


section o rmine Street 
of which a section was dug through Ermine 
Street about 400 yards south of the Roman 
town7. Two small ditches 40 feet apart were 
found with a thin layer of pebbles covered 
with black silt between them. This pebble road 
was buried beneath an agger 40ft. wide and 
3ft. thick which had been resurfaced at least 
three times, on the first of these was found a 
brooch of pre-Flavian, or even earlier, date. 
There were no side tracks in this section. 

The latest examination of this part of the 
road has been at Cheshunt, a few yards north- 
west of the site of Cheshunt Great House, where 
excavations were carried out in 19668. Although 
the road had been considerably eroded, enough 
remained to show that it was originally 24ft. 
wide and 3ft. thick with a cambered surface and 
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bounded by at least one ditch. Again, there 
were no traces of side-tracks. 

Sites producing evidence of occupation 
throughout the Romano-British period equidis- 
tant between London and Braughing, at Ware 
and at Enfield, indicate the positions of posting 
stations for use by the Imperial Post9. 

The initial construction of Ermine Street can, 
on the grounds of general probability and sup- 
ported by the evidence from the Braughing ex- 
cavation, be assigned to the early years of the 
occupation. It  has been established that the 
road was of gravel, a suitable and local material, 
and was 20-25ft. wide. 

Specially constructed side-tracks are only 
known at Ware, but the nature of the subsoil 
here demanded a different method of construc- 
tion and cannot, therefore, be taken as typical 
of the road in the area under review. In open 
country, with a firm subsoil, the verges of the 
road would have served as tracks for pedest- 
rians and horses. 
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