
ROMAN ROAD 
RESEARCH m 2 1 tune Street 

WHEN eventual ly  l v a n  M a r g a r y ' s  suggested a l i g n m e n t  o f  S tane  
St ree t  a t  C l a p h a m  has been ei ther  conf irmed o r  corrected, some 
clues m a y  be provided to a n u m b e r  o f  o ther  problems i n  the  
area.  F o r  instance, the route o f  the London/Br ighton  road  n o r t h  
of S t r e a t h a m  H i l l  nears prov ing  as there a re  reasonable grounds 
t h a t  it m a y  have  been joined u p  w i t h  S tane  St ree t  a t  C lapham.  
I n  the Crescent  L a n e  a r e a  a n u m b e r  o f  R o m a n  objects w e r e  
found d u r i n g  the las t  century  a n d  a recent  excavat ion b y  Michae l  
Green  (awai t ing  publ icat ion)  revealed R o m a n  occupat ion layers 

By DONALD IMBER 
o n  a smal l  site a t  the western end o f  the Lane .  

Roman road are believed to be represented 
HE Southwark and Lambeth Archaeolo- by the course of the present main road (A24). 

T g i c a l  Society excavated in search of the After Clapham North, the main road diverges 
Roman Stane Street at Clapham in 1967'. sharply away to the west, up Clapham High 
Before examining the results of this work, how- Street to Clapham Common. It then turns 
ever, it would be appropriate to take a brief more southwards and proceeds along the rela- 
look at the origin and course of this important tively high ground of South Side, parallel to, 
road. The existing evidence for this part of the and about 1,000 feet westward of the projected 
route can then be studied, followed by a physi- line of Stane Street, which runs straight through 
cal outline of the region. Our results can then the site of our 1967 excavation at Elms Road. 
be seen in the light of their context, providing It is this " lost " region of the route which 
the groundwork for future excavation. Mr. forms the basis of our present investigations. 
lvan D. Margary has treated this subject at From Clapham South station, the main road 
length in his authoritative book ' Roman Ways veers down Balham Hill towards the line again. 
in the Weald,' to which the reader is referred. Gravel surfaces have been discovered on, or 

The name is of medieval origin, the earliest very close to this line at 19g4 and 2535 
known reference being ' Stranstret ' in AD1270. Borough High Street and are generally believed 
The route is not mentioned in Roman records, to represent part of the Roman route. In the 
though archaeological evidence points to its "lost" region of the road, Mr. C. Thomas 
construction before AD70. The road was built Wetherby investigated contractors' trenches on 
to provide a link between the bridge at Lon- the site of a former convent in Crescent Lane, 
dinium (London) and the east gate of Novio- Clapham6. Although these trenches cut 
magnus (Chichester) by the most direct route across both the London-Chichester and the 
that the lay of the land would allow. It was London-Ewe11 lines, no trace of the Roman 
planned in a series of three major alignments: road was discovered. A quantity of coarse 
that portion from London as far as Ewell, in gravel was found about 35 yards from the 
Surrey, representing the London-Chichester western boundary wall at the west end of the 
alignment plot, overlain by some Roman and early medi- 

In practice, however, evidence points to the eval pottery. 
fact that the Roman engineers were satisfied Mr. Margary, who examined a section at 
with the accuracy of a course which lay always that spot, was of the opinion that it was a 
slightly to the east of the major London-Chi- layer of natural gravel. Recent investigation 

,-hester From London, then, the of builders' trenches on a site about 70 yards 
divergence is only slight as far as Stockwell, of Balham station revealed scattered 
increasing to about 70 yards through Balham, remains of a layer of large flints with mortar. 
and moderating to about 50 yards approaching The layer was heavily mutilated and it is im- 
Morden2. Excavations directed by Mr. D. possible to say more about it, other than it ]ay 
Turner in Morden produced evidence of a local approximately across the projected line. Stane 
deviation of about five degrees, possibly to ease Street has been proved in places in Mar- 
the crossing of the Wandle and its marshes3. den Park3 and in Ewell. 
The major alignment is resumed before Ewell. The " lost " region in Clapham lies between 

From Kennington to Stockwell and from places of higher ground-Clapham ~ o m -  
Tooting to Merton, several miles of straight (Continued on page 14) 
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tane Street a apham 
(Continued from page 12) 

mon on the north west side and the high ground 
rising up to Brixton Hill in the south east. 
From the centre of this region (about Klea 
Avenue on the map), a shallow valley descends 
north-eastward along the course of a concealed 
stream which passes through the site of our 
1967 " dig," towards Clapham North. From 
Klea Avenue, another valley slopes west-south- 
west, taking in a tributary of the Bolingbrook 
river further down. 

The basic subsoil of this region is London 
Clay bordered by large expanses of terrace 
gravels, comprising Clapham Common and the 
area to the north of it, and the whole of Bal- 
ham to the south. The area of London Clay 
is irregularly overlain with alternate layers and 
pockets of gravel, sand and clay, principally a 
downwash from Clapham Common7. This 
condition is well demonstrated by geological 
boreholes and by the results of Mr. Wetherby's 
investigations in Crescent Lane and by our 
own in Elms Road. The clay ground probably 
supported a considerable quantity of natural 
woodland at the time of thc Roman invasion 
of AD43. 

Nineteenth century maps first show two large 
ponds along the line of the road; they are. 
perhaps significantly, positioned across and 
beside the course of the underground stream. 
Another, similar-sized pond lay higher up, 
nearer Crescent Lane, until this century. Their 
origin, as of the ponds on Clapham Common, 
is not yet clear, but some may have been 
gravel quarries. It is probable that the Roman 
builders used road material mined locally, for 
such a practice has been widely recorded else- 
where on Stane Street. An unfenced footpath 
is first shown on 1875-75 25in. O.S. map follow- 
ing Mr. Margary's line for several hundred 
feet, south of Elms Road. 

Boundary gives hint 
A little further south, and slightly west of 

the line a curious oblong feature is shown on 
an estate map of Clapham in 1849, along a 
property boundary behind the present Klea 
Avenue. (See the map.) An estate plan of a 
place known as the " Clock House " in Caven- 
dish Road in 1885 shows the same feature, 
which it labels: "public right of way."8 

Further south, Mr. Wetherby records a bend 
in the parish boundary on the 1869 edition of 
the 25in. O.S. map. This is shown as a sharp 
kink in 1849 and on the 1874-75 mapx. 
Subsequent research has shown that a field- 
boundary follows part of the line projected 
from the public right-of-way, near Hazelbourne 
Road, further south. The parish boundary co- 
incides with this boundary in the 1874-75 map. 
These are all possible indications of Stane 
Street. 

The Society's excavations took place in the 
playing field of Henry Thornton School, Elms 
Road, Clapham. The site, off Elms Road, was 
found never to have been built over. A net- 
work of fairly recent land-drains testified to 
the condition of the ground: our trenches con- 
stantly filled several feet deep with water. Mr. 
Margary's projected line across the field for a 
distance of about 170 feet, bearing north-east. 
A gravel feature, which could be the remains 
of the Roman Road, was discovered almost 
exactly upon the projected line, as the map 
shows. It followed the line almost parallel for 
a visible length of about 80ft. 

Is it the road? 
The feature was the thickest in the south- 

west part, generally less than Sin., thinning out 
considerably towards the north-east. Its width 
was sectioned in several places, averaging 41ft. 
The western side showed no " camber" but 
the eastern side sloped slowly at first, then 
more steeply down to a ditch. This ditch could 
be clearly defined only in one trench, being 
about 4ft. 6in. wide and 14in. deep. Most of 
the surface of the gravel appeared to have 
suffered from the plough. The steeper part of 
the east side lay undisturbed in a neat, hard- 
packed layer of small and very large gravel 
flints. 

A trench laid across the line of this feature 
on the north-east side of the site produced no 
certain trace of a continuation. This may be 
commensurate with the "thinning out" of the 
gravel surface as it approached this part of the 
site. However, the western 22ft. of a steeply- 
cambered very thick gravel layer, resembling 
a roadway in section, was brought to light. If 
this is to be considered as an extension of that 
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