newland: the Bell, the Crown, the Hart and 
the Wheatsheaf. No named inns were located elsewhere, an indication perhaps of the 
importance of the north-south route through the town.206 Daventry had evidently become 
known for its inns and alehouses by the time of Shakespeare, who mentioned a local ‘red-
nosed innkeeper’.reference An alehouse called the King’s Arms was recorded in a will of 
1618. In 1622 a messuage formerly called the Keye but then known as the Saracen’s Head 
was sold to an innkeeper for £167. Fifty years later the Swan stood near the church. Bridges 
noted that the former hall of the priory was let to the landlord of the Swan who had turned it 
into a wood house. In about 1712 John Morton wrote that Daventry was on the same road as 
Towcester and was noted for its good inns. Daniel Defoe thought it a ‘considerable market 
town which subsists chiefly by the great concourse of travellers on the old Watling Street 
way’.207

In 1754 the ‘great increase of Publick houses within the borough’ was noted in the Borough 
Assembly Book. The Militia List of 1777 clearly indicates Daventry’s role as a thoroughfare 
town, naming 13 victuallers, 7 post chaise drivers, 6 horse keepers, 2 ostlers, a groom, a 

 More data required. 
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groom’s man, a carrier and an innholder.208  Of the 27 licensed houses recorded in the early 
19th century a number were certainly inns, including the Wheat Sheaf, the Saracen’s Head, 
the Plough and Bell, and the Brown Bear, from which coaches left the town. In the mid 18th 
century the Saracen’s Head  offered stabling for 50 horses. In 1781 the new tenant of the 
Wheat Sheaf improved the lodging rooms by enclosing the gallery round the courtyard. This 
decade saw the introduction of mail coaches and the fifty years from 1790-1840 represented 
Daventry’s ‘zenith’ as a road town. The mail coaches from London to Liverpool and 
Holyhead passed through the town, stopping at the Wheat Sheaf and the Plough and Bell. The 
growth of industry in Lancashire and the West Midlands increased the traffic between 
Birmingham, Liverpool and the capital. In 1830 some 252 coaches passed through Daventry 
each week, bringing business not only to local innkeepers and publicans, but also to 
horsedealers, smiths, saddlers, harness and whip makers, coach proprietors and fodder 
suppliers. In 1838, however, the London and Birmingham Railway was opened and the 
consequences were instantly felt. By the first week of October the number of daily coaches 
from London to Birmingham had fallen from 20 to five. In 1847 the landlord of the Wheat 
Sheaf was bankrupt and the contents of the house were sold by auction. These included the 
post-horses, gigs, flys, phaeton, stock-in-trade and wines; the furniture of the drawing room, 
six sitting rooms and 14 bedrooms; and the cut glass, dinner services and the contents of the 
kitchen. Daventry’s principal inn, for many years one of the premier houses between London 
and Liverpool, was closed for want of a tenant. The town entered a period of decline which 
lasted for over a century.209

 
  

3.5.4 Hinterland 
The definition of hinterlands for this study has necessarily been conducted in a relatively 
simplistic fashion. Firstly using Bracton’s theoretical measurement of 62/3 miles as the 
distance within which a new market could be considered to provide direct competition to an 
existing market.210

In the medieval period the closest markets to Daventry were the Monday market at Flore, 
granted to William Trussell in 1333, and the market at Long Buckby granted to the earl of 
Lincoln in 1280, initially on a Thursday but changed to a Tuesday in 1281.

 An alternative has been calculated using Thiessen polygons. The latter 
have just taken into account the markets towns which were clearly successful and which 
survived into the post medieval period. The Thiessen polygons are likely to give a closer 
definition of the area in which the town had the dominant impact but the former should 
provide a guide as to the widest hinterland from which the town will have derived the most of 
its trade. These theoretical constructs will of course have been substantially influenced by the 
road pattern. They will also have been affected by physical topography and land use, though 
in Northamptonshire, unlike upland counties, these are likely to have been relatively limited 
in their impact. 
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seems likely that it had ceased to function by the early 14th century.212 The market at Long 
Buckby evidently flourished for a time because a market place was incorporated into the 
village plan. The place was listed in the accounts of the Clerk of the Market in 1327-8, when 
its amercement of 20 shillings equalled those of Rothwell and Towcester but was half that of 
Daventry, and again in 1329, when it was fined 10 shillings, compared to the 13s 4d paid by 
Daventry and Towcester.213

Daventry was thus well placed to serve as the marketing centre for villages which lay within 
a six or seven mile radius of the town, although settlements on the eastern edge of the 
hinterland could travel to Northampton and those lying to the west could use the Monday 
market at Southam in Warwickshire.

 

214

Daventry’s hinterland encompassed villages on the Northamptonshire Heights, some of 
which were deserted in the later medieval period.

  The accounts of Catesby priory make it clear that 
Daventry was regularly used for routine purchases but that many items were obtained 
elsewhere. Beef was often bought at Southam, for example, and horse harness, wax and 
spices were purchased in Northampton, as too were more specialised goods such as paper and 
brass. Livestock, agricultural implements, carts and timber came from the fairs at Coventry, 
Rugby and Stratford-upon-Avon.  

215  In 1498 the prior of Daventry enclosed 
Thrupp in Norton, some two miles to the north east of Daventry, where he expelled 100 
people, destroyed 18 houses and converted 400 acres of arable to pasture.216  The entry for 
Thrupp in the 1526 survey noted that it ‘sometime was a town and in tillage and now 
converted into pasture’. All that remained was the ruinous chapel and a house which was 
greatly in decay.217 In the locality of Southam in south-east Warwickshire, seven contiguous 
settlements were lost, leaving an area of 30 square kilometres village-less.218

Traders from places beyond the immediate hinterland were also attested at Daventry, among 
them a man and wife from Southam who in 1418 held two messuages in the town, one over 
Cornhulle and one in ‘le Swyneschepyng’.

  Daventry 
would have been affected by such developments.  

219  The costly items bequeathed to William Russell 
and family by a draper from Northampton in 1491 testify to a close trading relationship in 
which the Daventry man evidently looked to the draper for supplies. A second Northampton 
draper actually had a shop in the smaller town, which in 1501 was stocked with iron ware and 
treen ware.220 Among the outsiders who traded at Daventry in 1502-3 were men from 
Northampton, Weedon and Coventry who were accused of selling badly tanned hides, two 
butchers from Buckby who overcharged, and fishmongers from Northampton, Weedon, 
Haddon, Coventry and Wellingborough.221
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The trading networks of Daventry townsmen extended well beyond the zone served by its 
market. Coventry the regional capital was some 18 miles distant and links were close. A 
number of Daventry men were named in the Statute Merchant Roll of Coventry in the years 
1392-1416. In these and subsequent years three married couples from Daventry joined 
Coventry’s Trinity Guild. A single or widowed woman was also listed as a member. In 1498 
a Daventry testator named a Coventry man as one of his feoffees.222 The special standing 
enjoyed by Coventry burgesses in later years was marked in 1603 by their being allowed to 
trade in Daventry toll free without taking up the freedom or serving an apprenticeship.223 
There is some evidence which shows Daventry traders operating in London in the medieval 
period, in association with men from Northampton. Cases heard at the court of Common 
Pleas in 1403 included one in which Simon Spycer of Northampton sued Thomas Deyster of 
Daventry for a debt of £2 13s 4d, and two in which Henry Sadeler of Northampton sued a 
Drayton man for a debt of £2.224 Occasionally long-distance trading activities are attested. In 
1342 William Groser of Daventry was accused of carrying away 4 bales of alum from a ship 
at Boston. In July 1443 eleven butts of wine were carried from Southampton to Daventry by 
cart.225

 
    

3.6 INDUSTRY 
 
In 1301 there were some 16 non-agricultural occupational names recorded in Daventry. 
Those representing the victualling trades were ‘cook’ (2), ‘miller’, ‘fisher’; the leather trades  
included ‘tanner’ (2), ‘shoemaker’ and ‘glover’; surnames associated with the textile industry 
were ‘deyster’, ‘schereman’ and ‘tailor’; whilst ‘carpenter’, ‘sawier’ and ‘tiler’ represent the 
buliding trades. Other occupational names were ‘smith’, ‘wheelwright’ and ‘draper’. All 
these ‘trade names’ represent the three staple occupational groups associated with the 
provision of food, clothing and shelter, that one might expect to find in any medieval town. 
Most of these names can be found in the witness lists recorded in the Christ Church 
Cartulary, which adds the names butcher and ‘le Webbe’.226 The poll tax list recorded the 
occupations of only five taxpayers: two shoemakers and a smith, who each paid sixpence; 
and a baker and a glover who each paid four pence.227 A handful of references in the 14th and 
15th centuries provide more information. A document of 1379 named John Cok chandler, 
probably one of the founders of the Guild of Holy Trinity, and the mercer John Wylughby, 
perhaps related to the man who leased the manor from the earl of Derby in 1392.228
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Couper for hoops for the mashing vat and to Robert Roper for rope suggest that those 
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surnames did indicate the occupations.229

The Bailiffs’ Account Book reveals that the town’s craftsmen were organised into companies 
in 1574, doubtless in accordance with the recent Statutes of Apprentices and Artificers, and 
went on to record their history to 1590. The companies were then re-organised and began to 
keep their own records. There were initially six companies, but the number was reduced to 
five when the mercers joined the woollen drapers, tailors, weavers and fullers. The other 
companies consisted of shoemakers and tanners; butchers and victuallers; smiths and 
husbandmen; leathermen, glovers, carpenters and masons. In 1589 the trades were listed in 
three groupings: 68 shoemakers, tanners, whittawers and smiths; 52 mercers, woollen 
drapers, linen drapers, fullers and innkeepers; 103 husbandmen, victuallers, dyers and 
weavers. The following year the groupings were restructured into three companies. The first 
contained the shoemakers, ironmongers, saddlers, barber surgeons, smiths, glovers and 
whittawers. The second was made up of mercers, drapers, haberdashers, tailors, dyers and 
weavers. The third was formed out of the building trades. Husbandmen and victuallers were 
excluded.

  A total of about twenty occupations are attested in 
medieval Daventry, as could be expected in a small market town.  

230

In the years 1590-1675 the Shoemakers’ Company registered 259 freemen, the Mercers’ 
Company registered 215 freemen, and the Masons’ Company registered 117 freemen. These 
modest totals can be explained by the absence of journeymen from the lists, by under-
registration, and by the small size of Daventry and the restricted hinterland which it served.

   

231

The Militia Lists of 1777 recorded the occupations of the 408 men aged between 18 and 45 
who were listed for Daventry. The non-agricultural occupations numbered 55 and included 
some with only one representative, for example, breeches maker, brick maker, plasterer, 
upholsterer, cabinet maker, book binder and stationer. The largest groupings were the 
shoemakers with 15 men named, the tailors (14), the victuallers (13), and the blacksmiths 
(10). In addition to the 15 shoemakers, leather workers were represented by 8 fellmongers, 8 
whip makers, 3 curriers, 2 saddlers, and one journeyman collarmaker. The only tanner who 
was listed lived at Drayton. Men involved in textiles included 8 framework knitters, 5 
weavers, 2 woolcombers and 2 flaxdressers. A large number had occupations closely 
associated with Daventry’s role as a thoroughfare town: 13 victuallers, 7 post chaise drivers, 
6 horse keepers, 2 ostlers, plus an innkeeper, a carrier and a groom and groom’s man. The 
amount of through traffic doubtless also provided work for 10 blacksmiths. Nine drapers 
were listed, six of them styled ‘Mr’, and five grocers, of whom one was styled ‘Mr’. 

 
The Shoemakers’ Company embraced 24 trades involving all those working in leather and 
some metal workers; the Mercers’ Company included 20 trades, mainly mercers, drapers, 
haberdashers and tailors but also a few cloth workers, apothecaries, barbers, and some 
grocers and bakers. In 1631 the Mercers had 29 freemen, the Shoemakers 31, and the Masons 
32. The figures for 1676 were 46, 76 and 27 respectively. The shoemakers were the most 
numerous among the crafts and the mercers were the wealthiest and the most influential. 
Over the years 1590-1675 the names of 365 apprentices were recorded: 173 apprenticed to 
the shoemaking trade, 119 to the mercers and 73 to the masons. Most came from within a 15-
mile radius of Daventry.  

                                                   
229

  Catalogue of Ancient Deeds, I, C 1286; Denholm-Young, Cartulary of Christ Church, Oxford, D 64, D 69, D 76; PRO, SC 
6/946/21. 
230

  Greenall, Daventry Past, 26, 27. 
231

  Greenall, Daventry Past, 32. The figures are taken from C. Davenport, ‘Daventry’s Craft Companies 1590-1675’, unpublished 
dissertation, University of Leicester, 1996. 



 
 49 

Members of the distributive trades, together with the surgeon, the attorney-at-law and the 
land surveyor, were probably among the most influential townsmen.232

Yet useful as the Militia List is for revealing types of occupation, relative size of occupational 
groups and the economic base of the town, one must be wary of assuming that they reflect 
exact patterns of occupation of the towns’ people. It is important to note that the Militia List 
excludes women, children and men over the age of 45. Some occuaptions, notably 
shoemaking, employed substantial numbers of women and children, and no-one retired at the 
age of 45.  

 

The 1777 Militia List would seem to reflect Daventry’s economy much as it has been 
perceived to be over the period 1670-1835, namely ‘one of exchange and small-scale 
production, providing goods and services for the town, its market area and for wayfarers on 
the roads’.233

Greenall has compared the numbers of freemen and the trades and crafts they followed in 
three periods: 1670-1729, 1730-1789 and 1790-1835. He found that the overall numbers of 
freemen doubled between the early 18th and early 19th centuries, and that half of them were 
craftsmen. Shoemakers enrolled most freemen except in the years 1730-89; those working in 
wood were the second most numerous class of craftsmen; next came the men who made 
clothing. The increase in road traffic after 1730 led to an increase in the numbers of smiths 
and farriers. Over the whole period only some 24 master craftsmen worked as horse-collar 
makers, saddlers and whip makers. No whip makers were enrolled before 1729, only one was 
enrolled between 1730-89, and seven were enrolled between 1790-1835. This evidence 
conflicts with that provided by the Militia List, which named 7 master whip makers and one 
journeyman whipmaker in Daventry in 1777. There were two firms in the town in 1809, each 
of them employing an outrider and a number of workmen. The manufacture was described as 
considerable.

  

234

In the years before 1790 Daventry was a town of small workshops and no trade expanded into 
‘industrial’ production. In the late 17th and early 18th centuries there had been a little textile 
production, but according to Greenall the trade then dwindled away. Spinning and weaving 
revived in some villages in the district in the second half of the 18th century, and the jersey 
yarn and cloth which was produced was sold at Daventry’s market. The 1777 Militia List, 
however, suggests that there was a not inconsiderable involvement in textiles in the town at 
that time, and that framework knitting may have been developing. Eight framework knitters 
were named, three of them masters and five of them journeymen. This divergent picture 
probably results from the different sources of evidence. Registers of freemen recorded only 
the elite members of the urban community and, although apprentices were registered, the 
workers employed by freemen were not recorded. Such men were perhaps more likely to be 
named on the Militia Lists. Female workers were named in neither source.

  

235

The evidence of the Freemens’ Registers suggests that the production of leather was on a 
very small scale in the years before 1790. There was a tanyard at Drayton, but over the period 
only 27 men took up their freedoms as curriers, fellmongers, leather dressers, tanners or 
whittawers. Again, the 1777 Militia List is somewhat at variance with this evidence. 
Although the only tanner named was from Drayton, 8 fellmongers were recorded for 
Daventry, 3 of them masters and 5 of them journeymen; there were also 3 curriers, two of 
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whom were journeymen. By the end of the 18th century, however, the town’s economy was 
on the verge of change, and the manufacture of boots and shoes began. Shoemaking had been 
Daventry’s main craft since the 16th century (and maybe earlier), but from the late 1790s it 
developed into an industry making footwear not just for local needs but for wholesale 
distribution. By 1830 there were six small firms in the town. Eleven years later there were 
nine, employing 443 workers. Shoemakers now represented almost 10 per cent of the town’s 
population. They worked in brick-built shops erected behind the terraced houses in which 
they lived, in new streets laid out behind  Sheaf Street.236

 
  

3.7 COMMUNICATIONS 
It has been suggested that Daventry may have played an economic role in the royal manor of 
Fawsley in the late Saxon period, serving as the place at which the rents and renders were 
collected by the king’s reeve. Daventry occupied a central location within this suggested 
administrative unit and had good communications with the surrounding vills. This network of 
communications had been laid out by 1086 and it determined the street pattern of the 
medieval town. High Street was the road from Staverton; the back lane (later New Street) was 
the road from Badby; and the line of the road from London, soon to become Newland, was 
then the road from Weedon to Braunston.237

Changes in the pattern of communications increased Daventry’s significance as a commercial 
centre. In the 11th century the east–west road from Northampton to Warwick was the most 
important road in the area. Still called the Portway on the pre-enclosure map of 1764, this 
road passed south of Daventry and continued through Staverton towards Warwick. Traffic 
from London joined the road at Weedon. In the early 12th century, however, Coventry’s 
emergence as a place of increasing importance resulted in changes in the principal axis of 
communications. This swung away from the earlier road to pass further to the north-west, 
through Daventry, either using a new road or an old one which had been upgraded. The 
development of the route from Oxford and Banbury through Daventry to Market Harborough, 
created as a market town in c.1160-7, also proved beneficial. It appears that Daventry’s 
manorial lords exploited the new possibilities. A.E. Brown has suggested that the town had 
been replanned by the mid 12th century, with burgage tenements laid out on the north side of 
High Street and a market place laid out. There is no evidence which indicates just when these 
developments took place. They could have been linked with the establishment of the priory or 
they could have occurred in the time of Matilda de Senlis and her second husband Saher de 
Quincy. Some time later, and certainly by the close of the 12th century, there was a further 
extension of the town along the street at right angles to the west end of High Street, with 
more burgage plots laid out on the west side of Newland. This development perhaps reflected 
the increase in the north-south traffic through the town.

 

238

The parish of Daventry lies to the west of the valley which offered the easiest crossing of the 
Jurassic Ridge for travellers from south-eastern England to the Midlands and beyond. 
Important routes have always used this gap: Roman Watling Street, the Grand Union Canal, 
the main railway line from London to Crewe and the M1. A.E. Brown does not believe that 
the prehistoric ridgeway known as the ‘Jurassic Way’ passed through Daventry and has 
suggested as a better candidate for a prehistoric trackway the road running from the hill fort 
at Rainsborough to the hill fort at Borough Hill. This passed through Preston Capes some five 
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miles to the south of Daventry, where it was joined by a road from Brackley which was much 
used in the medieval period. This latter road is still marked as ‘Oxford Lane’ on OS maps, 
and its northern section was recorded as straet in a charter of 1021-3. Daventry also stood on 
one of the routes used by drovers of Welsh cattle.239

Changing patterns of communications in the 12th century proved crucial to Daventry’s 
development. In the early years of the century Coventry rose to become a place of 
commercial importance and the principal axis of communications shifted as a result. Hitherto, 
the east-west road from Northampton to Warwick had been the most important road in the 
area. Traffic from London had joined this road at Weedon and it passed to the south of 
Daventry through Staverton and continued on towards Warwick. The rise of Coventry caused 
the main road to swing away from Warwick towards the north-west. This new road passed 
through Daventry. The manorial lords took advantage of the town’s location on the 
developing road system. By the mid 12th century they had replanned the town, laying out 
burgage tenements on earlier peasant holdings and adding a large market place. More 
burgages were created along Newland in the mid to late 12th century.

 

240

Brown suggests that the realignments of roads in the area of Daventry appears to have been 
more concerned with long-distance journeys to places like Oxford, Banbury and Market 
Harborough than with links between villages. They may therefore have been connected with 
an increase in internal trade and with the development of regional markets. This involved ‘the 
ironing out of awkward stretches up hills and through low-lying wet places’, and there is 
evidence for this in the locality of Daventry.

  Daventry became a 
natural stopping place for travellers from London to Coventry, and for those journeying 
north-eastwards from Oxford and Banbury. The depiction on the Gough Map suggests that 
Daventry was a more significant place than (for example) either Towcester or Market 
Harborough.  

241

Daventry had become well known as a market and road town by the 16th century. The years 
between the Restoration and the early Victorian period were those of its greatest prosperity, 
as they were for other towns located on major national routes. Growing numbers of inns and 
alehouses catered for travellers. (See section on inns and alehouses). Daventry benefited from 
the road improvements undertaken in response to the demands of the mail coaches and the 
growth of industry in the West Midlands and Lancashire. In 1816 Telford began work on the 
Holyhead Road, designed to improve links with Ireland. This involved upgrading the road 
from London to Shropshire, which passed through Daventry. Telford’s work in shortening 
distances and levelling gradients can still be seen on the A5 between Towcester and 
Daventry.

 

242

 
  

3.8 LAND USE 
 
3.8.1 Woodland 
The area in the south east of the parish of Daventry appears to have been woodland in the 
early medieval period. The part known as Hackwood was ploughed up in the 12th century 
when the area of cultivation was extended. To the south lay the medieval deer park which 
seemingly remained woodland until 1816 when all the trees were removed. It was described 
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as a coppice in the 1571 survey, but it was later known as Daventry Wood or The Wood and 
marked as such on the Enclosure Map of 1803.243 An account of 1447 recorded sales of 37 
acres of wood (bosci) in the woods of Daventry (in boscis de Daventre). £4 was received for 
each acre.244 At the view of frankpledge held in April 1503 one man was amerced for having 
broken hedges at ‘le hakyd wode’; another was accused of having cut down trees growing in 
the park.245

Among the grants to the priory by Matilda de Senlis were five carucates of land containing a 
wood called Armele-wood, with certain meadow grounds and a mill.

  

246 Baker noted the grant 
by Matilda of a wood which extended under Newnham hill towards the west for the repair of 
their ploughs.247 A charter of 1239 recorded the agreement between the priory and the 
parishioners of Daventry in which the priory remitted all claims on the parishioners except 
the rights of holy mother church in return for the remission of claims in a wood called 
Armele.248  Armele is depicted as lying along the western side of area of woodland in the 
south-east of the parish in a map of the open fields c.920-1290s.249  This location would fit a 
description of a wood ‘under Newnham hill’. At the suppression of the priory in 1524-5 the 
demesne lands included 10 acres of wood.250  The survey of the former priory lands in 1526 
recorded ‘a litle grove adjoining to the king’s wodds which grove is called Monks ?Cyppett’. 
It covered two acres and contained over 130 ‘ront okes’ and several small samplers. They 
were valued at four pence each and the surveyors recommended that they be sold for they 
would never be better.251

 
 

3.8.2 Open Fields & Inclosure 
The parish of Daventry had two townships and settlements, Daventry and Drayton, each with 
a separate field system. Identical field systems had been laid out before the Conquest, each 
containing 40 virgates and thus making two great fields each of 1,200 acres.252 Brown 
suggests that the main components of Daventry’s tenurial layout could have been in place in 
the Late Saxon period. The original demesne core is represented by Inland Close. The fact 
that this demesne land never formed part of the medieval open fields probably represents 
early manorial status. Demesne land extended from the eastern edge of Drayton The Townhill 
Close furlong name in the north field probably preserves the location of the lands shared and 
farmed by the earliest inhabitants of the vill. Reveland furlong in the east field probably 
represents the lands farmed by the steward who controlled the farming operations of the 
manor253

At Domesday the population of Daventry is recorded as 20 villeins, 1 priest, 10 bordars and 3 
slaves. There were 7 ploughs, probably equivalent to 1 hide of land or 4 virgates each, and 3 
ploughs in demesne. (Daventry with Drayton assessed at 8 hides, reduced from original 20, 
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10 ploughs equivalent to original 10 hides?).  Brown suggests that the population and 
agricultural assets of Drayton were not included in these figures they were merely recorded as 
money assets and included in the value of the manor.  
The open field system of Daventry originally comprised two fields the North Field and the 
South Field, located to the northe and east of the town. On topographical grounds it is likely 
that the boundary between the two fields was formed by the Welton Road. Lands within the 
fields were divided among tenants in regular holdings with appropriate shares in meadows, 
pasture and grazing on arable land when fallow.  
Prior to subdivision of the manor it seems likely that the lay demesne comprised 12 virgates, 
the Priory demesne comprised 12 virgates (5 carucates of land granted by Matilda de Senlis) 
and John the Priest held 1 virgate. At the subdivision of the Manor, 3 additional virgates were 
assigned to Nether Manor (along with 7 virgates from the original lay demesne). In total this 
makes 28 virgates with 12 virgates for the villein tenants of Over Manor (ie non-burgages) 
Can this be right? Where did the additional 3 come from? 
The growth of medieval Daventry and the increased demand for food led to the colonisation 
of the waste and the extension of land under the plough. This process is illustrated by the 
‘moore’ names given to furlongs in Drayton, and the names Long Marsh and Hackwood in 
Daventry Field. Brown suggests that the arable land of each township was increased to 44 
virgates and that the boundary between the two townships was altered to maintain an equal 
number of virgates in each. It would appear that new agricultural tenements linked to these 
additional virgates were created in Newlands as there were 4 tenements in Brook End which 
were not known as burgages254. It seems likely therefore that the creation of the new 
burgages, and the expansion of the arable lands was carried out under the aegis of Walter fitz 
Robert, who died in 1198255

The addition of the new lands led to the re-planning of the open fields

. One of the effects of this was increased pressure on pasture, 
with only the common pasture on Borough Hill available. Charters granting confirmation of 
the monks rights to pasture were signed by  Walter fitzRobert and also by Simon fitzWalter.  

256. A three-field 
system was instituted and from the 14th century onwards the fields were known as the West 
Field, the East Field and the North Field. The North Field contained almost 525 acres and 
was larger than the East Field (almost 384 acres) and the West Field (368½ acres).257 During 
the 15th century peripheral parts of the fields were no longer used for arable cultivation and 
were instead put down to grass. It has been suggested that these changes were necessitated by 
a reduction in population.258

The open fields of Drayton were enclosed in 1753. After enclosure, just over one third of its 
1,500 acres were owned by the Earl of Winchilsea, 225 acres by Christ Church, Oxford, 140 
acres by John Watters, 115 acres by John Clarke of Welton, and the rest was held by 14 small 
proprietors. In 1802-4 the 1,660 acres in Daventry’s open fields were enclosed, with some 
670 acres allotted to Christ Church, Oxford, and 303 acres allotted to John Clarke esquire, 
lord of the manor. The remaining acres were shared among 60 people, two thirds of whom 
received parcels of less than ten acres.

  By the late 16th century they were under arable cultivation once 
more. 

259
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C INDUSTRIAL 
 
1.0 HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT 
The town of Daventry retained its status as a borough throughout the period 1750 - 1939. In 
1835 the charter, which had originally been granted in the 16th century - during the reign of 
Elizabeth I260, was renewed after the passing of the bill for the ‘Regulation of Municipal 
Corporations in England and Wales’. The old borough body (consisting of a bailiff, 14 
burgesses and 20 commonalty) was disbanded and a new corporation established consisting 
of a mayor, 4 aldermen and 12 councillors. John Bridges and George Baker details the ‘divers 
franchises, liberties, free customs, jurisdictions, privileges, exonerations and acquittances’261

Daventry clearly retained its role as a market town throughout the 18th, 19th and 20th 
centuries. The weekly market for corn and cattle was held on a Wednesday and there were 13 
specialised annual fairs for cattle, horses, cheese and onions spread throughout the year on 
specialised dates.

 
which were granted to the inhabitants of Daventry in the 18th and 19th centuries. 

262

The prime role of Daventry throughout the 18th and early 19th centuries was as a coaching 
town. Daniel Defoe writing in the 1720’s claimed ‘Daventry is a considerable market town, 
but which subsists chiefly by the great concourse of travellers on the old Watling Street 
Way....’ In the early 19th century there were over 80 stage and mail coaches passing through 
the town on a daily basis.

 The market in Daventry was of major significance in a local context. 
Whellan’s Trade Directory of 1849 indicates that there were 36 carriers travelling into the 
town from surrounding settlements on market days. In 1806 the Moot Hall which blocked the 
entrance to the market square was demolished and a house to the west of the Market Place 
was purchased and converted for this purpose. The town had a large number and wide range 
of commercial outlets including grocers, bakers, drapers, booksellers, confectioners, 
outfitters, chemists, china and glass and furniture dealers. In 1777 5 butchers, 7 bakers, 5 
grocers, 9 drapers, 14 tailors, 4 hairdressers, a book binder and a stationer. It is interesting to 
note that the total number of entries in trade directories relating to retail activities declined 
from 105 in 1849 to 90 in 1894 to 71 in 1924.This would appear to reflect both the decline in 
population which was occurring over this period, as well as lost trade from the passing 
coaches. The retail outlets did however become more specialised with music dealers and 
second hand clothes dealers listed in 1894 and a music warehouse and agricultural chemist 
outlined in 1924. 

263 A large number of coaching inns were developed to cater for 
demand in the town, as early as the 17th century there were over 30 licensed premises in the 
town264 and in 1777 there were 14 men between the ages of 18 and 45 listed as innkeepers.265 
In 1756 there were 108 guest beds in the town and stabling for 196 horses. This had risen to 
1114 guest beds and stabling for 296 by 1800266.  By the mid 19th century there were thirty 
eight named public houses and inns267
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coaching era, although this was not felt immediately in 1894 24 public houses and inns were 
listed in Kelly’s Trade Directory compared to 28 in 1849. By 1924 the number had fallen to 
17. 
Daventry’s position at the centre of the coaching circuit led to the development of one of its 
chief industries - whip making. In 1777 there were eight whip makers listed for the town 
compared to 15 shoemakers, 5 weavers, 9 framework knitters and 6 farmers. Daventry whip 
makers provided whips for the army barracks at Weedon and the products were well known 
throughout the country, however the industry was very small in terms of economic 
significance. The industry went through a rapid decline after the decline of coaching. In 1849 
Whellan’s Trade Directory listed two whip makers and by 1854268 it was noted ‘Daventry 
was once a noted town for the manufacture of whips, but this trade has now considerably 
declined’ and by 1894 it was extinct.269

There were clearly other industries in the town which operated independently of the coaching 
trade. In 1777 there was a small woollen industry in Daventry with 5 weavers, 9 framework 
knitters and 2 woolcombers; it is interesting to note that the industry was less significant here 
than in the neighbouring and much smaller settlement of Long Buckby. At this time there 
were a disproportionately large number of labourers (45) and servants (38) in the town, in 
addition to 17 students who were presumably at the dissenting academy which was based in 
Daventry in the late 18th century and 19 clerk apprentices. The boot and shoe industry was 
significant here, as well as elsewhere in the county, and in the latter part of the 19th century 
formed the dominant industry in the town. Hatley and Rajczonek’s figures indicate that there 
were 443 people employed by the boot and shoe trade in 1841, 712 in 1851 and 733 in 1861. 
Kelly’s trade directory of 1893 claimed that the boot and shoe trade gave employment to ‘700 
hands’ and by 1924 this had fallen to 600. It is clear that the industry was stagnating and 
declining in the late 19th and early 20th centuries in Daventry - this is supported by a 
consideration of the leather trade directories. The edition for 1893 indicates 6 boot and shoe 
manufacturers and 7 makers, warehouses and dealers with a total of 28 entries for the boot 
and shoe and leather trades; by 1920 this had reduced to 3 wholesale manufacturers and 6 
makers, warehouses and dealers with a total of just 14 entries. Additional industries listed in 
trade directories in the latter part of the 19th century included two breweries, a hurdle maker 
and a mineral water manufacturer in 1894 and a furniture manufacturer, cycle manufacturer 
and a surgical boot manufacturer in 1924. In 1925 the British Broadcasting Service opened 
up a new transmitting station on Borough Hill to the east of the town. 

 Coaching also provided a large number of jobs for 
toll keepers, wheelwrights, ostlers and grooms - in 1777 2 ostlers, 2 sadlers, 7 drivers, 1 rider, 
5 carriers, 10 blacksmiths and 8 grooms were listed in the militia lists. 

During the coaching era Daventry was clearly a prosperous town  - George Baker referred to 
it as a ‘neat, well-built town’ and Whellan’s Trade Directory of 1849 describes ‘a compact 
and respectable market and corporate town.......the houses are well built, the shops very 
good, the streets exceedingly clean and the town is well watered and lighted with gas’ An 
article in the Co-operative News in 1912 described the town in favourable terms ‘Although 
historically old the greater portion of Daventry is a well-built town, and visitors are often 
heard to admire the breadth of its streets, and its buildings’. In 1806 an Act of Parliament 
was passed for the paving, cleansing, lighting and watching the town of Daventry and for 
regulating the market. 
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The railway age was to have a negative impact on the development of Daventry from the mid 
19th century onwards. The development of the railways created a rapid decline in the 
coaching industry and from the opening of London and North Western Railway through 
Weedon and Northampton in 1838, passing trade through Daventry diminished. Not only did 
Daventry lose its coaching trade, but the town did not even have a branch line to the railway 
system until 1888. The town effectively became isolated from the major communication 
system of the period for over 50 years. Kelly’s Trade Directory of 1851 stated ’since the 
formation of the railway this once great thoroughfare to the north western parts of England 
has been comparatively deserted’. 
The effect this had upon the town can be illustrated by consideration of the population figures 
for the town. Bridges writing in the early part of the 18th century declared ‘Daventry is a town 
incorporate, having in it two hundred and ninety two houses, and is so well peopled that 
some of them are inhabited by two or three families’. At the beginning of the 19th century 
Daventry ranked as the 4th largest town in the county (following Northampton, Kettering and 
Wellingborough) with a population of 2582270. In 1801 there were 503 houses in Daventry 
and Drayton, occupied by 526 families; the population was 2,582. Ten years later 534 houses 
were occupied by 628 families and the population had reached 2,758. In 1821 the population 
had increased to 3,326, and consisted of 656 families living in 639 houses.271 Growth 
continued. There were 735 inhabited houses in Daventry and Drayton in 1831, occupied by 
745 families. Ten houses were in the process of construction and 15 were uninhabited; the 
population had reached 3,646. Ten years later it had increased to 4,565, a figure which 
represented its peak. Daventry underwent the most substantial population decline of any town 
in the county as the population declined decade by decade in the years following the 
development of the railway in 1838, except in 1891 when the figures were boosted by the 
temporary presence of railway workers. By 1921 the population had fallen to just over 3500. 
Thereafter, the population began to grow once again, but it was not until the 1950s that it 
again matched the level of 1841.272

 
  

2.0 TOPOGRAPHICAL DEVELOPMENT 
The study of the early urban topography of Daventry is enhanced by the existence of two 
early maps for the town - the street plan for new paving of 1788 showing the central streets in 
the town273 and the enclosure map of 1803 which shows the area of the town in detail.274

The expansion of Daventry after this period is very limited which reflects the decline in 
population from the mid 19th century onwards. In the 19th century the main streets become far 
more densely packed with buildings, new lanes (such as West Place, Foundry Place, East 
Place, Mount Pleasant) are laid out between pre-existing streets and new monuments such as 

 
Daventry was clearly a well established town by the late 18th century and this is reflected in 
its topography. By 1803 it is clear that Sheaf Street, High Street, Litchfield Street (or New 
Street), Brook Street and Abbey End have been fully developed and that St James Street, 
Tavern Road and Oxford Street were beginning to be infilled by this period.  
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schools and social clubs are erected; there is also a limited outward expansion in specific 
areas. In the early 20th century there is more substantial development to the south west of the 
town, but this is very limited compared to the expansion of other towns in the county at this 
time. 
The central business district appears to be centred on Sheaf Street and High Street with the 
vast majority of retail outlets being located in these two streets. A number of shops are also 
found in Market Place, Warwick Street, New Street, Brook Street and Oxford Street.275 It is 
assumed that the majority of stabling in the town would have been in this area, although the 
vast majority has been demolished. Warwick Street and Oxford Street (particularly the areas 
further out of the town) provided a focus for good quality housing of late 19th and early 20th 
century date - the houses on these roads were a combination of 19th century terraces (with 
small gardens, architectural features and bay windows), early 20th century workers housing, 
semi-detached and detached villa style houses and larger higher status houses. It is not 
possible to assess the housing in other areas of the town, as there has been widespread 
demolition of structures in recent years. Secondary sources indicate however that Brook 
Street and St James Street were areas of working class housing and that Brook Street in 
particular was renowned for its boarding houses.276

The settlement of Drayton, which lies within the parish of Daventry, was at this period an 
entirely separate village, although there were limited links for example between the school at 
Drayton and those at Daventry. 

 Schools, churches, utility buildings and 
public houses etc are located throughout the settlement, although it is interesting to note that 
Daventry Union Workhouse was located at some distance from the town centre along the 
London Road.   

 
3.0 THEMATIC ANALYSIS 
3.1 INDUSTRY 
Although there clearly was an industrial element to Daventry in the period following 1750 it 
has not proved possible to identify the vast majority of it. The whip making industry was of 
limited size and would have been largely domestic. As the industry peaked prior to the 
introduction of the detailed census or trade directories it may not prove possible to locate any 
buildings, unless there are deeds or other earlier documents which mention the profession of 
the inhabitants.  
It has only been possible to identify one standing Boot and Shoe Factory - this building was 
originally owned by Stead and Simpson and during the field visit was occupied by White and 
Co (Earls Barton) and was still in use as a shoe factory. The building, which was of 1930s 
construction has now been demolished as part of a scheme for the development of a new 
supermarket in the town. Two other boot and shoe factories that were located on maps, 
Rodhouses on Oxford Street and Mountain and Daniles, Warwick Street277

The cycle factory that was located on Warwick Street has been demolished, with modern flats 
erected in its former location. The British Broadcasting Centre transmitting station on 
Borough Hill was of considerable importance for the development of communication links. It 
was the first station to broadcast on long wave frequency (1925) and the pioneer of the 
Empire Service (the forerunner of the World Service) (1932). It is no longer fully utilised, but 

, have also been 
demolished. 
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many of its structures are still standing. The large number of aerials which were a feature of 
the countryside surrounding Daventry have been demolished, but the central buildings on 
Borough Hill are still standing. A limited service for the maintenance of BBC Domestic 
Services Radio and transmitting stations within a 50/60 mile radius of the site has been 
retained. 
 
3.2 AGRICULTURAL 
The parish of Daventry was enclosed by parliament in 1802. Daventry did not appear to have 
a significantly large agricultural element to the settlement. In 1777 there were only 6 farmers 
listed and this had risen to just 16 in 1849. In 1831 just 11% of the population of Daventry 
were employed in agriculture, with 29 farmers and 65 agricultural labourers noted in the 
census of that date. A miller was recorded in 1777 and 1849, but the site of the mill was not 
located as part of the survey. The Sites and Monuments Record cites a documentary reference 
to a windmill in the location of the Royal Oak Industrial Estate to the north west of the town. 
 
3.3 HOUSING 
There is very little pre 20th century housing surviving in Daventry. There are a number of 
higher status 16th, 17th, 18th and early 19th century houses surviving, particularly on High 
Street and Sheaf Street. The list descriptions for Daventry indicate 4 16th century houses, 6 of 
17th century date, 17 of 18th century origin and 17 of early to mid 19th century date. There are 
also additional buildings surviving in the village of Drayton. Later 19th century houses are 
focused on Oxford Street and Warwick Street - the housing in this area is very varied with a 
mixture of terraced houses with much larger detached and semi-detached villa style houses of 
individual design. Very large blocks of housing on Brook Street, Waterloo, Warwick Street, 
New Street, St James Street and Oxford Street have been demolished and replaced with 
modern developments. The study of early Ordnance Survey maps indicates that there were a 
large number of very small cottages, which were presumably removed as part of slum 
clearances. However there were also a number of more substantial structures that have also 
been demolished. There are considerable problems with the study of 19th and 20th century 
housing in Daventry primarily because the remaining buildings are not representative of the 
entire building stock. 
 
3.4 COMMERCIAL 
Daventry was primarily a coaching town throughout the 18th and early 19th centuries and the 
continual traffic through the town clearly boosted its commercial potential. There are a 
number of structures relating to both coaching and commerce in the town. The Market Place 
survives, although the open space has been used as a car park in recent years, improvement 
works are currently being carried out on the area as part of a lottery grant for the town centre. 
The original Moot Hall was demolished in 1806 and the replacement building was granted by 
an Act of Parliament along with other improvements for the town, this building is still 
standing and is currently in use by Daventry Museum and Tourist Information Centre. The 
cattle market, which was situated behind the Wheatsheaf Hotel, has been entirely demolished. 
 
3.4.1 Public Houses / inns 
The public houses and coaching inns were one of the main building types associated with 
coaching in the town - a list of 38 public houses and coaching inns has been compiled from 
documentary sources  - of these 14 have been identified from maps and field visit and a 
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further two buildings (which have been demolished) from photographs.278

 

 Of the total of 16 
buildings identified - two were actually hotels the Wheatsheaf Hotel and the Peacock Hotel - 
these are both still in existence as buildings, but have been converted for alternative uses. A 
further eight buildings survive - with six still in use as public houses and the remaining two 
converted for use as a restaurant and a shop. A total of six public houses have been 
demolished. Of the remaining public houses the Plume of Feathers, George Inn, Dun Cow, 
Saracen’s Head and Coach and Horses and would appear most likely to retain original 
features / integrity of the building. The latter three have associated outbuildings which related 
to stabling etc for the coaches. There was a considerable amount of stabling in the town 
during the coaching era, but the majority has been demolished as there are very few surviving 
structures remaining in the town.  

3.4.2 Shops 
There were a large number of shops in Daventry in the period following 1750, as discussed 
above. There are a comparatively large number of shop-fronts of 19th and early 20th century 
date in Daventry - these are primarily concentrated in Sheaf Street with a smaller number of 
examples in High Street, both of these streets are located in the Conservation Area for 
Daventry. 
 
3.4.3 Banks 
19th and early 20th century trade directories identified three banks in Daventry - the 
Northamptonshire Banking Company, The Union Bank and Northampton Savings Bank. 
Two early banks have been identified from maps and the field visit. These are both still in use 
as banks - the structure utilised by NatWest is of classical design and is a listed structure, but 
has recently been re-modelled on the interior. The bank currently being used by Lloyds Bank 
is a red brick construction and would appear to be of early 20th century date although a sign 
on the door indicates that it was ‘Established 1834’. 
 
3.4.4 Co-operative Society 
The Co-operative Society clearly had a substantial commercial interest in the town the first 
stores for the society was located in Sheaf Street, but in 1890 a large new building was 
purchased in High Street adjacent to the Crown and Cushion Public House (which was also 
later bought by the society). The building is now utilised by a number of shops.  
 
3.5 TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS 
Communication links were of essential importance to the development and later decline of 
Daventry in the period following 1750. Daventry’s location on one of the main coaching 
routes from the north of the country to London was pivotal in its development and prosperity 
in the 18th and early 19th centuries. The town is situated on the Old Stratford to Dunchurch 
turnpike - on route of Holyhead Road (1706), the Warwick to Northampton turnpike (1765) 
and the Banbury to Lutterworth turnpike (1765). The enclosure map of 1802 shows all of 
these roads including an additional (Norton Road and an unnamed road) leading out of the 
town to the north. To the south of the town the road network survives with Warwick Road, 
Oxford Road and London Road adopting the alignments of Warwick and Southam Turnpike, 
Banbury Turnpike and London Turnpike respectively. To the north of the town the road 
network has been altered by the insertion of a bypass around the town. A building which 
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displays distinctive toll house design is located on North Street (which in 1802 formed a 
feeder road to the Lutterworth Turnpike). The Lutterworth Turnpike is now Ashby Road 
which runs through a housing estate. The inns associated with the coaching trade have been 
discussed above. 
The Grand Junction Canal (later Grand Union Canal) passes through the north end of the 
parish of Daventry and a reservoir for the canal is also located in the parish. The Braunston 
tunnel runs is the section which runs through the parish, however there was a wharf site 
between Daventry and Welton which would have provided access to the canal from the town.  
The development of the railway had a dramatic, but negative effect on the development of 
Daventry. The main line of the London and North West Railway which was established in 
1838 bypassed Daventry passing through Weedon and Northampton instead; it was another 
50 years before Daventry gained a branch line. This created a decline in the prosperity of the 
town as discussed above. The railway line and associated station was located to the east of 
the town - this communication line has now been demolished and a modern bypass occupies 
its location.  
 
3.6 UTILITIES   
The town of Daventry had a number of utilities from an early period. A primitive form of 
waterworks with a conduit to the south west side of Borough Hill was established as early as 
1690 (being completed in 1706)279

 

 and two reservoirs for Daventry Corporation Waterworks 
was shown on the Ordnance Survey map of 1926 at approximately that location. The gas 
works was established in 1833, but the entire works has since been demolished, an electric 
power station now lies on part of the site. The electricity works was established in the 1890’s, 
but has not been located as part of the survey. The sewage works was established to the north 
east of the town in an area that is now the Country Park.  

3.7 HEALTH AND WELFARE 
The town possessed a police station, goal and fire engine house. Local knowledge indicates 
that the goal was a small building shown in front of Abbey School on early Ordnance Survey 
maps and the fire engine house was located adjacent to the Moot Hall, both buildings have 
now been demolished. The police station has not been located.  The Poor Law Union 
Workhouse situated to the south of the town is still in existence as a building and is being 
utilised by Danetre Hospital280

 

. The building is a grade two listed structure; the mortuary and 
chapel for the institution are also still in existence. 

3.8 RELIGIOUS 
Daventry has one of only 10 parish churches in the county erected in the 18th century.281

The town also has a building that housed the (Doddridge) Dissenting Academy between 1752 
and 1789 - the building is a grade 2 listed structure and is now utilised as offices. The 
Independent Chapel (erected 1722) and Ministers house are located in close proximity to the 
structure. Both the parish church and the Dissenting Academy would be worthy of further 

 The 
Church of the Holy Cross was built in 1752-8 by David Hiorne of Warwick. The building is 
of classical style and sandstone construction. 
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study.   
Of the remaining religious buildings in the town St James Chapel on St James Street and the 
original Wesleyan Chapel on Cow Lane or Chapel Lane have both been demolished and the 
1822 replacement for the Wesleyan Chapel has been converted for use as a nightclub (and 
appears to have been considerably altered internally). The Roman Catholic church used to 
utilise the old grammar school, but now has a purpose-built modern building. 
 
3.9 EDUCATIONAL 
There were a large number of differing educational establishments in Daventry in the period 
following 1750.The earliest school in the town was the Free Grammar School which was 
founded in 1576, although the building in which the grammar school was housed is dated 
1600. This building and the adjacent 17th century masters house are both still in existence and 
are listed structures (the school itself is listed grade 2*) they have been used for a number of 
functions including parish rooms, Catholic Church, restaurant and domestic buildings and 
therefore are unlikely to retain much of their original layout. The buildings are currently for 
sale. The school declined during the early 19th century due to the outdated curriculum, but 
was revived towards the latter end of the century. In 1888 Warden’s Lodge, a red brick 
Jacobean style building was erected for the head masters accommodation, although a 
considerable amount of teaching also took place in the building. In 1913 the council took 
over the running of the school and erected a new building on North Street in 1921. Both the 
Wardens Lodge and North Street buildings are still standing, although both have been 
converted for other uses. Wardens Lodge has been converted for use as flats and the North 
Street building is being utilised as offices.  
Two further schools were established in the 18th century  - the Abbey School (later to become 
the National School) in 1710 and the Charity School in 1736. The Abbey School was 
originally based in the former priory which has been demolished and the location for the 
Charity school remains obscure, however in 1826 both schools merged and were housed in 
the newly erected Abbey buildings. This building is now utilised by Daventry Ex-
Servicemen’s Club and the later school building which was erected to the rear of the structure 
in 1912 is still standing, but out of use and boarded up. The Dissenting Academy was another 
important early educational institution in the town and would account for the 17 scholars 
listed in the town in 1777.The building itself has been discussed above in the section on 
religion.  
In the 19th century (1872), school inspectors for Daventry listed Daventry Charity and 
National School, Drayton Charity and National School, the British School, the school at the 
Union Workhouse and eight dame schools - the latter were deemed to be inefficient.282

The development of education in Daventry is complex and there are several remaining 
buildings connected to education and schooling in the town, although others have gone or not 
been identified as part of the survey.  

 The 
British School was established in 1842 in a building in Chapel Lane, which has since been 
demolished, in 1870 it moved to new premises - a single storey red brick building to the rear 
of the Congregational Church in Foundry Place. The school was taken over by the council in 
1903 and moved to new premises in St James Street in 1913. Both of these structures are still 
in existence and the latter is still in use as a school. 
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3.10 RECREATIONAL 
There were a number of social facilities in the town of Daventry throughout the period 
following 1750. There were at least two benefit societies, which met in two of the inns in the 
town, several ‘clubs’, a theatre, an assembly hall, picture theatre and recreational ground. Of 
these only three buildings identified as social clubs and the recreational ground survive, all 
other structures have been demolished and replaced with modern development. The BBC 
club on the corner of Sheaf Street and Tavern Lane is of interest in its own right - the original 
structure is of late 16th or early 17th century design and has been remodelled at a later date in 
ornamental Gothic.  
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II ASSESSMENT 
 
A PRE MEDIEVAL 
 
ASSESSMENT OF IMPORTANCE AND SURVIVAL  
 
The precise location and nature of Roman settlement at Daventry remains to be 
determined, but it is likely to have been located towards the north-east of the town. 
Saxon settlement may also originated north of the town, possibly in the vicinity of the 
North Brook. The oval enclosure established on the summit of the hill may have 
functioned as an estate centre. Its prominent position means that the area of the 
enclosure has been continuously occupied from at least the 10th century onwards. Little 
of the enclosure remains undeveloped although limited excavation within the northern 
part of enclosed area has uncovered heavily truncated remains of this date. Elsewhere it 
appears that medieval quarrying and post medieval landscaping may have destroyed 
earlier archaeological levels. Surviving deposits associated with the enclosure are likely 
to be of at least regional importance and worthy of detailed investigation. 
 
1.1 Roman 
Evidence for occupation in the vicinity of the current town of Daventry in the Roman period 
is slight. No building remains or settlement evidence of this period has been recorded in-situ. 
Roman material recovered from residual contexts, mainly to the north of the current town but 
also within the core of the town itself, suggests the existence of occupation spread over a 
wide area. The presence of tesserae and tile is sufficient to suggest that a former high status 
building or buildings, possibly the focus of a villa estate, was once located here.  
Romano-British remains within Daventry are unlikely to be of more than County 
significance. Any Roman sites that are discovered, and subsequently investigated, may have 
the potential to determine how settlement at Daventry fits into the Roman settlement 
hierarchy.  The nature of the activities at this settlement should be investigated. Were they 
essentially agrigultural or is their evidence for specialised functions? The religious and 
industrial activities associated with the nearby town of Bannaventa are not well understood 
but it may be possible to determine to what extent, if at all, these functions were being carried 
out within the Roman settlement at Daventry. Evidence for the relationship between 
settlement at Daventry and the farmstead/religious centre on the summit of Borough Hill 
should also be sought. Evidence for continuity of settlement, particularly if the Romano-
British settlement remains could be shown to be high status, may be significant. 
 
1.2 Saxon 
The main evidence for Saxon occupation derives from St John’s Square to the north of the 
current town. A defended settlement may have been established here in the Early Saxon 
period but, in common with many of the short lived sites scattered across Northamptonshire, 
it appears to have been deserted during the 8th century. Currently accepted opinion suggests 
that the town was not reoccupied until the 10th century. Oval enclosures similar to the one 
identified at Daventry are also known  at Brackley and Higham. There is insufficient 
evidence for date or function to determine whether these enclosures were a typical plan 
component associated either with early settlement or with estate and ecclesiastical central 
places. Certainly the Higham enclosure, established in the Early Middle Saxon period, is 
earlier than the suggested establishment of the Daventry enclosure in the Late Saxon period. 
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Although survival of the enclosure is likely to be poor, any evidence to suggest that 
Daventry’s medieval town developed from a high status Early-Middle Saxon (or earlier) site 
would be of at least regional importance in the study of village origins.  
 
A MEDIEVAL & POST MEDIEVAL 
1.0 TOWN 
1.1 ASSESSMENT OF IMPORTANCE AND SURVIVAL 
 
Although the decline of Daventry during the 19th century left the town largely 
undeveloped for almost a century, the town Planning Act of 1961 led to massive 
redevelopment of the town as Birmingham overspill. Recent research suggests that 
Daventry’s medieval tenurial layout was largely in place before the Norman Conquest 
but there has been little opportunity to investigate this archaeologically. The historical 
topography of the town is reasonably well preserved but post medieval landscaping and 
cellarage are likely to have truncated archaeological deposits. Nevertheless any 
surviving archaeological deposits relating to medieval Daventry are likely to be of at 
least regional importance and would be worthy of detailed investigation. 
 
1.2 DOCUMENTARY 
 
1.2.1 Summary of Previous Investigation 
The Victoria County History includes a chapter on Daventry. Extensive research on the wide 
range of detailed documentary sources for medieval Daventry Higham has been carried out 
by AE Brown and students of the Department of Adult Education at Leicester University. 
The results of these studies were published in 1991. More recently a comprehensive popular 
history of Daventry, drawing on Brown’s work for the early period and Borough records for 
the post-medieval period has also been published. Other research on documentary sources 
related to the open fields has been published by Hall. Despite this work these is a vast 
potential still to be realised through detailed documentary study. 
 
1.2.2 Survival 
Daventry is well documented from the 14th century onwards, mainly through Priory records 
although there are also late 14th century Minister’s Accounts associated with the manor and 
the 16th century survey of the Duchy of Lancaster. The mapped evidence for Daventry is less 
comprehensive than for many other towns, although Brown has attempted a reconstruction of 
the town and its fields based on the 1571 survey. The earliest surviving map of the town dates 
to 1803. 
 
1.2.3 Potential 
A detailed documentary study of Daventry is urgently required to establish, if possible, the 
nature of the pre-burgage tenements in the early medieval village. Current hypotheses 
conflict with the pattern of urban development recognised elsewhere in the county. Brown’s 
study of the century survey, provides the topographical framework which would allow 
detailed earlier sources to be accurately placed. However, it is not clear whether sufficient 
comprehensive surveys and rentals exist which will enable the tenurial pattern of burgages 
and other tenements to be carried back into the medieval period. Such reconstruction should 
be a high priority of future work. 
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1.3 HISTORIC BUILDINGS 
 
1.3.1 Summary of Previous Investigation 
The church of Holy Cross is dealt with in the unpublished RCHME survey of the churches of 
the county There has been no systematic detailed survey of the lesser historic buildings of the 
town or detailed modern recording of any individual buildings. 
 
1.3.2 Research for this Report 
No specific research was undertaken for this report 
 
1.3.3 Survival 
There are no medieval standing buildings within Daventry.  
 
 
1.4 ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
 
1.4.1 Summary of Previous Investigation 
AE Brown and members of Leicester University Adult Education Department have carried 
out fieldwalking on available arable land within the parish. Rescue excavation was conducted 
at St John’s Square in 1995 revealed evidence for a possible Roman building, Saxon 
occupation dating from the 6th-8th centuries and re-occupation of the site from the 10th century 
onwards. Several phases of activity were identified including the remains of a timber hall, 
ditched enclosures and property boundaries of late Saxon date. An early medieval stone 
building at the foot of the hill may have been short-lived. A droveway established in front of 
the house appears to have been deliberately blocked. A short-lived horse-mill built within a 
small enclosure may have been deliberately suppressed and demolished in the 14th century to 
protect the rights of the Priory mill. Evaluation trenching within the Prioty precinct revealed 
Late Saxon enclosure ditches and medieval stone building remains related to the Priory. 
Medieval boundary ditches, rubbish pits and quarry pits have been discovered to the south of 
the Priory.  
 
1.4.2 Research for this Report 
No specific archaeological survey work was conducted for this report. 
 
1.4.3 Survival 
Survival of archaeological deposits relating to successive phases of occupation has been 
shown to be reasonably good in peripheral areas, such as at St John’s Square and in areas 
around the Priory which have not been substantially redeveloped. Trial trenching within the 
built up areas of the town, in particular along the High Street to the north of the Priory and in 
the Newlands area at Brook Street283 and Sheaf Street284

 

 indicates truncation of 
archaeological deposits. The survival of late Saxon and medieval stratigraphy in the area of 
the burgage tenements to either side of the High Street remains to be established. 

                                                   
283

 I. Soden, An Archaeological Evaluation in Sheaf Street, Daventry, Northamptonshire (Northamptonshire Archaeology, 
Unpublished ClientReport, 1995). 
284

 I. Soden, Archaeological Trial Excavation of Sites 4 and 5 Brook Street, Daventry Stage 2: Trial Excavation (Northamptonshire 
Archaeology, Unpublished ClientReport, 1996). 
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1.4.4 Potential 
To date, there has been insufficient investigation to assess fully the archaeological potential 
of the town. Although, trial trenching along the road frontage to the north of the Priory, 16th 
century deposits uncovered at Sheaf Street demonstrate that archaeological deposits may 
survive beneath 19th and 20th century developments. Similarly, the evidence for landscaping 
in advance of construction of White’s Shoe Factory may be related to its industrial function, 
and far better preservation may occur elsewhere. A high priority should be given to testing a 
wide range of sites within the medieval area of the town, even where there has been 19th and 
20th century redevelopment. Despite the likely loss of buildings on the street frontages, good 
survival of pit groups and other stratified deposits may enable issues such as the chronology 
of the tenements, their status and related functions to be addressed. 
 
1.5 HISTORICAL TOPOGRAPHY 
1.5.1 Survival 
With the exception of the network of streets to the north of the Market, Daventry’s medieval 
street pattern appears to have survived largely intact. The 18th century church preserves the 
position of the original church, the Priory precinct is preserved within the cemetery and the 
market place survives at the east end of the High Street. It is possible that later boundaries 
preserve some of the medieval burgage tenements laid out on either side of the High Street 
but many appear to have been lost.  
 
2.0 URBAN HINTERLAND 
With the exception of the immediate hinterland, lost to the late twentieth century expansion 
of Daventry, the Bracton hinterland of the medieval and post-medieval town is extremely 
well preserved in terms of mineral extraction and urban development.  The hypothesised role 
of the oval early enclosure at the centre of the town as significant part of the major Middle 
Saxon Royal estate of Fawsley, and its inter-relationship with other presumed foci of the 
estate at Weedon and Arbury increases both the complexity and the potential Daventry’s 
hinterland. 
 
There are many deserted and shrunken medieval settlements within the hinterland of 
Daventry, a significant number of which have well preserved earthwork remains and hence 
consequent high archaeological potential, and Daventry should be considered to have very 
high potential for the study of the development of the town - hinterland relationship through 
time. 
 
 
B INDUSTRIAL 
 
 ASSESSMENT OF IMPORTANCE AND SURVIVAL 
Daventry was located on the Old Stratford to Dunchurch turnpike, which became the 
Holyhead Road after 1815. This was a nationally important communication route 
during the early 19th century. The town was one of three in Northamptonshire where 
the overriding characteristic of the town in the 18th and early 19th century was that it 
was a coaching station; the other two being Towcester and Brackley. Daventry had a 
greater provision for guest beds and stabling than either of the other towns, but the 
influence of coaching on the physical development of the settlement was less apparent 
than in either Towcester or Brackley. The boot and shoe industry in the town was 
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important in a local context, but was not of the same size or significance as the industry 
in settlements in the Ise Valley of Northaptonshie.  
There is a very high potential for further study of Daventry through documentary 
sources as there are a wide range of surviving documents and maps, many of these 
records relate to the transport and commercial aspects of the town. There are a 
substantial number of buildings associated with the coaching and commerce in the town 
including inns and shops, many of these are located in Sheaf Street and High Street. 
There are, however, other areas of the town including New Street, Brook Street, St 
James Street and Abbey Street, which have been substantially re-developed with the 
loss of many original buildings.  
 
1.0 DOCUMENTARY 
1.1 Documents  
Daventry has a very high potential for documentary research, on the basis that there are so 
many documents accessible for the period285

There are also a large number of records relating to commercial activity in the town including 
documents about the alehouses and inns, the market and fairs, a number of commercial 
business accounts. Documents relating to transport, inclosure, the utilities, schools and 
societies are also numerous. It is interesting to note that documents relating to industry in the 
town are primarily related to the early part of the period - 18th and early 19th centuries, which 
may reflect the relative decline in industry in the latter part of the period. 

. The potential for the study of the official bodies 
in the town is very high with many records relating to the borough and corporation; elections 
in the town; the militia; parish records including poor rate assessments, census returns and 
overseers accounts; Rural District Council Records and records relating to Daventry Union 
and workhouse. 

 
1.2 Maps  
There are two very good early maps for Daventry - the street plan for new paving dated 
1788286 and a map of the town at the time of enclosure in 1803287

 

. The former is centred on 
the High Street of the town, but does show some additional detail and the latter covers the 
entire area of the town. There are also a number of maps for specific areas of the town and 
parish including the Grand Junction Canal, the railway line and various blocks of housing etc 
in the town. The large number of deeds for the period (175) and documents relating to 
individual streets would also be of benefit for a detailed reconstruction of the topography of 
the town in the 18th and 19th centuries. 

1.3 Photographs 
There are a number of photographs at Northamptonshire Record office, Northamptonshire 
Local Studies Collection and Northamptonshire Heritage - these illustrate individual 
buildings (including churches, schools, union workhouse, societies and in particular inns and 
public houses), street scenes and aerial views. There are reported to be a large number of 
photographs held at Daventry Museum, but it was not possible to access this resource due to 
the time constraints of survey. 
In addition there are a very large number of architectural plans and drawings referenced at 
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 In Northamptonshire Record Office. 
286

 NRO, Map 1701 
287

 NRO, Map 2240 and 3005 
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Northamptonshire Record Office - these include factories, public houses, schools and 
commercial buildings. 
 
2.0 STANDING BUILDINGS 
There are a total of 63 listed buildings in Daventry, these span the 16th - 20th centuries with 
the majority of 18th and 19th century date. The vast majority of these buildings are assumed to 
be houses, as the list description does not provide any additional information about the 
function of the structure. There are, however, four religious buildings, two schools, the union 
workhouse and 10 commercial buildings (four public houses / inns, three shops, the Moot 
Hall and the Wheatsheaf Hotel) which are listed structures. 
There are no unlisted buildings of particular merit in the town, with the possible exception of 
the one remaining Boot and Shoe Factory (White and Co’s) which has been recommended for 
inclusion within the re-appraised Conservation Area for Daventry. It is possible that the BBC 
buildings on Borough Hill may contain important detail about the early development of the 
communications network run from the site. 
 
3.0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL  
There is little potential for below ground archaeological excavation in Daventry for the 
period following 1750. The sites where buildings and monuments have been demolished have 
been substantially re-developed in modern times and there are no major structures that have 
been identified from maps that would be worthy of further investigation. 
 
4.0 URBAN TOPOGRAPHY 
The survival of the urban topography of Daventry for the period pre-1939 is very mixed.  The 
road layout for the core of the settlement and outlying roads to the south remain intact and the 
much larger modern town has developed around them, however to the north modern roads 
and the bypass have totally altered the layout of the settlement. 
The central business district, centred on High Street and Sheaf Street, has survived well with 
a large number of listed buildings in these two streets and very few modern insertions. This 
area is a Conservation Area. In contrast there have been widespread demolitions of buildings 
in New Street, St James Street, Brook Street, Abbey Street and Warwick Street - modern 
insertions have been made into the area and there is little of the original town left in these 
areas. 
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III RESEARCH AGENDA 
 
1.0 PRE MEDIEVAL 
The nature and status of the Roman settlement can only be determined through 
archaeological excavation. Its relationship to both the Roman town at Bannaventa and the 
Roman occupation and ritual activity on Borough Hill should be established if possible. 
Similarly, the nature and extent of Saxon settlement will also be established through 
excavation. Any evidence of continuity from the Roman period, particularly if the Roman 
settlement is high status, may contribute to our understanding of central places. The 
chronology of the settlement is also important. Was the settlement deserted as suggested by 
the excavation at St John’ Square, or was did this apparent break in occupation only relate to 
this peripheral areas on the edge of the settlement? Was there a shift in settlement as occurred 
at Higham, with the village originating in the Saxon period rather than in the 10th century?  
 
2.0 MEDIEVAL 
The Saxon royal estate of Fawsley, with its polyfocal estate centres presumably based at 
Daventry, Weedon and possibly Badby provides research opportunities which are almost 
unparalled in the county. To date there is little information on the nature and extent of early-
middle Saxon activity. Surviving archaeological deposits of this date should be fully 
excavated to recover as complete a plan form, function and chronology as possible. Any 
evidence for continuity into the Late Saxon period should be investigated as fully as possible 
as such occurrences are rare within Northamptonshire. 
Examination of the character, layout and chronology of activity within the oval enclosure 
should also be considered a priority. Despite the fact that archaeological survival appears 
piecemeal there should be good potential for recovering deposits relating to the date and 
function of the supposed high status enclosure. Comparison with the character and 
chronology of the Higham and Oundle enclosures may help to establish that these were 
indeed high status enclosures.   
The established history of Daventry is based on the exceptional documentary records for the 
town, but the process by which the medieval burgage tenements were created is still poorly 
understood. The nature of the pre-Conquest tenurial layout should be investigated to establish 
whether there were villein tenements laid out along the High Street which were subsequently 
converted to Burgages, or were they in fact cottages which were converted to Burgages, as 
happened elsewhere in the county. Any evidence as to the varying wealth and or nature of 
activity taking place within individual tenements. This will be particularly important if the 
nature of individual medieval tenements is to be established.  
The chronology of the laying out of the market place is an important research objective. Did 
Daventry originate as a market village in the late Saxon period, or as seems more likely, was 
the process of urbanisation aided by the creation of a market following the relocation of the 
Priory and the establishment of the new main road between London and Coventry? The 
methodology for studying the origins and development of the market should be developed 
with reference to other market settlements as well. The date of encroachment onto the 
southern part of the market by the creation of new burgages needs to be established. Also 
were the burgages planned by Robert fitzWalter in the mid 13th century ever created in the 
Inlands along London Road? Subdivision of burgage tenements is likely to be a significant 
research theme. If sufficient archaeological evidence survives it may be possible to address 
the chronology of when burgages were created and when did sub-division occur. If it can be 
proven that the creation of new burgages was confined to a specific period then this will be 
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significant for understanding the development of the settlement as a town. Also evidence for 
abandonment of burgages would allow the chronology of decline in the later medieval period 
to be understood. 
Study of the evolution of the road pattern within and outside the settlement may assist in 
understanding the process of urbanisation in the medieval period. Establishing the chronology 
of the London Road in relation to the routes to Staverton and Badby will be paricularly 
important. Topographical survey should also be carried out to establish the reasons for the 
apparent straightening of the main north-south route.  
It will be important to establish the exact location of the bakehouse, malt mill and kilnhouse 
mentioned in the 1571 survey. Also finding the Priory horsemill will prove important for 
understanding the context of the mill discovered off St John’s Square.  
 
3.0 INDUSTRIAL 
 
Influence of coaching on the layout of the settlement 
Daventry was one of the major coaching towns in the county in the 18th and 19th centuries. 
The coaching phase does not, however, appear to have had as major an impact on the 
development of the settlement as in Brackley and Towcester. The development of the 
settlement in light of the coaching era needs to be assessed with regard to the prior layout of 
the town and a consideration of any major buildings / sites which have been lost. 
There are a number of coaching inns remaining in the town and these need to be assessed for 
the potential to determine the role they had in coaching in the town. Detailed building 
recording should be conducted. The key questions that need to be addressed are when the 
coaching inns were established, how many people they catered for, what was the nature of the 
accommodation and how and why the buildings changed over time. 
 
BBC site, Borough Hill 
The British Broadcasting site at Borough Hill had a significant impact on the development of 
communications. The aerials, which were a feature of the countryside surrounding Daventry, 
have been removed, but the central buildings remain. These need to be assessed to determine 
whether there are any surviving remains that would be worthy of further investigation.  
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IV STRATEGY 
The assessment of the management and conservation priorities within the Extensive Urban 
Survey have been based around an assessment of levels of importance previously applied 
elsewhere in the county for management purposes. The grading falls into six categories: 
Scheduled: nationally important remains that have statutory protection. 
Unscheduled national importance: in some cases statutory protection is suggested while in 
others recording action may prove to be the appropriate response to threats. 
County importance: Where significant archaeology is known or where it is likely but 
confirmation is required. Normally recording rather than preservation would be the 
appropriate mitigation strategy. 
Historic buildings: Buildings known or which have the potential to contain significant pre 
19th century structural remains. 
Local importance: where archaeology may survive but where, on present evidence 
investigation does not appear appropriate. 
Destroyed: where the archaeology has been wholly destroyed. 
White Land: Archaeology not assessed for his report. 
In addition in some cases recommendations have been made for the designation of new or the 
extension of existing Conservation Areas and for the listing of specific buildings. 
 
This approach has not been possible for the industrial period, as further work on the 
period is needed at a county, regional and national level before a definitive assessment 
can be made. The town has been divided up into zones and priorities for additional 
research, recording and conservation measures have been assigned to each individual 
area. 
 
1.0 EXISTING DESIGNATIONS 
1.1 SCHEDULED ANCIENT MONUMENTS 
Borough Hill Iron Age hill fort (Scheduled Ancient Monument 17145) is located at a short 
distance to the east of Daventry. 
 
1.2 LISTED BUILDINGS 
There are 63 listed buildings for the town of Daventry. 
 
1.3 CONSERVATION AREAS 
There is a conservation area for the centre of the town including High Street, Sheaf Street, 
Church Walk and Market Square. The conservation area was designated in May 1978 and 
was altered in October 1978, April 1985, January 1990, and May 1997. 
 
2.0 MANAGEMENT PRIORITIES 
2.1 MEDIEVAL & POST MEDIEVAL 
2.1.1 Evaluation and Recording Priorities 
Within the historic settlement core of Daventry, the area of the oval enclosure at the core of 
the historic town plan should have the highest priority for further investigation and recording. 
Any significant ground disturbance (one house size or equivalent) should be subject to prior 
archaeological evaluation because of its potential for remains of Middle Saxon date onwards; 
smaller-scale ground disturbances may not warrant evaluation but should be subject to 
archaeological supervision and recording to ensure that even piecemeal/ fragmentary 
evidence for early activity can be identified and investigated. 
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Within the market place a priority should be attached to investigating archaeologically even 
minor ground disturbance in order to recover any surviving evidence relating to the 
chronology and circumstances of market establishment, and subsequent encroachment by 
burgage tenements. 
 
There is likely to be less coherent survival of significant archaeological remains within the 
High Street / Sheaf Street/ Brook Street area because of twentieth-century redevelopment, 
and small-scale development proposals are unlikely to warrant preliminary archaeological 
evaluation. Archaeological observation and recording during groundworks should, however, 
be undertaken to recover and investigate any surviving evidence for the medieval tenements 
or for activities within them which is revealed. Should larger-scale redevelopment be 
proposed within this area, the archaeological implications of the proposals should be 
evaluated and assessed. Similarly, works in areas not identified as having been directly 
affected by twentieth-century redevelopment should be evaluated in advance. 
 
The effectiveness of these strategies should be reviewed after a number of archaeological 
interventions have taken place, and revised accordingly. 
 
2.1.2 Conservation Priorities 
There are no earthwork remains of the medieval town which demand preservation at all costs, 
although the continued retention, conservation and possible enhancement of the surviving 
remains of the priory fishponds- in open space on the east side of the modern town centre- is 
to be encouraged. 
 
With the exception of the area north of the market place, the street pattern within the town 
core retains its historic layout and should continue to be conserved. 
 
 
2.2 INDUSTRIAL 
2.2.1 Zone 1 - Core area of town 
The core area of the town was located around High Street, Sheaf Street and New Street with 
extensions into Abbey Street. The area was primarily the commercial area for the town (see 
below), but also comprised houses, outbuildings, school, church etc. Almost the entire area 
lies within the conservation area for Daventry. There are, however, some areas of major 
demolition and re-development particularly around Abbey Street and New Street.  The major 
recording issues relate to the commercial area as discussed below. 
 
2.2.2 Zone 2 - Commercial area. 
The commercial area of the town including shops, public houses, inns, hotels and market 
place were concentrated around High Street and Sheaf Street. The vast majority of structures 
in this area survive and there are a large number of early shop fronts. The commercial zone 
lies within the conservation area for Daventry and the shop fronts and early buildings should 
be retained. Any buildings with a link to the coaching trade in the town should be subject to 
building recording if they are to be substantially altered or demolished. 
 
2.2.3 Zone 3 - Housing zone. 
The housing zone to the south and west of the town was developed in the late 19th and early 
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20th centuries and was concentrated around Oxford Street, St James Street, Kingsley Avenue 
and Warwick Street.  The area mainly comprised solidly built terraced houses and semi-
detached villa style houses of individual design. There are also a substantial number of much 
smaller houses that have since been demolished. A small number of houses along St James 
Street are included within the conservation area, but there are no further recommendations for 
the area. 
 
2.2.4 Zone 4 - Housing zone. 
The houses on the zone along Brook Street were shown on maps to be small structures and 
have since been demolished. The area has been re-developed and there are no 
recommendations for the area.  
 
2.2.5 Zone 5 - Housing zone. 
This small zone along North Street includes a lane of small houses that have now been 
demolished and the Warden’s Lodge for the Free Grammar School has been converted into 
flats. There are no recommendations for the area.  
 
2.2.6 Zone 6 - Workhouse. 
This zone originally comprised a road leading out to Daventry Poor Law Union workhouse. 
The workhouse is now in use as a hospital and the area has been developed with houses 
leading out of the town. The workhouse is a listed building and there are no further 
recommendations for the area.  
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